
VMD on-site inspections to re-start 24
August

News story

VMD will re-start on-site inspections of manufacturers, wholesalers, vet
practices, feed business operators and SQP retailer premises.

Further to the news item of 3 April 2020 the VMD has reviewed its inspections
programme to ensure we can resume on-site inspections safely.

From 24 August 2020 we will re-start on-site inspections of manufacturers,
wholesalers, vet practices, feed business operators and SQP retailer
premises. On-site inspections of the pharmacovigilance (PhV) systems of
Marketing Authorisation Holders will re-start at a later date. In the
meantime, we will continue to inspect PhV systems remotely.

The UK Government and Devolved Administrations have been easing restrictions
on travel and working arrangements. This has allowed retailers and other
businesses to re-open with measures in place to ensure visitors are safe.

We have conducted a risk assessment of the inspections programme. Inspectors
will discuss the inspection process with responsible persons at a premise
when arranging visits to ensure the inspection is conducted safely and in
line with local requirements. Some aspects of the inspection may also take
place remotely to reduce the amount of time needed on-site.

If you have any questions, please email inspections@vmd.gov.uk
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July 2020 Transaction Data

News story

This data provides information about the number and types of applications
that HM Land Registry completed in July 2020.

Image credit: NicoElNino/Shutterstock.com

In July:

HM Land Registry completed more than 1,657,850 applications to change or
query the Land Register
the South East topped the table of regional applications with 391,389

HM Land Registry completed 1,657,858 applications in July compared
with 1,431,598 in June and 1,898,280 last July 2019, of which:

308,354 were applications for register updates compared with 309,329
in June
901,394 were applications for an official copy of a register
compared with 763,301 in June
178,667 were search and hold queries (official searches) compared with
160,007 in June
15,994 were postal applications from non-account holders compared
with 15,665 in June

Applications by region and country

Region/country May applications June applications July applications
South East 218,337 335,601 391,389

Greater London 186,442 267,940 309,499
North West 103,848 163,854 189,194
South West 86,804 138,215 161,018

West Midlands 77,657 121,146 140,436
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Region/country May applications June applications July applications
Yorkshire and the

Humber 72,103 112,525 128,112

East Midlands 66,259 106,257 121,081
North 43,951 68,061 78,638

East Anglia 38,189 60,465 69,351
Isles of Scilly 23 22 36

Wales 40,735 57,440 69,002
England and Wales (not

assigned) 32 72 102

Total 934,380 1,431,598 1,657,858

Top 5 local authority areas

Top 5 local
authority
areas

May
applications

Top 5 local
authority

areas
June

applications
Top 5 local
authority
areas

July
applications

City of
Westminster 14,252 Birmingham 20,852 Birmingham 25,035

Birmingham 14,002 City of
Westminster 20,662 City of

Westminster 22,645

Leeds 10,811 Leeds 17,181 Leeds 19,711
Cornwall 9,223 Manchester 14,305 Cornwall 17,426
Wandsworth 8,716 Cornwall 14,049 Manchester 16,620

Top 5 customers

Top 5
customers

May
applications

Top 5
customers

June
applications

Top 5
customers

July
applications

Enact 39,424 Infotrack
Limited 58,135 Infotrack

Limited 77,541

Infotrack
Limited 30,487 Enact 45,351 Enact 50,658

O’Neill
Patient 20,092 O’Neill

Patient 34,710 O’Neill
Patient 38,013

Optima Legal
Services 13,632

Optima
Legal
Services

20,832
Optima
Legal
Services

24,677

Land
Technologies
Ltd

10,339
My Home
Move
Limited

19,686
My Home
Move
Limited

22,325

Access the full dataset

Please note this data shows what HM Land Registry has been able to process
during the time period covered and is not necessarily a reflection of market
activity.

https://use-land-property-data.service.gov.uk/datasets/td/download


Next publication
Transaction Data is published on the 15th working day of each month.
The August data will be published at 11am on Monday 21 September 2020.

Published 21 August 2020

Charity regulator issues Official
Warning and Order against school where
children were exposed to terrorist
propaganda

A charity that operates an independent school in which children were exposed
to Daesh propaganda has been issued with an Official Warning after an
investigation found the trustees responsible for mismanagement and/or
misconduct. Its trustees have also been issued with an Order directing them
to take specific actions.

The Charity Commission, the regulator of charities in England and Wales,
opened a statutory inquiry into the Lantern of Knowledge Educational Trust
(1111331) after a former Islamic Studies teacher, Umar Ahmed Haque, was
charged with disseminating terrorist material to children at a secondary
school run by the charity. The Commission was also concerned about a decline
in Lantern of Knowledge Secondary School’s performance against the
independent school standards.

During his criminal trial, Mr Haque acknowledged that he showed children in
his class a video relating to Daesh. However, he pleaded not guilty to the
charges, and the jury could not reach a verdict. In March 2018, Mr Haque was
convicted of a number of other terrorism offences, unrelated to this charity,
and sentenced to life in prison.

In a report on its inquiry into the charity, published today, the Commission
finds that Mr Haque “grossly abused” the position of trust he held at the
charity and exploited an opportunity to show children in the charity’s care
the video, which promoted the ideology and tactics of a proscribed terrorist
organisation to children.

The report notes that the public rightly expect charities, particularly those
working with children and young people, to be safe places, free from abuse or
harm, and that, in light of Mr Haque’s actions, this was not the case within
this charity. The Commission concluded that there was therefore misconduct
and/or mismanagement in the charity’s administration.
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The Commission’s inquiry also examined the school’s compliance with the
independent school standards and is critical of the trustees for failing to
address a decline in compliance with these standards. Since 2015, the school
has gone from being ‘outstanding’ to the lowest grade possible of
‘inadequate’.

The trustees are criticised for further failures, including to comply with
the charity’s own governing document and internal policies.

The report acknowledges improvements in the charity’s governance and
safeguarding procedures since the Commission’s intervention. The trustees
have also made progress and acted to address weaknesses identified by
independent reviews that they instigated.

To address the mismanagement and/or misconduct set out in the inquiry’s
report, the Commission issued the trustees with an Official Warning and has
also directed the trustees, by order, to take specified actions. These
include complying with the independent school standards, and undertaking a
review of its governing document.

Tim Hopkins, Assistant Director for Investigations and Inquiries
at the Commission, says:

Umar Haque’s action at this charity was appalling. It is completely
unacceptable for any charity to be associated with terrorism and we
are concerned by the corrosive effect this might have on public
confidence in this and other charities.

Charities should lead the way in taking public expectations
seriously and be distinct from other types of organisations in
their attitude and behaviour, their motivations and methods.

We expect the trustees of this charity to learn from the failings
set out in our report, and to comply with the required actions to
strengthen the charity’s administration. We will closely monitor
the trustees’ compliance with these actions.

The full inquiry report is available on gov.uk

Ends

Notes to editors:

The Charity Commission is the independent, non-ministerial government1.
department that registers and regulates charities in England and Wales.
Its purpose is to ensure charity can thrive and inspire trust so that
people can improve lives and strengthen society.
The Commission is not responsible for regulating or assessing the2.
educational provision of independent schools; that is the responsibility
of Ofsted and the Independent Schools Inspectorate.
Mr Haque was also employed at another unconnected charity. A copy of the3.
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Commission’s report into that charity, following a statutory inquiry,
can be viewed here.

New £3.3 million fund to give babies
from deprived areas or BAME
backgrounds the best start in life

Charities are encouraged to apply for share of the Health and Wellbeing
Fund to develop schemes themed around ‘starting well’

Fund will help community projects improve learning and development,
perinatal mental health and prevent obesity

Third round of the Health and Wellbeing Fund is part of the government’s
aim to level up communities and promote equality

Mothers and babies will benefit from a new multi-million pound fund to give
people from BAME or poorer backgrounds the best chance at a healthy start in
life.

Applications open today for a share of a £3.3 million fund to support
community projects in England aimed at tackling obesity, reducing smoking and
improving learning among mothers and young babies.

This new round of the Health and Wellbeing Fund has been launched with the
theme of ‘starting well’ to improve outcomes for mothers and babies in
deprived areas or from BAME backgrounds from preconception to up to 2-and-a-
half years of age.

This will pay for 3-year projects run by voluntary and community social
enterprises (VCSEs) to help level up deprived communities and give children
the best possible start in life.

Public Health Minister Jo Churchill said:

Everyone deserves to live a long, healthy life, and we’re
determined to reduce the inequality that some families face. We’re
committed to start this work from birth, and the voluntary sector
have an enormous role to play in its success. This year we have
launched the Health and Wellbeing Fund which is centred around
starting well, to make sure mothers have the help they need to make
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the right decisions to support their health, and the health of
their babies.

The fund is open to applications from charity-run projects aimed at:

improving perinatal mental health
reducing the percentage of babies born with low birthweight
increasing babies being breastfed
obesity prevention and support
reducing smoking or encouraging smoke-free homes
improving learning, speech and language development
improving immunisation rates and reducing rates of preventable disease

It aims to tackle key public health issues from an early age such as obesity,
which disproportionately affects people and children from an economically
deprived area. The government recently launched a world-leading obesity
strategy to make the healthy choice the easy choice for families and help
reduce obesity rates.

The £3.3 million is available to support the new schemes in 2020/21, with
funding for schemes planned for a further two years up to 2022/23.

The Health and Wellbeing Fund is already supporting 23 social prescribing
schemes and 23 children and young people’s mental health schemes that are
providing important services to communities across England.

Chair of the Early Years Healthy Development Review, Andrea Leadsom, said:

As Chair of the Early Years Healthy Development Review, I am
determined that every baby gets the best start in life, and the
review will look at how to achieve world-class provision of
services for new families.

The Health and Wellbeing Fund is a fantastic funding opportunity
for charities spearheading perinatal mental health and I encourage
them to apply.

Applicants have until Friday 30 October 2020 at midday to apply with the
successful projects to be announced in December.

The Health and Wellbeing Fund is run by the VCSE Health and Wellbeing
Alliance.

The alliance was relaunched last week with charities being encouraged to join
and ensure the lived experiences of the people they represent are reflected
in the development of health policy.

VCSE organisations can apply for a share of the fund.

The Health and Wellbeing Fund is an integral element of the Health and
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Wellbeing Programme, part of a programme of government investment in the
voluntary sector. The programme is run in a partnership between the
Department of Health and Social Care, NHS England and Improvement, and Public
Health England.

The Health and Wellbeing Alliance is a key element of the Health and
Wellbeing Programme, the aim of which is to promote health equalities and
reduce health inequalities across the country.

Fisheries officers release 10,000 fish
into the River Thet

The dace, from the Environment Agency’s Calverton fish farm, were part of a
very large batch that spawned particularly successfully thanks to a heatwave
when they were being reared.

In fact, the sheer number of fish that hatched meant space was at a premium –
so the dace were released into the river 6 months earlier than usual, at 18
months old.

Kye Jerrom, Environment Agency fisheries specialist in East Anglia, said:

“Restocking our rivers helps boost fish populations, support a healthy
ecology, and benefits anglers – and it’s a key feature of the work we do to
benefit people and the environment.

“This work is part of a whole programme of fish-restocking, which will see
thousands of dace, roach and chub put back into the river to compensate for
the fish lost to a pollution in 2018.”

One of the 10,000 fish which were restocked into the Thet.

Fisheries officers had completed the task within a few hours, making sure to
closely follow social-distancing guidelines. Further restocking of dace,
roach and chub is planned for the winter.

The restocking comes as part of a recovery plan following a pollution
incident in Brackley, Northamptonshire, in 2018, during which thousands of
fish died.

Since the incident, the Environment Agency has released more than 30,000 fish
back into the river.

In addition to monitoring and improving fish numbers, Environment Agency’s
fisheries teams also help fish in distress, carry out fisheries enforcement
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activity, respond to environmental incidents, improve habitat and encourage
new anglers to take up the hobby, working alongside angling clubs, wildlife
trusts, landowners and other groups.

The fish being lowered into the River Thet.

Their work is funded by income from fishing licence sales.

You can purchase a fishing licence online at
https://www.gov.uk/fishing-licences

Now is the perfect time to fish – and by buying a licence you are fishing
lawfully and supporting the Environment Agency’s work to boost and protect
nature.

https://www.gov.uk/fishing-licences

