
Professor Francis Livens to join the
NDA board

News story

The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) today announced that the Rt Hon
Alok Sharma MP has appointed Professor Francis Livens to its board for a 3-
year term from 1 December.

Professor Francis Livens
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Francis Livens is Professor of Radiochemistry and Director of The University
of Manchester’s Dalton Nuclear Institute.

Dr Ros Rivaz, NDA Chair, said:

I am delighted that Francis is joining the NDA board. He is one of
the UK’s leading nuclear experts and has extensive knowledge of the
nuclear sector in the UK and internationally. I look forward to
working together with him.

Professor Livens said:

I am hugely excited and privileged to be joining the NDA’s board.
The UK is at the leading edge of nuclear decommissioning and I am
pleased to be able to help take this important work forward.

Professor Livens brings a wide range of nuclear and leadership experience to
the NDA. He has held a number of senior positions in universities and
research institutes. He is a member of the Nuclear Innovation & Research
Advisory Board advising Government, as well as the Office of Nuclear
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Regulation Independent Advisory Panel. He has also performed numerous other
important advisory roles in the UK and internationally, as a recognised
expert in radiochemistry in particular plutonium and nuclear materials.

As Director of the Dalton Nuclear Institute, he is responsible for
coordination of nuclear research and education across The University of
Manchester. He is particularly focused on the linkages between Science &
Engineering and Humanities, addressing the societal, cultural and
organisational aspects of implementing nuclear technologies in modern
societies. He is also Nuclear Theme Champion at the Henry Royce Institute.

Professor Livens has over 35 years of experience in nuclear research, working
closely with industry and government. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society for
Chemistry and Member of the Institute of Strategic Studies. As well as
teaching undergraduates and post graduate courses, Professor Livens has
supervised over 60 PhD students and postdoctoral researchers. He has
published over 200 peer reviewed articles in scientific journals.
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Asbestos removal in and around
Grenfell Tower: write-up and Q&A from
21 September 2020 online event

In early July, we published and sent out information about upcoming safety
works in and close to Grenfell Tower. As part of this work, asbestos will be
carefully removed from the Tower in secure conditions. The Tower is safe, and
these works will ensure its stability until a decision is made about its
future.

At an online event on 21 September, panel members – including a member of the
Grenfell Tower site management team and one of the external contractors
responsible for safety on site – took questions from the community. These
questions have been summarised, grouped into themes and responded to in this
document.

If you were unable to attend the online event, you can watch the event video
on the MHCLG YouTube channel:

Grenfell Tower safety works event on 21 September 2020
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36th Universal Periodic Review: UK
statement on the United States

Thank you, Madam President.

The UK welcomes US engagement with the UPR, its action to tackle modern
slavery – including anti-trafficking legislation signed into law over the
past four years – and strong US support for media freedom internationally. We
also welcome the recent steps taken on policing reform, including the
Executive Order on “Safe Policing for Safe Communities”.

We recommend that the United States:

Ratify the 2014 ILO Protocol, to the Forced Labour Convention.1.

Clarify its approach, to ensuring access to comprehensive sexual and2.
reproductive health services.

Work with state and local government, on best practice for the use of3.
force by police, and on improving the relationships between law
enforcement, and the communities they serve.
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Thank you, Madam President.

Published 10 November 2020

Negotiations on the future cost of the
TV licence kick off

Culture Secretary kicks off negotiations to agree how much a TV licence
will cost from 2022
Comes as ten-strong panel is appointed to help shape future of public
service broadcasting
Group of experts includes Lord Grade and Nicola Mendelsohn

The negotiations will determine how much a TV licence costs, and as a result
how much public funding the BBC and S4C will get, for at least five years
from April 2022.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden has asked the BBC to set out its financial
needs in line with its public purposes to inform his assessment of the
appropriate level for the licence fee and to make sure it offers the best
value for money for licence fee payers.

It comes on the day a panel of independent professionals from the worlds of
broadcasting, production, journalism and technology are appointed to help
shape the future of the UK’s public service broadcasting (PSB) system.

The Public Service Broadcasting Advisory Panel includes former Channel 4
chief executive Michael Grade, Facebook’s Vice President for Europe Nicola
Mendelsohn, and former senior executives of Sky, ITN and Endemol Shine.

The panel will provide independent expertise and advice as part of the
government’s strategic review of public service broadcasting (PSB), and look
at the aims, purpose and overall governance of the UK’s current system.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden said:

Public service broadcasting is woven into the cultural fabric of
the UK, but to remain relevant and meet people’s needs in the
digital age it must evolve.

We are today taking a step forward in our roadmap for reform of the
BBC and beginning negotiations to agree the cost of a TV licence
from 2022 so that it offers fee payers the best value for money.

We are also bringing together experts from the media and tech
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industries to help shape the future of the public broadcasting
system and explore the reforms needed to make sure it is modern,
sustainable and successful.

The PSB Advisory Panel will advise ministers on whether public service
broadcasting remains relevant and what a modern PSB system should contribute
to economic, cultural and democratic life across the UK. It will explore if
current funding and governance models are fit for purpose.

The panel will also support the government in considering the issues raised
and recommendations resulting from Ofcom’s ongoing PSB Review.

Panellists will be expected to look at the impact of technology on audience
habits and expectations as well as the financial sustainability of
broadcasters and the overall structure of the TV market. This will include
things such as video streaming.

Lord Grade said:

Our public service broadcasting remit has served the nation well
for over 80 years but the time has come to review its relevance for
the digital age and maybe redefine it.

The UK’s public service broadcasters are the BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel
5, alongside STV in Scotland and S4C in Wales.

The panel will not consider or advise on the TV licence fee settlement
process, which the government expects to conclude by the autumn of 2021. The
new licence fee settlement will take effect from 01 April 2022.

Reflecting the government’s priorities, the Culture Secretary has written to
the BBC asking it to set out how it will maximise its commercial revenues and
continue to deliver savings. He has also asked the BBC to include details of
any further plans to support those in vulnerable groups, including the
elderly.

ENDS

Notes to editors

PSB Advisory Panel

The advisory panel will be chaired by the Secretary of State for Digital,
Culture, Media and Sport and the Minister of State for Media and Data. The
panel is expected to meet around six times over the course of a year.
Panellists will not be paid for their work but any relevant expenses will be
covered by DCMS. Read the terms of reference.

Panellists are appointed on the basis of their personal experience not as
representatives of their respective current or former organisations. The full
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membership of the panel is:

Baroness Bertin – Senior Advisor at BT and former Press Secretary to
David Cameron;
Miranda Curtis CMG – Non-Executive Director of Liberty Global;
Sir Robbie Gibb – British broadcast journalist, former Head of BBC
Westminster and Director of Communications at No.10;
Lord Grade of Yarmouth CBE – Former Chief Executive of Channel 4,
Chairman of the BBC Board of Governors, and Executive Chairman of ITV
plc;
Andrew Griffith MP – Member of Parliament for Arundel and South Downs,
former Chief Operating Officer & CFO of Sky Group plc and Chairman of
the Royal Television Society 2017 Cambridge Convention;
John Hardie – Former CEO and Editor-in-Chief at ITN;
Nicola Mendelsohn CBE – Vice President for Europe, Middle East, and
Africa at Facebook;
Dr Samir Shah CBE – Chief Executive of Juniper Productions, Chair of the
Museum of the Home and former Deputy Chair, V&A;
Sophie Turner Laing OBE – Former CEO of Endemol Shine Group;
Jane Turton – Chief Executive of All3Media.

The UK’s system of public service broadcasting (PSB) is the result of a
series of regulatory interventions designed to make sure UK audiences can
enjoy a wide range of high-quality programmes which meets people’s needs and
interests. There is no single piece of legislation covering public service
broadcasting, but the Communications Act 2003 provides many of the key
building blocks. For example, it designates certain broadcasters as ‘public
service broadcasters’.

Licence Fee Settlement Negotiations

This is the first settlement negotiation under the new governance and
regulatory structure introduced in the last BBC Charter agreed in 2016.
It is also the first under which Welsh-language broadcaster S4C is fully
funded from the Licence Fee.
We expect negotiations to have concluded by autumn 2021 to allow time
for the necessary changes to be laid before parliament and be
incorporated into the BBC’s budget for 2022/3.
The Secretary of State has written to the BBC and S4C setting out the
key factors they should consider when submitting their requests for the
next settlement period, as is required by the Charter.
The government is committed to transparency and consultation over the
process and timetable of negotiations with the BBC on the licence fee
settlement. Any formal letters on the matter between the government and
the BBC or S4C will be published on the government’s website.
In addition, there will be a formal meeting between the Culture
Secretary and the BBC following his initial determination, and he will
lay his final determination before Parliament to allow time for debate
before the settlement takes effect.
The last funding settlement took place in 2015. During those
negotiations the government agreed with the BBC that responsibility for
the over 75s concession would become the responsibility of the BBC by
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June 2020. The government and the BBC agreed this is a fair deal for the
BBC – in return, we closed the iPlayer loophole, committed to increase
the licence fee in line with inflation until 2022, and reduced a number
of other BBC spending commitments.
The overall licence fee model is guaranteed until the end of the BBC
Charter period in 2027, but its reform from this point is something the
government has promised to look at.
The government has recently begun the process to appoint the next Chair
of the BBC Board, with applications set to close on November 11th. This
will be a hugely significant job in a changing media landscape and the
Governance Code, including the public appointments principles, will be
followed in making this appointment.
The government continues to actively consider the responses to the
public consultation on whether the criminal sanction remains appropriate
for TV licence fee evasion given ongoing concerns about whether it is
unfair and disproportionate. We will publish a response in due course.

Government gives £60 million seal-of-
approval for North Devon Link Road

Department for Transport (DfT) announces £60 million funding for the
A361, a key road linking Devon with the rest of the UK
modernisation and upgrade works set to start this month will cut
congestion while providing a boost to the local economy
scheme is part of wider government plans to level-up transport
infrastructure across the country as we build back better from COVID-19

Drivers, businesses and residents in North Devon will soon benefit from a
multi-million-pound road upgrade set to get underway this month – thanks to
£60 million of investment announced today (10 November 2020) by Transport
Secretary Grant Shapps.

The funding will kick-start major works on the A361, also known as the North
Devon Link Road:

slashing journey times
boosting connectivity
unlocking housing across the region

The major project, being led by Devon County Council, will boost the local
economy by supporting plans for 6,700 new homes in the region, making it
easier for people to access job opportunities, and for businesses to get
around.

Upgrades will not only benefit regional travel, they’re also expected to
increase cross-country connectivity by improving people’s ability to travel
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into and out of the Southwest.

Works will focus on a 4.8 mile stretch between South Molton and Barnstaple.
The route will be modernised with a wider carriageway, which will greatly
improve overtaking opportunities, safety and resilience. The road’s capacity
and 8 key junctions will be upgraded – and, to boost active travel,
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists will be introduced along the route.

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said:

I’m delighted to announce this funding to upgrade a vital gateway
between Devon and the rest of the country. These works will boost
connections, cut congestion for drivers and improve people’s
quality of life.

It’s a clear indication of our commitment to levelling up and
investing in transport infrastructure. Through these works, we’ll
improve people’s ability to travel across the Southwest while
providing 1000s with greater access to new homes and new jobs.

Councillor Andrea Davis, Devon County Council Cabinet Member for
Infrastructure, Development and Waste, said:

This announcement is fantastic news for local residents and for
Devon’s economy. The upgrade of this road is the biggest transport
investment in north Devon for a generation. It will help unlock the
true potential of the local economy in northern Devon, and with the
ongoing impact of the coronavirus pandemic, that’s vital at this
time.

We’ve been working tirelessly on this project for a number of years
so it’s great to see that effort rewarded with this government
funding. We’ll now be looking to get work started as soon as we
can.

The route provides the most direct link between North and South Devon and is
a key route linking the Southwest to the rest of the UK. It also acts as a
crucial link between the key economic centres of Bideford and Barnstaple.
DfT’s investment of £60 million makes up the majority of the total costs of
the scheme which is £67.6 million.

Improvements to the A361 are the latest boost to transport in Devon,
following the opening of the first phase of a new £80 million sea wall at
Dawlish by Rail Minister Chris Heaton Harris in September. This investment
will provide a resilient railway for generations to come, and forms part of
the government’s commitment to deliver reliable, punctual journeys across
Devon and Cornwall, helping the Southwest build back better and supporting
the local economy and tourism.


