
UK-Qatari Typhoons take off as joint
squadron

News story

The Royal Air Force and Qatar Emiri Air Force (QEAF) Typhoon Squadron have
commenced flying as a Joint Squadron.

RAF and Qatari Air Force pilots. Crown copyright.

The Royal Air Force and Qatar Emiri Air Force (QEAF) Typhoon Squadron, known
as No.12 Squadron, have marked an important milestone as they commenced
flying as a Joint Squadron

Based at RAF Coningsby, No.12 Squadron is a unique initiative between the UK
and Qatar and will provide the QEAF with valuable experience operating the
Typhoon as they prepare to receive their first aircraft. With deliveries
commencing in 2022, the aircraft are part of a £5.1 billion deal between BAE
Systems and the Government of Qatar.

The flags of both nations were raised at RAF Coningsby this week as Typhoons
with new Squadron markings flew for the first time, signalling the Squadron’s
readiness to train pilots and ground crew from both air forces.

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said:

No.12 Squadron is a testament to our enduring friendship and
commitment to Qatar, the only nation with which the UK has a Joint
Squadron. Together we are protecting populations and securing our
mutual interests across the Middle East.

His Excellency Dr Khalid bin Mohammad al Attiyah, Minister of State for
Defence Affairs said:
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The first flight of No. 12 Squadron marks an important milestone in
the commitment of the Qatari Emiri Air Force and the Royal Air
Force to deliver on excellence.

The raising of the flags of The State of Qatar and the United
Kingdom side by side in commemoration of the first joint flight
represents the alignment of vision and strategy in building for a
stable and prosperous future for both nations and the world.

The UK has a long history of working with international partners in our Armed
Forces, with such defence engagement recognised as key to strengthening
partnerships and promoting our national interest. However, No. 12 Squadron is
the first Joint Squadron in the RAF since the Second World War and Battle of
Britain.

The Joint Squadron was stood up on 24 July 2018 and will drive closer
collaboration between the RAF and QEAF, putting our bilateral security and
defence relationship on a long-term and sustainable footing.
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Billion pound Covid catch-up plan to
tackle impact of lost teaching time

Children in England are set to benefit from a £1 billion Covid “catch-up”
package to directly tackle the impact of lost teaching time, the Prime
Minister and Education Secretary have confirmed.

As plans continue for a full return to education from September, the
government has announced £650 million will be shared across state primary and
secondary schools over the 2020/21 academic year.

Whilst head teachers will decide how the money is spent, the government
expects this to be spent on small group tuition for whoever needs it.

This one-off grant to support pupils in state education recognises that all
young people have lost time in education as a result of the pandemic,
regardless of their income or background.

Separately, a National Tutoring Programme, worth £350 million, will increase
access to high-quality tuition for the most disadvantaged young people over
the 2020/21 academic year.
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This will help accelerate their academic progress and prevent the gap between
them and their more affluent peers widening.

This £1 billion package is on top of the £14 billion three-year funding
settlement announced last year – recognising the additional work schools will
need to do to help students to catch up.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

I want to once again thank teachers, childcare workers and support
staff for the brilliant work they have been doing throughout the
pandemic.

This includes providing remote education for those not in school,
as well as face-to-face education for vulnerable children and the
children of critical workers.

This £1 billion catch-up package will help head teachers to provide
extra support to children who have fallen behind while out of
school.

I am determined to do everything I can to get all children back in
school from September, and we will bring forward plans on how this
will happen as soon as possible.

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

We cannot afford for any of our children to lose out as a result of
Covid-19. The scale of our response must match the scale of the
challenge.

This package will make sure that every young person, no matter
their age or where they live, gets the education, opportunities and
outcomes they deserve, by spending it on measures proven to be
effective, particularly for those who are most disadvantaged.

The plan will be delivered throughout the next academic year,
bringing long term reform to the educational sector that will
protect a generation of children from the effects of this pandemic.

The National Tutoring Programme is designed to reach up to two million of



England’s most disadvantaged children.

The Government’s ambition is that all providers running holiday clubs and
activities for children over the summer holiday will be able to open, if the
science allows.

Guidance will be provided to the sector on how to implement the protective
measures necessary to open safely, and to parents on how to minimise the
spread of the virus if they choose to attend.

Today the Education Endowment Foundation has also published a guide to help
school leaders and staff decide how to use this funding to best support their
pupils and their outcomes.

It provides advice on support strategies schools can use in deciding how to
support pupils, including intervention programmes, extra teaching capacity,
access to technology or summer schools.

The new package builds on the government’s work throughout the pandemic to
support the children most in need.

Nurseries, schools and colleges remained open to children from the most
vulnerable families and have gone above and beyond to keep in contact with
them.

The Department for Education has also invested more than £100 million in
remote education – including delivering laptops and internet access to those
who need them most.

Sir Peter Lampl, founder and chairman of the Sutton Trust and chairman of the
Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), said:

Despite the heroic efforts of schools, many pupils’ learning has
suffered as a result of school closures. These children are drawn
disproportionately from disadvantaged communities and need
extensive support.

We are delighted that the government is announcing a large sum
today to benefit those pupils who need it the most. We are proud to
support the tutoring programme. Extensive trials show that high-
quality tuition is a cost-effective way to enable pupils to catch
up. Through a collaboration of organisations across the country,
our aim is to make this tuition available to tens of thousands of
primary and secondary school pupils. Our hope is that it becomes a
powerful tool for teachers in the years to come.



Charity regulator issues Official
Warning to Islamic Centre of England
Ltd

Press release

Warning follows trustees’ failure to comply with regulatory advice over
events

The Charity Commission has issued an Official Warning to the Islamic Centre
of England Ltd (registered charity 1058998) as it found the trustees failed
to discharge their legal duties towards the charity, which has resulted in
misconduct and/or mismanagement.

The charity was set up to advance the religion of Islam and education among
the Muslim community and operates in London.

On 3 January 2020 the trustees allowed a candlelit vigil to be held at the
charity’s West London premises in response to the death of the Iranian Major
General Qasem Soleimani. Soleimani has been subject to financial sanctions by
HM Treasury for terrorism and/or terrorist financing since 17 October 2011
following a designation under the Terrorist Asset Freezing Etc Act 2010.

The event risked associating the charity with a speaker who may have
committed an offence under the Terrorism Acts, as the speaker was filmed
during the event appearing to praise and call for support for Soleimani. The
trustees failed to intervene or provide a counter narrative.

The following day the trustees organised a further event for Soleimani and
published statements on the charity’s website offering condolence and praise
for him.

The trustees clearly failed to take account of regulatory advice and guidance
issued by the Commission in January 2015 regarding the hosting of public
events and the selection of speakers. They also put the charity’s reputation
at risk.
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As a result, the regulator has exercised its power under section 75A of the
Charities Act 2011 to issue an Official Warning to the charity. This requires
the trustees to take specific steps to review content on the charity’s
website and ensure appropriate consideration is given and risk assessments
conducted for any future events held at the charity’s premises.

Tim Hopkins, Assistant Director of Investigations and Inquiries at the
Charity Commission said:

Through their actions the trustees have failed in their legal
duties towards this charity, putting its reputation at risk. Any
charity being associated with terrorism is completely unacceptable
and we are concerned by the corrosive effect this might have on
public confidence in this and other charities.

Charities exist to improve lives and strengthen society, so it is
vital that trustees honour their responsibility to act in the best
interests of their charity at all times. We expect the charity’s
trustees to comply with the required actions to address our
concerns.

The Official Warning is published here. The Commission has an ongoing
regulatory case into the Islamic Centre of England Ltd.

Failure to comply with the actions set out in the Official Warning may lead
to further regulatory action being taken by the regulator as part of its
ongoing case.

Ends.

Notes to editors:

The Charity Commission is the independent, non-ministerial government1.
department that registers and regulates charities in England and Wales.
Its purpose is to ensure charity can thrive and inspire trust so that
people can improve lives and strengthen society.
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European foreign ministers meet to
discuss Iran

In the Foreign Secretary’s first visit to Berlin, Dominic Raab will discuss
some of the UK’s top foreign policy priorities including Iran, and China’s
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proposed new national security law in Hong Kong.

Talks between Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab and his ‘E3’ counterparts,
German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas and French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le
Drian, will focus on the importance of finding a diplomatic solution to de-
escalate tensions, holding Iran to account for its destabilising regional
activity, and keeping the door open for Iran to find a peaceful way forward.

In January this year, the E3 triggered the Dispute Resolution Mechanism to
preserve the nuclear deal and bring Iran back into compliance. It remains
committed to that process.

Following the G7 Foreign Ministers’ joint statement on Hong Kong, the
Ministers will also discuss China’s proposed new security law in Hong Kong
and the importance of working together to encourage China to live up to its
international obligations.

The Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:

International collaboration is vital as we continue managing the
coronavirus pandemic, as well as working together on Iran and Hong
Kong.

The UK, Germany and France have a long-shared history and I look
forward to continue working together to promote our common values.

The Foreign Secretary will also hold bilateral talks with Heiko Maas, where
the pair will look to increase co-operation on a range of issues, such as PPE
supply to continue the fight against coronavirus, climate change and the
conflict in Libya following the UK’s departure from the EU.

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

For journalists

Email newsdesk@fco.gov.uk

MPs to transfer sanctions power to
independent panel

Press release

https://twitter.com/foreignoffice
https://www.facebook.com/foreignoffice?ref=hl
https://www.instagram.com/ukforeignoffice/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ukforeignoffice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/foreign-and-commonwealth-office?trk=biz-companies-cym
mailto:newsdesk@fco.gov.uk
http://www.government-world.com/mps-to-transfer-sanctions-power-to-independent-panel/
http://www.government-world.com/mps-to-transfer-sanctions-power-to-independent-panel/


Members of Parliament are to be asked to agree changes to Commons rules next
week which remove their ability to determine the sanctions faced by MPs.

Members of Parliament are to be asked to agree changes to Commons rules next
week which remove their ability to determine the sanctions faced by MPs in
cases of bullying, harassment and sexual harassment.

A motion tabled for debate on Tuesday 23 June will establish an Independent
Expert Panel empowered to determine the appropriate sanction in cases
referred to it under the Independent Complaints and Grievance Scheme (ICGS).

The changes bring about a fundamental break with the past in which sanctions
were determined through the Committee on Standards, comprising Members of
Parliament and lay members.

Leader of the House of Commons Jacob Rees-Mogg said:

This is an historic moment for Parliament. It is absolutely right
that the process of handling complaints against MPs has been taken
away from a parliamentary committee and handed to an entirely
independent panel of experts.

We have now acted on all three of Dame Laura Cox’s recommendations
but there remains more we can do – which is why I will be keeping
up the momentum for further cultural change in Parliament.

I am committed to doing everything I can to ensure that everyone
working in Westminster is treated courteously and with respect.

The most severe sanctions imposed by the Independent Expert Panel, including
suspension and expulsion, will require the formal authorisation of the House
of Commons.

In response to concerns that the findings of the Independent Expert Panel
could be reopened or questioned by MPs, the Leader of the House is seeking an
additional change to the Commons’ rules on proceedings.

This change would prevent the name of the complainant and details of the
investigation from being disclosed in the debate. MPs would not be able to
call into question the determination of the panel’s sanctions.
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