
Coronavirus sick pay scheme opens for
applications

News story

Small businesses and employers across the UK who have paid statutory sick pay
to staff taking coronavirus-related leave will be able to claim back the
money from today.

In a further boost to employers affected by the outbreak, The Coronavirus
Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme – which was announced by Chancellor Rishi
Sunak at the Budget -opened for applications this morning.

The scheme allows small and medium sized employers, with fewer than 250
members of staff, to apply to recover the costs of paying coronavirus-related
Statutory Sick Pay for two weeks – worth nearly £200 per employee.

Launching on gov.uk today, the new online service is being run by HMRC, and
after making an application employers will receive the money within six
working days.

To get the rebate, employers will need to go online and input simple
information on the employees being claimed for.

The service can be accessed here.

Notes

The current rate of SSP is £95.85 per week. Employers can choose to go
further and pay more than the statutory minimum. This is known as
occupational or contractual sick pay.
Where an employer pays more than the current rate of SSP in sick pay,
they will only be able to reclaim the SSP rate.

The scheme covers all types of employment contracts, including:

full-time employees
part-time employees
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employees on agency contracts
employees on flexible or zero-hour contracts
other SSP eligibility criteria apply
tax agents can make claims on behalf of their employers

Connected companies and charities can also use the scheme if their total
combined number of PAYE employees are fewer than 250 on or before 28
February 2020. Employees do not have to provide a doctor’s fit note in
order for their employer to make a claim under the scheme make a claim.

The repayment will cover up to two weeks of SSP from either 13 March
2020, if an employee had coronavirus, symptoms or is self isolating
because someone they live with has symptoms, or from 16 April 2020 if an
employee was shielding because of coronavirus.

Employers can furlough their employees who have been advised to shield
in line with public health guidance and are unable to work from home,
under the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme. Once furloughed, the
employee should no longer receive SSP and would be classified as a
furloughed employee. Where an employee has been notified to shield and
has not been furloughed, the rebate will compensate up to 2 weeks of SSP
from 16 April.
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UK commits new funding to combat space
debris

There are an estimated 900,000 pieces of space debris larger than 1 cm
orbiting the Earth, with only a small proportion of them tracked.

The UK Space Agency is providing up to £1 million for organisations to come
up with smart solutions to this problem by using cost effective ways to
monitor objects in low Earth Orbit, or applying artificial intelligence to
make better use of existing orbital data.

Tracking debris allows satellite operators to predict possible collisions so
that they can manoeuvre them out of harm’s way. One collision could create
thousands of small, fast-moving fragments which can damage the satellites
that provide everyday services such as communications, weather forecasting or
satellite navigation.

Science Minister Amanda Solloway said:
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From artificial intelligence to advanced tracking systems, the UK
space industry is leading the way in developing ground-breaking
solutions to worldwide problems.

Today’s funding will enable businesses to develop cutting-edge
innovations to combat the growing amount of space debris orbiting
the Earth – helping protect vital services like communications,
weather forecasting and satellite navigation.

The UK is committed to the international effort to clean up space debris as
the largest investor in space safety for the European Space Agency, including
a substantial £10 million commitment to the ADRIOS (Active Debris Removal/In
orbit servicing) programme. Later this year, Harwell, Oxfordshire, will host
the operations centre for the ELSA-d satellite clean-up and decommissioning
programme led by Astroscale.

Dr Alice Bunn, International Director, UK Space Agency, said:

We want the UK to be at the forefront of a new era of space where
we continue to push boundaries while ensuring the growth is
sustainable for all.

Space debris is a global problem and this funding will enable UK
companies to develop new methods to help tackle the issue. Growing
our space surveillance and tracking capabilities will be crucial
for UK space businesses to innovate safely and sustainably in the
future.

The new funding is part of the UK Space Agency’s plans to grow its national
space surveillance and tracking (SST) capability and, working with
international partners, become a global leader in space sustainability.

Organisations will be able to bid for a maximum grant award of £250,000, out
of a £1 million funding pot. Space surveillance and tracking is a growing
international market, forecast to potentially reach over £100 million by
2035. With the demand for SST increasing, this provides an opportunity for
the UK space industry to take a leading role in the sector.

The UK Space Agency is leading work across government to develop a
comprehensive UK Space Strategy and to launch a new National Space Innovation
Programme, which will fund transformative technologies and generate high-
skilled jobs across the country.



Prime Minister sets out timeline for
retail to reopen in June

Thousands of high street shops, department stores and shopping centres across
England are set to reopen next month once they are COVID-19 secure and can
show customers will be kept safe, the Prime Minister Boris Johnson has
confirmed today.

The Prime Minister has set out:

Outdoor markets and car showrooms will be able to reopen from 1 June, as
soon as they are able to meet the COVID-19 secure guidelines to protect
shoppers and workers. As with garden centres, the risk of transmission
of the virus is lower in these outdoor and more open spaces. Car
showrooms often have significant outdoor space and it is generally
easier to apply social distancing.

All other non-essential retail including shops selling clothes, shoes,
toys, furniture, books, and electronics, plus tailors, auction houses,
photography studios, and indoor markets, will be expected to be able to
reopen from 15 June if the Government’s five tests are met and they
follow the COVID-19 secure guidelines, giving them three weeks to
prepare.

Shops like supermarkets and pharmacies have been trading responsibly
throughout the pandemic. Building on this and in line with the Government’s
roadmap, reopening non-essential retail is the next step towards restoring
people’s livelihoods, restarting the UK’s economy, and ensuring vital public
services like the NHS continue to be funded.

Businesses will only be able to open from these dates once they have
completed a risk assessment, in consultation with trade union representatives
or workers, and are confident they are managing the risks. They must have
taken the necessary steps to become COVID-19 secure in line with the current
Health and Safety legislation.

The government is taking action to help businesses re-open and protect their
staff and customers, including:

Publishing updated COVID-secure guidelines for people who work in or run
shops, branches, and stores, after consultation with businesses, union
leaders, Public Health England and the Health and Safety Executive.

Working with local authorities to continue to carry out spot checks and
follow up on concerns by members of the public.

The updated guidance takes into account the best practice demonstrated by the
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many retailers which have been allowed to remain open and have applied social
distancing measures in store. Measures that shops should consider include
placing a poster in their windows to demonstrate awareness of the guidance
and commitment to safety measures, storing returned items for 72 hours before
putting them back out on the shop floor, placing protective coverings on
large items touched by the public such as beds or sofas, and frequent
cleaning of objects and surfaces that are touched regularly, including self-
checkouts, trolleys, coffee machines and betting terminals, for example.

The vast majority of businesses will want to do everything possible to
protect their staff and customers, but tough powers are in place to enforce
action if they don’t, including fines and jail sentences of up to two years.

As per the roadmap, hairdressers, nail bars and beauty salons, and the
hospitality sector, remain closed, because the risk of transmission in these
environments is higher where long periods of person to person contact is
required.

Business Secretary Alok Sharma said:

The high street sits at the heart of every community in the
country. Enabling these businesses to open will be a critical step
on the road to rebuilding our economy, and will support millions of
jobs across the UK.

The guidance we have set out today provides a vital framework to
get shops open in a way that is safe for everyone. It explains how
retail workers who are not currently working can go back to work as
safely as possible and feel confident in their workplace. And it
reassures customers that shops are properly assessing the risks and
putting in place measures to protect them.

Josh Hardie, CBI Deputy Director General, said:

As our high streets slowly reawaken, this new guidance is important
for businesses on the ground. Our shops are doing all they can to
keep the public and their staff safe, and we’ve seen many retailers
leading from the front with innovative solutions to do just that.
As more and more businesses turn their attention to reopening, this
guidance will help them plan to do so safely and securely.

Andrew Goodacre, CEO, British Independent Retailers Association,
said:

Bira is pleased with the guidance being given to retail outlets.

It provides a broad framework for the basic measures and still
allows the retailer to be flexible according to the size, layout



and location of the shop.

This guidance will ensure that independent retailers provide safe
environments for employees and customers.

PM press conference statement: 25 May
2020

Good evening and welcome to the Number Ten Coronavirus Press Conference

Before I turn to this evening’s announcements, I want to update you on the
latest data

3,532,634 tests for coronavirus have now been carried out in the UK,
including 73,726 tests carried out yesterday;

261,184 people have tested positive, that’s an increase of 1,625 cases
since yesterday;

8,834 people are in hospital with COVID-19 in the UK, down (12%) from
10,092 this time last week;

And sadly, of those who tested positive for coronavirus, across all settings,
36,914 have now died. That’s an increase of 121 fatalities since yesterday.
This new figure includes deaths in all settings not just in hospitals.

And once again my deepest condolences go out to all those who have lost their
loved ones before their time. We must not, and will not, forget them.

Two weeks ago, I set out our road map for the next phase of our fight against
Covid 19

It is a cautious plan, informed by the evidence about what is safe, and
conditional upon our continued progress against the virus.

And we are making progress. Thanks to this country’s collective efforts, the
key indicators are heading in the right direction. The daily number of deaths
is down, the number of new cases is down, our survey evidence suggests the
infection rate is falling, and the R has not risen above one.

So just over 2 weeks ago, we moved to step 1 of our plan, encouraging those
who are unable to work from home to go back to work, with new guidelines
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setting out how workplaces can be made COVID-secure.

At the same time, we allowed people to spend more time outdoors and to meet
one member of another household outside, provided they remain 2 metres apart.

I also said we would be able to move to step 2 of our plan no earlier than
Monday 1 June – a week today.

We will set out our formal assessment of the 5 tests that we set for
adjusting the lockdown later this week, as part of the 3 weekly-review we are
legally required to undertake by Thursday.

But because of the progress we are making, I can, with confidence, put the
British people on notice of the changes we intend to introduce as we move
into step 2.

And I think it is important to give that notice, so that people have
sufficient time to adjust and get ready before those changes come into
effect.

Yesterday I set out our intention to begin reopening nurseries and particular
years in primary schools, reception, year 1, year 6, from 1 June, followed by
some contact for those secondary school pupils with exams next year from 15
June. Some contact for years 10 and 12 from 15 June with their teachers.

This announcement has given schools, teachers and parents clarity about our
intentions, enabling them to prepare in earnest. The Department for Education
is now engaging with teaching unions, councils and school leaders to help
schools get ready.

Today, I want to give the retail sector notice of our intentions to reopen
shops, so they too can get ready.

So I can announce that it is our intention to allow outdoor markets to reopen
from June 1, subject to all premises being made COVID-secure, as well as car
showrooms, which often have significant outdoor space and where it is
generally easier to apply social distancing.

We know that the transmission of the virus is lower outdoors and that it is
easier to follow Covid Secure guidelines in open spaces. That means we can
also allow outdoor markets to reopen in a safe way that does not risk causing
a second wave of the virus.

Then, from 15 June, we intend to allow all other non-essential retail,
ranging from department stores to small, independent shops, to reopen. Again,
this change will be contingent upon progress against the 5 tests and will
only be permitted for those retail premises which are COVID-secure.

Today we are publishing new guidance for the retail sector detailing the
measures they should take to meet the necessary social distancing and hygiene
standards. Shops now have the time to implement this guidance before they
reopen. This will ensure there can be no doubt about what steps they should
take.



While the vast majority of businesses will want to do everything possible to
protect their staff and customers, I should add that we will, of course, have
the powers we need to enforce compliance where that is required.

I want people to be confident they can shop safely, provided they follow the
social distancing rules for all premises.

The food retail sector has already responded fantastically well, enabling
supermarkets to be kept open in a safe way – and we will learn lessons from
that experience as we allow other retail to open.

These are careful but deliberate steps on the road to rebuilding our country.

And we can only take these steps thanks to what we have so far achieved
together.

We will only be successful if we all remember the basics – so wash your
hands, keep social distance, and isolate if you have symptoms – and get a
test.

I will now hand over to Yvonne Doyle, Medical Director of Public Health
England, to take us through today’s slides.

More charter flights to get Britons
home from West Africa

Up to 380 more British travellers stuck in Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea,
and Liberia will be able to return to the UK at the start of June on two
flights chartered by the UK government.

This is in addition to over 6,000 British nationals who have already flown
home from across sub-Saharan Africa.

Details of the new flights are as follows:

2 June: Guinea – Côte d’Ivoire – UK
3 June: Cape Verde – Liberia – UK

The additional charter flights have been arranged for British travellers, and
their dependants, whose primary residence is the UK. Priority is given to the
most vulnerable travellers, for example people with health conditions.

Minister of State for Africa, James Duddridge, said:

These two flights from West Africa will mean up to 380 British
travellers from Cape Verde, Cȏte d’Ivoire, Guinea and Liberia are
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able to return home. We have now chartered 29 flights from sub-
Saharan Africa and will have helped over 6,000 British nationals
get back to the UK.

This has been a logistical challenge and I am grateful for the
continued co-operation and support from the local authorities in
all these countries.

The UK government is working with the airline industry and host governments
across the world to help bring back British travellers to the UK as part of
the plan announced by the Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab on 30 March – with
up to £75 million available for special charter flights to priority
countries, focused on helping the most vulnerable travellers.

So far, charter flights have returned British travellers from countries
across the world including India, Pakistan, Nigeria, The Gambia, South
Africa, Nepal, Ghana, Tunisia, Algeria and Peru.
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