
Helen Birchenough reappointed to Arts
Council England

News story

The Secretary of State has reappointed Helen Birchenough as South West Area
Chair of Arts Council England for 4 years commencing 5 December 2022.

Helen has always worked with creative people. Her early career was in
advertising and brand development and she soon added a number of voluntary
roles to her portfolio. She was a trustee and Chair of Salisbury Playhouse
from 2003 – 2012 and of the Salisbury International Arts Festival from 2016.
She was a key part of the team that merged these two organisations and the
Salisbury Arts Centre to form Wiltshire Creative.

Helen chaired Wiltshire College, a complex multi-site further education and
higher education college through a period of transformational change. She
also chaired the education grants panel for Wiltshire Community Foundation.
Helen is a board advisor for Messums Wiltshire, the pioneering multi-purpose
gallery and arts centre based in a 13th century tithe barn in Wiltshire and
with other spaces in London and the North. She is a Deputy Lieutenant in
Wiltshire.

Helen represents ACE National Council on the Acceptance in Lieu and Cultural
Gifts Panel.

Remuneration and Governance Code

Area Chairs of Arts Council England are offered remuneration of £6,400 per
year. This appointment has been made in accordance with the Cabinet Office’s
Governance Code on Public Appointments. The appointments process is regulated
by the Commissioner for Public Appointments. Under the Code, any significant
political activity undertaken by an appointee in the last five years must be
declared. This is defined as including holding office, public speaking,
making a recordable donation, or candidature for election. Helen Birchenough
has declared no significant political activity.
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Kate Grimley Evans appointed to the
ACNRA

News story

The Secretary of State has appointed Kate Grimley Evans to the Advisory
Council on National Records and Archives (ACNRA) for 3 years.

Appointed from 15 September 2022 until 14 September 2025.

Kate is a solicitor who specialises in Data Protection and Freedom of
Information. She was previously Head of Information Law at a large law firm
and now practises on a consultancy basis, most recently through the law firms
Kesteven Partners and Bates Wells. Kate is also the Managing Director of her
own company which specialises in information law training and compliance
audits. In April 2020, Kate was appointed as a judicial office holder,
carrying out a part time role as a Fee Paid Member of the Upper Tribunal
assigned to the Administrative Appeals Chamber (Information Rights
Jurisdiction) and First Tier Tribunal General Regulatory Chamber (Information
Rights Jurisdiction). Kate qualified as a solicitor in 2004 and started
practising in the area of information law in 2011. Since then, she has acted
for a wide range of clients with a focus on the charity and education
sectors. She is the author of the leading guidance on data protection and
information law matters for the museum sector.

Remuneration and Governance Code

Members of the ACNRA are offered remuneration of £386 per day. This
appointment has been made in accordance with the Cabinet Office’s Governance
Code on Public Appointments. The appointments process is regulated by the
Commissioner for Public Appointments. Under the Code, any significant
political activity undertaken by an appointee in the last five years must be
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declared. This is defined as including holding office, public speaking,
making a recordable donation, or candidature for election. Kate Grimley Evans
has not declared any significant political activity.
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Strict new controls on pork and pork
products to protect Britain’s pig
sector against African swine fever

Strict new controls restricting the movement of pork and pork products into
Great Britain to help safeguard Britain’s pigs from the threat of African
swine fever (ASF) have been announced today (Wednesday 31 August 2022).

African swine fever poses no risk to human health, but is a highly contagious
disease for pigs and wild boar. In recent months it has been spreading in
mainland Europe leading to the deaths of thousands of pigs and causing
significant disruption to the meat trade. With no vaccine available, the
disease poses a significant risk to our domestic pig herd and our long-term
ability to export pork and other pork products around the globe.

The new control, which comes into force from Thursday 1 September 2022, will
strengthen the requirements for bringing pork and pork products into Great
Britain from the European Union (EU) and European Free Trade Association
states. It will no longer be legal to bring pork or pork products weighing
over two kilograms, unless they are produced to the EU’s commercial
standards. This does not apply to commercial imports, which remain unaffected
by the control.

This action comes following the publication of a new risk assessment,
conducted by the Animal and Plant Health Agency, which recognises that the
chance that the ASF virus may be brought into Great Britain stands at ‘medium
risk’. It found that the most likely way the virus could be introduced to
Great Britain is by a member of the public bringing pork or pork products
back from an ASF-affected country. This measure will help limit possibly
infected pig meat being brought into Great Britain through various means,
such as in passengers’ luggage or in vehicles.

Biosecurity Minister Lord Richard Benyon said:

“An outbreak of African swine fever is one of the biggest threats our pig
industry faces today. We are not complacent and this decisive and
proportionate action will stop the entry of pork products that pose the
greatest risk. It is essential we maintain the highest levels of biosecurity
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and all visitors to the UK will need to abide by these new regulations.”

UK’s Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer Richard Irvine said:

“If African swine fever ever reached the UK it would have a severe and
damaging impact on our pigs and pig industry. A single outbreak of this
highly infectious disease would also harm relations with our trading partners
and threaten the livelihoods of thousands of our pig farmers.

“We are taking this action to limit the risk of disease spreading by banning
people bringing in high-risk pork and pork products that could carry this
virus until further notice. Everyone can do their bit to help stop animal
diseases spreading to this country by simply not bringing pork and other
meats onto our shores.”

Welsh Government Minister for Rural Affairs and North Wales, and Trefnydd,
Lesley Griffiths said:

“African swine fever is a highly fatal viral disease which is a major threat
to our pig industry. Although not present in the UK, it is spreading across
Europe and this timely action is important in helping to prevent the disease
reaching our shores. We continue to monitor the international situation very
closely and review our disease control tools.”

Everyone can help to stop the spread of ASF to the UK by doing the following:

If you are visiting non-EU countries, you must not bring any pork or
pork products back to the UK.
If you are visiting EU or EFTA countries (Switzerland, Norway, Iceland
or Liechtenstein), you must not bring pork or pork products which are
over 2kg unless they meet EU commercial production standards.
Disposing of leftovers or food waste in secure bins that pigs or
wildlife cannot access.
Farmers, the public and members of the food industry should practice
high biosecurity standards, including never feeding catering waste,
kitchen scraps or meat products to pigs, which is illegal and can spread
the disease.

The government continually monitors disease outbreaks around the world to
assess whether there may be risks for the UK and takes action to limit the
risk of the disease reaching our shores.

Trade remedy measure on hot rolled
flat and coil steel suspended for
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imports from Ukraine

News story

UK Government suspending trade remedy measures of approximately £50 per tonne
on imports of hot rolled flat and coil (HRFC) steel from Ukraine for nine
months

The UK Government is suspending trade remedy measures of approximately £50
per tonne on imports of hot rolled flat and coil (HRFC) steel from Ukraine
for nine months.

The decision follows a recommendation from the Trade Remedies Authority
(TRA), which assessed whether the measure should be removed after the Ukraine
Government wrote to the UK Government to ask for this issue to be
investigated. The decision will mean Ukraine imports of HRFC steel won’t be
subject to the higher trade remedy rate. HRFC steel is used mainly in the
mechanical and electrical engineering, building and car-making sectors.

The TRA looked at whether there had been a change in market conditions and
whether the effect of this change was temporary. It concluded that these
conditions were met following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine earlier this year.
The TRA also looked at what effect this change might have on UK industry.
Domestic producers of this product were consulted as part of the TRA’s
assessment and the TRA found no evidence that suspending the tariffs on
Ukraine exports would cause injury to UK producers.

The suspension will come into effect from Wed 31 August 2022 and will last
for nine months as this is the maximum duration allowed for an initial
suspension under UK legislation. The suspension can be extended if it
continues to be needed.

The Trade Remedies Authority is the UK body that investigates whether
new trade remedy measures are needed to counter unfair import practices
and unforeseen surges of imports.
View more on how we investigate whether to suspend a trade remedy
measure.
Anti-dumping remedies address imported goods which are being dumped in
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the UK at prices below what they would be sold for in their home
country.
Anti-subsidy measures, also known as countervailing measures, are one of
three types of trade remedy that are allowed under World Trade
Organization (WTO) rules. They are put in place to offset imports being
sold at unfair prices due to government subsidies in their country of
origin.
Trade remedy investigations were carried out by the EU Commission on the
UK’s behalf until the UK left the EU. Forty-four EU trade remedy
measures of interest to UK producers were carried across into UK law
when the UK left the EU and the TRA is currently reviewing each one to
check if it is suitable for UK needs.
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Announcement of the reappointment of a
non-judicial member of the Sentencing
Council

News story

The Lord Chancellor has announced the reappointment of Diana Fawcett as a
non-judicial member of the Sentencing Council for a second tenure of 18
months.

The Lord Chancellor in consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, has
announced the reappointment of Diana Fawcett as a non-judicial member of the
Sentencing Council with specific responsibility for promoting the welfare of
victims of crime, for a second tenure of 18 months The re-appointment
commenced on 5 April 2022 and will run until 4 October 2023.

The SC was established by Section 118(1) of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009
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(“the Act”) to promote greater transparency and consistency in sentencing
whilst maintaining the independence of the judiciary. The SC’s
responsibilities include: developing sentencing guidelines and monitoring
their use; assessing the impact of guidelines on sentencing practice;
promoting the understanding of and increasing public confidence in sentencing
and the criminal justice system.

Appointments and re-appointments are made by the Lord Chancellor, in
consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, and are regulated by the
Commissioner for Public Appointments. This reappointment has been made in
line with the Governance Code on Public Appointments.

Diana Fawcett

Diana was first appointed to the Sentencing Council on 5 April 2019 for a
period of three years. Diana was appointed as Director of Operations of the
charity Victim Support in February 2015 becoming Chief Executive in January
2018.

Prior to Victim Support, Diana was Director of Operations at Shelter for
seven years where she was responsible for the charity’s advice and support
services. She has also worked for four London boroughs and three housing
associations, managing a range of housing, development and care services. She
has been a trustee of Lewisham Refugee and Migrant Network a charity
providing advice and support to refugees since 2014 and was chair between
2015-21.
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