
Response to 31 March direction from
Secretary of State for Education

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)
If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

Environment Minister’s letter to the
waste sector on the impact of
coronavirus

To those working in the waste sector,

As a nation we are undoubtedly going through one of the greatest health
challenges we have faced in a generation, and I want to pay tribute to all of
you who are working in such challenging times to protect the environment,
local amenity and people’s health – your work is vital.

The Government has taken some unprecedented steps; instructing people to stay
at home, to protect our NHS and save lives. However, there are many key
workers, like yourselves, who are crucial to the health of our country. I am
writing to thank you for the vital service that you are delivering. To thank
you for keeping waste moving. Maintaining the rates of black bag rubbish
collection, working behind the scenes in recycling centres, treatment plants,
energy recovery centres and disposal sites despite all the challenges that
Coronavirus brings.

As a country we are all facing challenges and I know that you are feeling
these too – staff absences, social distancing, a drop off in commercial waste
and an increase in household waste. Some of you have had to take difficult
decisions to furlough staff or close down your operations. But you have also
responded, adapted and maintained an excellent level of service where you
have been able which protects public health and is crucial in keeping our
society and economy going.

I also appreciate the cooperative spirit with which you are approaching the
situation in such testing times. I know you are looking at ways you can work
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together and have been an invaluable help to us in Government, feeding back
important information on the impact of the outbreak. In Government we will
continue to do whatever we can to help you. The Government has published
guidance on personal protection equipment (PPE) and social distancing at work
to provide reassurance for you so that when you’re doing your job, you can do
so safely.

We have also published guidance to help local authorities prioritise waste
services. We know what an excellent and crucial job is being done to keep
services running, but due to the impact of the outbreak we understand the
additional pressures that you are facing. Our guidance provides advice on how
services can be prioritised and underlines how critical black bag household
waste collections are to protect people’s health and the environment.

Workers in the waste sector may not get the headlines that other workers do
during this challenging time, but I want you to know that you are not
forgotten within Government. I am enormously grateful for all you are doing,
and will continue to do, and proud of your commitment to the services you
provide.

Thank you.

Rebecca Pow MP

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the Environment

Secretary of State hosts virtual
roundtable with NI business leaders
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If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

Furlough scheme cut-off date extended
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to 19 March

eligibility cut-off date for Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme extended
to 19 March 2020
the change will mean thousands more workers can be furloughed
scheme expected to be fully operational next week

Under the scheme announced by Chancellor Rishi Sunak last month, employers
can claim a grant covering 80% of the wages for a furloughed employee,
subject to a cap of £2,500 a month.

To qualify and to protect against fraudulent claims, individuals originally
had to be employed on February 28 2020.

But following a review of the delivery system and to ensure the scheme helps
as many people as possible, new guidance published today has confirmed the
eligibility date has been extended to March 19 2020– the day before the
scheme was announced.

Employers can claim for furloughed employees that were employed and on their
PAYE payroll on or before 19 March 2020. This means that the employee must
have been notified to HMRC through an RTI submission notifying payment in
respect of that employee on or before 19 March 2020.

This change makes the scheme more generous while keeping the substantial
fraud risks under control and is expected to benefit over 200,000 employees.

HMRC have been working at pace to delivering the scheme, which is due to be
fully operational next week.

The CJRS is part of an unprecedented package of measures announced by the
Chancellor to protect individuals and businesses.

This includes significant support for the self employed and immediate steps
to give businesses access to cash to pay its rent, salaries or suppliers.

If any employer now thinks they are eligible for support, they can find out
more here.

British Ambassador to Turkeminstan’s
interview with Arzuw News
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Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.


