
Competition concerns found in digital
advertising merger

The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) has been investigating the
anticipated purchase of Outbrain by Taboola. Both companies supply, amongst
other things, content recommendation services to publishers, including major
UK news sites.

Content recommendation is a type of digital advertising where readers
visiting publishers’ sites are shown other content they might be interested
in, often based on personalisation algorithms. When a reader clicks on a
content recommendation advert, the publisher receives a share of the revenue
generated. This type of advertising is one of the ways publishers make money
from their web pages.

Taboola and Outbrain are the 2 largest providers of content recommendation
services to publishers in the UK, with a combined market share of over 80%.
They supply very similar services and are each other’s main competitor. In
particular, the companies’ internal documents and information received from
publishers showed the strong competition between the companies.

If the merger were to go ahead, the CMA is concerned that publishers in the
UK will have a reduced choice of supplier for content recommendation
services. This could result in a worsening of terms for publishers and a
reduction in their share of advertising revenue. A large proportion of the
publishers contacted by the CMA were concerned about the impact of the deal
if it goes ahead.

Joel Bamford, CMA Senior Director of Mergers said:

Online advertising, including content recommendation, is a really
important revenue stream for publishers, including news websites.
Our merger investigation has found that the current competition
between Taboola and Outbrain means publishers can negotiate better
revenue share deals and contract terms. If the companies were to
merge, this competition in content recommendation would be reduced,
and publishers could lose out.

If the merging businesses are unable to offer remedies which address the
CMA’s concerns, the deal will be referred for an in-depth Phase 2
investigation.

For more information, visit the Taboola / Outbrain merger case page.

For media queries, contact the CMA press team on 020 3738 6460 or
press@cma.gov.uk.
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Fatal accident at Waterloo underground
station

News story

Fatal accident at London Underground Bakerloo Line platform, Waterloo, 26 May
2020.

A train (not involved in the accident) in the northbound Bakerloo Line
platform at Waterloo

At about 10:11 hrs on Tuesday 26 May 2020, a person fell between the platform
edge and the stationary northbound Bakerloo line train from which they had
alighted at London Waterloo underground station. They suffered fatal injuries
as the train subsequently started moving and departed from the platform.

Our investigation will aim to identify the sequence of events, and consider
factors relating to supervision of the platform-train interface and any
relevant underlying factors.

Our investigation is independent of any investigation by the railway
industry, the British Transport Police or by the industry’s regulator, the
Office of Rail and Road.

We will publish our findings, including any recommendations to improve
safety, at the conclusion of our investigation. This report will be available
on our website.

You can subscribe to automated emails notifying you when we publish our
reports.
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Lord-Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire: 26
June 2020

News story

Queen appoints Lord-Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire.

The Queen has been pleased to appoint The Countess Howe DL as Her Majesty’s
Lord-Lieutenant of the County of Buckinghamshire in succession to Sir Henry
Aubrey-Fletcher, Bt, KCVO.

Published 26 June 2020

East Lindsey District Council joins HM
Land Registry’s Local Land Charges
Register

HM Land Registry’s digital Local Land Charges Register continues to grow,
enabling the digital transformation of homebuying.

From today (Friday 26 June), anyone requiring local land charges (LLC)
searches in the local authority area of East Lindsey District Council will
need to get them from HM Land Registry rather than going directly to the
council.

Jade Dicrosta, Senior Local Land Charges Officer at East Lindsey District
Council, said:
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Most of our local land charges data was held in paper and digital
formats. With HM Land Registry’s support, we were able to update
and enhance over 70,000 local land charges before migrating the
data to the central online LLC Register, despite the challenges of
lockdown. We are pleased to have completed this migration while
working remotely thanks to the fantastic efforts of both East
Lindsey and HM Land Registry staff.

East Lindsey District Council is proud to be helping our citizens
by improving the home buying process across our district at such a
crucial time.

Karina Singh, Director of Transformation at HM Land Registry, said:

In migrating East Lindsey’s local land charges to the national
register during this lockdown period, we have underlined our
commitment to delivering this pioneering digital service. I’m proud
that our successful collaboration has resulted in local land
charges search results being instantly available in the East
Lindsey area, which will help the recovery of the local property
market.

Local land charges searches are normally required in the property-buying
process. Most local land charges are restrictions or prohibitions on the use
of the property such as planning permissions or listed buildings. The local
land charges search will reveal whether a property is subject to a charge
which then informs a buyer’s decision to buy a property or parcel of land.

HM Land Registry is working in partnership with a number of local authorities
in England to migrate their Local Land Charges data to a central, digital
register as part of a phased approach. Once migrated, anyone will be able to
get instant online search results via GOV.UK using the Search for Local Land
Charges service.

HM Land Registry’s business customers can use their existing portal and
Business Gateway channels or their usual search providers to access Local
Land Charges data for those local authorities which have migrated.

Customers will need to continue to submit CON29 enquiries to the local
authority.

Watch our short video for an overview of the service.

For more information, read about the Local Land Charges Programme.
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Four new directors complete UKAEA’s
new-look executive team

News story

New directors have been appointed to UKAEA’s executive team to manage the
rapidly-growing range of work areas and programmes.

New UKAEA directors (clockwise from top left): Andrew Kirk, Amanda Quadling,
Paul Methven, Steve Wheeler

Dr. Andrew Kirk has been appointed the new Director of Tokamak Science
and MAST Upgrade. Andrew has been spearheading UKAEA’s work in fusion
science for many years, championing the UK’s compact fusion experiment,
MAST, through its upgrade project – now into final commissioning. Andrew
will help guide UKAEA’s strategic scientific direction; especially
pertinent to the UK’s STEP fusion powerplant design project.

Dr. Amanda Quadling will become UKAEA’s new Director of Materials.
Amanda started her career as a geochemist in Africa, working for De
Beers and BHP Billiton, Amanda moved to the UK a decade ago and, after
completing a PhD in materials science, she has been a Director at Morgan
Advanced Materials and M&I Materials. Last year, she was listed among
the 10th most influential women in UK engineering in the Financial
Times. Amanda will join UKAEA on 2 September and will lead its broad
range of materials work in the Materials Research Facility, modelling
and various other programmes.

Steve Wheeler has been appointed as UKAEA’s Director of Fusion
Technology. Steve’s career started as a design engineer for medical
devices, white goods and oil & gas and then a number of production and
operations roles at Element Six, becoming Operations Director in 2011.
In 2015 he joined UKAEA as Operations Manager at the RACE robotics
facility and has recently started his new role, with responsibility for
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delivery of the new Fusion Technology and H3AT tritium science
facilities and UKAEA’s existing tritium facilities.

Paul Methven is the new Director for STEP – UKAEA’s programme to develop
a UK compact fusion powerplant. Paul joined the Royal Navy in 1988 as a
submariner, then held a succession of major project leadership roles in
the MoD. As STEP Director, Paul will bring a wealth of large project
experience to this challenging and cutting-edge initiative. Paul will
take up his post in September.

UKAEA CEO Professor Ian Chapman commented: “UKAEA is growing very quickly,
and the wide range of activities – from fusion science to various technology
areas to the exciting new STEP design programme – clearly requires new
leadership and ideas. I am delighted with these new appointments, blending
people who have worked in UKAEA for some time, with others who will bring
invaluable experience and insight from other fields and industries.”
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