
Alister Jack responds to Scottish GDP
figures for July 2020

News story

Scottish Secretary responds to latest Scottish GDP publication for July 2020

Commenting on the publication of Scottish July GDP figures, Scottish
Secretary Alister Jack said:

As the Prime Minister said last night, the struggle against covid
is the single biggest crisis the world has faced in our lifetimes.

The UK Government is focussed on stopping the spread of coronavirus
and keeping people safe, while doing everything we can to protect
the economy.

Through the furlough and self-employed schemes, we directly
supported more than 930,000 jobs in Scotland, a third of the
workforce. Now, the Chancellor’s comprehensive Plan for Jobs is
bringing in the Job Retention Bonus, creating new jobs for young
people through the kick start scheme, doubling the number of work
coaches, and are supporting jobs in the tourism and hospitality
sectors through a VAT cut

Background points:

The UK Government has directly supported more than 930,000 jobs in
Scotland, a third of the workforce through the furlough and self-
employed schemes.
Over 1.8 million jobs in the hospitality sector have been supported
through the Eat Out to Help Out scheme with more than 6.3 million meals
eaten in Scotland.
The UK Government has loaned more than £2.3 billion to 65,000 Scottish
businesses.
An additional £6.5 billion in Barnett Consequentials has been provided
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by the UK Government to the Scottish Government since March 2020.
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LLWR’s outstanding health and safety
record recognised at RoSPA awards

News story

Order of Distinction awarded at virtual ceremony for performance over the
past 15 years.

Elaine Burrage, LLWR’s Health & Safety Manager, at the One NDA Safety and
Wellbeing Awards 2019, in Manchester, with colleague, Darren Simpson, who
collected a Role Model award at the ceremony.

The outstanding health and safety performance of LLW Repository Ltd (LLWR)
over the past 15 years has been recognised with a prestigious award from
RoSPA.

LLWR has been awarded an Order of Distinction at the UK’s longest running
health and safety awards, where almost 2,000 organisations were vying for
recognition.

Elaine Burrage, LLWR’s Health & Safety Manager, said: “It’s a major honour to
have our safety record recognised in this way by RoSPA. Praise must go to our
workforce who meet the organisation’s stringent health and safety standards
year after year.

“We cannot afford to let our standards slip for a moment, which is why safety
remains our number one priority. That policy has served us well over the
years and continues to do so.”
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LLWR personnel attend the awards ceremony every year, though this year it was
held virtually due to COVID-16 restrictions.

RoSPA’s Julia Small, said: “RoSPA wants every employee, wherever they are, to
work safe in the knowledge that they will be going home unharmed and healthy
at the end of every day.

“The RoSPA Award winners are vital to help achieve this goal, as by entering
they are driving up standards and setting new benchmarks for organisations
everywhere.”
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Science enables soldiers and aircrew
to partner with smart machines on
Salisbury Plain

Press release

Scientists from the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) have
been working with soldiers, aircrew and industry partners on Salisbury Plain
in Wiltshire in a unique experiment to see how humans and a new generation of
smart machines can partner to change the way that military operations are
conducted.

During a two week exercise at Copehill Down Village, soldiers and aircrew
combined their core platforms with uncrewed aerial vehicles (UAVs) and
autonomous ground vehicles (UGVs) developed by industry partners to look at
the challenges and opportunities provided by technology that could help the
Army improve military advantage. Helicopter pilots controlled UAVs from the
cockpit, providing ground troops and vehicles with improved situational
awareness. Tank commanders and dismounted troops used UGVs and UAVs to
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enhance their ability to find targets in complex urban environments.

Cpl Liam Fisher, 1st Battalion The Yorkshire Regiment said:

Technically it’s a big game of hide and seek. We can get ‘hands on’
with the drones, get ‘hands on’ with the ground vehicles and find
the people you need to find. It will absolutely make a difference,
there are parts where you can’t go, especially for your dismounts.
So instead of using ground troops, you can push the UGVs out or
other vehicles out and get them to do your job for you instead.

The MOD is investigating how to reduce the collective burden of war fighting
tasks on soldiers by exploiting software and autonomous vehicles to carry out
tasks such as combat support and intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance (ISR) missions.

The trial falls under the Army Warfighting Experiment, a project that has
been running for the last 10 years and gives personnel the opportunity to
test a whole range of futuristic technology. Dstl’s scientific expertise
identifies and carries out initial testing on viable industry proposals to
deliver technology that shows the greatest potential to the end user and
deliver clear military and strategic advantage to the UK.

Dstl’s Project Manager Jamie M said:

These types of experiments are really important for the future, if
we’re going to keep pushing forward and understanding autonomous
technologies and behaviours, we need to have these experiments
where we can be right at the beginning of the science and get
soldiers’ inputs straight away into the development of the systems.

This has been a hugely demanding activity to pull together,
particular during the Covid-19 pandemic with significant hurdles to
overcome to deliver a trial of this complexity. It has been a
privilege to work alongside Army colleagues to understand their
challenges and help shape the development of industry delivered
solutions that could address those challenges.

The industry partners were selected through a competition enabled by the
Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA) to look for innovative solutions to
crewed and uncrewed teaming. Industry was asked to demonstrate some or all of
the following:

a semi-autonomous uncrewed system which can be demonstrated in the field
by the end of the project (at AWE 2019)
a control interface for the semi-autonomous system which can be operated
by a single user who will not be required to maintain constant operation
a control interface suitable for operation within an armoured ground or



air platform but that can be removed from that platform and operate with
its own power supply
a system which seeks to consider and minimise cognitive load on the
operator in relation to the crewed and uncrewed systems whilst not being
fully autonomous

Industry teams were given 12 months to develop and deliver novel semi-
autonomous uncrewed systems capable of being operated on the move in current
Army platforms in a representative military environment.
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Carprieve 50 mg/ml Solution for
Injection for Cattle – Product defect
recall alert

News story

Product defect recall alert for Carprieve 50 mg/ml Solution for Injection for
Cattle (Vm 02000/4295) by Norbrook Laboratories Ltd.

Carprieve 50 mg/ml Solution for Injection for Cattle packaging

We wish to make veterinary surgeons aware that Norbrook Laboratories Ltd has
issued a recall for the product Carprieve 50 mg/ml Solution for Injection for
Cattle as a precautionary measure.

During stability monitoring analysis of the product an impurity was detected
which exceeded the specification for an individual impurity. The impurity was
isolated and the best estimate of identity indicated that the impurity is
carprofen related.
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The problem affects a limited number of batches and is identifiable through
quality control testing. The concentration of the process impurity does not
increase over time. This recall is for the following batches only:

Batch No.
9371-90
9372-90
9373-91
0105-90

Norbrook Laboratories Ltd is contacting wholesale dealers and veterinary
surgeons to examine inventory immediately and quarantine products subject to
this recall.

For further information regarding the recall, please contact Mr Gary Mckee on
0044 2830 264435 or alternatively by email to gary.mckee@norbrook.co.uk
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The drive to improve motorway journeys
for disabled people

Nearly one in four people report they have a disability and disabled drivers
represent five per cent of the driving population.

The company announced the new services on International Day of Sign Languages
(Wednesday 23 September) with one service which will help Deaf people
communicate with the organisation using British Sign Language, the other
seeing the introduction of access guides to help explain the facilities
offered at motorway service areas.

Highways England Customer Service Director, Melanie Clarke said:

We always encourage everyone to plan their journeys before setting
off and appreciate that for some people this isn’t as easy as for
others. That’s why we’re launching new services, to break down
barriers and help people reliably plan and feel confident about
their journeys. We’ll continue our work to improve facilities in
collaboration with the expertise of the Roads for All Forum
members.

Highways England established the Roads for All Forum in 2018 bringing
together a wide range of organisations that represent, or provide services
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to, disabled road users. Working together, the forum ensures that
accessibility and inclusivity shapes England’s roads, both now and in the
future.

Guy Dangerfield, head of strategy at the independent watchdog Transport
Focus, said:

We know that driving gives disabled road users vital independence,
but the lack of relevant information in suitable formats can make
planning a journey very difficult.

Our research showed the barriers that disabled people can face. It
is good to see Transport Focus recommendations being taken onboard
to make it easier for all road users to plan journeys and get
assistance when they need it.

Highways England offers support to road users 24 hours a day, every day of
the year. Its Customer Contact Centre provides journey planning advice,
information about roadworks and traffic conditions, and assistance to people
who have broken down and need help. Its new contact service allows anyone who
is a British Sign Language (BSL) user to use SignLive to contact the Customer
Contact Centre.

An estimated 150,000 people in the UK use British Sign Language (BSL) as
their main or sole means of communication. The free SignLive service connects
deaf users with an online professional BSL interpreter, who will contact
Highways England on their behalf and translate the conversation between them
and a Highways England contact centre advisor.

Joel Kellhofer, Director at SignLive said:

SignLive are delighted to be working with Highways England to make
the organisation more accessible for the Deaf community. They
provide a vital service and we’re happy that British Sign Language
users can get in touch more easily.

Highways England has also joined up with AccessAble, which provides
accessibility information on thousands of venues across the UK and Ireland
via a free App, to include information on motorway services areas in England.

AccessAble survey in progress

Over 100 service areas on England’s motorway network will be surveyed to
determine the accessibility of key areas including parking, toilets, petrol
stations, shops and restaurants. The first survey took place at Watford Gap
on 5 August, with all 113 Access Guides due to launch in early 2021. Virtual
Access Guides will also be created. This new type of guide, which uses 360-



degree imagery, will enable people to travel the route to key facilities,
like accessible toilets and changing places, so they can find out exactly
what to expect when they arrive.

Speaking about the project David Livermore, Director of Business Development
at AccessAble said:

We are delighted to be working with Highways England on this
ground-breaking initiative to deliver a world class standard of
access information across the service area network. Highways
England shares our commitment to user-led service development and
improving access and customer experiences for the UK’s 18 million
disabled people and carers.

The project will not only give people all the information they need
to plan a trip but also support Highways England and Motorway
Service Operators to see how facilities could be improved in the
future. We are particularly looking forward to working in
collaboration with disabled people and disability organisations who
are experts in this space to ensure the service is the best it can
be.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.


