
One-day astrophysics workshop at Villa
Wolkonsky

On Friday 14 February 2020, scientists from Italy and the UK met at Villa
Wolkonsky to discuss past, present and future scientific collaborations
between the two countries. Italy and the UK share strong scientific ties,
making Italy one of the closest partners to the UK.

Britain considers international cooperation in Research and Development
essential for growth and Italy is a strongly valued partner. To further more
ambitious bilateral projects, Ambassador Morris favoured the meeting of some
of the brightest minds in the UK and Italy at her residence.

To view and download materials from the conference, please use this Dropbox
folder
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feedback we would welcome your feedback on a new online form to report
extremism concerns

Digital mortgage service registers
7,000th deed

The 7,000th remortgage deed was signed and registered digitally in
February, coming just four months after the 1,000th deed was registered
Many of the country’s largest mortgage lenders are using the service
daily, with more and more deeds being created every week
Leading conveyancer companies have also joined the digital mortgage
revolution

The registration of the 7,000th deed demonstrates the confidence in, and the
ease of use of, the service by citizens, lenders and conveyancers.

It follows the registration of the 1,000th deed in October 2019. The number
of digital remortgages being registered is increasing so quickly it’s likely
that almost 8,000 deeds will have been registered digitally by the end of the
month. By volume, the top 3 lenders are HSBC, Santander and Nationwide and
the top 3 conveyancers are LMS, Enact and Optima.

Michelle Andrews, HSBC UK’s Head of Buying A Home, said:

We are always looking at how we can improve the service we provide
to our customers and using ‘digital deeds’ is another way we have
been able to speed up the journey for existing customers who switch
rates. We are extremely proud to have delivered 1 in 3 of all
digital deeds signed and registered so far and look forward to
providing many more during 2020.

Nick Chadbourne, Chief Executive Officer of conveyancing solutions provider
LMS, commented:

The Land Registry’s digital application portal reaching 7,000
applications is a fantastic milestone, and we’re proud to be
supporting them in this achievement.

It’s an exciting time for the industry and there’s a great deal
more to come. In particular, at LMS we are currently working to
expand the case types who can reap the benefits of digital mortgage
applications. We are looking to drive this innovation by linking
more trusted lenders and lawyers with potential borrowers and
continuously working to provide the most streamlined and secure
service to customers as possible.

http://www.government-world.com/digital-mortgage-service-registers-7000th-deed/
http://www.government-world.com/digital-mortgage-service-registers-7000th-deed/


HM Land Registry has data for the first 7,000 digitally signed deeds that
have been registered.

Top conveyancers

LMS1.

Enact2.

Optima3.

Top lenders

HSBC1.

Santander2.

Nationwide3.

Top combinations

LMS-Santander1.

LMS-HSBC2.

Optima-HSBC3.

Figures for remortgages registered after the first 7,000 won’t be available
until the beginning of March 2020.

Details on the digital mortgage service – ‘Sign your mortgage
deed’

The service was launched by HM Land Registry to reduce paperwork and delays
when applying for a remortgage.

Some customers have been able to complete the remortgage process in 3 days,
18 days less than average for a paper transaction.

The only information needed is an email address, a mobile phone number and
the borrower’s date of birth and eliminates the need for witnesses and
physical paperwork.



Because the whole process is completed online, it can be done at any time of
the day and anywhere with an internet connection, meaning the service isn’t
delayed by people waiting until they get home, needing to buy stamps, or
making the last post.

The service is currently available for people remortgaging their houses, with
HM Land Registry planning on expanding the service to all home owners in the
future.

The lenders actively using the digital mortgage service are Barclays,1.
Coventry Building Society, HSBC, Nationwide and The Mortgage Works,
Principality Building Society, RBS and NatWest, Santander and TSB.

The conveyancers using the service are Enact, Hugh James, LMS, O’Neill2.
Patient, Optima, QCAS (Shulmans) and Solex (via LMS).

Customers with the mortgage lenders listed above should talk to their3.
conveyancer about using the free and fast new service.

HM Land Registry is working with other mortgage lenders and conveyancers4.
to help them get ready to use the new service. Mortgage lenders and
conveyancers who are interested in using the service should contact
digitalmortgages@landregistry.gov.uk.

The service has been shaped with the extensive support and feedback from5.
Coventry Building Society and Enact Conveyancing during the initial
development phase. Their contributions have been crucial to ensuring the
service’s success.

Using the ‘Sign your mortgage deed’ service will mean the borrower will6.
no longer need to apply pen to paper and will instead digitally sign
their deed online.

Borrowers will save time as they won’t have to get their signatures7.
witnessed or risk their documents being lost in the post. They will be
able to log in and sign their deed at any time, meaning their
application is more likely to move along more quickly.

The first digital mortgage was registered on 5 April 2018 on a house in8.
Rotherhithe, London.

The service is currently available for people applying for a remortgage9.
on their house, with no immediate plans to expand to all mortgages,
until further testing is complete.

mailto:digitalmortgages@landregistry.gov.uk


How the service works

Lender creates a digital mortgage deed template with HM Land Registry.1.

Conveyancer uses the template to create the deed and sends link to2.
borrower.

To sign their deed, the borrower uses GOV.UK Verify to confirm their3.
identity. This provides an additional level of identity assurance that
does not exist when signing a paper deed. The digital deed is also more
secure than a paper deed as it is always held on HM Land Registry’s IT
infrastructure so cannot be lost or tampered with.

After verifying their identity they are logged into the HM Land Registry4.
service and can check the mortgage deed.

Once happy they request a code to ‘sign’ their deed.  5.

The code is automatically sent to the mobile phone number they gave to6.
their conveyancers.

Once they input the code, the mortgage deed has been signed.7.

HM Land Registry digital transformation

The ‘Sign your mortgage deed’ service is just one of many innovations1.
from HM Land Registry which the organisation is hoping to introduce to
make the buying, renting, selling, financing, building and managing
property easier.

The recently launched Local Land Charges Register will bring data from2.
local authorities across England and Wales to a central database. This
will remove the need for manual searches in local authority offices and
remove weeks of potential delays from each sale. The data from 9 local
authorities have been successfully transferred so far, including Warwick
District Council, City of London and the Isles of Scilly.

Homebuyers can use the ‘Search for land and property information’3.
service to quickly find information about properties they are interested
in at the start of the transaction, rather than waiting until an offer
has been accepted.

Running in parallel to all new service development is ‘Digital Street’,4.
a research and development project designed to drive innovation with the
aim of making buying and selling property simpler, quicker and cheaper.
Now in its third year, the project is continuing to explore emerging
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technology in the property market.

The project engages key stakeholders from across the industry, including5.
PropTech specialists, data experts, conveyancers, property developers,
mortgage lenders and others. Over the coming years HM Land Registry will
be exploring how innovative uses of technology can make the land
registration process simpler, faster and cheaper.

HM Land Registry

HM Land Registry safeguards land and property ownership in England and1.
Wales. The Land Register contains more than 25 million titles showing
evidence of ownership for more than 87% of the land mass of England and
Wales.

HM Land Registry’s mission is to guarantee and protect property rights2.
in England and Wales. HM Land Registry is a government department
created in 1862. Its ambition is to become the world’s leading land
registry for speed, simplicity and an open approach to data.

For further information about HM Land Registry visit gov.uk/land-3.
registry.

Follow us on Twitter, our blog, LinkedIn and Facebook.4.

Letter from the ACMD to the Home
Secretary: GHB, GBL, and related
compounds

The ACMD write to the Home Secretary in response to the 6 January letter
commissioning the ACMD to urgently review the classification and scheduling
of GHB, GBL, and closely related compounds.

The ACMD welcomes the commission and has prioritised this workstream.

The letter from the Home Secretary asking the ACMD to review the
classification of GHB and GBL is available on GOV.UK.
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Highways England unveils pioneering
automated cone laying vehicles

Testing is now under way on automated cone laying vehicles being developed by
Highways England and a group of industry experts.

Putting out cones is still currently undertaken by two people on the rear of
a vehicle working in tandem. The bulk of this work is undertaken at night and
carried out in most weathers with the workers lifting up to 10 tonnes of
equipment per shift.

View the automated cone laying video

Cones are needed to protect road users and road workers while essential
improvements or maintenance is carried out on the busy routes. But with
motorway traffic thundering past, putting out the cones can be quite scary
for workers.

The automated cone laying machines, which could be in use by the end of the
year, will improve safety and free up two workers to carry out other tasks.

Two vehicles have been developed. The first, created by Highway Care, has
been undergoing testing at the Bruntingthorpe site in Lutterworth,
Leicestershire. The second, developed by competitor King Highway Products, is
due to be trialled next month.

Highways England Head of Lean and Continuous Improvement Martin Bolt, who
leads the project, said:

We are constantly looking for ways to improve safety for everyone
who works and travels on our road network and have been delighted
with the initial tests of this innovative vehicle.

The first tests have been very positive. We have already received a
lot of interest and support from the industry, applauding an
initiative which will take the human element out of putting cones
and therefore take away an element of potential risk.

As well as taking away this physical and laborious task, these
automated machines will also help us to redeploy the workforce to
some of the many other traffic management duties.

Experts from Highways England, Kier, HW Martin Traffic Management and
competitors Highway Care and King Highway Products are working together in a
collaborative effort to resolve this potential safety risk.
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Highways England are funding the development and establishment of a minimum
standard while the companies themselves are developing the vehicles.

To date, ergonomics experts have struggled to identify a suitable method of
placing and removing cones that doesn’t have an impact on workers due to the
twisting of the body required or a vehicle that does not require any workers
on the back.

It is hoped the automated cone laying vehicles will tackle this issue.
Highways England criteria stipulates that not only must the machines offer a
safer method for highways workers, they must be safe for all road users and
pose no further risk to traffic.

The new cone laying vehicles must be able to lay/collect at least 400 cones
at a rate of one every 10 seconds If the tests prove successful the two
companies will be able to take their vehicles to the marketplace. It is hoped
both machines – if they prove themselves in testing – will be implemented in
late 2020.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.


