
NHS Test and Trace managing record
number of cases

With more than 30 million tests now processed since the programme was
launched, and more than 1.4 million people reached by our contact tracers,
NHS Test and Trace is helping to protect lives, and keep our schools and
workplaces open.

1,892,703 tests were processed during the week 15 to 21 October, an increase
of 163,138 compared with the previous week, and the highest number to date.
With more than 600 test sites already in operation across the UK, and up to
40 new test sites opening every week, the median distance people are now
travelling to a test centre is just 2.8 miles.

Turnaround times for tests have seen an improvement since the previous week,
with 82,000 more in-person tests (pillars 1 and 2) turned around in 24 hours
and care home turnaround times continuing to improve. A continued drive to
improve testing capacity, which has already seen capacity increase to more
than 445,000 a day this week, will contribute to ongoing improvement in
turnaround times over the coming weeks.

Meanwhile, the contact tracing service is dealing with record volumes of
cases. More than 97,000 people who tested positive were reached and asked for
their contact details, that’s 80.5% of the total number of people transferred
into the contact tracing system. This is a 23% increase in the number of
people who tested positive and were contacted by NHS Test and Trace compared
to last week ‒ 7 times more people were reached and asked for their contact
details than the first week of September.

There are more close contacts being identified than ever before, with an
increase of 12% this week alone. For those where communication details were
available, 74.3% were reached and asked to self-isolate.

The weekly statistics from the 21st week of NHS Test and Trace show in the
most recent week of operations (15 to 21 October):

a total of 1,892,703 tests were processed, a 9% increase from the
previous week
97,014 (80.5%) people who tested positive and were transferred to the
contact-tracing system were reached and asked to provide information
about their contacts, compared with 78,903 (81.7%) the previous week
171,554 (74.3%) contacts where communication details were given were
reached and told to self-isolate, compared with 152,495 (75.1%) the
previous week
46.5% of in-person test results were received the next day after the
test was taken, compared with 33.4% the previous week
20.0% of in-person test results were received within 24 hours after the
test was taken, compared with 12% the previous week
34.9% of satellite (care home) tests results were delivered within 48
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hours compared to 20.4% in the previous week

Since NHS Test and Trace launched, nearly 1.5 million contacts have been
identified, and 80.9% of all contacts where communication details were given
have been reached and told to self-isolate.

Latest figures also show that the NHS COVID-19 app has been downloaded more
than 19 million times since it was launched.

The government’s commitment to increasing testing capacity has already seen
the number of labs across the UK’s growing diagnostic network rise from 5 to
18, through a combination of public, private and academic partnerships.

A new Lighthouse Lab has also now been approved in Plymouth, which is set to
join the network in the new year. When fully operational, the Plymouth lab,
which will be operated by University Hospitals Plymouth NHS Trust, will have
the capacity to process up to 40,000 COVID-19 tests each day. Nearly 3,000
new recruits have joined the lab network since April, while advances in
innovation and technology continue to speed up processing and add to
capacity.

Interim Executive Chair of the National Institute for Health Protection
Baroness Dido Harding said:

As the number of cases rise, we are seeing NHS Test and Trace
processing more tests and reaching more people than ever before.

We are expanding the reach of our service and improving performance
in key areas such as turnaround times for tests as we continue to
increase capacity, but we recognise there is more to be done. We
are working hard to meet these increased demands whilst improving
the service we offer to the public.

There has been a terminology change. The terms ‘complex’ and ‘non-complex’
for cases and contacts will no longer be used. Instead, ‘cases and contacts
that are managed by local health protection teams (HPTs)’ and ‘cases and
contacts that are not managed by local HPTs’ will be used.

Looking ahead to the Climate Ambition
Summit 2020

Deputy Secretary-General,

Excellencies,
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It is a real honour to be speaking to you all again at the UN.

As the Deputy Secretary General has just set out, climate action cannot wait.

Even though COP26 has been postponed, we need to act now to fulfil our Paris
Agreement commitments.

When I was last here in March, I heard many of you talk about the challenges
your countries face and the steps you are taking.

Since then I have met with Ministers from many of your countries. On Zoom, at
virtual events, and recently in person once again.

In fact, I am speaking to you today from South Korea.

Over this time, I have been listening carefully to both Parties and non-state
actors.

I have been impressed by the commitment to climate action that I have heard.

It is clear that the appetite to tackle this challenge remains, but we all
must do more.

Together, I know we can ensure the Paris Agreement delivers.

That is why I am here to tell you more about the Climate Ambition Summit
2020; co-hosted by the UK COP26 Presidency, the UN and France, in partnership
with Chile and Italy.

Summit Details

This Summit will be an important milestone on the road to COP26. It will be a
chance for leaders to demonstrate their commitment to the Paris Agreement and
to come together in support of the multilateral process.

This Summit will provide a platform for leaders ready to come forward with
announcements under the three pillars of the Paris Agreement; mitigation,
adaptation and support.

Specifically, we are calling for:

New, more ambitious Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs);
Long-Term Strategies setting out a pathway to net zero emissions;
Climate finance commitments to support the most vulnerable;
And crucially, ambitious adaptation plans and underlying policies.

We must all maintain our focus on increasing ambition, and there will be no
space for general statements.

Announcements must show genuine progress from existing policies and Paris
targets.

We will give priority to the most transformational commitments put forward.



Regardless of whether it is a major economy or smaller climate vulnerable
country.

As COP President Designate, I am committed to a ‘whole of society’ approach,
and we will also use the Summit to create an inclusive and diverse platform.

Featuring a range of vital non-government voices to hold us all accountable.

This will be a virtual summit, held on Saturday the 12th of December starting
at 9AM New York time.

We will be seeking pre-recorded statements, and I ask Parties to provide
initial expressions of interest in a speaking slot – along with an indication
of their ambition – by the 6th of November.

We will issue a full logistical note shortly, including all details of the
event and how to formally request a speaking slot.

Closing

While I recognise that time is short and that the world is facing an immense
challenge with COVID-19, we urgently need to raise our ambition.

The Paris goals require us to halve global emissions over the next decade,
and to rapidly adapt to our warming climate.

Current NDCs put us on track for 3 degrees warming.

This is simply unacceptable, we must close the gap.

Yet, I remain optimistic; countries such as Jamaica, the Marshall Islands,
Norway, Moldova, and our partners Chile have shown leadership by announcing
new, more ambitious NDCs.

I am asking today, that you join them by coming forward with enhanced
ambition in December.

I also welcome the recent announcements made by President Xi at UNGA and
Prime Minister Suga yesterday, and we look forward to working with both
countries on their climate ambition.

It is clear that recovery from COVID-19 and climate ambition are not mutually
exclusive.

Member states can build back better by embedding their climate commitments
into COVID-19 recovery packages, taking advantage of the plummeting cost of
renewables, and the opportunities for our societies that green and resilient
growth brings.

This will be a chance for us all to turn words into action, and we hope you
will all join us for this important summit.

Only by coming together can we build the zero carbon, climate resilient



future that is essential for our people and our planet.

Thank you.

The Insolvency Service newsletter:
Autumn 2020

News story

The autumn 2020 edition of our newsletter is now available.

In our autumn newsletter we:

discuss plans to make independent scrutiny of connected party pre-pack
sales mandatory
invite applications for the chair of the Insolvency Service Board
confirm which temporary measures introduced by the Corporate Insolvency
and Governance Act 2020 to assist businesses during the Covid-19
pandemic are to be extended beyond 30 September 2020

and more.
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Association Agreement implementation

World news story

The British Embassy and the Department of International Trade delivered a
training to customs officials from Guatemala.

The aim was to provide the tools for public officials to effectively
implement the UK-Central America Association Agreement, due to come in force
as from 1 January 2021. The Agreement will promote trade, investment, and
economic cooperation between the United Kingdom and its partners throughout
the Isthmus.

The topics covered included some background on the agreement and upcoming
objectives that will ease trade between the UK and Central America, support
market competition, job growth, and foster prosperity and development.

More than 30 Guatemalan customs officials led by the Customs Chief, Werner
Ovalle, attended the training. The consultancy company Deloitte provided the
training, which will take place in the incumbent countries of the Association
Agreement.

Trade between the UK and Guatemala has grown more than 30% between 2018 and
2019.
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Change of Her Majesty’s Ambassador to
Chile: Louise de Sousa

Press release
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Mrs Louise de Sousa has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the
Republic of Chile.

Mrs Louise de Sousa has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the
Republic of Chile in succession to Mr Jamie Bowden CMG OBE MVO. Mrs de Sousa
will take up her appointment in February 2021.

Curriculum vitae
Full name: Louise Amanda de Sousa

Married to: Allan Rivail de Sousa

Children: Two

Dates Roles
2016 to 2020 Tunis, Her Majesty’s Ambassador
2014 to 2016 FCO, Head of Europe Mediterranean Department
2011 to 2014 FCO, Head of Human Rights & Democracy Department
2007 to 2011 Nairobi, Deputy High Commissioner
2003 to 2006 Maputo, Deputy High Commissioner
2002 to 2003 FCO, Deputy Head, Environment Policy Department

2001 FCO, Project Leader on Overseas Territories Citizenship Bill

1999 to 2000 FCO, Head of Strategic Finance Team & Secretary to the Board of
Management

1997 to 1998 FCO, Head of Asia, Middle East & Russia Section, Drugs &
International Crime Department

1993 to 1997 Brasilia, Second Secretary
1991 to 1992 FCO, Desk Officer, Southern European Department

1991 Joined FCO

Newsdesk
All the latest FCDO news is available on GOV.UK.

Follow @FCDOGovUK and @FCDOtravelGovUK on Twitter.
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