
Lord Walney announced as independent
adviser on political violence and
disruption

News story

Lord Walney will take on a new unpaid role as independent adviser on
political violence and disruption.

The coronavirus pandemic has coincided with an increase in activity and
prominence amongst far-right, far-left and other political groups.

Lord Walney will examine the points at which the activities of such groups
can cross into criminality and disruption to people’s lives, and draw lessons
for the UK from the action taken by international partners.

The independent review of Prevent will continue to provide the required
scrutiny of the UK’s approach to countering violent extremism through
supporting those vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism and will provide
vital recommendations for how it may be improved.

Independent adviser on political violence and disruption, Lord Walney, said:

I am really pleased to be asked to advise the government on how
groups from across the political spectrum are seeking to exploit
the fear and uncertainty of this period in the UK and elsewhere.

As populations across the world adapt to restrictions and seek to
return to normality, the UK government rightly wants to understand
and guard against those who may seek to use this period of
disruption to twist legitimate protest and debate into criminality
and illegitimate disruption to people’s lives.

Following the conclusion of Lord Walney’s review, his findings and
recommendations will be presented to the Prime Minister and to the Home
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Secretary for publication subject to their approval.

Published 23 November 2020

Basildon man guilty of waste crime

Press release

Chance police check in Chiswick.

Failure to produce a waste carrier’s licence landed man in court

A court has fined a man without the authority to carry waste.

Ealing magistrates heard how police stopped Michael Stokes in Chiswick in
2018 on suspicion of a defective tyre when he was seen driving a Ford
Transit. The van was filled with domestic and garden waste as well as metal.

The driver was identified as being Stokes, then of Shenstone Gardens, Romford
– despite giving police an address that couldn’t be verified from the
electoral roll.

When questioned, Stokes told police he was a registered waste carrier, but
didn’t have the licence on him. He also said he was en route to a dump to
drop off the waste. However, he was unable to give the name of the company
employing him. In fact, he had no documents on him to confirm his occupation.

Stokes, now 44, was then later reported for operating without a waste
carrier’s licence that resulted in his vehicle being seized by the
Metropolitan Police.

Daniel Kettridge, an enforcement team leader for the Environment Agency,
said:
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People and companies who transport waste within Great Britain in
the course of business, or with a view to profit, are required to
have a waste carrier’s licence. This is to help ensure that waste
is disposed of properly.

This case demonstrates how seriously we take waste crime. Our
officers take robust enforcement action against those who
deliberately ignore the law, to protect communities and the
environment.

Stokes, now of Clayburn Circle, Basildon, appeared before Ealing magistrates’
court on Friday 20 November for breaking environmental law. He was fined
£720, and ordered to pay costs of £3,709.23 and a victim surcharge of £72.
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Government welcomes the MHRA review
into Pfizer and BioNTech vaccine

The UK has ordered 40 million vaccine doses from Pfizer/BioNTech –
enough for up to a third of the population
Initial data shows the vaccine is 94% effective in protecting people
over 65 years old from coronavirus and clinical trials have not reported
any serious safety concerns

The government today (Monday 23 November) welcomes the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency’s (MHRA) review of data from
Pfizer/BioNTech to determine whether its vaccine meets robust standards of
quality, safety, and effectiveness.

The companies have reported data that indicates their vaccine is 94%
effective in protecting people over 65 years old from COVID-19, with trials
suggesting it works equally well in people of all ages, races and
ethnicities.

As the first country to pre-order the vaccine from Pfizer/BioNTech, the UK is
expected to receive a total of 40 million doses by the end of 2021, enough to
vaccinate up to a third of the population, with the majority of doses
anticipated in the first half of next year.

The COVID-19 vaccine will only be authorised for supply by the UK’s
independent regulator the MHRA if it meets strict standards of quality,
safety, and effectiveness, and if they are satisfied the vaccine can be
consistently manufactured.
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Today marks the next step forward for the vaccine following the MHRA’s
confirmation that it has received the necessary data to progress their review
into whether the vaccine meets the required standards.

Despite encouraging data about this vaccine, people must continue to follow
public health advice to keep themselves and their loved ones safe; regularly
washing their hands, wearing a face mask and making space.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

The whole country will be cheered by the news that Pfizer/BioNTech
have formally reported the data from their clinical trials for
their vaccine to the regulator. This is another important step on
the road to recovery. We must now allow the MHRA’s renowned teams
of scientists and clinicians to make an independent assessment of
whether it meets their robust standards of quality, safety, and
effectiveness.

If approval is granted, the NHS will be ready to deliver. The NHS
has vast experience in delivering widespread vaccination programmes
and an enormous amount of work has taken place to ensure we have
the logistical expertise, transport and workforce to roll out a
vaccine according to clinical priority, at the speed at which it
can be manufactured.

Business Secretary Alok Sharma said:

Today, we have renewed hope that we are on the brink of one of the
most significant scientific discoveries of our time, as we reach
the crucial last stage to finding a COVID-19 vaccine.

While this news is a cause for celebration, we must make sure that
this vaccine, like all new medicines, meets standards of quality,
safety, and effectiveness. I urge the public to be patient while we
wait for regulators to do a thorough assessment.

Finding a vaccine is not going to end the pandemic overnight, but
we are hopeful of being one step closer to defeating this terrible
virus.

Final deployment plans will depend on decisions by regulators but
preparations have been underway for months and are in place to ensure that:

the NHS will be ready to begin vaccinating as soon as the first vaccine
is approved and delivered to the UK
GPs have already been signed up to take part in the programme when an
appropriate vaccine is ready
dozens of hospitals across the country will lead co-ordination on behalf
of neighbouring hospitals, community trusts and local health groups in



vaccinating staff and other priority groups
there will also be vaccinations sites across the country

The government has purchased 7 different types of vaccine in advance and
procured 355 million doses. This includes 100 million doses of the vaccine
being developed by AstraZeneca and the University of Oxford.

The UK government is working closely with the devolved administrations to
ensure an aligned approach to COVID-19 vaccine deployment across the UK.

Chair of Vaccines Taskforce, Kate Bingham, said:

We are moving ever closer to having the means with which to help
end this pandemic but we must wait for the outcome of the MHRA
assessment before we will truly know if we have our first approved
vaccine.

Irrespective of the outcome, which we all hope will be positive,
this is a tremendous day for science. It is testament to the
Herculean efforts of the scientific and biopharmaceutical community
and it makes me immensely proud.

Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine doses, manufacturing and storage

Pfizer has said that based on current projections it expects to produce
globally up to 50 million vaccine doses in 2020. The UK is currently in
discussion with Pfizer/BioNTech on how many doses could be provided to the UK
by the end of the year.

The vaccine will be manufactured in BioNTech’s German sites, as well as
Pfizer’s manufacturing site in Belgium. The government is working closely
with partners across the health system to put in place robust measures for
the end of the transition period to ensure that a COVID-19 vaccine can be
delivered across the country wherever it is needed. This includes putting in
place robust contingency measures to ensure that vaccine freight will
continue unimpeded.

All vaccine candidates for supply and onward deployment have clear supply
chain plans, including materials, manufacturing, transport, storage and
distribution. The government, through its Vaccines Taskforce, has conducted a
supply chain risk assessment and is working with the vaccine suppliers to
understand the optimal logistics and timings to deliver vaccines. Capacity
has already been reserved by the suppliers where their programmes are mature
and detailed plans are in place for all early candidates.

The government is confident that the cold supply chain needed to distribute
the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine will not cause any problems and will make no
difference to the speed at which the UK will receive its doses.

Pfizer has years of proven experience in cold supply chain management and
delivering temperature-controlled vaccines to locations across the world.



Pfizer has developed packaging and storage innovations for the vaccine and
has specifically designed, temperature controlled thermal shippers that use
dry ice to maintain recommended temperature conditions (-70°C ±10°C). They
can be used as temporary storage units for 15 days by refilling with dry ice.
The thermal shippers also have GPS-enabled thermal sensors in every thermal
shipper that will enable their location and temperature to be tracked across
their pre-set routes.

When the vaccine is stored in a fridge, it has an effective life of up to 5
days at temperatures of 2 to 8 degrees, which allows it to be easily stored
at distribution centres across the country.

MHRA

The MHRA is the UK’s independent regulator, globally recognised for requiring
the highest standards for quality, safety and effectiveness.

Until the end of December, and as part of the transition period, vaccines
must be authorised via the European Medicines Agency and that authorisation
will automatically be valid in the UK.

However, if a suitable COVID-19 vaccine candidate, with strong supporting
evidence of safety, quality and effectiveness from clinical trials becomes
available before the end of the transition period, EU legislation which we
have implemented via Regulation 174 of the Human Medicines Regulations allows
the MHRA to temporarily authorise the supply of a medicine or vaccine, based
on public health need.

After the transition period ends in January 2021, the MHRA will have new
powers to approve medicines, including vaccines, and will have greater
flexibility to do this in a shorter time, while maintaining the highest
standards of safety, quality and effectiveness.

Vaccine prioritisation and deployment

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) are the
independent experts who advise the government on which vaccines the UK should
use and provide advice on who should be offered the vaccination first. The
committee’s interim advice is that a COVID-19 vaccine should first be given
to care home residents and staff, followed by people over 80 and health and
social workers, then to the rest of the population in order of age and risk.

There are currently no plans for a COVID-19 vaccine to be compulsory.

Vaccination will be managed by the health services in each nation: NHS
England and NHS Improvement, NHS Wales, NHS Scotland, and Health and Social
Care Northern Ireland.

UK vaccine procurement

Through the government’s Vaccines Taskforce, the UK has secured early access
to over 355 million doses of 7 of the most promising vaccine candidates,



including:

BioNTech/Pfizer for 40 million doses1.
Oxford/AstraZeneca for 100 million doses2.
Moderna for 5 million doses3.
GlaxoSmithKline and Sanofi Pasteur for 60 million doses4.
Novavax for 60 million doses5.
Janssen for 30 million doses6.
Valneva for 60 million doses7.

UK accounting and audit framework from
1 January 2021

The UK has left the EU, and the transition period after Brexit comes to an
end this year.

This page tells you what you’ll need to do from 1 January 2021. It will be
updated if anything changes.

Check what else you need to do during the transition period.

Cutting back on noise and dust at
roadworks thanks to innovation

Currently large excavators are used to remove the waterproof layer on road
surfaces – effectively a ‘steel bucket with teeth’ digging into the surface.

But the new Deck Scraper vehicle uses a blade to shave the membrane off more
quietly and without taking out chunks of the road surface.

Highways England teamed up with industry leaders to create the machine that
was purpose-designed and built to offer a safer, more environmentally-sound
and efficient process.

It was developed by partners Kier, CLM construction and US-based National
Flooring Equipment with the first prototype unveiled to industry
representatives earlier this month.

Highways England Innovations Lead for the Midlands, Lisa Maric, said:
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Current methods to remove the waterproof layer are quite antiquated
with environmental issues and some risk to the workforce. We wanted
to develop a unique machine that would be more efficient
and improve the safety of road workers while easing the impact on
the environment and communities. 

Instead of essentially using a steel bucket with teeth to remove
the membrane, we can use a blade to simply peel it off – quietly,
effectively and without damaging the road which will also save time
and money. 

It is anticipated that thanks to the Deck Scraper, this method will
now set the benchmark expected for membrane removal throughout the
country.

Waterproof membranes are routinely used on structures such as bridges and
underpasses to help protect the structure from corrosive damage caused by
winter gritting operations.

It has to be removed to undertake concrete repairs, re-waterproofing and
resurfacing and this is traditionally done with an excavator.

View video showing the removal of water membrane with excavators.

As well as the environmental impact of current methods such as dust and
noise, there is a greater risk to the workforce using heavy plant often in a
small area.

The Deck Scraper is a lot smaller than excavators and diggers and does not
need an arm or a bucket. It also gives the operator 360-degree visibility.

Kier Highways Senior Project Manager Mark Sheppard said:

This was an interesting opportunity to develop a prototype
specifically designed to make the task of waterproof membrane
removal techniques more efficient, cost effective and better for
the environment. 

By working with our design partners CLM and specialist manufacturer
National Flooring Equipment, the project has culminated in the
production of a method far removed from the existing techniques
which are quite brutal and can often introduce additional damage to
bridge decks as well as being extremely noisy and dusty. 

And we have been able to do that without compromising quality,
output or negatively impacting on road users.

View video of new deck scraper in action.

Following two years of development and having undergone testing in the US,
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final trials were carried out at the Kier depot in Telford and the machine
can now be taken to the market by National Flooring Equipment.

Highways England contributed to the cost of developing the Deck Scraper
through its Designated Funds programme. Highways England had a £150
million ring-fenced fund allocated to support innovation as support of the
Road Investment Strategy for 2015-2020. 

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.


