
COVID-19: testing for council workers

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)
If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

2 arrested after raid on Lincolnshire
illegal waste site

2 people have been arrested in a raid on an illegal waste site the size of a
football pitch in Lincolnshire yesterday.

Environment Agency officers and Lincolnshire Police also seized an excavator
and a lorry which were actively depositing more waste at the site on Fen
Lane, Long Bennington, when officers arrived.

The move comes after intelligence revealed that lorry-loads of waste,
including plastics, commercial waste and household furniture were being
accepted onto the site and burned illegally.

The smoke from the burning waste piles – some of which were the size of
bungalows – was having a significant impact on local people and putting the
environment at risk.

Environment officers observed this activity intensifying in recent weeks –
despite the strict lockdown conditions while the country battles Coronavirus
– and took action to bring it to a halt.

The site has been subject to ongoing investigations for illegal waste
activity while successive businesses have taken over operations before going
bust.

Officers last visited the site at the end of January, arriving unannounced
with police and planning enforcement officers from Lincolnshire County
Council to carry out a full regulatory inspection.

But now legal notices have been issued, all entrances to the site have been
blocked off, and activity on the site has been halted.

Norman Robinson, Area Director for the Environment Agency, said:
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It’s our job to protect people and nature even in these uncertain
times, which is why our regulatory and enforcement work continues
while we adhere to the government’s guidelines around coronavirus.

Deliberately stockpiling and burning waste that should be safely
disposed of is dangerous enough, but doing so in the current
situation while people and legitimate businesses are so restricted
shows a shocking disregard for our communities, society and the
environment.

This should serve as a warning to those who would flout not just
the law, but the lockdown – we and our partners are still fighting
to put a stop to waste crime and we won’t hesitate to take action.

Chief Inspector Phil Vickers, Local Policing, Lincolnshire Police, said:

Lincolnshire Police have supported this Environment Agency led
operation on a site that was causing harm to the local community,
to the environment and to legitimate businesses who operate
responsibly and lawfully.  We will work with partners and continue
to enforce against offenders who operate illegally during the
lockdown period and to protect our rural communities.

Responsible waste management is everyone’s responsibility – we work
with the EA, County Council and all of the District Councils across
Lincolnshire to protect our countryside and to keep rural
communities safe, we are grateful for the support from Long
Bennington residents in ensuring this large-scale site could be
subject to enforcement today.

Joint investigations will continue and the Environment Agency will continue
to monitor the impacts of the site and work with partners to ensure the waste
is removed. If convicted as a result of legal action, those responsible could
face extensive fines and even prison sentences.

Anyone who suspects illegal waste activity is reminded to report it to our
24-hour hotline by calling 0800 80 70 60, or anonymously contacting
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Earlier this year the Environment Agency and partners launched the Joint Unit
for Waste Crime, aiming to stop serious and organised crime in the UK Waste
Industry. You can find out more about the initiative on our website.
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PCA Statement – Update on Support for
Tied Pub Tenants in Relation to
COVID-19

News story

The PCA has reported on its ongoing engagement with the regulated pub-owning
businesses about how they are supporting their tenants in line with Pubs Code
obligations.

On 6 April the PCA called on the six regulated pub-owning businesses to
demonstrate how they propose to support all of their tied tenants through the
COVID-19 emergency.

We have made clear to pub-owning businesses that the Pubs Code remains in
place, as do their specific statutory duties requiring fair and lawful
dealing with their tied tenants. Now more than ever these principles require
a fair and transparent approach by pub-owning businesses with their tenants.

It is imperative that pub-owning businesses do as much as they can to help
their tied tenants. We have challenged each pub-owning business to show how
it is being fair both in its approach to rent and in making arrangements for
ensuring as far as possible that every tenant is able to return to trading
and profitability after lockdown. To that end, the PCA has told each pub-
owning business that is expected is to start from a clear and consistent
methodology for how it will support its tenants, and to be open about their
approach so that individual tenants know what treatment they can expect. And
we have stressed the importance of the Pubs Code requirements in regulation
41 to record and agree conversations with tenants.

The PCA is also concerned to ensure that the financial stresses caused by the
COVID-19 lockdown do not translate into inequalities of risk and reward in
the regulated sector once pubs reopen.
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Government to safeguard vital Great
Britain-Northern Ireland air links

£5.7 million government investment will protect Great Britain-Northern
Ireland air passenger flights
vital routes safeguarded for transporting critical workers
funding also recently announced to support ferry freight services across
the UK

Air passenger services between Great Britain and Northern Ireland will be
safeguarded through a £5.7 million government investment, announced today by
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps.

The funding will ensure lifeline services are maintained, protecting key air
links across the Union which are vital for connecting critical workers and
ensuring that those who need to travel at this time can continue to do so.

The package is being funded by the UK government and the Northern Ireland
Executive and will temporarily support airlines and airports that are
currently operating, allowing them to continue running air passenger services
along 2 routes from Belfast City, and City of Derry, to London during the
coronavirus pandemic.

The package will:

maintain 2 lifeline passenger services (Derry-Londonderry to London and
Belfast to London)
IAG Group (Aer Lingus) will maintain the Belfast to London route which
would be at risk without financial assistance given low passenger
numbers
Belfast City Airport will provide airport services for the flight to and
from London
increased subsidies to Loganair to continue operating the City of Derry
Airport (LDY) to London route
support for City of Derry Airport to continue to provide airport
services for this route

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said:

Maintaining air links between Great Britain and Northern Ireland is
vital. We must ensure that critical workers can continue to fly
over the Irish Sea, and today’s investment in these lifeline
services guarantees that.
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Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Brandon Lewis MP said:

Today’s announcement is great news for people and businesses in
Northern Ireland, it means that crucial air services to and from
London, Belfast City Airport and City of Derry Airport will be
safeguarded, thanks to this multi-million pound government support
package.

Alongside the recent £17 million support package the UK government
announced to ensure essential ferry routes were maintained, this
additional commitment to safeguard the connectivity of the entire
United Kingdom will guarantee the continued supply of critical
goods, such as food and medical supplies and ensure key workers are
able to carry out their roles.

The UK government has promised to do everything in its power to
defeat coronavirus and to protect people, jobs and livelihoods
across the United Kingdom. As part of our efforts, we have been
working closely with the Northern Ireland Executive and the
Department for the Economy to deliver this new air connectivity
support package and we will continue to work closely with them in
the weeks and months ahead as we tackle this pandemic.

Northern Ireland’s Infrastructure Minister Nichola Mallon said:

I am delighted that I and my executive colleagues have worked
together with the British Government to secure this critical
package of support of £5.7 million for City of Derry Airport (CODA)
and Belfast City Airport (BCA) to help with their operating costs
when so much of their business has been affected by the impact of
the COVID-19 virus. This assistance will also provide financial aid
to keep the remaining flights operating out of CODA and BCA during
this difficult time.

Our airports have been badly affected by the dramatic drop in
passenger numbers but, like me, they recognise the need to keep our
island connected. This is a unique payment that will offer much
needed support in the short term during the crisis. I wish to
express my thanks to CODA and BCA who offer routes for essential
travel and to Belfast International who keep our air freight
moving. Working with Executive colleagues I will continue to do all
I can to protect our people and businesses as we get through and
recover from this crisis.

In addition to the funding announced today, the UK government also recently
announced a £17 million package to safeguard vital sea routes between Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, helping ensure critical freight and essential
supplies continue to move across the Union.
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Government pledges £16 million to
rescue Rugby League

The Rugby Football League (RFL) will receive a £16 million cash injection to
safeguard the immediate future of the sport for the communities it serves,
the Government has announced.

The emergency loan will help the sport deal with the extreme financial impact
of the coronavirus outbreak while the season remains suspended, due to social
distancing measures.

It comes ahead of England hosting the Rugby League World Cup next year, which
will see the men’s, women’s and wheelchair games come together for a world
first on the sport’s biggest stage. The Government’s manifesto included a
commitment to delivering a successful tournament, with significant financial
support already provided.

Oliver Dowden, Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport,
said:

This is a massive shot in the arm to secure the survival of Rugby
League.

We recognise that many RFL clubs operate on very tight financial
margins. Without their ability to stage matches with spectators and
despite the Government’s extensive economic package, the
professional game has come very close to collapsing.

From my first sports visit as Secretary of State to Leigh
Centurions, I could see how important these clubs are to the
communities they serve. They are the beating heart of their towns
and cities, and their impact goes far beyond what happens on the
pitch.

Sports across the board are facing unprecedented pressures, and we
are supporting them through wider Government measures. In this case
we are intervening as an exception, not to save an individual
business or organisation, but to protect an entire sport, the
community it supports, the World Cup held here next year and its
legacy for generations to come.

Many Rugby League clubs have well-established charitable programmes in their
communities, and have adapted these to help the vulnerable during the
coronavirus pandemic. For example, Hull FC and Cheshire’s West Bank Bears
have delivered food parcels to elderly people who are self-isolating, while
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players from Widnes Vikings and Warrington Wolves have been calling
supporters to build connections and check in on their wellbeing.

The RFL will administer this funding, in partnership with Sport England and
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport. All RFL Super League,
Championship and League 1 clubs based in England are eligible to apply.
Further details on when the fund will open and how clubs can apply will be
announced by the RFL in due course.

Steve Barclay, Chief Secretary to the Treasury, said:

Rugby League is a sport that makes a significant social impact in
the communities it serves, which is even more important now as we
respond to the economic pressures resulting from Covid-19.

The timing of the Rugby League World Cup next year will also be a
fantastic opportunity to build on the sport’s strong track record
within these communities, and is an opportunity that this
Government’s support will ensure is delivered.

Ralph Rimmer, Chief Executive of the Rugby Football League, said:

The RFL is grateful to the Government for understanding and acting
on the case for the whole sport.

In these very tough times for the country and huge demands on
Government, this is confirmation of why Rugby League is important –
our USP – the sport’s significant social impact in Northern
communities in particular.

Rugby League is not a wealthy sport but is rich in the things that
matter most – outstanding sporting and life chances in often
disadvantaged communities. The effects of lockdown at the start of
our season genuinely threatened the survival of our clubs at all
levels and their ability to continue delivering those positive
social and economic impacts.

This support enables the sport to survive, to reshape and to be
ready to restart in this our 125th year. And to look to a home
World Cup next year and a legacy for our communities.

Watching and playing sport together, including Rugby League, has a
role to play in the nation’s recovery. We are part of that national
sporting landscape. In the meantime, we continue to work at the
heart of our communities, helping wherever we can.

The 2021 Rugby League World Cup is to be hosted predominantly in the North of
England with the wheelchair final hosted in Liverpool and the men’s and
women’s finals being hosted at Old Trafford, Manchester.



ENDS

Notes to Editor

The Rugby League World Cup will take place between 23 October – 27 November
2021.

The tournament will take place at venues in Bolton, Coventry, Doncaster,
Hull, Kirklees, Leeds, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Newcastle, Sheffield,
St Helens, Tees Valley, Trafford, Warrington, Wigan and Leigh, and York.

The wheelchair final will take place at the M&S Bank Arena in Liverpool on 26
November. The women’s and men’s Finals will take place at Old Trafford in
Manchester on 27 November.


