
PHE opens virtual exhibition sharing
plans for Harlow science campus

Press release

Public Health England (PHE) is holding a 2-day virtual exhibition in June to
unveil the latest plans for its new public health science campus in Harlow,
Essex.

PHE Harlow represents a once in a lifetime opportunity to bring together key
public health functions for England on one site. It will be one of the best
facilities of its kind in the world – the largest in Europe – and will
provide a major boost for the local economy including significant job
opportunities.

Public Health England is about to submit its final detailed application to
Harlow Council in July. Prior to that, it’s keen to share with the community
in and around Harlow and take feedback on the latest designs, images and
timeframes.

Normally, this would be done through face-to-face meetings, presentations and
a public exhibition at a local venue. Given the COVID-19 outbreak, this is
not possible, so PHE has had to find new ways to engage. The solution is a
virtual exhibition where visitors can enjoy a virtual fly-through of the site
and the Arrivals and Education Centre.

The public exhibition is being held at 2pm to 7pm on Friday 5 June and from
10am to 2pm on Saturday 6 June. Members of the project team will be on hand
to live chat, answer questions and take feedback. Any questions that can’t be
answered straight away will be provided within 72 hours.

The exhibition will remain open for 2 weeks and close on Friday 19 June.
People who cannot visit over the weekend will still be able to share their
thoughts, ideas and questions during this time. A printed summary of the
exhibition material is available for those with limited access to the web.

Martin John, Director of the PHE Harlow programme, said:
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We are determined to keep pressing on with our plans to deliver a
world-leading science campus in Harlow. When it is operational it
will be at the forefront of protecting the nation against
challenges like COVID-19.

Ever since we first unveiled PHE’s plans 4 years ago, we have
worked closely with the Council to engage the people who live and
work in Harlow. Hearing from the local community is so important
and the virtual exhibition is a fantastic way to engage as many
people as possible at this challenging time.

All the information you would expect at a public exhibition will
still be there, it will just be available online. In many ways we
hope this makes it easier, so people can access information in
their own time and without leaving home.

PHE submitted an Outline Business Case to government in July 2014. An1.
interim decision was taken in September 2015 to move the majority of PHE
functions from Porton to Harlow. In November 2015, the government
supported a further proposal to move PHE science facilities at Colindale
to Harlow to create a single integrated campus. PHE will also be moving
its headquarters from London to Harlow.
PHE Harlow, as the site will be known, is expected to employ up to 2,7502.
people. Occupation of the site will be phased.
As well as providing a significant permanent economic and employment3.
boost to the local economy, the campus will see up to 10,000
construction-related jobs being created for the duration of the build
with a number of those recruited locally.
An outline planning application was approved by Harlow District Council4.
in December 2017. That application outlined PHE’s longer term
commitments to Harlow, through investment in highways and public
transport, early years childcare and contributing to Harlow’s important
history of public art and sculpture.
PHE exists to protect and improve the nation’s health and wellbeing and5.
reduce health inequalities. We do this through world-leading science,
knowledge and intelligence, advocacy, partnerships and the delivery of
specialist public health services. We are an executive agency of the
Department of Health and Social Care, and a distinct delivery
organisation with operational autonomy to advise and support government,
local authorities and the NHS in a professionally independent manner.
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Home Secretary announces new public
health measures for all UK arrivals

They include 14 days’ self-isolation for anyone entering the UK, bar a short
list of exemptions.

As the transmission rate in the UK falls, and the number of travellers
arriving in the UK begins to increase in the coming months, imported cases
may pose a larger threat as they could become a higher proportion of the
overall number of infections in the UK and increase the spread of the
disease.

We need to take action to manage the risk of transmission from this group.

The measures outlined by the Home Secretary include:

Contact locator form

All arriving passengers will be required to fill this in to provide contact
and travel information so they can be contacted if they, or someone they may
have been in contact with develops the disease.

Self isolation

Passengers arriving in the UK will be required to self-isolate for 14 days
and could be contacted regularly throughout this period to ensure compliance.

Enforcement

Anyone failing to comply with the mandatory conditions may face enforcement
action. A breach of self-isolation would be punishable with a £1,000 fixed
penalty notice in England or potential prosecution and unlimited fine. The
level of fine could increase if the risk of infection from abroad increases.
The Devolved Administrations will set out their own enforcement approaches.

Spot checks

Border Force will undertake checks at the border and may refuse entry to any
non-British citizen who refuses to comply with these regulations and isn’t
resident in the UK. Failure to complete the form is also punishable by a £100
fixed penalty notice. Public health authorities will conduct random checks in
England to ensure compliance with self-isolation requirements. Removal from
the country would be considered as a last resort for foreign nationals who
refuse to comply with these public health measures.
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Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

As the world begins to emerge from what we hope is the worst of the
coronavirus pandemic, we must look to the future and protect the
British public by reducing the risk of cases crossing our border.

We are introducing these new measures now to keep the transmission
rate down and prevent a devastating second wave.

I fully expect the majority of people will do the right thing and
abide by these measures. But we will take enforcement action
against the minority of people who endanger the safety of others.

Professor John Aston, Home Office Chief Scientific Adviser said:

The scientific advice so far has been clear: while there has been
significant community transmission of the virus within the UK the
impact of putting in place additional border restrictions would
have been negligible to the spread of the virus.

However, the spread of the virus within the UK is now lessening. We
have been successful in getting the reproduction number R – the
average number of new people infected by one infected person –
below 1.

As the number of infections within the UK drops, we must now manage
the risk of transmissions being reintroduced from elsewhere.

The arrangements are due to come into effect on 8 June.

Information will be available to incoming travellers, including on the
government’s social distancing guidelines, through messaging and
announcements in-flight and leaflets and posters on arrival. Materials will
be available in English and 9 other languages.

The new regime will be in place across the United Kingdom, although
enforcement measures will be set individually by the Devolved
Administrations.

Through the new online locator contact form all arriving passengers will need
to provide details of their self-isolation accommodation. If this does not
meet the necessary requirements – such as hotels, or with friends or family –
they will be required to self-isolate in facilities arranged by the
government.

People should use personal transport, such as a car, to travel to their
accommodation where possible. Once they arrive there, they should not leave
their accommodation for 14 days.

This means that they should not go to work, school, or public areas, or use



public transport or taxis. They should not have visitors, including friends
and family, unless they are providing essential support.

They should not go out to buy food or other essentials where they can rely on
others.

Those entering the UK will also be encouraged to download the NHS Covid-19
app at the border and use it for the duration of their stay in the UK.

Once self-isolation is complete people should follow the current government
guidelines on social distancing measures.

There will be limited exemptions and a full list will be published on gov.uk.
They include:

road haulage and freight workers, to ensure the supply of goods is not
impacted
medical professionals who are travelling to help with the fight against
coronavirus
anyone moving from within the Common Travel Area, covering Ireland, the
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man
Seasonal Agricultural Workers who will self-isolate on the property
where they are working

The Home Office has been working closely with industry partners ahead of
announcing these changes. They will be subject to review every three weeks,
to ensure they are in line with the latest scientific evidence and remain
effective and necessary.

The government will continue to look at further options as we move forward
and these will include air bridges – agreements between countries who both
have low transmission rates to recognise each other’s departure screening
measures for passengers and removing the need for quarantine measures for
incoming passengers.

Attorney General appoints new Junior
Treasury Counsel

News story

Attorney General announces new appointments to Treasury Counsel
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The Attorney General, the Rt Hon Suella Braverman QC MP, has appointed Kerry
Broome, Julia Faure Walker, Ben Lloyd, Catherine Pattison, Sarah Przybylska,
and Peter Ratliff as Junior Treasury Counsel to the Crown. The appointments
will run for 3 years from 19 May 2020.

Duncan Penny QC is First Senior Treasury Counsel and heads the team of Senior
and Junior Treasury Counsel.

The Attorney General said:

“Junior Treasury Counsel play a very important role in the criminal justice
system. The expertise and high quality advice and advocacy of the six
barristers I have appointed will help prosecute some of the most serious
offences tried in this country, from fraud, to homicide, to terrorism.”

The title “Treasury Counsel” derives from the days when all Crown Counsel at
the Central Criminal Court were instructed by the Treasury Solicitor. That
procedure was changed in 1908 and today the Treasury Counsel accept the
majority of their instructions from the Crown Prosecution Service.

Treasury Counsel are appointed by the Attorney General. They are divided into
2 groups: Senior Treasury Counsel and Junior Treasury Counsel.
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Joint Statement from the UK, Australia
and Canada on Hong Kong

Press release

Joint statement by UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab, Australian Foreign
Minister Marise Payne and Canadian Foreign Minister François-Philippe
Champagne, responding to China’s proposed new security law for Hong Kong.
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We are deeply concerned at proposals for introducing legislation
related to national security in Hong Kong.

The legally binding Joint Declaration, signed by China and the UK,
sets out that Hong Kong will have a high degree of autonomy. It
also provides that rights and freedoms, including those of the
person, of the press, of assembly, of association and others, will
be ensured by law in Hong Kong, and that the provisions of the two
UN covenants on human rights (the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights) shall remain in force.

Making such a law on Hong Kong’s behalf without the direct
participation of its people, legislature or judiciary would clearly
undermine the principle of ‘One Country, Two Systems’, under which
Hong Kong is guaranteed a high degree of autonomy.
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£300 million additional funding for
local authorities to support new test
and trace service

Local authorities to work with government to support test and trace
services in their local communities
£300 million will be provided to all local authorities in England to
develop and action their plans to reduce the spread of the virus in
their area
Work will build on the continued efforts of communities across the
country to respond to the pandemic locally
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Local authorities will be central to supporting the new test and trace
service across England, with the government providing a new funding package
of £300 million.

Each local authority will be given funding to develop tailored outbreak
control plans, working with local NHS and other stakeholders.

Work on the plans will start immediately. Their plans will focus on
identifying and containing potential outbreaks in places such as workplaces,
housing complexes, care homes and schools.

As part of this work, local authorities will also need to ensure testing
capacity is deployed effectively to high-risk locations. Local authorities
will work closely with the test and trace service, local NHS and other
partners to achieve this.

Data on the virus’s spread will be shared with local authorities through the
Joint Biosecurity Centre to inform local outbreak planning, so teams
understand how the virus is moving, working with national government where
necessary to access the testing and tracing capabilities of the new service.

Local communities, organisations and individuals will also be encouraged to
follow government guidance and assist those self-isolating in their area who
need help. This will include encouraging neighbours to offer support and
identifying and working with relevant community groups.

Minister for Patient Safety, Suicide Prevention and Mental Health, Nadine
Dorries, said:

Local authorities will be vital in the effort to contain COVID-19
at a community level. The pandemic requires a national effort but
that will only be effective as a result of local authorities,
working hand in hand with Public Health England and contact tracers
to focus on the containment of local outbreaks, in order to control
the transmission and the spread of the virus.

For contact tracing to be effective when it is rolled out, we will
need people to continue to follow guidelines and stay at home if
they have symptoms.

Work will be led by local authority leaders and local directors of public
health in charge of planning, and will build on their work to date to respond
to coronavirus locally. They will operate in close partnership with local
hospitals, GP practices, businesses, religious groups, schools and charities.

These new plans will build on the comprehensive work already being done by
local authorities and directors of public health to respond to coronavirus
locally.

Local efforts will support the national rollout of the test and trace
service, in which everyone will need to play their part to stop the spread of



coronavirus.

National Test and Trace Adviser and Chief Executive of Leeds City Council,
Tom Riordan, said:

It is essential that communities and local authorities are at the
heart of our plans to roll out test and trace. Their work to
respond to the virus has been exemplary, demonstrating how people
across the country have come together to respond to the virus.

As we move forward with our plans to trace every case of the virus,
and contact those at risk, we will need to continue to work
together and tailor support at a local level. This joint endeavour
between local government, the NHS and local partners will help
those in self-isolation, and reduce the risk of widespread
outbreaks in our schools, businesses, hospitals and communities.

A new National Local Government Advisory Board will be established to work
with the test and trace service. This will include sharing best practice
between communities across the country.

Work to share lessons learned will be led by a group of 11 local authorities
from the breadth of the UK, representing rural and urban areas, who have
volunteered to help localise planning.

The Department of Health and Social Care will allocate funding to local
authorities in England, working with the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government on the allocation formula. The funding
is ring-fenced for this specific purpose. £300 million will immediately
be allocated to local authorities in England.
This would mean an additional £57 million provided via the Barnett
formula for the 3 devolved administrations (£29 million for the Scottish
Government, £18 million for the Welsh Government and £10 million for the
Northern Ireland Executive)
The 11 local authorities that will initially share best practice with
others are:

Tameside – as the lead authority for Greater Manchester Mayoral
Combined Authority
Warwickshire – Coventry and Solihull connecting to West Midlands
Mayoral Combined Authority
Leeds – as the lead authority for the Leeds City Region
London – Camden lead in collaboration with Hackney, Barnet and
Newham
Devon – with Cornwall
Newcastle – with Northumberland and North Tyneside as lead
authority for North of Tyne Mayoral Combined Authority
Middlesbrough – with Redcar and Cleveland as lead authority for
Tees Valley Mayoral Combined Authority
Surrey
Norfolk – with Norwich and districts Breckland, Broadland, Great



Yarmouth King’s Lynn and West Norfolk, North Norfolk and South
Norfolk
Leicestershire – and Leicester with Rutland
Cheshire West and Chester – with councils within Cheshire local
resilience forum


