
UK education providers are helping
teachers, parents and students respond
to the impact of COVID-19 worldwide

Schools/Parents
The British Educational Suppliers Association, with the support of the UK
Department for Education, has developed the LendED website to help schools
get the most out of their existing resources, and provide teachers with easy-
to-use home learning materials. You can search resources from trusted
suppliers, read teacher reviews and request free access during school
closures. This site includes over 200 UK companies.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is making free resources
available to help schools deliver effective learning outside the classroom
here.

Oxford University Press are offering free access to their education platforms
here for an extended period and are committed to supporting teachers through
professional development training that can be accessed anytime, as well as
offering teaching support for through Oxford Owl and this website.

Pearson is providing access to expert faculty, best practices, and other
online learning resources for people who are studying, teaching or working
remotely. They are regularly updating their site which includes K12
resources.

Twinkl has created home learning and school closure packs and made them
available for free, including content tailored to specific markets. Content
is available on LinkedIn & Twitter for sharing.

Twig Education is offering free access to schools and ministries of education
of its k-12 STEM resources.

GetMyGrades helps students to keep track of progress, and is allowing schools
affected by Covid-19 to use its platform for free.

Century Tech creates personalised learning pathways for students and powerful
data for teachers to ensure that every child gets tailored, high quality
education. They are offering free maths, English and science resources here.

Mangahigh is offering full and free access to Mangahigh for distance learning
maths to schools closed due to COVID-19. Visit their website.

Your Favourite Teachers is offering free access to their online GCSE platform
to ensure students are able to continue their studies and revision
uninterrupted. Website.
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My Online Schooling provides a full-time British education online to all
children of school age. My Online Schooling offering a variety of free
learning resources here.

2Simple provides excellent, accessible and inspiring software to encourage
children to love learning and prepare them for later life. 2Simple are
offering free access to both Purple Mash and Serial Mash for schools and home
users here.

Firefly provides a modern learning experience platform. They are offering
free access to their platform to schools in need until the end of next term
and have best practices webinars to show how to implement distance learning.
Website is here.

Classoos is offering 90-day free digital textbooks to international schools
following the British Curriculum. Website.

Innovate My School showcases exciting new practices and products by teachers
and education suppliers. It includes a search engine for finding the best
education technology on the market, including home learning and COVID-19
filters, of 1200 products. There are over 400 COVID-19 offers. Website.

COBIS provides information on safeguarding, online learning, guidance for
parents/owners/governors, whole school well-being, university admissions and
examinations during the pandemic. They also have webinars and case studies.

The British Council offers a wide range of classroom resources to help
students explore other cultures and discuss international issues, and to
provide the basis for international partnerships between schools. Website.
The Connecting Classrooms, through Global Learning programme, helps young
people engage with the sustainable development goals through free project
based resources and training for teachers. Website here.

Universities
FutureLearn is a digital education platform offering short courses, programs
and online degrees. There are over 1300 courses available for free. New
courses include COVID-19 Diagnostics and Testing. Website.

The British Council delivers the Study UK campaign providing practical
information, resources and insight on UK higher education for international
students, including free online courses. Website is here.

Pearson is providing access to expert faculty, best practices, and other
online learning resources for people who are studying, teaching or working
remotely. They are regularly updating their site which includes HE resources.

Oxford University Press is offering free access to Epigeum’s award-winning
online training courses. The courses support higher education institutions to
deliver training in key areas including teaching online, blended learning and
university teaching. Website.
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Cambridge University Press are providing free Access to Reference works and
Academic Textbooks on Cambridge Core to university libraries and their
associated students and faculty. Website is here.

Kortext has a Free Student eTextbook Programme, is making free textbook
content available from a host of publishers, in partnership with JISC and
Microsoft. Over 120 UK universities signed up and the programme is open to
universities worldwide providing textbooks that are relevant to the course
being undertaken by the students. Website.

The Open University free online learning platform provides access to health,
wellbeing and educational content during the pandemic. The online site offers
a chance for anyone to explore relevant topics, from teaching online and
courses designed to aid mental and physical health, to family friendly
interactives and content to help with the effects of Coronavirus. There are
more than 950 courses available, offering 15,000 hours of free learning.

The University of London is one of the largest, most diverse universities in
the UK with over 120,000 students, and a further 50,000 studying across 190
countries for a University of London degree. Website is here.
(https://london.ac.uk/). The University of London is also part of this
initiative from Coursera helping to take student learning online in response
to coronavirus.

The University of Liverpool is a leader in online postgraduate education and
has now made a range of learning and teaching resources available for the
wider higher education community. The University of Liverpool Centre for
Innovation in Education have made available resources related to curriculum
design plus videos and case studies on using Teams for learning and teaching.

Coventry University has a library of short courses available online for free
on the FutureLearn platform. In response to COVID-19, Coventry have collated
three courses to help users make the most of their time at home. Resources
available here.

Jisc are working with university libraries to ensure access to key digital
resources for teaching, learning and research. Jisc are cataloguing details
of publishers and content repositories who are widening access to their
resources with the list available here. Contact them to access any of the
resources.

The University of Edinburgh offers a range of free online short courses here
for academic skills and personal development.

Vocational and technical training
Pearson. For career-focused learning, Pearson provides access to the Learning
Hub, which contains a range of short online courses supporting BTEC,
Apprenticeship and Employability.

The National Skills Academy Food and Drink are the industry experts on skills
for the food and drink industry and have a range of programmes available
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through their Online Academy. Their e-learning] is available in areas such as
compliance (Food Safety, Health & Safety), technical (allergen awareness,
IOSH), personal development, IT and management and leadership.

The Skills Network is a leading provider of distance learning qualifications
with over 1 million users on the learning platform and over 40 UK Accredited
qualifications and 100 CPD certified online courses. Courses include
infection control and health and social care.

COVID-19 training
Health Education England has launched online e-Learning for Health content to
support the upskilling of health workers in relation to COVID19. This content
is free. The guidance can be found here and will be updated and expanded
shortly.

Skills for Health, the leading provider for healthcare e-learning across the
UK health sector, has developed a free Covid-19 Awareness resource. Skills
for Health is also offering the Core Skills Training e-learning bundle at a
heavily discounted rate; this includes Infection Prevention & Control, basic
life support, Safeguarding and more. Website.

Kineo are e-learning specialists and have developed e-learning courses to
support people with the management of Covid-19 as they come to terms with new
ways of working. These are available for free.

Highfield Learning, a leading provider of technical e-learning and offers
training in food safety, manual handling, health and safety, fire safety,
spectator safety, customer service, first aid at work, plus a range of
standard workplace awareness programmes. They are offering free training in
infection prevention and control, accessed through their website.

The University of Edinburgh created a set of free online resources COVID-19
Critical Care: Understanding and Application here for healthcare
professionals working in a critical care setting.

English Language Training
The British Council has an extensive range of free online resources for
learners and teachers of English. British Council have something for kids,
teenagers and adults at all levels of English. [Website is here]
(https://www.britishcouncil.org/english/learn-online). And of course, for
teachers too – [website for teacher resources]
(http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk).EnglishScore, the British Council’s free
mobile-delivered test is available to download globally.

Macmillan Education is a global publisher that is operating in over 120
countries worldwide. They are making our digital components and resources
available for free for both Teachers and Learners.

Oxford University Press has created home learning guidance including links to
blogs, course related content suitable for distance learning, and
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professional development content, alongside course material to maximise home-
based learning. Website .

Pearson is offering webinars on distance teaching and learning, and free 60-
day access to their Digital Citizenship Online course providing professional
development for teachers in an online environment.

LanguageCert is offering additional slots to accommodate candidates who wish
to take their English language certification exams with remote invigilation.
More information.

EF English Live offers English courses including live classes and interactive
lessons online. They are offering a 14-day free trial. Website is here.

Cambridge Assessment English has lots of free online activities to help
teenagers and adults practise their English.

Nile is a world-leading centre of excellence, offering training and
development from initial qualifications to Masters, both face-to-face and
online. A new course ‘Take your Teaching Online’ is being offered for free.

East Sussex College is offering an Online English Language classes with
flexible hours and small class size. There are General English, IELTS and
Cambridge exam options.

InTuition provides personalised 1 to 1 English Language Courses including
English online. This includes a 30-minute trial lesson.

ELT Jam help clients through every stage in designing a successful learning
experience and at present have a focus on adapting in-person courses and
training for online delivery as quickly as possible.

Further expansion of access to
coronavirus testing helps protect the
most vulnerable

Everyone in England aged 65 and over with coronavirus symptoms can now
get tested, along with symptomatic members of their household
Symptomatic workers who are unable to work from home also eligible for
testing
Testing of all asymptomatic NHS and social care staff and care home
residents also being rolled out
New expansion of testing made possible due to rapidly increasing testing
capacity

Anyone in England with symptoms of coronavirus who has to leave home to go to
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work, and all symptomatic members of the public aged 65 and over, will now be
able to get tested, the government has announced today.

This will mean people who cannot work from home and those aged 65 and over
can know for sure whether they have coronavirus and need to continue
isolating.

Members of their households with symptoms – a new continuous cough or high
temperature – will also be eligible for testing.

Anyone eligible can book a test using an online portal.

The government also announced that NHS staff, care home staff and care home
residents will be eligible for testing whether or not they have symptoms.

Working with Public Health England, the Care Quality Commission and the
Association of Directors of Adult Social Services, the government is piloting
sending packages of ‘satellite’ test kits directly to care homes across
England to enable testing of residents.

So far, 4,760 tests have been delivered to more than 4,300 locations. In
addition, over 25,000 care staff have already been tested.

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care Matt Hancock said:

Expansion of our testing programme protects our most vulnerable and
keeps people safe.

Testing is now available to all over 65s and members of their
households, if they have symptoms.

Any worker who needs to leave their home in order to go to work,
and their households, if any of them have symptoms can also get a
test. This means construction workers to emergency plumbers,
research scientists to those in manufacturing – can now be tested.

All they need to do is go on the internet and apply for a test.

Testing for coronavirus helps the government and scientists understand its
current spread and plan how to manage the pandemic.

As capacity has increased, testing has been offered to different groups in a
phased approach, prioritising NHS workers. However, the ultimate aim is that
anyone who needs a test will be able to have one.

Today’s announcement marks a further step towards that goal. It follows the
announcement last week that all essential workers with symptoms can now book
a coronavirus test, or order a home testing kit, using the new online portal.

There are now more than 40 drive-through testing sites across the country,
and, by the end of the week, 25,000 home testing kits will be available for
ordering every day.

http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


A network of mobile testing units is also travelling the country to reach
care homes, police stations, prisons and other sites where there is demand
for testing. The network is expected to reach over 70 units by the weekend.

Since the beginning of April, the government has significantly increased the
UK’s coronavirus testing capacity, which currently stands at 73,400 tests per
day and is on track to reach 100,000 tests daily by the end of the month.

The response to coronavirus is a national effort. Each of the devolved
administrations will have their own eligibility criteria and testing
priorities, however the government is working closely to align approaches.

Update on the Ventilator Challenge

Following a review by an expert panel of clinicians, including NHS clinicians
and the regulator, the MHRA, the Government will be ending support for four
devices in the Ventilator Challenge. Recognising the Government’s need to
create effective ventilators at pace, the panel concluded that other designs
could better meet the clinical needs of the NHS at this time.

Government efforts to increase ventilator capacity have already seen an
additional 2,400 mechanical ventilators made available to the NHS since the
start of the pandemic, with over 250 coming from the Ventilator Challenge so
far. The number of extra ventilators rises to 6,745 in total, when you
include both mechanical and non-invasive ventilators

The UK now has 10,900 mechanical invasive ventilators available to the NHS,
as well as 4,300 non-invasive devices.

During the coronavirus pandemic, everyone who has required a ventilator has
had access to one, but the Government will continue to increase capacity
through its three pillar strategy: procuring more ventilators from overseas,
scaling up the production of existing or modified designs and working to
design and manufacture new devices.

The Government recently announced that 15,000 Penlon Prima ESO2 ventilators
have been ordered, the first newly-adapted device to receive regulatory
approval in the Ventilator Challenge, with production set to ramp up in the
coming weeks. Smiths paraPAC ventilators, an existing device, are also being
manufactured at speed and at scale as part of the Ventilator Challenge.

Devices that have been selected to continue as part of the Ventilator
Challenge have been selected based upon expert clinical and technical advice.
This includes feedback from rigorous testing of the ventilators by clinical
experts to ensure that they meet the necessary standards for patient safety
and effectiveness of treatment, which is of vital importance for any new
ventilator design. This selection criteria also takes into account
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projections for ventilator demand, the availability of other devices which
already have regulatory approval, the performance and clinical usefulness of
each device and the progress to date on each device’s overall development.

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster Michael Gove said:

The innovation, teamwork and commitment shown by manufacturers
involved in the Ventilator Challenge has been inspirational.

While the Government will be ending support for four of the devices
in the Ventilator Challenge today, I want to put on record my
sincere thanks to everyone involved.

They are heroes of our national effort and their contribution to
protecting our NHS and saving lives will not be forgotten.

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said:

Since we launched the Ventilator Challenge the ingenuity and
innovation shown by so many companies has been truly awe-inspiring
and has helped us continue to get ventilators to the frontline and
keep capacity ahead of demand.

Technology and innovation, operating hand-in-hand with the care and
dedication of our fantastic health and social care staff, will help
us overcome this virus.

I want to thank every company, and their staff, for their
phenomenal achievements in going forward to the next stage.

Following the recommendations of the expert panel, the Government will
continue to provide support to four devices, as well the Penlon and paraPAC.
We are scaling up production of existing Breas Medical devices, the Nippy 4+
& Vivo65, with the first units expected next month. In addition, two devices
are subject to ongoing review to ensure that they continue to meet the needs
of the NHS:

Zephyr Plus, made by Babcock
Gemini, made by OES Medical

Five other devices will continue to be eligible for support before being
reassessed by a further clinical panel next week:

Piran Vent, made by Swagelok
Veloci-Vent, made by Cambridge Consultants Ltd and MetLase
Sagentia Ventilator, made by Sagentia
CoVent, made by TTP and Dyson
AirCare, made by BAE Systems

From the start of the challenge we have been clear that not all designs would



necessarily be taken forward and so today the Cabinet Office is ceasing
support for four ventilator designs. These are:

EVA, made by TEAM and Cogent Technology
Helix, made by Diamedica and Plexus
OxVent, made by KCL, Oxford University and Smith+Nephew
InVicto, made by JFD

Government confirms allocations of
£1.6 billion funding boost for
councils

Individual councils in England have had their funding allocations confirmed
today (Tuesday 28 April) following Local Government Secretary Robert
Jenrick’s announcement of £1.6 billion in additional funding.

The £1.6 billion funding, recently announced, means councils in England will
be provided with over £3.2 billion to deal with the immediate impacts of
coronavirus.

During the pandemic, councils are playing a crucial role and this extra
funding will help them to continue to deliver frontline services and support
to those who need it most, as well as meeting new pressures.

Their work includes getting rough sleepers off the streets, supporting
clinically vulnerable people and providing assistance for our public health
workforce.

The funding will be distributed to councils across England based on their
population and the latest assessment on the challenges they are facing.

The split of funding between county and district councils also reflects the
financial pressure being felt by councils as a result of residents doing the
right thing and staying at home, rather than using services including car
parks and leisure facilities. A clear majority of district councils will now
receive more than £1m of additional funding to ensure they are fully
supported.

Local Government Secretary Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP said:

Councils are playing a central role in our national fight against
coronavirus and the government continues to back them at this
challenging time.

That’s why I announced an extra £3.2 billion of support for
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councils to help them to continue their extraordinary efforts.

Today I’m setting out how the latest £1.6 billion of this will be
allocated to councils in the fairest way possible, recognising the
latest and best assessment of the pressures they face.

We are backing local district councils and the vast majority will
receive at least £1m in additional funding.

The government has confirmed the funding will not be ringfenced, recognising
councils are best placed to decide how to meet pressures in their local area.

The split between county and district authorities will be 65:35. Where there
are separate fire authorities, a specific tier split for fire of 3% will be
used.

This funding is part of comprehensive package of support that has also
included allowing councils to defer £2.6 billion in business rates payments
to central government and brought forward £850 million in social care grants
paid to councils from this month.

The Government has today also confirmed that the Review of Relative Needs and
Resource and 75% business rates retention will no longer be implemented in
2021-22. This will allow councils to focus on meeting the immediate public
health challenge posed by the pandemic.

The Government will continue to work with councils on the best approach to
the next financial year, including how to treat accumulated business rates
growth and the approach to the 2021-22 local government finance settlement.

The allocations of this £1.6 billion have been published on GOV.UK.

On 19 March we announced an initial £1.6 billion for local councils.
These funding allocations were based on a mixture of Adult Social Care
Relative Needs Formulas and Settlement Funding Assessment.

On 18 April we announced a further £1.6 billion funding for local
councils. These funding allocations are based on a per capita basis, and
there will be a 65:35 split between county and district authorities.
Where there are separate fire authorities a specific tier split for fire
of 3% will be used.

In total we have provided over £3.2 billion to local councils to reflect
expenditure pressures and potential loss in income.
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Update on COVID-19 in prisons

This follows new modelling by Public Health England (PHE) and HM Prison and
Probation Service (HMPPS) that indicates jails are successfully limiting
deaths and the transmission of the virus within the estate.

The new modelling predicts a drastic reduction in the spread rates of the
infection compared to previous forecasts, with each case being passed on to
less than one person –and monitoring suggests overall infection rates are
falling.

This means that as a result of the strong measures introduced by HMPPS, lives
should be saved and the NHS is being protected from the impact of widespread
local outbreaks.

HMPPS is containing the spread of COVID-19 within jails using an approach
known as ‘compartmentalisation’. Through this approach, staff have isolated
those with symptoms, and many prisons have been able to shield the vulnerable
and quarantine new arrivals.

Separating those with symptoms has been ongoing since early February and
coupled with the wider action taken, this has limited the spread of confirmed
Coronavirus cases in jails. The majority of those infected have now made a
successful recovery.

HMPPS took decisive action in March to minimise movements between jails to
avoid thousands of prisoners and staff becoming infected with the virus.
Strong further measures were introduced to ease pressure on prisons with the
early release of low-risk offenders, temporary expansion of the estate, and
work to reduce the number of those held on remand.

The new modelling shows that reducing the prison population by 5,000 could be
effective in limiting the spread of the virus. Thanks to wide measures taken,
the population has already reduced by almost 3,000 over a seven-week period.
Combining a reduction in the prison population, creating additional headroom
in the estate, and managing prisoners through ‘compartmentalisation’, HMPPS
can continue to protect life.

Prisons and Probation Minister, Lucy Frazer QC MP, said:

This Government has taken unprecedented action during this
difficult period to save lives and protect the NHS. I cannot
express sufficient gratitude to the hard-working prison and
healthcare staff, and prisoners, who have allowed this to take
place. My thoughts are with all of those affected by this terrible
virus.

We know further progress is needed if we are to continue to strike
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a balance between limiting the spread of COVID-19 and protecting
the public. We appreciate that unusual measures will need to remain
in place for some time and significant challenges remain.

But there are positive signs that our carefully implemented
approach is limiting the impact of this initial phase of the
pandemic – actual cases and deaths so far are much lower than
originally predicted. We will continue to do everything possible to
make sure this remains the case.

Prison staff have continued to ensure the effective running of jails and many
hundreds are returning to work after periods of absence to comply with public
health guidance.

This is being helped by an increase in staff testing, with over a thousand
referred for testing in the past fortnight. Personal protective equipment is
also being provided to prison officers and all jails have the soap and
cleaning materials they need.

Work to create the additional space in the prison estate will continue at
pace, with the installation of hundreds of temporary, single occupancy cells
alongside the scheme to release low-risk offenders. Efforts to expedite
sentencing hearings for those on remand are ongoing.

All our actions have been informed by the advice of experts from PHE and will
be kept under constant review. The revised model on transmission of COVID-19
in prisons is available.
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