
Global Accessibility Awareness Day:
Minister calls on the public sector to
ensure digital services are accessible

Government Digital Service marks Global Accessibility Awareness day with
series of expert-led webinars
Minister calls for action to ensure public-sector websites and mobile
apps cater to the accessibility needs of all users ahead of
accessibility regulations deadlines
Public-sector websites published before 23 September 2018 must meet
accessibility regulations by 23 September 2020

Today, Thursday 21 May, the Government Digital Service (GDS) marks the ninth
annual Global Accessibility Awareness Day with a series of expert-led
webinars and resources for public-sector organisations.

The resources and webinars will run throughout the day and provide additional
guidance on improving the accessibility of online public services.

This activity comes just over four months before the compliance date for
public-sector websites to meet online accessibility regulations.

By 23 September 2020, all public-sector organisations must align their
websites with a set of accessibility criteria and publish a statement
outlining how accessible they are.

The criteria includes alternative text to improve the accessibility of
images, captions and audio descriptions for video content, and minimum colour
contrast ratios for web pages and visual design.

As leaders in this space, GDS are monitoring and reporting on the
accessibility of public-sector websites and mobile applications, and
enforcing the requirement to publish an accessibility statement on behalf of
the Minister for the Cabinet Office.

Minister of State for the Cabinet Office, Lord Agnew, said:

Today’s event provides a welcome reminder of the importance of
digital accessibility in removing barriers that may otherwise
prevent people from accessing online public services.

Public-sector organisations across the UK are already working to
improve the accessibility of their websites ahead of this
September’s compliance date.

However, efforts must continue to make certain the needs of those
who may be digitally excluded due to temporary, situational or

http://www.government-world.com/global-accessibility-awareness-day-minister-calls-on-the-public-sector-to-ensure-digital-services-are-accessible-2/
http://www.government-world.com/global-accessibility-awareness-day-minister-calls-on-the-public-sector-to-ensure-digital-services-are-accessible-2/
http://www.government-world.com/global-accessibility-awareness-day-minister-calls-on-the-public-sector-to-ensure-digital-services-are-accessible-2/


permanent disability are met. It is quite simply the right thing to
do.

GDS’s webinar sessions coupled with the guidance available on
GOV.UK will help to improve understanding of this important issue
and tackle some of the common challenges for digital teams.

Kristina Barrick, Head of Scope’s Big Hack at disability equality charity
Scope, said:

Inclusive design benefits everyone, but for disabled people, it can
be the difference between someone being able to access a service or
not. That’s why it’s vital that all public bodies make sure they
are complying with the regulations. We’d also urge all businesses
to take advantage of the resources available to get ahead of the
curve, and make sure nobody is excluded from using their products
or services.

Many of us are living our lives completely online at the moment, so
it’s more important than ever that disabled people are not
forgotten.

The recorded webinars will be published to the GDS YouTube channel after the
event. Further guidance on this issue is available on the GOV.UK service
manual and at GOV.UK/accessibility-regulations.

Dstl Pioneers Future Submarine Command
Space

Press release

Dstl analysis is informing the design of command space in future submarines
to optimise information flow.
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Dstl analysis is optimising information flow in the design of future
submarine command space.

The Command space in future submarines could be turned “outside in” as a
result of pioneering analysis commissioned by the Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory (Dstl).

Submarine command teams are facing an increasing challenge of manipulating
escalating amounts of data and information as crew numbers are set to
decrease. In these high pressure environments understanding and optimising
how information flows and is presented is critical.

Working under the Command Team-working Experimental Test-bed (ComTET)
programme, Dstl has engaged with the University of Southampton (Department of
Transportation Research) who built a Submarine Control room simulator. Dstl
supplied the simulation engine – a modified commercial gaming software called
Dangerous Waters. To play the game and provide an appropriate amount of human
behaviour data for analysis, university students, Dstl and Industry
participants have been trained to be ‘submariners for day’ using a bespoke
training package.

A second simulator has been built at Dstl’s Portsdown West site which
replicates and will build upon the Southampton facility and will enable more
sensitive data to be generated. Industry delivered Human Machine Interface
(HMI) prototypes that ‘mash’ sensor information together in an approach that
will pave the way for enabling future RN command teams to adopt ‘new ways of
working’.

Dstl’s Technical Partner, Chris Parnell, commented: “Analysis generated
during the first stage of the programme using the Southampton University
simulator was very valuable. It demonstrated that co-location of operators
highly dependent on each other for task completion creates greater efficiency
in terms of information flow and increases Command team capacity. Having
operators facing inwards creates conditions for much better shared situation
awareness between the Command team; and placing the Officer of the Watch in
the centre of the Command team leads to a more efficient tactical picture
generation.”

Dstl is now undertaking human in the loop assessments of novel HMIs that will
introduce ‘new ways of working’ for future submarine command teams. This will



include alternative roles, new procedures, adjustments to manning and changes
to training regimes.

The ComTET programme has been running since 2014. This was initially funded
through the Chief Scientific Advisor’s Science & Technology programme and now
as a Technology Demonstrator Programme sponsored by the Defence Nuclear
Organisation (DNO) with governance and funding provided by the Submarine
Delivery Agency (SDA).

Published 21 May 2020

Call for project proposals supporting
Covid-19 response in Malaysia

World news story

The British High Commission (BHC) in Kuala Lumpur is inviting project
proposals for the 2020/21 International Programme Fund (IPF).

This call for bids is for project proposals to support the Covid-19 response
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in Malaysia. We are facing the biggest public health emergency in a
generation. The challenge is global, and the UK is committed to a coordinated
international response. We will be working together governments, civil
society, research-based organisations, and multilateral partners to support
this global effort.

We are particularly interested in project proposals that aim to deliver in
the following areas:

Global health response1.
Economic and socio-economic response2.
Science, Technology and Innovation response: Adoption and Utilisation of3.
AI and Data

Process

Project proposals must be submitted to kl.political@fco.gov.uk by Friday, 12
June 2020. Successful project implementers will be notified in the final week
of June.

Bid guidance

Projects to run from July 2020 to December 2020, with no expectation of
funding beyond this period. See Budget Guidance (ODT, 13.7KB)
Minimum budget limit: £10,000
Maximum budget limit: £60,000

Assessment

Bids will be assessed against the following criteria:

alignment with the above mentioned objectives
outcomes are achievable within the funding period
project design includes clear monitoring and evaluation procedures
risk and financial accountability procedures
the organisation’s safeguarding policies that ensure protection of
beneficiaries
feasibility of project delivery under current circumstances
overall value for money
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Cherry Sand report published

News story
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Fatal man overboard from a dredger during berthing operation in Port Babcock
Rosyth, Scotland.

Our accident investigation report into a fatal fall when stepping ashore from
the dredger Cherry Sand at Rosyth on 28 February 2019, is now published.

The report contains details of what happened, the subsequent actions taken
and recommendations made: read more.
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Second Reading of the Trade Bill 2020

Madam Deputy Speaker, I beg to move that this Bill now be read a Second time.

Coronavirus is the biggest threat this country has faced in decades. All over1.
the world we see its devastating impact.

We will do whatever it takes to support UK businesses to continue trading.2.
With our network of 350 advisers around the country, and Trade Commissioners
across the world.

The crisis highlights just how important it is to keep trade flowing and3.
supply chains open so we can all have the essential supplies we need.

It is free and open trade that has ensured we have had food on our table and4.
access to vital PPE and medication.

At meetings with my fellow G20 trade ministers I have continuously called5.
for:
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A united, global response;6.

Cutting tariffs on key supplies; and7.

Reform of the World Trade Organsiation.8.

While it is unfortunate that some countries have resorted to protectionism9.
many have sought to liberalise in the face of this crisis. In particular, I
have been working at the WTO with colleagues like Australia, New Zealand and
Singapore, to highlight the importance of keeping trade flowing.

Madam Deputy Speaker, free trade and resilient supply chains will be crucial10.
to the global economic recovery as the crisis passes. Time after time history
has shown us that free trade makes us more prosperous, while protectionism
only results in poverty, especially for the worst off.

Britain has a proud history as a global leader and advocate of free trade.11.

The bold and principled decision of Sir Robert Peel to take on the power of12.
the wealthy producers, and repeal the Corn Laws in 1846, ushered in an
unprecedented era of free trade. One that saw ordinary people in Britain
benefit from more varied and cheaper food, helping grow our cities and power
forward the world’s first Industrial Revolution.

I see a real opportunity again for industrial areas across Britain as we13.
become an independent trading nation. By cutting tariffs, as we’ve already
done through the UK Global Tariff, and reducing the regulatory burden on
exporters our great British businesses will be able to export all over the
world.

British steel, ceramics and textiles are some of the world’s best, but all14.
too often they are subject to unjust tariffs and unfair trade by foreign
nations.

These industries are already looking forward to the opportunities that future15.
trade deals will bring. The US alone imposes tariffs of up to 25% on steel,
removing these would boost our domestic industries. As my Honourable Friend
the Member for Scunthorpe can attest this will particularly benefit areas
such as Yorkshire and the Humber, which account for more than a third of our
iron and steel exports to the US.

Indeed, just this week, UK Steel said:16.



Our farmers and food producers can gain access to new and diverse markets.17.
The US is the world’s second largest importer of lamb, but current
restrictions mean British producers are kept out. We can also grow our
malting barley exports from Scotland and the East of England to Japan.

Digital trade will benefit from a US FTA through its cutting-edge digital18.
provisions. Telecommunications and tech have more than doubled in the last
decade. An ambitious FTA will only see exports grow.

While free trade provides opportunities, protectionism will harm farmers,19.
tech-entrepreneurs, and steel manufacturers. We’ve already seen this before.

In 1930 the Smoot-Hawley Act raised US tariffs on over 20,000 imported goods.20.
This resulted in retaliation from other nations and deepened and prolonged
the depression.

As Reagan said in 1985: “Protectionism almost always ends up making the21.
protected industry weaker and less able to compete against foreign imports.
Instead of protectionism, we should call it destructionism. It destroys jobs,
weakens our industries, harms exports, costs billions of dollars to
consumers, and damages our overall economy.”

Madam Deputy Speaker, we have a golden opportunity make sure that our22.
recovery is export led and high value. A recovery that will see our
industrial heartlands create more high quality and high paying jobs across
all sectors.

And free trade does not only benefit us in Britain, it benefits the world.23.
Since the end of the Cold War free trade has helped lift over a billion
people out of extreme poverty. For want of a better word, free trade is good,
it is humanitarian.
It is these benefits that underpin this Government’s approach: Free and Fair24.
Trade, Fit for the Modern World.

Madam Deputy Speaker, let me turn to the contents of this Bill.25.

We can only have fair trade if it is free trade. This Bill will embed market26.
access for British companies by joining the Government Procurement Agreement
as an independent member.

This provides businesses with continued access to the extraordinary27.
opportunities of the global procurement market, worth some £1.3 trillion a
year.

The GPA is an agreement between 20 parties, which mutually opens up28.
government procurement.



Madam Deputy Speaker, we have already seen in the UK the way that29.
competition, especially in services, drives up quality in the public sector
while keeping prices low.

The GPA keeps suppliers competitive and provides them with opportunities30.
overseas. It is a driver of growth not a threat to our economy.

The idea that we can, or even should, do everything domestically is not31.
desirable or practical in this increasingly interconnected world. Instead we
should be making sure that we have robust supply chains through a more
diverse range of partners.

We will be an international champion for free and fair competition in the32.
coming months and years. Through our discussions at the WTO, the G20, and
bilaterally we will urge other countries not to heed that false, but
enticing, call for protectionism.

Let me be clear to the House. The GPA sets out rules for how public33.
procurements covered by the agreement are carried out. As an independent
member we are free to decide what procurement is covered under the agreement.
The UK’s GPA coverage does not, and will not, apply to the procurement of UK
health services. Our NHS is not on the table.

Madam Deputy Speaker, We are also committed to continuing to trade with our34.
existing partners that have agreements through the EU such as South Korea and
Chile.

To date, we have signed 20 such trade agreements, representing 48 countries,35.
while others are still under negotiation. This accounts for £110bn of UK
trade in 2018, which represents 74% of continuity trade. People said we
wouldn’t succeed in rolling over these agreements; well they were wrong and
will be signing more in the coming months.

This work is part of securing the Government’s aim to have 80 per cent of UK36.
trade covered by free trade agreements within the next three years.

Negotiations with the US and Japan on an enhanced trade agreement have37.
already kicked off. We are also prioritising signing FTAs with Australia and
New Zealand and accession to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

With the UK Global Tariff now published there will be an increased incentive38.
for other countries to come to the table in order to maintain or improve upon
their preferential terms and conditions.



As I have said free trade is also humanitarian. Therefore, we will maintain39.
preferential margins for developing countries; helping businesses lift
millions out of poverty.

As a Government we have committed to going further than the current EU40.
arrangements. We will look at reducing or removing tariffs where the UK
doesn’t produce goods and getting rid of cliff edges in current tariff
schedules.

Madam Deputy Speaker, we face a period of unprecedented economic challenge.41.
It is vital we don’t just maintain the current global trading system but make
it better. This means diversifying our supply chains and supporting those
businesses that export.

Exports, be they software or steel, cars or ceramics, barley or beef, will42.
underpin our recovery.

This Bill will ensure continued access to existing markets by letting us43.
implement trade agreements with partner countries which previously applied
under the EU.

It will secure continued access for UK businesses to the £1.3 trillion global44.
public procurement market.

It establishes an independent body in the Trade Remedies Authority to give45.
our great British businesses the protection they need from unfair trade
practices. Trade will be fair as well as free.

And by adopting a cutting edge, digital first approach, we will be able to46.
give businesses the best possible support.

Madam Deputy Speaker, as we recover from the economic shock of the47.
coronavirus crisis, providing certainty and predictability in our trading
arrangements will be vital to securing the interests of businesses and
consumers.

*We will unleash the potential and level up every region and nation of our
United Kingdom.

*I commend this Bill to the House.


