
ANL Wyong and King Arthur report
published

Our report on the investigation of the collision between the UK registered
container vessel ANL Wyong and the Italian registered gas carrier King Arthur
in the approaches to Algeciras on 4th August 2018, is now published.

The report contains details of what happened, the subsequent actions taken
and recommendations made: read more.

Press enquiries

Press enquiries during office hours 01932 440015

Press enquiries out of hours 020 7944 4292

Government and airlines working to get
British passengers affected by
Coronavirus back to the UK

government is working with industry to ensure they can continue to get
British nationals abroad back to the UK, in light of border restrictions
in place across the world
Transport Secretary today chaired a call with airlines and airports,
following the additional financial support for businesses announced
yesterday by the Chancellor
DfT and Treasury working to agree series of measures in coming days
which will help the aviation sector get through the coronavirus pandemic

The government and UK airlines are continuing to work closely together to
ensure British passengers overseas are able to return home through commercial
means in light of the impact on overseas travel.

Many countries have introduced border restrictions and closed hotels since
the pandemic began and during a call today (18 March 2020), both the airline
industry and Transport Secretary Grant Shapps underlined their commitment to
helping those currently overseas to return to the UK.

The Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps, chaired the calls with major airlines
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and airports earlier today, where he confirmed that the Department for
Transport and the Treasury will work together to develop a range of measures
to support the industry in the coming days to help the aviation sector manage
the impacts of coronavirus. Grant Shapps, Transport Secretary, said:

Coronavirus is having a crippling impact on the aviation industry
and we cannot allow it to force world-leading, well-run, profitable
firms out of business.

We are extremely grateful to airport and airline teams who are
continuing to help passengers get home safely. We stand firmly
behind the sector and expect to announce a series of support
measures shortly.

But we also need to send a message to any British passengers
overseas who are planning to return to the UK soon – it’s important
to take account of the fast-moving situation and plan accordingly
while flights remain available in many places.

Tim Alderslade, chief executive Airlines UK, said:

Coronavirus has had a devastating impact on the airline sector,
leading to an unprecedented fall in demand and a world-class UK
industry facing a truly uncertain future. The promise from
government to step in with a bespoke package of support for
aviation to get us through the coming months is therefore very
welcome, and we are currently working with ministers to go through
the detail of what this might entail and hope an announcement will
be made in the coming days.

In the meantime, we are working round the clock to bring home
passengers stranded overseas, and will continue with these efforts,
and we do urge passengers to check their airline’s website and
where there are options to come home take them as soon as they can.

The Transport Secretary and the Aviation Minister have been in constant
communication with the aviation industry since the Coronavirus outbreak, to
ensure the government is fully informed about the challenges facing the
sector. British tourists abroad should check the website of their travel
provider and Foreign Office travel advice for the latest information.

Our response to coronavirus

Since the global outbreak of covid-19 our business continuity teams have been
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preparing for a wide range of scenarios, from a small number of confirmed
cases in our business to a wider outbreak.

Leading this response is director of environment, safety and security, Mark
Neate. He said:

Our response has been deliberately structured so that we have
dedicated resources to manage the ongoing situation while also
maintaining our management and control of the Sellafield site and
our nuclear facilities.

Employees are following the guidance provided by the Government and the NHS
with regards to self-isolation and social distancing.

Mark added:

We have developed plans for remote working but given the number of
employees we have this isn’t a simple task. Where people can work
from home this is being managed through line management.

As you would imagine, many of our roles simply cannot be delivered
from home. We have a critical mission at Sellafield and so our
response must ensure the continued safety and security of our
workforce, the public and the protection of the environment.

I want to personally thank those who continue to support this
mission and – just as importantly – support their colleagues,
either by working with them for an extended period or by making
themselves available to work the next shift. Thanks to their
efforts, Sellafield and our nuclear assets have remained safe and
secure throughout.

We have taken some precautionary actions on the site, including the
controlled shutdown of the Magnox Reprocessing Plant.

The reprocessing plant is approaching its 60th year and is a
complex chemical facility designed to process and separate
plutonium and uranium. Turning it off quickly in a response to
reduced manning could create unnecessary maintenance or repair
work, whereas a controlled shutdown leaves the plant in the optimum
condition to be restarted.

Additional response measures so far also include:

Making access to the site easier for those who need to get into
Sellafield to do their role
Enhanced cleaning in high footfall areas of the site and our offices
Changes to our canteens to encourage social distancing
Setting up a dedicated helpline and email account for employees



Schools, colleges and early years
settings to close

After schools shut their gates on Friday afternoon, they will remain closed
until further notice except for children of key workers and vulnerable
children, as part of the country’s ongoing response to coronavirus.

Examples of these workers include NHS staff, police and supermarket delivery
drivers who need to be able to go to work to support the country’s fight to
tackle coronavirus. Vulnerable children include those who have a social
worker and those with Education, Health and Care Plans – a legal document
that describes a child’s special educational needs and the support they
require.

Children who do not fall into these groups should remain at home with
appropriate care.

Where schools are unable to look after these children, local authorities will
work with the Department for Education’s regional teams to ensure an
alternative option is available in the same area.

Nurseries, private schools and sixth forms should also follow this guidance.
We will provide financial support for these settings as required.

Where possible, we would encourage settings to also look after key workers’
children and vulnerable children throughout the Easter holidays.

The scientific advice shows that these settings are safe for this small
number of children to continue attending – but asking others to stay away
will help us to slow the spread.

To lift the pressure on schools themselves and to allow them to focus on
supporting those children who need it most, Ofsted will cease all inspections
of schools and colleges with immediate effect.

We will not go ahead with primary school assessments or secondary exams this
summer, and we will not be publishing performance tables.

We will work with sector and Ofqual to ensure children get the qualifications
they need.

We recognise that many special schools and residential settings will need to
continue to look after their pupils.

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Fighting Coronavirus and protecting the vulnerable and our NHS are
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the Government’s top priorities right now. That’s why we are asking
schools, nurseries and colleges to close – except for vulnerable
children and the children of key workers.

We are facing increasingly extraordinary circumstances, but by
asking schools to support our key workers and vulnerable children I
am confident we will help beat this virus.

I am deeply grateful for the civic spirit and dedication of
everyone working in education, and I will continue to provide my
full support throughout this crisis.

To support children eligible for free school meals, schools will be able to
purchase meals or vouchers for supermarkets or local shops.

The government has also confirmed that the total value of vouchers offered to
each eligible child per week will exceed the rate it pays to schools for free
school meals, recognising that families will not be buying food in bulk and
may therefore incur higher costs. The final amounts will be confirmed
shortly.

Effective immediately, schools will be able to order vouchers directly from
supermarkets or shops in their communities to be emailed or printed and
posted to families, and they will have their costs covered by the Department
for Education. Guidance for schools will be published shortly.

We know that many universities and other higher education institutions are
already taking necessary steps to keep their staff and students safe. We are
confident vice-chancellors are making the right decisions and the Department
for Education continues to support them in doing so.

To support nurseries at this time, the Chancellor has also decided that they
will also now be eligible for a business rates holiday for one year. That
means non-local authority providers of childcare will pay no business rates
in 2020-21, from 1 April.

Local authorities will be fully compensated for the cost of this measure. We
are applying the Barnett formula to this additional support in England. 

Guidance for local authorities on the application of the holiday will be
published by MHCLG shortly.

Parole Board Chief Executive’s blog –
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March 2020

Given the unprecedented times we find ourselves in, I felt it only right to
personally outline the Parole Board’s approach at this time. Where possible,
the Parole Board is continuing to carry out planned hearings in line with
government advice. Guidance and information on Coronavirus (Covid-19) is
still coming in so we must be prepared to reconsider our plans at any time. 

There are members of the Parole Board and key members of parole hearings who
have had to take the decision to self-isolate following public heath advice.
This, inevitably, has had a knock-on effect on our ability to hold certain
future hearings.  I would like to pay tribute to the members and other people
who are going into prison every day to ensure we keep cases moving. The
decisions we make have huge consequences.

Rest assured we are working tirelessly behind the scenes to find new and
innovative ways in which to progress hearings, however we must put the health
and safety of everyone involved in the parole system first. We are exploring
every possible avenue to ensure the maximum number of cases can be
progressed.  

Providing the most effective and safe service we can during this period is
essential so, acting on advice, we will seek to maintain hearings for as long
as we can. However, it is almost inevitable access to prisons will be
impacted in the coming days and weeks. This is likely to mean that some cases
may need to be slowed down or postponed but we will keep all parties informed
and updated on plans. 

My executive team is meeting daily to review and test our business continuity
plans. We are in an unpredictable and fast-moving situation and we will have
to make very swift decisions to ensure business continues as efficiently as
possible.     We are doing everything we can. Please stay safe. 
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