
New regulations created by Secretary
of State for business closure
(COVID-19)

The Secretary of State has made new regulations under the emergency
procedure, to protect the public. The Health Protection (Coronavirus,
Business Closure) (England) Regulations 2020 came into force at 2pm on 21
March 2020. The following businesses are now required not to sell food or
drink for consuming on the premises:

Restaurants, including restaurants and dining rooms in hotels or members
clubs.
Cafes, including workplace canteens, but not including—

cafes or canteens at a hospital, care home or school;
prison and military canteens;
services providing food or drink to the homeless.

Bars, including bars in hotels or members’ clubs.

The following businesses must remain closed:

Public houses.
Cinemas.
Theatres.
Nightclubs.
Bingo halls.
Concert halls.
Museums and galleries.
Casinos.
Betting shops.
Spas.
Massage parlours.
Indoor skating rinks.
Indoor fitness studios, gyms, swimming pools or other indoor leisure
centres.

The closure lasts until a direction is given by the Secretary of State. The
Secretary of State is required to keep the need for these restrictions under
review every 28 days.

The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Business Closure) (England) Regulations
2020
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COVID-19 essential travel guidance

Following on from the government’s guidance on social distancing in relation
to COVID-19, people should avoid travelling unless it is essential.

This guidance is for people planning to visit second homes or holiday
premises during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Essential travel does not include visits to second homes, camp sites, caravan
parks or similar, whether for isolation purposes or holidays. People should
remain in their primary residence. Not taking these steps puts additional
pressure on communities and services that are already at risk.

Read further travel guidance for British citizens travelling abroad and
foreign travel advice for each country.

PM statement on coronavirus: 22 March
2020

Good afternoon everyone

Thank you for coming, and thank you to Robert Jenrick, the Communities
Secretary, and Dr Jenny Harries, the Deputy Chief Medical Officer.

I want again to thank everyone in the country today for the huge effort that
we are collectively making.

I want to thank the amazing workers in the NHS, everybody working in social
care, in every sector, in food distribution, transport, you name it –
absolutely everyone who is keeping this country going today.

And I want to thank everyone who is being forced to do something differently
today.

Everyone who didn’t visit their mum for Mother’s Day but Facetimed them,
Skyped them, rang them instead.

Thank you for your restraint and for what you did.

Everyone who was forced to close a pub or a restaurant or a gym or any other
business that could have done fantastic businesses on a great day like this.

Thank you for your sacrifice, I know how tough it must be.

And I can tell you again that this government will be standing behind you –
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behind British business, behind British workers, employees, self-employed –
throughout this crisis.

And the reason we are taking these unprecedented steps to prop up businesses,
support businesses and support our economy and these preventative measures is
because we have to slow the spread of the disease and to save thousands of
lives.

Today we have come to the stage of our plan that I advertised at the outset,
when we first set out the plan of the UK government.

When we have to take special steps to protect the particularly vulnerable.

I said the moment would come where we needed to shield those with serious
conditions. There are probably about 1.5 million in all.

And in a minute Robert Jenrick will set out the plan in detail.

But this shielding will do more than any other single measure that we are
setting out to save life. That is what we want to do.

Also to reduce infection and to slow the spread of the disease.

We have to do more to make sure that the existing measures that we are taking
are having the effect that we want.

So it is crucial that people understand tomorrow that the schools are closed.

And tomorrow you should not send your child to school unless you have been
identified as a key worker.

And more generally in the view of the way people have responded over the last
few days to the measures we have set out I want to say a bit more about how
we interact outdoors.

Of course I want people to be able to go to the parks and open spaces and to
enjoy themselves – it is crucial for health and mental and physical
wellbeing.

But please follow the advice and don’t think that fresh air in itself
automatically provides some immunity.

You have to stay two metres apart; you have to follow the social distancing
advice.

And even if you think you are personally invulnerable, there are plenty of
people you can infect and whose lives will then be put at risk.

And I say this now – on Sunday evening – take this advice seriously, follow
it, because it is absolutely crucial.

And as I have said throughout this process we will keep the implementation of
these measures under constant review and, yes of course, we will bring
forward further measures if we think that is necessary.



Always remember that in following this advice- and I know how difficult that
is – that each and every one of us.

You are doing your bit in following this advice to slow the spread of this
disease.

The more we collectively slow the spread, the more time we give the NHS to
prepare, the more lives we will save, the faster we will get through this.

And always remember – we will get through this, and we will beat it together.

Next Robert Jenrick to outline the shielding measures.

PM Mother’s Day words: 22 March 2020

Today is Mother’s Day. It is a day when we celebrate the sacrifice and the
effort of those who gave us life, and across the country I know that millions
of people will have been preparing to do something special; not just a card,
not just flowers. I know that everyone’s strongest instinct is to go and see
their mothers in person, to have a meal together, to show them how much you
love them.

But I am afraid that this Mothering Sunday the single best present that we
can give – we who owe our mothers so much – is to spare them the risk of
catching a very dangerous disease. The sad news is that means staying away.
This time the best thing is to ring her, video call her, Skype her, but to
avoid any unnecessary physical contact or proximity. And why? Because if your
mother is elderly or vulnerable, then I am afraid all the statistics show
that she is much more likely to die from coronavirus, or Covid-19. We cannot
disguise or sugar coat the threat.

The numbers are very stark, and they are accelerating. We are only a matter
of weeks – two or three – behind Italy. The Italians have a superb health
care system. And yet their doctors and nurses have been completely
overwhelmed by the demand. The Italian death toll is already in the thousands
and climbing. Unless we act together, unless we make the heroic and
collective national effort to slow the spread – then it is all too likely
that our own NHS will be similarly overwhelmed. That is why this country has
taken the steps that it has, in imposing restrictions never seen before
either in peace or war.

We have closed the schools, the pubs, the bars, the restaurants, the gyms,
and we are asking people to stay and work at home if they possibly can. In
order to help businesses and workers through the crisis, we have come up with
unprecedented packages of support. All of this is putting our country, and
our society, under enormous strain. But already this crisis is also bringing
out the best in us all – in the army of volunteers that has sprung up to help
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the vulnerable, in the millions of acts of kindness; in the work of all the
people who are continuing to provide essential services, from transport
workers to supermarket staff to health and social care workers.

Yes, this disease is forcing us apart – at least physically. But this
epidemic is also the crucible in which we are already forging new bonds of
togetherness and altruism and sharing. This country will be changed by
coronavirus, but there is every reason to think we will come through it
stronger and better than ever before. And the more effectively we follow the
medical advice, the faster we will bounce back to health – medically and
economically.

So this Mothering Sunday let’s all do everything we can to show our respect
and love to those who gave us life – and minimise the risk to their own
lives. Bit by bit, day by day, we are all helping to delay the spread of the
disease, and to give our amazing NHS staff the time to prepare for the peak.
So let’s follow the advice, stay home this Mothering Sunday. Send her your
love by phone or skype.

Let’s stay at home, protect our NHS, and together we will save literally
thousands of lives.

Foreign Office statement following
North Korea missile tests – 20 March
2020

We are disappointed that North Korea has carried out a short range ballistic
missile launch, a clear breach of UN Security Council resolutions and the
sixteenth ballistic missile test in the past year. We call for the complete,
verifiable and irreversible denuclearisation of the DPRK. Until we see
credible steps towards this goal, sanctions must continue to be enforced.
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