
UK seeks to boost ties with Southeast
Asia through ASEAN

The bid is the latest step by the Foreign Office to forge deeper relations
with regional blocs beyond the UK’s doorstep, and boost ties with
international forums that will lead to new opportunities across trade,
education, science and security.

The application, which would give the UK high-level access to ASEAN
reinforced by deeper practical cooperation, alongside countries including the
United States, China and India, was signed by Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab.

Foreign Secretary, Dominic Raab, said:

As Asia grows in importance, Global Britain will cooperate even
more closely with our friends in the region. We aim to boost trade
by joining the Trans-Pacific trade agreement. And by becoming one
of ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners, we can strengthen our ability to
cooperate across the Indo-Pacific region, as a force for good, on
everything from climate change to regional stability.

The UK is already one of the few countries with a dedicated Ambassador to
ASEAN, an embassy or High Commission in all ten Member States and an
extensive cooperation programme on topics spanning terrorism, climate change
and COVID-19.

UK Ambassador to ASEAN, Jon Lambe, said:

We have been a close partner of ASEAN for over 40 years, over which
time we have worked side-by-side across political, security,
economic and social and cultural issues.

In my role as Ambassador to the organisation, every day I see how
the UK is being a force for good in the region.

Our bid to become a Dialogue Partner is part of our long-standing
and continued commitment to ASEAN.

Dialogue Partner status would further build the UK’s strong relationships
across the ASEAN region and reflects the strength and breadth of the UK offer
to the organisation.

The status would facilitate further practical cooperation across key sectors
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as well as allow the UK to attend annual ASEAN Summits and ministerial
meetings.

Founded in 1967, ASEAN is a regional community that has brought together the
ten Southeast Asian countries around a set of common values and principles,
as well as seeking to accelerate economic growth, social progress and
cultural development through joint endeavours.

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

Email newsdesk@fco.gov.uk

David Noakes: Judge orders seizure of
£1.4 million

It means that David Noakes, who has been convicted of money laundering and
the manufacture and sale of unlicensed medicines, will face the seizure of
his aircraft, boat, Aston Martin, Rolls Royce and UK and Guernsey bank
accounts.

The outcome follows a four-year investigation by the Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA), which was assisted by the London Regional
Asset Recovery Team (RART) in investigating Noakes’s complex financial
dealings.

Noakes, the owner of Guernsey-based Immuno Biotech, served a 15-month prison
sentence from November 2018 after pleading guilty to 4 charges relating to
the manufacture, sale and supply of an unlicensed medicine (GcMAF), and one
count of money laundering.

Globulin component Macrophage Activating Factor (GcMAF) was a product made
from human blood, sold by a Guernsey-based company called Immuno Biotech,
headed by Noakes.

Noakes advertised GcMAF as a ‘miracle cure’ for a range of conditions
including cancer, HIV and autism, with no scientific basis to support these
medicinal claims. The court heard Noakes made over £13 million from the sale
of GcMAF between 2011 and 2015.

GcMAF was sold through various European websites which UK buyers would have
had no difficulty accessing. Production was stopped in January 2015, as a
result of the MHRA’s investigation, and a seizure of more than 10,000 vials
took place, which Noakes could have sold for £5.5 million. The MHRA also
issued a warning to the public against purchasing GcMAF.
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The £1,349,400.48 confiscation order means that the identified assets will be
realised and paid to the Home Office for distribution under the Proceeds of
Crime Act (POCA) 2002 incentivisation scheme.

MHRA Head of Enforcement, Andy Morling, said:

Today’s confiscation marks the successful conclusion of a complex,
four-year investigation by the MHRA Enforcement Group.

Our investigation team has worked relentlessly to bring David
Noakes and his associates to justice and today’s decision to deny
him the proceeds of his criminality is welcome. Noakes put public
health at risk through the unlicensed manufacturing and sale of
GcMAF products, which were not fit for human consumption or for use
as medicines.

To get the best advice in relation to your health, visit your GP or
other health professional, get a correct diagnosis and always buy
medicines from a legitimate high street or registered pharmacy.

To stay safe when buying medicines online, always buy from a
registered website. Avoid dodgy online providers, suspicious URLs
and beware of unrealistic claims which can expose you to unlicensed
medicines, or even identity theft and fraud.

Patient safety is our highest priority and we will continue to
track,prosecute and remove assets from criminals who exploit public
health for their own gain.

Health and Social Care Secretary’s
statement on coronavirus (COVID-19): 5
June 2020

Good afternoon and welcome to Downing Street’s daily coronavirus briefing.

Before taking questions from members of the public and the media, I’d like to
start by sharing the latest data.

http://www.government-world.com/health-and-social-care-secretarys-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-5-june-2020/
http://www.government-world.com/health-and-social-care-secretarys-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-5-june-2020/
http://www.government-world.com/health-and-social-care-secretarys-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-5-june-2020/


First slide please.

The first slide shows the information on infections, and the data published
by the Office for National Statistics this morning shows the number of people
who had coronavirus in England fell from around 139,000 between 3 and 16 May
to around 53,000 between 17 and 30 May.

That’s represented in percentage terms in this right-hand chart. It
demonstrates that the percentage of the population testing positive has been
falling consistently over recent weeks. SAGE have confirmed that the R across
the whole of the UK is between 0.7 and 0.9.

The ONS survey also estimated the number of new coronavirus infections which
stands at 39,000 per week which is equivalent to around 5,600 per day. And
this is lower than the similar estimate made last week. So these are
encouraging trends about the reducing spread of coronavirus across the
country.

This slide shows progress on testing and the number of new confirmed cases.
In total 5,214,277 tests have been carried out including 207,231 tests
yesterday. And these data on tests include both the swab tests to find out if
you have coronavirus and also the antibody tests, which stand at just over
40,000 antibody tests a day.

The antibody tests find out if you have had the virus. And if you have had
the virus you can help make a difference because by donating your plasma from
your blood that has your antibodies in it then you can help somebody who is
currently suffering in hospital with coronavirus.

I did this earlier today. I gave my antibodies and the process is simple,
it’s straightforward. If you have had coronavirus, if you go to the NHS Blood
and Transplant website NHSBT then you too can donate your antibodies and help
protect somebody who is currently in hospital with coronavirus. And I’d
encourage anybody who can do that to step forward.

The chart also shows that the number of confirmed cases is 1,650 yesterday
which brings the total of confirmed cases, confirmed by swab tests, to
283,311.

This slide shows the data from hospitals. There were 694 admissions, new
admissions, with COVID-19 on the latest data, which has fallen over the last
week. Those data include England, Wales and Northern Ireland. They don’t
include Scotland. And also the bottom data which is across the whole UK,
shows the number of people in ventilator beds has fallen from 751 on 28 May,
a week ago, down to 571. This is down from a peak of over 3000 on 12 April.

Slide 4 shows the regional breakdown of people in hospital. And it shows that
over 7,000 people remain in hospital, 7,080 to be precise. But this is down
15% from 8,285 a week ago and a peak of over 20,000 in April. The final slide
shows the number of people who have sadly lost their lives. And this number
stands at 40,261 on the latest information, which is 357 higher than
yesterday.



These slides demonstrate, although the past few months have been a time of
sorrow for so many people, because of these deaths is not a statistic but the
loss of a loved one for so many families. The slides also show that we have
made a progress in our fight against this virus. But they also show that
there is so much more to do.

It shows that we must always remain vigilant.

Especially when it comes to protecting our NHS, which has been at the front
line of the battle.

And of course thanks to an enormous national effort, we protected the NHS and
prevented it being overwhelmed which in turn saved lives.

And today I want to set out further that we are taking further steps to
protect the NHS and especially around face coverings and face masks.

Yesterday, the Secretary of State for Transport announced that face coverings
will become mandatory on public transport from June 15 – with a few specific
exceptions – for instance those with breathing difficulties.

This doesn’t mean surgical masks, which need to be kept for clinical
settings, but the kind of face masks that you can easily make at home – in
fact there’s a good guide on GOV.UK.

As more people go back to work, and the passenger numbers start to increase,
so face coverings on transport are more important.

Likewise, as the NHS reopens right across the country, it is critically
important to stop the spread amongst staff, patients and visitors too.

So today we are setting out that all hospital visitors and outpatients will
need to wear face coverings.

One of the things that we’ve learnt is that those in hospitals, those that
are working in hospital are more likely to catch coronavirus, whether they
work in a clinical setting or not.

And so to offer even greater protection, we are also providing new guidance
for NHS staff in England which will come into force again on the 15 June, and
all hospital staff will be required to wear Type 1 or 2 surgical masks.

And this will cover all staff working in hospital.

And it will apply at all times, not just when they are doing their life-
saving work on the frontline. It will apply in all areas, except in those
areas designated as covid-secure workplaces.

And of course where PPE guidance recommends more stringent protection, of
course, that remains in place.

We are upgrading this guidance to make sure that even as this virus comes
under control, as we saw the falling incidences across the country, our
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hospitals are a place of care and of safety.

We have also strengthened infection control in care homes. And we are working
with the social care sector on how this approach can apply appropriately in
social care too.

It’s about protecting our NHS and social care, which means protecting our
colleagues who work in the NHS and in social care.

And I want to say this to you all my colleagues in health and social care.

As we get this virus under control, it is so important that we stamp out new
infections and outbreaks.

And of course in health and care you do this brilliantly all the time – and
coronavirus is no exception.

That means that if one of your team tests positive, you have to follow the
isolation advice.

The natural impulse of course of anyone in care, in the NHS is the thing you
can best do is be there to help. To be there for the patient.

But if you have the virus, or are at risk of having the virus, the best thing
you can do for them, as well as yourself, is to isolate at home.

And this means that social distancing in the workplace also must be
reiterated and it matters just as much as anywhere else.

And I know that social distancing and self-isolation can cause big logistical
challenges, and we will support you in doing what is right and necessary.

All of us have a role to play here.

And the last thing I want to say is this, ahead of this weekend, when I know
there are plans for further protests, I want to say something to you as
Health Secretary.

Like so many, I am appalled by the death of George Floyd and I understand why
people are deeply upset.

But we are still facing a health crisis and coronavirus remains a real
threat.

And the reason that it is vital that people stick to the rules this weekend
is to protect themselves and their family from this horrific disease.

So please for the safety of your loved ones, do not attend large gatherings –
including demonstrations – of more than 6 people.

We all need to stay alert, control the virus and save lives.



Face masks and coverings to be worn by
all NHS hospital staff and visitors

Evidence from the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) previously
confirmed face coverings can help reduce the risk of transmission if you are
suffering from coronavirus, but not showing symptoms.

NHS staff already wear face masks in clinical areas within 2 metres of a
patient, but this new guidance applies to everyone working in all areas of
the hospital.

Members of the public are strongly urged to attend hospital wearing a face
covering, but a face mask will be provided in emergencies.

Last month, government set out advice for people on how to make their own
face coverings easily at home, using scarves or other textile items. These
face coverings should cover the mouth and nose while allowing the wearer to
breathe comfortably and can be as simple as a scarf or bandanna that ties
behind the head to give a snug fit.

The government has adequate stocks of face masks to meet demand and continues
to pursue contracts for additional stock.

Further guidance for hospitals will be published by 15 June to allow
hospitals to get stocks and plans in place, and the guidance will be kept
under review.

We are working with the social care sector to implement a similar approach.

At the press conference today, Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock
said:

As the NHS reopens right across the country, it is critically
important to stop the spread amongst staff, patients and visitors
too.

So today we are setting out that all hospital visitors and
outpatients will need to wear face coverings.

One of the things that we’ve learnt is that those in hospital,
those who are working in hospital, are more likely to catch
coronavirus, whether they work in a clinical setting or not.

And to offer even greater protection, we are also providing new
guidance for NHS staff in England which will come into force again
on the 15 June, and all hospital staff will be required to wear
Type 1 or 2 surgical masks, and this will cover all staff working
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in hospital.

It will apply at all times, not just when they are doing their
life-saving work on the frontline. It will apply in all areas
except those areas designated as COVID-secure workplaces.

And of course where PPE guidance recommends more stringent
protection, that remains in place.

There is further advice on making a face covering available.

People should wash their hands or use hand sanitiser before putting their
face covering on and after taking it off and it is important that people
don’t touch their face covering when wearing it, where possible, to avoid
hand to mask transmission of the virus.

The public are advised to consider wearing face coverings in enclosed public
spaces where you may be more likely to come into contact with people you do
not normally meet, the government announced today.

On 4 June government announced that it will work with operators to make it
mandatory for passengers to wear face coverings when using public transport
in England from 15 June.

Conflict, Stability and Security Fund:
Call for Bids 2020

The Conflict, Stability and Security Fund- CSSF is the UK’s Foreign and
Commonwealth Office’s (FCO) global fund supporting the efforts in the region
to tackle illicit economies, serious and organised crime and corruption in
Colombia, Peru and Panama primarily (but with potential to cover linked
events in other neighbouring countries).

In Colombia for 2020/21 we are inviting proposals in the specific topic
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outlined in the attached terms of reference. PLEASE APPLY ONLY TO THESE
THEMATIC AREA, BIDS OUTSIDE THEM WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

PRIORITY OBJECTIVES

We are seeking an
implementer to undertake
a regional investigative
journalism project which
focuses on the dynamics
of corruption, serious
and organised crime and
illicit economies. How
these dynamics are
interacting with the
current COVID-19
pandemic might also be a
focus of project
activity.

The ultimate form of the project depends upon the
project implementer but might include the
following: • Creating a new platform that
strengthens media organisation throughout the
region and provides journalists with a platform in
which they can collaborate and build regional
stories on the key thematic areas, as well as to
provide them with instruments to enhance their
investigative journalism capacity; • Providing a
new network of support to journalists already
working in this area and further increasing their
capacity as well as the possibility of
investigative journalism in the key thematic areas
appearing in regional press outlets; • Support to
the operations of a pre-existing media
organisation/alliance already working in these
thematic to enhance capabilities/expand their
ambition

How to apply:

Proposals should be sent to the British Embassy in Colombia. Instructions for
this bidding round in Bogota are outlined below.

The following documents are attached, please read all guidance.

Bidding process:

Potential implementers are invited to submit a Concept Note to1.
claudia.castilla@fco.gov.uk and cianan.good@fco.gov.uk by Thursday 18
June 2020, 11.59 p. m. Bogota time (template attached). Concept bids
should be no more than 3 pages in length. We will not consider proposals
that are delivered after the deadline.

The Embassy in Bogota will evaluate all Concept Forms and decide which2.
proposals should move forward in the funding round. Only potential
implementers invited to continue in the process will be contacted by the
Embassy by (Thursday 25 June 2020), notifying them of the decision and
inviting them to prepare full project proposal forms. If you have not
heard from the Embassy by then please assume your bid has been
unsuccessful.

The deadline for submitting the full project proposal will then be3.
Sunday 5 July by 11.59 p. m. Bogota time (again, only implementers that
are asked to by the Embassy should send full proposals). We will not
receive proposals after this deadline.
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Successful bids will be announced by 10 July 2020. Projects approved for4.
funding will start at the latest on 1 August 2020 but sooner if
possible.

All proposals (concepts and full bids) must be submitted in English. The
Budget must be presented in pounds (GBP), and an exchange rate of COP/£
4764.25 must be used; however, the Embassy will not cover any variances in
the total amount of the budget due to the exchange rate.

Full proposals at Stage 3 must be supported by a realistic activity based
budget, set out with as much detail as possible.

Selection Criteria

Bids will also be assessed against the following criteria:

value for money
alignment with the terms of reference
project viability, including capacity of implementing organisation(s)
project design, including clear, achievable objectives/outputs
good risk and stakeholder management

Published 5 June 2020
Last updated 11 June 2020 + show all updates

11 June 20201.

Edited the Project Bid, Scope and Scale, and Deadline sections – the
date changed from 30 March 2020 to 30 March 2021. Edited the budget
section – changed from GBP 150 to 200,000.

5 June 20202.

First published.
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