Windrush online engagement events

To ensure those affected by Windrush can continue to access help and support
during the coronavirus pandemic, the Home Office will be running a series of
online engagement events.

These will start later this month and will follow a similar format to the
engagement events that have already been held around the country.

Those affected can get advice from members of the Commonwealth Citizens’
Taskforce and the Windrush Compensation Scheme, who will explain what help
and support is available and how to make a claim for compensation.

The digital solution has been devised to ensure vital outreach and engagement
can continue on Windrush. The government continues to be absolutely committed
to righting the wrongs experienced by the Windrush generation and ensure
nothing like this happens again.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

Reaching all those affected by Windrush is a priority and these
online events make sure that the vital outreach and engagement on
Windrush continues during the pandemic.

This will help ensure that all those who need help applying for
compensation or to the Windrush Taskforce can continue to get any
support they need.

The Home Office will work closely with stakeholders who will host or co-host
the events using their own online conferencing channels and manage any
registration for the event.

This will be guided by stakeholders, who will identify the most effective
platforms for the communities they work with, subject to those channels
meeting security requirements.

These measures have been put in place whilst the UK continues to observe
social distancing, but the Home Office plans to revert to face-to-face events
as soon as it is safe to do so. So far, the Home Office has held or attended
over 30 events across the country since April 2019.

The department continues to work closely with stakeholders and partners
trusted by the community to develop and deliver communications activity to
raise awareness of the Windrush Taskforce and Windrush Compensation Scheme.

The events will be promoted using a range of methods, including adverts on
social media and through trusted community networks. Details on the timings
of online engagement events will be available here.
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The Home Office continues its work to right the wrongs experienced by the
Windrush generation, which is shown by the fact that over 12,000 people have
been provided with documentation confirming their status so far.

The Windrush Compensation Scheme also continues to make payments to
compensate for those who suffered.

Citizens Advice, funded by the Home Office, are continuing to provide free,
independent claimant assistance during the pandemic for those wishing to
apply to the Compensation Scheme. This can be accessed by referral through
the Windrush Helpline: 0800 678 1925.

As announced by the Home Secretary in March, the Home Office will shortly
launch a separate £500k fund for grassroots organisations to promote the
Windrush Schemes and provide advice services. We will work with stakeholders
to co-design the fund.

The Wendy Williams Lessons Learned review was published in March 2020. The
Home Secretary made clear in her statement to the House of Commons on the day
of publication that the department will carefully consider the detail of the
report and its recommendations to develop a comprehensive plan for changing
the ways of working of the Home Office.

New guidance on moving home

Anyone in England can now move home as long as health guidance can be
followed. This applies to both renters and buyers.

The law previously only allowed moving home if you had reasonable grounds for
doing so at this time.

That restriction was necessary and appropriate at the time, but we are now
able to change the rules so that people are free to start looking for a new
home, and builders, developers and other property professionals are supported
to return to work.

This can be done while minimising the risk of spreading the virus through
continued observance of hygiene measures and social distancing.

The government has published new guidance on moving home which you are
encouraged to read in full.

It is important that everyone knows how to stay alert, contain the virus and
save lives. Our success containing the virus so far has been hard fought and
hard won. We must proceed with the utmost care in the next phase, and avoid
undoing what we have achieved.

One of the simplest steps you can take when moving home is to wash your hands
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frequently and wherever possible stay at least 2 metres apart from people who
are not members of your household.

The process of finding and moving into a new home is likely to be different
given the need to reduce spreading coronavirus.

This will include doing more of the process online, such as virtual initial
viewings; vacating your current property whilst other people are shown
around; and ensuring your property is thoroughly cleaned before someone else
moves in.

Removal firms are able to operate, although they may need to adjust usual
procedures in order to ensure moves happen as safely as possible.

Your legal representative should be able to carry out searches on your
property online in order to progress your transaction and you can contact
them to discuss likely timescales.

Your surveyor can undertake surveys of the property you wish to purchase, in
line with health guidance. This includes surveyors only entering a property
if members of the household are not showing symptoms of coronavirus or self-
isolating.

We encourage all parties involved to be as flexible as possible and be
prepared to reschedule moves if someone becomes ill with coronavirus
or must self-isolate.

The government introduced a temporary ban on evictions last March and this
remains in place.

Changes to the planning system

The government has announced a number of changes to the planning system to
help support safe construction work.

Builders will also be allowed to agree more flexible construction site
working hours with their local council. This will make it easier to follow
public health guidance onsite and stagger builders’ arrival times, making
public transport less busy and so reducing the risk of infection.

Additionally, new regulations will allow planning authorities and developers
to publicise planning applications through social media instead of having to
rely on posters and letters, helping unblock the service and allowing it to
support new development.

The government is also providing local councils with more flexibility to
support smaller developers by allowing them to defer Community Infrastructure
Levy payments.

This will help smaller developers struggling with their cashflow due to the
pandemic while ensuring communities still receive funding towards local
infrastructure in the longer term.
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Safe Working Charter

A new Charter has been launched by the government and the Home Builders
Federation, helping construction sites reopen in line with health guidance.

Construction companies signing up to the Charter commit to returning to work
safely, including working with their subcontractors to develop detailed safe
working practices.

The Charter enables housebuilders to make a common commitment to operate in
line with safe working guidance. This helps give confidence to employees
working on sites, and comfort to the public that work is being undertaken
safely.

Signatories to the Charter have publicly committed to safe working practices
in accordance with Government and Construction Leadership Council guidance.

The Charter is for housebuilders of all size, including small and medium-
sized enterprises.

Message from David Wallace, Deputy CEO
of the Student Loans Company

Absolutely everyone has had to come to terms with change this year. The
feeling that life has been placed “on hold” is understandable — but it also
provides an opportunity to get things done.

So many people are finding creative and flexible ways to use time to their
advantage, and one of the things we’d urge students in England who may be

considering going to University this year to do, is to make sure they get

their applications for student funding in as early as possible.

It doesn’t matter if you are not certain of which course or in which
University you will ultimately enrol. The main thing is to invest time now to
ensure funding will not be an issue later on. Everything else can be altered
once your University place is confirmed.

There’s lots of help available for new students (see links below) and
applications can be completed online at www.gov.uk/studentfinance

Returning SLC customers; those not requesting student finance for the first
time, are also urged to get their funding renewal applications in as soon as
possible. New and Returning students can apply at www.gov.uk/studentfinance.

I can’t stress enough that there are good reasons to get applications in
early — not least that it’s the best way to ensure your funding will be in
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place for the start of the new term.

Like everyone else, the Student Loans Company has had to radically change how
things are done and I'm immensely grateful to colleagues who have shifted
their location and way of working, allowing us to continue processing and
administering the millions of loan applications we receive each year.

It’s what we do and our work is ongoing, but we are aware that some people
have experienced delays in getting online at busy times of day. We know this
is frustrating and appreciate your patience and understanding. We are usually
less busy after 5pm so if you are unable to get online right away, please try
again later.

SLC exists to enable students to invest in their future through
access to further and higher education.

Information for new students in England applying for student
finance online

The easiest way to apply is online at gov.uk/studentfinance and SLC has
produced the following guide and a video to help with the process: student
finance quickquide

How to Apply

There is also a dedicated resource for parents and partners who are
supporting applications here https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/

Student Finance England has more information on the online student community
forum, the student room and also on a dedicated area on the UCAS website

Students can also follow SFE at facebook.com/SFEngland,
twitter.com/SF_England or youtube/SFEFILM to keep up with all the latest news
alerts.

PM award for Gateshead woman making
vulnerable children’s dreams come true

Press release

Alisar Taylor receives the Prime Minister’s daily Point of Light award.


https://www.gov.uk/studentfinance
https://media.slc.co.uk/sfe/quickstartfinanceguide/index.html
https://media.slc.co.uk/sfe/quickstartfinanceguide/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xako-efREBs
https://studentfinance.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance
https://www.ucas.com/sfe
https://www.facebook.com/SFEngland
https://www.twitter.com/SF_England
http://www.government-world.com/pm-award-for-gateshead-woman-making-vulnerable-childrens-dreams-come-true/
http://www.government-world.com/pm-award-for-gateshead-woman-making-vulnerable-childrens-dreams-come-true/

Jikienel

TTTTRINTT IR0 S o
B ——— gy — .

A woman from Gateshead who is beaming magical fairy-tale experiences into
hospitals where sick children are cut off from family and friends will today
receive the Prime Minister’s daily Point of Light award.

Alisar Taylor is using her party planning business ‘Dreams on Moonbeams’ to
offer free video calls and Zoom parties with an array of magical characters
including Princess Rapunzel and Queen Elsa. Alisar’s initiative is delighting
children in hospitals as well as children with special educational needs
across the North East.

In a personal letter to Alisar, the Prime Minister said:

Being in hospital as a child can be daunting at any time, and only
more so when the necessary restrictions to save lives from
Coronavirus mean family and friends can no longer visit freely. It
is also difficult for children with special educational needs to
understand the sacrifices we are all having to make.

So I am lost in admiration for the way you have used your “Dreams
on Moonbeams” business to create free virtual parties that are
bringing some company, kindness and love into the lives of young
people when they need it most.

With your magical characters, like Princess Rapunzel locked down in
the tower with her long hair, you are brightening up some of the
toughest days for children where you live.

Reacting to the Prime Minister’s announcement, Alisar said:

Thank you. I am delighted to be recognised for this honour, which
I, in full heart, deeply accept on behalf of the wonderful children
that I have been supporting throughout this difficult time. Helping
children to overcome their fears and protecting their mental health
has been paramount. This pandemic has isolated so many people and
knowing that I have made a real difference to them means the
absolute world to me.

The Prime Minister’s UK daily Point of Light award was first launched in



April 2014 to recognise outstanding individuals making a difference where
they live. Alisar is the 1370th person to be recognised.
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UK and Italy together to commemorate
Florence Nightingale

World news story

Florence Nightingale commemorated in Rome on 12 May 2020.

The British Embassy in Rome, together with Florence Nightingale Museum in
London and the Italian Federation for Nurses, the Spallanzani hospital in
Rome, and the St. Thomas and Guy’s hospitals in London, held a commemorative
event in honour of the founder of modern nursing, Florence Nightingale, on
the evening on 12th May, at the Spallanzani hospital (pics).

The event marked the final moment of a programme of celebrations in honour of
the bicentenary of the birth of Florence Nightingale: a touching moment, with
projections created for the occasion illuminating the facade of the hospital,
and a declamation of the Italian Nurses Pledge, based on the 1893 Florence
Nightingale Pledge, by a group of Spallanzani nurses.

A UK-Italy bilateral initiative for our nations to thank “those who nurse” on
the International Day of Nurses.

As we mark International Nurses Day, I am struck by how much we
have overcome since the time of Florence Nightingale, yet still how
many challenges we face. Nurses of all the world, of the
Spallanzani, and of the Guys & St Thomas’: I am in awe of
everything you do each day. Of your sacrifices, your passion, your
professionalism, your humanity. Thank you
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British Ambassador to Italy Jill Morris said.

The event happened in synchronisation with similar projections taking place
at the Guy’s and St. Thomas Foundation Trust, and a spectacular projection on
the British Parliament.
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