
jHub Fellowship Scheme: “It’s a
completely different area to work in.”

You might assume that to work in the jHub, experience in technology is a
requirement. After all, a huge amount of what this unique and fascinating
team does is centred on the procurement and distribution of state-of-the-art
technology to the front line of Defence. However, although helpful, it’s not
necessarily the be all and end all. Don’t believe us? Just ask John, SO2
Innovation Scout in jHub X:

The exposure to technology isn’t something I had experience within
my previous role.

Before working in the jHub, John was an Infantry Commander, a world away from
his current role in the jHub. And although it took some time to adjust, he
has relished his introduction to technology:

It’s anything from the digital aspects to modern warfare soldier
systems which is super interesting, and I think really applicable
going forward in my career.

Like with those around him, John makes a point of acknowledging the chance to
work with those with different backgrounds and expertise as being
particularly significant in the appeal of the jHub:

I have the opportunity to work with specialists and people with a
variety of different backgrounds whether that’s Data scientists,
UES Programmers even legal aspects. It’s not something I would have
been able to do in my previous role.

All these backgrounds are the cogs in the jHub machine and contribute to
their overall mission, but John explains:

The ability to make a difference, quickly, especially in the jHub
X-Team is fantastic. We have such an operational drive, and we can
go identify a problem, go straight to industry to develop a
solution and then get it straight into the hands of the users.

And, despite this being clearly satisfying in its own right, it’s the being
able to see and understand the process in a different light that that excites
John:

http://www.government-world.com/jhub-fellowship-scheme-its-a-completely-different-area-to-work-in-2/
http://www.government-world.com/jhub-fellowship-scheme-its-a-completely-different-area-to-work-in-2/


Seeing this process from a capability procurement side is
fascinating and quite rare.

If jHub’s status as a unique defence office was still in question, John
points out a couple of additional factors to tip the scale heavily in its
favour:

It’s a completely different area to work in than you would find in
other areas of Defence. The style of leadership is one of a kind
but so is the breadth and variety of different areas you get to
work in.

And where better to finish than with this:

It’s a fantastic opportunity and I would definitely recommend it to
anyone who is thinking of coming into this space.

You can find more information about working for the jHub and their new
Innovation Fellowship by reading the Innovation Fellowship Launches article.

Work begins on first major broadband
upgrade under £5 billion Project
Gigabit

New data shows lightning-fast gigabit broadband now available for 70% of
UK homes and businesses
Prime Minister visits Dorset as first Project Gigabit contract awarded,
putting more than 7,000 hard-to-reach properties in the digital fast
lane by 2025
Coverage has soared from seven per cent in 2019, meaning nearly 20m
premises connected since the Prime Minister took office

The Prime Minister has announced a lightning-fast broadband boost for homes
and businesses in rural Dorset, as new data shows gigabit broadband now
available for 70% of UK homes and businesses.

It comes as work kicks off on the first major contract under the government’s
£5 billion Project Gigabit – the biggest broadband roll out in British
history.

New data to be published by independent website ThinkBroadband, shows 7 in 10
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UK properties can access the fastest and most reliable internet connections
needed for families and businesses to take full advantage of revolutionary
new advances in technology in the coming decades.

This represents a meteoric rise since Prime Minister Boris Johnson took
office in 2019 when gigabit coverage stood at just 7%, demonstrating
levelling up in action with a total of nearly 20 million premises connected
since then and turbocharged progress by industry towards the government’s
target of 85% coverage by 2025.

In the last five months alone, one million premises have been connected to
gigabit networks, a tremendous achievement given the first million premises
took more than eight years to connect. The rate at which gigabit-capable
internet connections are installed has increased threefold, with companies
like Wessex Internet connecting premises at a rate of one every seven
seconds.

The Prime Minister is in North Dorset today to see plans and preparations for
how more than 7,000 hard-to-reach premises struggling with slow speeds will
be connected under a £6 million contract awarded by the government to Wessex
Internet. The first home will be connected by the end of the year, with an
expected completion date for all by 2025.  The project will cover the rural
outskirts of towns, villages and hamlets across the region from Sherborne to
Verwood and Shaftesbury to Blandford Forum.

The signing marks the start of a flurry of Project Gigabit delivery contracts
to be awarded over the coming months. As part of the programme, the
government has already launched procurements totalling over £690 million
aiming to cover up to 498,000 premises, with work due to begin to connect
hard-to-reach areas in Cornwall, Cambridgeshire, Cumbria, and several areas
across north east England before the end of the year.

Project Gigabit is the government’s record £5 billion scheme to bring the
fastest, most reliable broadband to areas considered too difficult or
expensive to connect under the broadband industry’s commercial
plans. Government funding will complement industry investment to ensure that
these harder to reach areas benefit from the same gigabit broadband as the
rest of the country, enabling businesses to grow by using digital technology
to boost their productivity and giving people living in more remote areas
better access to good jobs.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

“From Sherbourne to Stirling, lightning-fast broadband is levelling up towns
and villages across the country.

“In just three years we have increased the coverage of gigabit broadband from
seven per cent of households to 70%, and I am proud that today more than 20
million households, businesses and organisations are able to tap into rapid
and reliable internet, unleashing their potential, creating opportunities and
driving growth across the country.”



Digital Secretary Nadine Dorries said:

“Today we enter an exciting new phase of our £5 billion Project Gigabit
digital connectivity programme by signing our first major contract in Dorset.
Thousands of hard-to-reach homes and businesses in the region will get access
to faster connections and join the 20 million properties we’ve helped connect
over the last three years.

“The benefits of better broadband connectivity cannot be underestimated and
this work will mean those living in rural areas can enjoy 21st century speeds
in the home and workplace, making their lives easier and more productive”

Gigabit broadband can provide speeds of more than 1,000 megabits per second,
more than thirty times faster than copper-based superfast broadband, which is
currently available to 97 per cent of UK premises. While superfast is fast
enough for most people’s needs today, gigabit-capable connections will
provide the speeds and reliability Britain needs for decades into the future.

Entire families will be able stream movies, TV and video games in high
quality 4K and 8K definition onto multiple devices at the same time with no
slowdowns in speed. It will underpin revolutionary new technologies such as
Virtual and Augmented Reality and more internet-connected appliances in the
home and the workplace to make our lives easier and more productive.

It will enable anyone to start-up and run a business of any size from even
the most remote areas of the UK.

More than 740,000 premises have been connected through government funding so
far, mainly through extending the government’s Superfast programme to provide
gigabit-capable connections, the Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme and
initiatives to put public services in the digital fast lane by connecting
hospitals, GP surgeries, libraries and other public buildings.

Today’s announcement for Dorset is the first large-scale scheme under Project
Gigabit to deliver gigabit connections to a regional area en-masse. Millions
of rural homes and businesses across the UK are in line for an upgrade thanks
to dozens of these multi-million pound contracts, making Project Gigabit one
of the largest national infrastructure projects of recent times.

The announcement follows the confirmation last month that hundreds of
thousands of pupils living in the countryside will enjoy lessons powered by
better digital connections as the government invests to level up internet
access for up to 3,000 rural primary schools, with an £82 million investment
to help an estimated half a million primary school children.

Now the contract in Dorset has been awarded, the government will work with
Wessex Internet and the local authority to begin planning the construction of
the gigabit-capable network, with spades set to enter the ground in the
coming weeks.

Today’s news follows the announcement of plans to connect more than 2,600
hard-to-reach premises in Scotland to gigabit speeds as part of a £36 million
investment with the Scottish Government. The expansion of the R100 network
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includes a £16 million boost from Project Gigabit.

The latest Project Gigabit quarterly update from Building Digital UK (BDUK),
an Executive Agency of the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport,
details the progress being made to roll out gigabit broadband across the UK
and will be published later this week.

Hector Gibson Fleming, CEO of Wessex Internet, said:

“We’re thrilled to have been awarded the first contract under the
government’s £5 billion Project Gigabit programme.

“As a business based in North Dorset, our priority has always been to bring
fast, reliable broadband to rural communities overlooked by other providers.
We believe passionately that rural areas must have access to gigabit-capable
connectivity and the exciting benefits it brings for homes, businesses and
communities.

“Over the last four years, we have connected thousands of homes and
businesses across the South West to full fibre broadband and are excited to
accelerate our roll out further with this new contract.”

Cllr Jill Haynes, Dorset Council’s portfolio holder for Corporate Development
and Transformation, said:

“This significant government investment in Dorset is great news for
communities and businesses that would otherwise have been left behind as the
country moves to gigabit-capable broadband.

“Good broadband connection has never been more important as we rebuild the
economy after the pandemic.

“We look forward to working with Wessex Internet and the government on this
exciting development in technology, which will greatly benefit some of the
most rural parts of our county.”

Andrew Ferguson, Editor of thinkbroadband, said:

“With seven out of 10 premises now able to order a gigabit option and over
half of those are actually future proof full fibre shows that the UK
broadband market is generally delivering on its rollout targets.

“Of course at a time when many people are looking for savings on their
household bills buying a gigabit service is going to seem a luxury but one of
the advantages of full fibre is you can enjoy the improved reliability even
when buying the entry level services and even an entry level Fibre to the
Premise (FTTP) product will be faster than an old partial fibre service where
speeds are impacted by distance to the cabinet.”

ENDS

Notes to editors



The Project Gigabit Summer Update includes details of the positive
impact of the government’s broadband voucher scheme on businesses and
communities. 

The current £210 million government Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme
(GBVS) provides a grant of up to £1,500 for residents and up to £3,500
for businesses towards the cost of installing gigabit-capable broadband
networks in communities. It enables households and businesses to club
together to increase the total subsidy of a project to cover most or all
of the costs for installation to eligible areas. To date, more than
110,000 premises are now able to access a gigabit-capable broadband
connection thanks to this scheme.

The Summer Update also highlights the results of a recent BDUK survey of
over 1,700 small and medium enterprises (SMEs) that had received
gigabit-capable broadband through the government’s broadband voucher
schemes between 2017 and 2021. More than 80% of the SMEs surveyed
reported an increase in productivity as a result of their upgraded
connection, with the majority using improved connectivity to access
digital tools such as cloud storage, video conferencing, high volume
file data transfer and accounting services.

Around 40% of businesses also reported that they were able to reduce
business travel and gain new customers as a result of the connection,
and nearly half are adopting more flexible working and business
practices.

Critically, 70% of businesses say the upgrade helped them to adapt and
continue to do business during the pandemic.

COP26 President to attend the G20
Climate and Environment Ministerial in
Indonesia

Press release

Alok Sharma will attend the G20 Environment Ministerial in Bali, Indonesia
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The COP26 President will lead the UK delegation at the G20 Climate and
Environment Ministerial in Bali
Mr Sharma will continue to urge G20 countries to honour their
commitments and revisit their 2030 emission reduction targets this year
He will also meet key Indonesian ministers as the UK Presidency
continues to progress implementation of the Glasgow Climate Pact

COP26 President Alok Sharma will travel to Bali from 30 August-1 September to
lead the UK delegation attending the G20. The visit is a critical opportunity
to engage with G20 Climate Ministers to maintain momentum and drive action on
climate, environment and biodiversity ahead of COP27.

He will use the climate sessions to lobby G20 countries to move faster to
limit global temperature increase to below 1.5 degrees. The COP26 President
will push for climate action through emission reductions this decade, noting
that accelerating energy transitions and building net zero green sectors is
crucial to long-term economic security and sustainable development.

Mr Sharma will continue to reiterate that current global crises relating to
Vladimir Putin’s illegal, unprovoked and barbaric invasion of Ukraine and
rises in the cost of living should increase G20 countries’ determination to
accelerate the shift to renewables and deliver on the Glasgow Climate Pact.

Alok Sharma, COP26 President said:

The current energy crisis has demonstrated the vulnerability of
countries relying on fossil fuels controlled by hostile actors.

If Countries don’t want the risk of being held to ransom they
should do all they can to achieve domestic energy security as fast
as possible.

Climate security has become synonymous with energy security and the
chronic threat of climate change is not going away.

He added: “Some Countries have already come forward with great ambition but
the science clearly shows our window to act is closing rapidly. Now is the
time for the G20 to step up and deliver on the commitments made in the
Glasgow Climate Pact.”



The COP President will also meet with Indonesian Ministers to welcome the
country’s ongoing work to enhance its climate ambitions, encourage them to
submit a 1.5C aligned Nationally Determined Contribution as soon as possible,
and to place climate action and energy transition as a central aspect of
their G20 Presidency.
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Philippine 2050 Pathway Calculator –
Expression of Interest

The UK government is supporting the Philippine government through the
Department of Energy (DOE) to develop its own version of the 2050 Pathway
Calculator (2050 Calculator) with Mott MacDonald as the delivery partner.

The 2050 Calculator will be used as a tool to engage experts, policy makers,
senior officials, politicians, and the public on how the Philippine energy
sector’s GHG emissions could be reduced over time and on the benefits, costs,
and trade-offs of different scenarios/possible pathways. It will bring real
scientific evidence into the debate around energy issues and, in turn, will
inform decision-making.

With its own version of this transparent, interactive tool of energy and
emissions model, the DOE will improve its long-term energy strategies and
ultimately, the assessment of mitigation actions and targets through
increased engagement of senior officials, politicians, experts, academics,
and the general public in determining different feasible and credible low-
carbon and net zero pathways.

The local consultants fulfilling the following requirements may apply:

At least 15 years’ experience in climate change-related work; with
specific expertise in energy and climate mitigation work in the
Philippines
In-depth technical work on NDC development process and leading the
delivery of database and modelling outputs
Proven experience in leading the project coordination involving
international organizations, cross national government agencies and
wider range of stakeholders

Applicants who fulfil the required qualifications can send email to the
Delegated Procurement Officer Wolansa.Deneke@fcdo.gov.uk copying
Rexor.Amancio@fcdo.gov.uk, Jacqueline.MielSoliguin@fcdo.gov.uk, and
Josephine.Orense@fcdo.gov.uk to express interest from 29 August – 2
September.
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Shortlisted candidates will be able to access the full “Invitation to tender”
pack which includes, 9 A. ITT Covering Letter, 9 B. ITT Instruction, 9 C.
Terms of Reference and 9 D. ITT Volume 3 Commercial Proforma.

The British Embassy in Manila will follow a two-stage contracting process for
this particular exercise. That is short-listing the Expressions of Interest
based on the above criteria and then assessment of Technical and Commercial
bids based on the pre-established Technical, Value for Money and Commercial
assessment criteria, which will be obtained from the full ITT pack.

Separate Technical and Commercial bids should be sent electronically to
Wolansa.Deneke@fcdo.gov.uk copying Rexor.Amancio@fcdo.gov.uk,
Jacqueline.MielSoliguin@fcdo.gov.uk, and Josephine.Orense@fcdo.gov.uk.

British Embassy Manila reserves the right not to award any contract.

Deadline for submission of bids will be on 14 September 2022. Late
applications will not be considered.

UK calls for the end of cluster
munitions use around the world

Actor and UN Ambassador Daniel Craig and FCDO Minister Graham Stuart MP will
today call for the end of cluster munition use around the world at an
international conference chaired by the UK.

Cluster bombs continue to kill and maim civilians in conflicts around the
world, including Syria, Libya and Ukraine, often leaving their victims with
life-changing injuries. Unexploded munitions continue to threaten the lives
of civilians for years afterwards, hampering post-conflict reconstruction and
development.

The UK currently holds the Presidency of the Convention on Cluster Munitions
of the Convention on Cluster Munitions, an international agreement ratified
by 110 countries to end the use of these devastating weapons. This conference
will bring together the international community and civil society
organisations to work together to rid the world of these weapons, educate
communities on the dangers associated with their use and support survivors
and their families.

Alongside the Minister, Daniel Craig will open the conference with a video
message in his capacity as the United Nations Global Advocate for the
Elimination of Mines and Explosive Hazards.

Daniel Craig will say:
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Civilians all too often pay the price when these brutal weapons are
used. In my work with the United Nations Mine Action Service, I
have seen how long after conflicts, damage caused by cluster
munitions persists.

Unbelievably we are still seeing use of cluster munitions today,
most recently in Ukraine.

Countries that still use and produce cluster munitions need to stop
doing so, they are barbaric weapons used mainly on civilian
populations to spread fear and anxiety. It is up to us to do the
hard work, to do what we can to support each other and help
civilians recover from the devastating impact of these weapons.

Graham Stuart, FCDO Minister responsible for Counter-Proliferation, is
expected to say:

Too many innocent civilians have lost their lives to these weapons
of war. Under our Presidency, the UK has driven forward work to
eliminate them altogether.

Every step taken under this Convention, makes the world a safer
place – but too many states still refuse to give up cluster
munitions. We will continue to speak out against these murderous
weapons – as we did in March when we condemned their use in the
illegal Russian invasion of Ukraine.

We did so on behalf of the parties to the Convention on Cluster
Munitions. Since the Convention was founded 14 years ago, 110 State
Parties have ratified it, 13 States have signed up to its
objectives but not yet ratified, and 35 states have cleared their
stockpiles of cluster munitions.

The UK is a leading supporter of mine action, and continues to invest heavily
in clearance of cluster munitions, anti-personnel mines, and other explosive
remnants of war around the world. In June 2022, the UK announced a budget of
up to £100million for the third phase of its Global Mine Action Programme
tackling the lethal legacy of these weapons.


