
Chancellor welcomes staff back as
hospitality prepares to reopen

News story

The Chancellor visited a pub in London to see how they’re planning to reopen
safely at the weekend.

the measured reopening of hospitality will allow the 1.4 million workers
in this sector who have been furloughed to return to work safely
the pub is one of the 27 owned by Fuller’s set to open their doors on
Saturday, bringing more than 600 people off furlough

The Chancellor met some of the hospitality staff coming off furlough this
weekend while on a visit to a pub in London. Thousands of people will begin
returning to their jobs as pubs, restaurants, bars, and cafes gradually open
their doors to customers again from Saturday (4th July).

While in The Bell & Crown pub in Chiswick, the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, spoke
with the pub’s Head Chef and Manager about how they plan to enforce social
distancing and adjust working practices to minimise staff and customer
contact.

The Bell & Crown pub is one of 27 pubs that Fuller’s are opening on Saturday,
with the aim of having over 80% of their pubs and hotels open safely by the
end of July. More than 600 of their staff will return from furlough this
weekend.

The hospitality sector has been hit hard by the outbreak, with most of the
county’s pubs and restaurants having to stop trading entirely. This has left
staff without jobs, resulting in 1.4 million workers in the hospitality
sector being furloughed, including more than 90% of staff in the pub sector.

Chancellor Rishi Sunak said:

The hospitality sector is a vital part of our economy and crucial
to people’s livelihoods – Britain’s pubs and bars alone employ
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almost half a million people – which is why it’s such good news
that so many people are able to return to work this weekend,
helping us all to enjoy summer safely.

Simon Emeny, Chief Executive of Fuller’s, said:

It’s fantastic to welcome back our teams and see the pubs getting
ready to reopen and greet our customers. We will continue to open
our pubs in a phased and gradual manner over the coming weeks and
we’re really proud of the steps we’ve taken to protect our
employees and our guests. It might look and feel slightly
different, but I know our fantastic pub teams will still be able to
deliver the great experience our customers expect from a Fuller’s
pub.

Notes

Pictures of the Chancellor’s visit is on the Treasury’s Flickr.
Accommodation and food services support 2.4 million jobs (ONS, Business
Register and Employment Survey (BRES), 2018). Of this, food and beverage
services (pubs, restaurants, cafes etc) account for 1.9 million jobs.
Accommodation and food services employers have furloughed 1.4 million
employments and claimed £2.6 billion in support under the CJRS. (HMRC,
June)
The hospitality sector employs a large proportion of young people, with
over 1/3 of employees in the 16-24 age group and the majority (76% of
all employees) do not have a degree or higher qualifications, putting
them at greater risk of scarring if made unemployed. It employs slightly
more women than men, 53% and 47% respectively. 18% of employees are from
black and minority ethnic backgrounds, which compares to 11% from all
industries (ONS Annual Population Survey 2019).
The sector is a significant source of regional employment, particularly
in regions dependent on tourism, including Cornwall and Isles of Scilly
Devon, Cumbria, North Yorkshire and Highlands and Islands. (ONS BRES,
2018)
Pubs and restaurants will be allowed to have more than 30 people on the
premises provided other social distancing measures are still in place.
This includes limiting those at a table to groups from a maximum of two
households.
Large scale social gatherings should not happen – for example, hotels
should not be opening their banqueting services.

Published 4 July 2020
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Ventilator Challenge hailed a success
as UK production finishes

Scientific modelling at the start of the coronavirus crisis predicted that
the NHS was going to run out of ventilators, so the Government launched the
Ventilator Challenge with a call to arms to manufacturers and medical device
companies to step up production of existing designs and design new
ventilators from scratch.

The Government received an overwhelming response, with over 5000 companies
offering their support and over 7500 members of staff contributing to the
effort.

Thanks to the extraordinary sacrifices of the British people, and to
businesses across the United Kingdom in joining the national effort, the NHS
has been protected throughout the coronavirus crisis and everyone who needed
a ventilator has been able to access one.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

The Ventilator Challenge has proven just how much Britain can
achieve when confronted with a difficult problem – bringing
together the best minds in manufacturing, innovation and design.

Thanks to these efforts, everyone who needed a ventilator has had
access to one, and the NHS has the vital machines it needs to
continue providing life-saving support against this deadly virus.

UK production of ventilators under the Ventilator Challenge is to draw to a
close this weekend with 14,000 devices expected to have been produced in
around three months, accounting for over a half of all the ventilators now
available to the NHS frontline.

It has also been confirmed that the Penlon ventilator has had its CE mark
confirmed, meaning that the device, which was newly adapted for the
Ventilator Challenge, is now available for export abroad. Learning from their
experiences of the Ventilator Challenge Penlon are now setting up a new line
aimed at exporting across the world.

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster Michael Gove said:

The Ventilator Challenge has been a great success and I would like
to thank every manufacturer and designer, and their incredible
workforces, for the huge part they’ve played in the national effort
to protect our NHS and save lives.

In around three months, industry has stepped up to make 14,000 new
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machines to save lives on the NHS frontline and to help safeguard
against any future outbreak.

The Ventilator Challenge has shown that UK manufacturing always
rises to the challenge at a time of national need. Everyone
involved is truly a hero of the coronavirus crisis.

The programme has formed a key part of a successful three pillar strategy to
increase the number of mechanical ventilators, with over 25,000 devices now
available in total to the NHS, up from 9,000 before the start of the
pandemic. Over 2,500 have been imported from abroad.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

We protected the NHS during this global pandemic. The impact of
COVID-19 showed the best and the brightest stepping forward to
serve their country. The response the government received to this
challenge was astonishing.

Alongside the government’s wider ventilator strategy, the
Ventilator Challenge has played a crucial role in ensuring everyone
who has needed a ventilator during this pandemic has had access to
one.

The Government’s strategy involved procuring devices from overseas, scaling
up the production of existing devices and calling on manufacturers who do not
make ventilators, to help design and build new models.

The Ventilator Challenge helped scale up the production of three models
(paraPAC, Vivo65 and Nippy4+) and helped guide one newly adapted model, the
Penlon ESO 2, all the way through regulatory approval.

A number of other UK manufacturers also progressed novel designs to advanced
stages within weeks. Four of these designs, the Dyson/TTP CoVent, the Babcock
Zephyr+, the Cambridge Consultants Veloci-Vent and the Swagelok Piran Vent,
were deemed to have achieved a performance level which met the MHRA’s
requirements. The independent testing organisation (MD-TEC) concluded that
they would have all been clinically usable as pandemic ventilators and could
have supported large numbers of critically ill patients. Ultimately these
designs were not progressed to mass production as part of the Ventilator
Challenge due to reduced demand.

Director of the Medical Devices Testing and Evaluation Centre, which tested
the Ventilator Challenge devices, Dr Tom Clutton-Brock, said:

Designing, manufacturing and testing ventilators usually takes
years. So it’s outstanding the progress which has been made in a
space of months.



Having tested all of these devices, it’s impressive that several
new models met the regulator’s requirements.

These models would all have been clinically usable as pandemic
ventilators and could have supported large numbers of critically
ill patients.

The NHS now has a readily available supply of devices that will enable the
health service to have resilience of supply for possible future pandemics.

Penlon and Smiths, who are part of the Ventilator Challenge UK consortium
have so far delivered over 10,000 devices. Penlon is now making more
ventilators in one day than the company used to deliver in ten months,
further underlining the success of the scaling up of the device.

The last Penlon and Smiths devices will be delivered this weekend, subject to
final manufacturing and testing, and with the addition of the final Breas
devices arriving in the coming weeks, we expect the Ventilator Challenge will
produce a total of over 14,000 devices.

In addition, today there are also around 11,000 non-invasive ventilators and
almost 5,000 CPAP machines available to the NHS across the UK which were not
available before the start of the crisis.

Guru Krishnamoorthy, CEO Penlon said:

It has been an amazing and humbling experience for Penlon to be a
part of such a nationally important project. There is nothing more
purposeful for a UK medical device company than rising to an
occasion like this to save thousands of lives.

Every member of Penlon has put in their best lifetime efforts into
this project. We have been supported extremely well by the members
and leaders of the Consortium companies, our suppliers and other
business partners. We take this opportunity to thank each one of
them. We wish the people of the UK and rest of the world a very
safe and healthy life. We commit ourselves to do everything
required and continue to provide high quality medical devices.

Raffi Stepanian, CEO Breas Medical said:

I would like to thank my colleagues, our suppliers and the UK
Cabinet Office for the extraordinary efforts everyone has made to
address the emergency need for ventilators and to support us to
ramp up capacity. The ingenuity, commitment, pace and collaboration
has been breathtaking and truly inspirational all against the
backdrop of such demanding circumstances.



Education Secretary’s statement on
coronavirus (COVID-19): 02 July 2020

Today, I am going to concentrate on our plans for the autumn for schools,
early years and further education. Getting our children back to school is a
vital part of our national recovery from the Covid-19 outbreak. Our
children’s futures depend on it. They will be the doctors, the teachers, the
engineers of tomorrow and we must make sure they are able to achieve their
dreams.

More and more parents are being reassured by the measures we are taking to
keep their children safe and are letting them return to schools and nurseries
if they are eligible to do so. As of this week there are more than 1.6
million children back in our schools.

If you are one of those parents, I’d like to say thank you for putting your
trust in us. I know many of you had doubts, and may still do. I want you to
know that I treat my responsibility for your children with the utmost
gravity. Their safety and wellbeing is my top priority. In welcoming more
children back, we have followed not only the best scientific advice but also
what other countries have been doing to manage a successful return for their
children.

At my last briefing, I told you how it was my intention for all children to
be back in school in September. Today I want to give you more details about
how we are going to make that happen.

But before I do, I’d once more like to thank the fantastic school and college
staff, childminders, nursery workers and carers who are all making this
return possible.

Schools, nurseries and early years settings have been welcoming more children
back since the first of June. They have been keeping children in small
consistent groups, with stringent infection control, hygiene and cleaning
measures in place.

Now that infection rates are falling, we can relax these bubbles and from 20
July we can lift the restrictions on early years settings, who will be able
to return to their normal group sizes, although other safety measures must
remain in place.

We know that keeping contacts to a minimum is still one of the best ways to
reduce the risk of infection and from this autumn, when the whole school
population returns, we are asking schools to make sure that they continue to
minimise contacts. This should be done by distancing where possible and by
keeping classes or year groups separate from one another.
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We have suggested, for instance, that schools may stagger the start and end
of a school day and that they keep their corridors as free from congestion as
possible.

We have issued full guidance on the approach schools and colleges should take
and I expect them to apply this in a way that works most effectively for
them, their students and their wider communities.

We know that maintaining distance and bubbles may be more challenging in
schools where children and young people have special educational needs and
disabilities, so we have issued specific guidance for them.

If anyone in a nursery, school or college develops Covid-19 symptoms they can
already be tested. From September we are going to give all schools and
colleges a limited number of home testing kits to give to any children and
staff who are unable to get to a testing centre.

Parents expect their children to be safe in school, but they also expect them
to be getting a first-rate education. Which is why, from September, we will
be asking schools to resume a broad and ambitious curriculum and we expect
exams to go ahead as normal in the summer of 2021.

We all know that the best place for children to learn is in school, which is
why I have been so determined to get them back there as soon as we could.
From September, attendance will once again be mandatory and no child should
be out of school unless it has been agreed. This will be crucial if we are to
minimise the effect of the pandemic on every child’s long-term educational
development.

I have already announced a £1 billion Covid catch up package to help children
make up lost ground, including a £650 million catch up premium for state-
funded primary, secondary and special schools and a £350 million National
Tutoring Programme for the most disadvantaged pupils.

I am confident that by adopting this carefully planned return in September,
we will be in a good position to recover and rebuild our education system and
ensure that none of our children lose out. By working together we will make
sure that their hopes and dreams for the future are not going to be knocked
off course.

Prime Minister’s statement on
coronavirus (COVID-19): 3 July 2020

Good evening,

Since I last spoke to you from this podium, we have continued to make
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progress nationally against the virus.

We are now reporting regularly fewer than 1,000 new cases each day.

The Office for National Statistics estimates that between 14 June and 27
June, the most recent period they have analysed, 25,000 people in the
community in England had the virus – 1 person in every 2,200.

SAGE assess that the R rate – the average number of people each infected
person passes the virus onto – remains between 0.7 and 0.9 across the UK.

SAGE also assess that, in England, the number of new infections is shrinking
by between 2 and 5% every day.

And while the number of people dying with coronavirus remains too high, the
numbers do continue to fall.

Now of course this picture is not universal. There are areas – such as
Leicester – where the virus is still more prevalent than we would like.

We always said there would be local outbreaks requiring local action. This is
to be expected and will, I’m afraid, be a feature of our lives for some time
to come.

But that should not take away from the great progress we have made, together,
as a country against this vicious disease.

This progress is the reason why we have been able – slowly, carefully,
cautiously – to ease the national lockdown.

Without doubt, lockdown has saved many hundreds of thousands of lives – but
it has also had a devastating impact on our way of life and our economy.

And of course, lockdown has not yet been lifted entirely.

Indoor gyms, nail bars and swimming pools are still closed, mass gatherings
are still prohibited, social distancing is still essential.

I want these restrictions to be lifted as soon as possible – of course I do.

We have established taskforces to work rapidly and closely with the sectors
that remain closed to explore how they can be Covid Secure. I am pleased to
report good progress is being made.

Next week we will set out a timetable for their re-opening – though of course
I can only lift those remaining, national restrictions as and when it is safe
to do so.

Our goal remains to enable as many people as possible to live their lives as
close to normally as possible – in a way which is as fair and as safe as
possible.

To achieve this we need to move away from blanket, national measures, to
targeted, local measures.



So instead of locking down the whole country, we will lock down specific
premises or local areas where the virus is spreading.

Instead of closing down non-essential retail and hospitality nationwide, we
will only shut establishments locally as required.

Instead of shutting all schools for most pupils, from September we will only
shut those schools where it is absolutely necessary to control an outbreak.

And instead of quarantining arrivals from the whole world, we will only
quarantine arrivals from those countries where the virus is, sadly, not yet
under control.

We are already implementing this targeted approach in England.

In Weston-Super-Mare, we identified an outbreak in a hospital, closed it to
visitors and new admissions, tested all staff and patients and gave the
hospital a deep clean. The outbreak was contained and the hospital is open
again.

In Kirklees, we identified an outbreak at a meat packing plant, shut down the
plant, moved in a mobile testing unit, tested all employees and traced the
contacts of those who were positive. The outbreak was contained and the plant
has reopened with additional safety measures in place.

And of course more recently in Leicester, we identified a community-wide
outbreak which was not restricted to a single location, unlike Weston-Super-
Mare and Kirklees. Public Health England engaged with the local authority,
mobile testing units were deployed, full data was shared – council-wide data
was shared on 11 June, and postcode-level data was shared last week.

This enhanced monitoring through additional testing showed that the infection
rate in Leicester was three times the next highest infection rate in any
other city in the country. So on Monday, the Health Secretary announced local
lockdown measures in Leicester for an initial period of 2 weeks.

In each of these cases, the problems identified were specific to Weston-
Super-Mare, Kirklees and Leicester. So of course it made sense to take action
locally, rather than re-impose restrictions on the whole country.

And we are learning the whole time. With each local outbreak, we see what
works well and what not so well, so that we do better next time.

Informed by our experience of these cases, we have developed an approach for
controlling future local outbreaks which has five principle components:
monitoring, engagement, testing, targeted restrictions and finally, as a last
resort, lockdown.

First, monitoring. Public Health England, working with the Joint Biosecurity
Centre, will examine carefully data on the spread of the disease and people’s
behaviour across the country. They will look out for emerging trends, rising
case numbers and other indicators, while taking into account local factors.
Critically, we have made local data available to all Directors of Public



Health in local authorities, so they too can monitor what is happening in
their area. And local data will also be available to the public on the gov.uk
dashboard.

Second, engagement. If monitoring identifies local problems, NHS Test and
Trace and PHE will work with the relevant local authority to develop a deeper
understanding of the problem and identify solutions. Working with local
agencies, we will seek to keep the local community informed at every stage,
so they know what is happening and what actions, if any, they need to take.

Third, testing. We now have substantial testing capacity nationwide and we
have the ability to target that capacity at local areas in order to get a
grip on emerging outbreaks. Scaled-up testing at a local level, combined with
contract tracing through NHS Test and Trace, can control the virus and thus
avoid more stringent measures.

Fourth, targeted restrictions. If the virus continues to spread, we will
restrict activities at particular locations and close individual premises. As
in Weston-Super-Mare and Kirklees, we will restrict access to places which
become hotspots for the virus, while testing people who have spent time in
those places, and tracing the contacts of anyone who tests positive.

Fifth, local lockdown. If the previous measures have not proven to be enough,
we will introduce local lockdowns extending across whole communities. As in
Leicester, that could mean shutting businesses venues that would otherwise be
open, closing schools or urging people once more to stay at home. Local
lockdowns will be carefully calibrated depending on the scientific and
specific circumstances of each outbreak and we are continually exploring
smarter means of containing the virus.

So that is the approach we will take as local outbreaks occur and we will set
out more detail soon.

Let me end by looking forward to this weekend.

Tomorrow, there will be a moment of remembrance for those whose lives have
tragically been lost before their time.

And at 5pm on Sunday, the NHS’s 72nd birthday, we can all come together to
clap those who have worked tirelessly and selflessly to help the nation get
through this pandemic.

I know everyone will be looking forward to the relaxation of national
restrictions. As lockdown eases, we should focus on supporting the
livelihoods of business owners and their employees up and down the country –
all of whom are opening their doors for the first time in more than three
months.

They are our local restaurants, hairdressers, libraries, museums, cinemas,
and yes, pubs. They are also hotels, B&Bs, indeed much of our tourism
industry.

All these businesses and their workers have put in a heroic effort to prepare



their venues for this reopening, to work out a way to trade in a way that
keeps their customers safe.

But the success of these businesses, the livelihoods of those who rely on
them, and ultimately the economic health of the whole country is dependent on
every single one of us acting responsibly. We must not let them down.

Lockdown only succeeded in controlling the virus because everyone worked
together, and we will only succeed in reopening if everyone works together
again. Because we are not out of the woods yet. The virus is still with us
and the spike in Leicester has shown that. If it starts running out of
control again this Government will not hesitate in putting on the brakes and
re-imposing restrictions.

Anyone who flouts social distancing and COVID-Secure rules is not only
putting us all at risk but letting down those businesses and workers who have
done so much to prepare for this new normal.

So as we take this next step, our biggest step yet, on the road to recovery,
I urge the British people to do so safely.

Remember – don’t gather in groups of more than 6 outside or 2 households in
any setting.

Keep your distance from those outside your household – 2 metres if you can, 1
metre with precautions if you can’t.

Wash your hands.

Let’s all stay alert, control the virus, save lives – and enjoy summer
safely.

Global Britain and the CPTPP

This is a vital time for the UK and for our trading relationships with the
rest of the world.

And I can tell you, as we emerge as an independent trading nation once again,
it’s great to have the support of close friends and allies.

Not least Australia and Canada, and both Tony and Stephen.

Both of you have signed a number of comprehensive trading agreements on
behalf of your countries … and we hope to follow in your footsteps.

It’s great to be here too with Minister Chan, who I wrote a joint op-ed with
back in March on the importance of keeping free trade flowing during
Coronavirus and resisting protectionism.
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We have heard a lot over the last week or so of FDR’s New Deal over the last
week or so and our plans to level up the United Kingdom. So I’d thought I’d
talk to day about a bit of history myself and explain how it relates to
modern day international trade and British aspirations.

FDR’s New Deal was born after an era of unprecedented protectionism where we
saw barriers rise across the world and lead into a prolonged global
recession. Not only did FDR sweep all before him with the New Deal, what he
also did was roll back tariffs. He ushered in an era of international
cooperation.

If we’re looking to FDR for some do’s, I also think we should look to
President Herbert Hoover for some don’ts.

During the Great Depression tariffs were raised on over 20,000 goods.
Impossibly high barriers to trade were erected and it’s estimated that
American imports and exports during that time fell by 70%.

Almost 100 years on as we again try and recover from a very serious crisis, I
believe it’s vitally important that voices of free trade are heard and that
we resist these calls for protectionism.

The UK has a very important role to play as a newly emerging independent
trading nation.

My ambition, and the Government’s ambition, is for Britain to be a fierce
campaigner for free trade. An optimistic forward-facing country that looks
beyond its own shores.

We have a new opportunity to do that having left the European Union. And if
you look at the patterns of our trade, since 2001, value of the UK’s trade
with the rest of the world has grown 60 percentage points more than our value
of trade with the EU. What we want to do is go further, faster.

Right now we are currently negotiating free trade agreements with the United
States, with Japan, with Australia and New Zealand.

We’ve got a team of negotiators working around the clock to make this happen.

I see this as a broader strategy of the UK becoming a central hub, a network
of free trade agreements. A Networked Britain, not Fortress Britain.

I think we’re in a very strong position to fight against protectionism with
our allies, to lead by example through this network of free trade agreements.
It’s a very important principle for us that we are working with like-minded
nations, countries who have high standards and, who importantly, play by the
rules.

What we will do is we will be able to challenge those who don’t play by the
rules and we’ll be able to force those nations to up their game.

There are, of course, some protectionist voices but what I would say to them
is that we have been through an era where British business has been cut out



of opportunities. We haven’t had the trading opportunities we could have had,
particularly with those fast-growing parts of the world.

These free trade agreements are a vital part of reducing those barriers but
also protecting us against protectionism by making sure we keep tariffs and
barriers low.

But of all the opportunities I’ve seen, I think CPTPP is one of the greatest.
It covers 13% of the global economy – if you had the UK that would be 16%.

Together with USMCA, that means that almost 40% of the global economy would
be covered by high standards, rules-based, modern trade agreements.

Membership of CPTPP would hitch the UK to the fast-growing Pacific region. It
also helps us strengthen our ties with some of our key international allies
like Canada, Singapore and Australia.

This to me is about strengthening the group of countries that believe in free
trade but also believe in the rules-based global system.

It’s important that we make sure we gain and keep the support of the British
public for those trade deals we’re looking to strike. They must benefit
British jobs, families and businesses.

We won’t compromise on our high food standards and they must share wealth
across our country as part of our levelling up agenda.

I also think it’s important to recognise these benefits we could gain by
joining CPTPP that wouldn’t have been able to access as a member of the
European Union. We would be able to accede to this agreement in ways that
doesn’t damage our national sovereignty.

There is no ECJ and there is no harmonisation of domestic regulation and
there is no seizing of our sovereign power. What is allows us to do is to be
part of a modern, rules-based free trade area.

It enables us to sign up to advanced digital provisions. In effect, become
part of a digital free trade area and I think that is incredibly important
for the UK.

We are third in the world in terms of the number of our billion dollar tech
companies, after the US and China. It is a real comparative advantage for us.

The fact is that services and digital trade, we haven’t seen the progress
that we should have done at the World Trade Organisation.

The rule book was invented in 1995 before this trade was fully developed and
it hasn’t yet moved forward sufficiently.

I believe that by becoming part of CPTPP and by signing up to these advanced
agreements in areas like services and digital, we will help push the World
Trade Organisation to adopt new rules and modernise its rulebook,
particularly in these types of areas.



Of course, we want to see a reformed WTO. We want to see leadership which
promotes those ideas but at the same time we need to pursue the plurilateral
approach to put pressure on that organisation to reform.

CPTPP is very much part of that plan.

Over the coming months we are working with CPTPP countries to secure our
accession. As I’ve mentioned we’re already pursuing bilateral agreements with
Singapore, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and we’re in discussions with a
number of CPTPP members.

To my mind, the potential gains are enormous and that is both economically
and strategically. I believe that membership will deliver for our businesses,
it will deliver for our people and will help turn Britain into bulwark
against protectionism, and a country that fights for rules-based free trade
and advances it globally.


