
Nick Herbert appointed Chair of
College of Policing

News story

Home Secretary appoints Nick Herbert (Lord Herbert of South Downs) as Chair
of College of Policing to succeed outgoing interim Chair, Christine Elliott.

The Home Secretary has today (Thursday 14 January) announced the appointment
of Nick Herbert (Lord Herbert of South Downs) as the new Chair of the College
of Policing, following a robust open competition in line with the Governance
Code on Public Appointments.

Lord Herbert has highly relevant experience, having served as Minister of
State for Policing and Criminal Justice across both the Home Office and
Ministry of Justice. In his position he introduced Police and Crime
Commissioners and the College of Policing. He was previously Shadow Minister
for Police Reform, Shadow Secretary of State for Justice and a member of the
Home Affairs Select Committee.

He was MP for Arundel & Downs from 2005 to 2019, and in September 2020 he was
created Lord Herbert of South Downs, taking the Conservative Whip in the
House of Lords.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

I welcome Nick as the new Chair of the College of Policing – he
will bring with him a wealth of experience and knowledge of
policing and the criminal justice system.

The College of Policing plays a vital role in delivering the
training that makes our police force the best in the world, and is
playing a crucial role in the recruitment of 20,000 additional
police officers.

I would like to extend my thanks to Christine for her part in
leading the College through the challenging demands on policing in
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2020.

Lord Herbert said:

I am delighted to have been appointed to chair the College and very
much look forward to working with the police service again.

I drove the formation of the College nearly a decade ago because l
believe it has a vital role to play in promoting leadership,
setting standards and supporting the drive to reduce crime.

I think it’s timely to begin with a fundamental review of the
College, its effectiveness and place in the policing landscape. I
want to ensure that the College fulfils its mission and is highly
valued by every section of policing, from officers on the frontline
to Chief Constables and Police and Crime Commissioners.

This is a demanding time for policing but also an exciting one as
we recruit 20,000 new officers. With new forms of crime and the
advance of technology, it has never been more important to ensure
that we have a well led, highly trained and skilled service.

A priority will be to recruit a new Chief Executive, and I would
like to thank Mike Cunningham for everything he has done to build
the College and lead it through the challenging period of Covid.

Lord Herbert took up responsibility at the College from 1 January.

Published 14 January 2021

NHS Test and Trace reaches one million
people over new year, as record
numbers test positive

A record one million people were reached by NHS Test and Trace contact
tracers during the reporting week
A record 683,124 contacts of people who tested positive were reached by
NHS Test and Trace during the reporting week
The Test and Trace Support Payment Scheme is extended until 31 March
The number of mobile testing units will double to 500, with new and
improved vehicles able to store twice the number of tests
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More than one million people were contacted and told to self-isolate during
the first week of 2021 – people who might otherwise have gone on to infect
others. This means that 92.7% of contacts, and 86.6% of those who tested
positive, were reached over the new year week. This is an increase of 48%
(331,758 more) compared with the previous week.

As many more people are being reached and told to self-isolate, the
government is extending the Test and Trace Support Payment Scheme until the
end of March 2021. The scheme provides £500 payments to people who are told
to self-isolate but are on a low income, cannot work from home and risk
losing earnings, making it easier for people to adhere to self-isolation
requirements.

People can also have confidence that if they have symptoms and need a test,
they can get one. NHS Test and Trace’s vastly expanded test site network now
has more than 800 test sites in operation, including 432 local test sites.
The median distance travelled for a test is just 2.4 miles, compared with 5.1
miles as recently as September.

To add to this, a fleet of 500 new and improved mobile testing units (MTUs)
will be hitting the streets this week. MTUs were first introduced in April
2020 and they have carried out over 4.3 million tests to date. Over the past
9 months, MTUs have been the first at the scene at a significant number of
outbreaks and critical moments, including testing hauliers in Dover and
supporting the mass testing pilot in Liverpool.

The new vehicles offer twice the daily testing capacity of the original
model, with the ability to store 1,000 test kits compared with the original’s
capacity of 500. This, combined with the doubling of the fleet’s numbers
overall from around 250 to 500, will significantly increase the testing
capacity offered by the UK’s mobile testing capability.

Alongside the existing symptomatic testing service, NHS Test and Trace has
stood up a significant programme to pilot new testing technologies to
proactively test individuals without symptoms and to improve the service’s
detection of positive cases.

This follows last week’s announcement that the community testing offer is
being expanded across all local authorities in England to test people without
symptoms.

Health Minister Lord Bethell said:

NHS Test and Trace is delivering an essential and impressive
service. It is truly extraordinary that a service that was only
established last spring could now have contacted more than one
million people in a single week, telling them to self-isolate and
protect those around them. Although the rates of infection are
continuing to rise, there can be no doubt that the rates would have
increased by much more if NHS Test and Trace had not tested the 2.6
million people it provided tests to, or contacted such a large
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proportion of those who tested positive. I want to pay thanks to
the efforts and dedication of everybody involved.

While our testing capacity continues to grow as part of the
government’s winter plan, NHS Test and Trace is also deploying
hundreds of thousands of rapid tests to identify asymptomatic
cases. Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 don’t display symptoms,
meaning you can infect others unknowingly. It is therefore crucial
that we continue to follow public health guidance, and all play our
part by following the rules and reducing our social contact to slow
the spread of the virus.

Interim Executive Chair of the National Institute for Health Protection
Baroness Dido Harding said:

As cases rise across the country, so the demands on NHS Test and
Trace increase. It gives me great pride to see our teams rising to
meet that challenge. We are making tests available to anyone who
needs one, and reaching a large proportion of those that test
positive and their contacts – more than a million this reporting
week. Everyone working in NHS Test and Trace and using the service
can feel confident that what they are doing is contributing to
saving lives and protecting the NHS.

We’re not stopping there. We are continually seeking to make the
system quicker and easier to use. A fleet of 500 new and improved
mobile testing units will be deployed to areas of greatest need,
adding to our already extensive network of test sites, while
testing capacity in our labs continues to increase, with capacity
now at more than 790,000 tests per day.

In total during the week of 31 December to 6 January, 1,019,253 people who
had either tested positive or were a recent close contact of someone who had
tested positive were reached and told to self-isolate.

Over the past months, the government has put in place the largest network of
diagnostic testing facilities created in British history. More than 58
million tests have been conducted in the UK so far and more than 6 million
cases and contacts have been reached and told to self-isolate by contact
tracers.

NHS Test and Trace now has the capacity to carry out more than 790,000 tests
per day, compared with 2,000 just 9 months ago.

Launched on 28 September 2020, the Test and Trace Support Payment Scheme is
administered by lower-tier and unitary authorities in England, with an
initial £50 million of government funding for local authorities to cover the
cost of administering the scheme.

To ensure people continue to have access to the support they need to stay at



home, and reduce the transmission of COVID-19, the government is now
providing an additional £20 million to local authorities to cover the cost of
the scheme. This includes an additional £10 million to enable local
authorities to continue making discretionary payments to people who fall
outside the scope of the main scheme, but who will still face hardship if
required to self-isolate.

Testing
As of 6 January, more than 58 million tests have been processed in the UK in
total since testing began, more than any other comparable European country.

For this reporting period, turnaround times for test results have remained
consistent with the previous week, with 62.9% of in-person test results
returned the next day after the test was taken, compared with 63.0% the week
before. 94.7% of pillar 1 test results were made available within 24 hours.
This has remained broadly consistent since NHS Test and Trace began.

The NHS Test and Trace laboratory network processed samples as normal with
the same level of capacity, including on bank holidays, to ensure continuity
of service.

Tracing
Tracing performance has remained high with 86.6% of cases and 92.7% of
contacts reached last week. The proportion of contacts reached within 24
hours as a proportion of those reached is 97.3%.

388,257 positive cases were transferred to contact tracers between 31
December and 6 January, 86.6% of whom were reached and told to self-isolate,
compared with 85.8% the previous week.

Between 31 December and 6 January, a record 736,939 people were identified as
recent close contacts, with 95.9% of those with communication details
provided reached and told to self-isolate. Since Test and Trace launched,
87.5% of close contacts for whom communication details were provided have
been reached.

Background information
The weekly statistics from the 32nd week of NHS Test and Trace show in the
most recent week of operations (31 December to 6 January):

the proportion of contacts reached by tracing service remains consistent
at 92.7%
86.6% of people who tested positive and were transferred to the contact-
tracing system were reached and asked to provide information about their
contacts, compared with 85.8% the previous week
95.9% of contacts where communication details were given were reached
and told to self-isolate, compared with 96.0% the previous week
62.9% of in-person test results were received the next day after the
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test was taken, compared with 63.0% of tests the previous week (England
only)
94.7% of pillar 1 test results were made available within 24 hours,
compared with 93.6% the previous week
31.5% of in-person test results were received within 24 hours after the
test was taken, compared with 33.0% the previous week
86.8% of satellite tests were received within 3 days, compared with
79.9% the previous week

Guidance published to support business
following deal with European Union

Following agreement of a trade deal with the EU, the Office for Product
Safety and Standards (OPSS) is helping ensure business understand what is
expected of them, including on issues such as the use of the UKCA marking.

It has produced a range of guidance and advice, all of which is available on
GOV.UK.

This now includes a ‘What’s Changed?’ summary guide to key changes regarding
the specific product safety and metrology legislation amended by The Product
Safety and Metrology etc. (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019.

This guidance provides a clear indication of what rules and regulations you
will be required to comply with now that the Transition Period has come to an
end.

To be notified when new material is published on the OPSS pages of GOV.UK,
you can sign up for OPSS email alerts. Half way down, under ‘Latest from
OPSS’, there is a ‘get email alerts’ button.

The process for placing goods on the UK market changed on 1 January 2021.

Northern Ireland will continue to align with all relevant EU rules relating
to the placing on the market of manufactured goods.

Find out about the product safety regulatory framework in Great Britain and
Northern Ireland from 1 January 2021

Find out about the metrology regulatory framework in Great Britain and
Northern Ireland from 1 January 2021

General guidance is also available on placing goods on the UK and GB markets,
conformity assessment marking, and trade between NI and GB markets.

Find out about placing manufactured goods on the market in Great Britain from
1 January 2021.
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Find out about placing manufactured goods on the market in Northern Ireland
from 1 January 2021.

You can see a Summary Explainer of the Agreement with the EU, on GOV.UK.

Home building stats show sector is
bouncing back

Press release

Support for all of those involved in the housing market and construction
industry has led to an increase in the number of completed homes.

Stats released today show the number of new homes developers have
started building have more than doubled compared to the previous quarter
Number of completed homes almost tripled compared to previous quarter
Decisive government action to support the housing and construction
industries to reopen safely leads to housing industry bouncing back

Support for all of those involved in the housing market, from renters and
buyers to builders, and measures to help the construction industry to work
safely during the pandemic, has led to an increase in the number of completed
homes, new housebuilding figures published today (14 January 2021) show.

The official statistics show 35,710 homes were started in July to September
2020 – a 111% increase when compared to the previous quarter – while, 45,000
homes were completed in the same period, representing a 185% increase on the
previous quarter.

Today’s figures reflect the housing and construction industry’s resilience
and measures they have taken to keep building sites open, in line with public
health advice.

Housing Secretary Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP said:
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Today’s figures show that the number of new homes developers have
started building have more than doubled compared to the previous
quarter and the number of completed homes has almost tripled. This
reflects the government’s commitment throughout the pandemic to
support industry to enable construction sites to remain open and
operate safely.

We extended planning permission deadlines and flexible working
hours on sites so that builders, architects and developers have
been able to continue working, while following public health
advice. In turn this has protected millions of jobs, from builders,
through to estate agents and carpenters.

The housing industry is key to our economic recovery, which is why
we’re investing £12 billion in affordable housing, providing £400
million to build more homes on brownfield land, and investing £7.1
billion for a new National Home Building Fund over the next 4
years, unlocking up to 860,000 homes.

The statistics out today show 35,710 dwellings were started in July to
September 2020. This is a 111% increase when compared to previous quarter.

45,000 dwellings were completed in July to September 2020. This is a 185%
increase when compared to previous quarter.

Recent government support for home building includes:

Setting out an overhaul of the country’s outdated planning system to
deliver the high-quality, sustainable homes communities need. The
proposed changes will be a boost to SME builders who will be key players
in getting the country building on the scale needed to drive our
economic recovery, while leading housebuilding that is beautiful and
builds on local heritage and character. Recent studies show smaller
firms feel the complexities of the planning process and its associated
risks, delays and costs are the key challenges they face in
homebuilding.
We have set out an ambitious package of measures to ensure we build the
right homes in the right places and level up opportunities across the
country. This includes nearly £20 billion of investment in new housing
as confirmed in the Spending Review, including over £12 billion of
investment in affordable housing and our £7.1 billion National Home
Building Fund.
Our £400 million Brownfield Fund for 7 Mayoral Combined Authorities will
deliver much-needed new homes on brownfield land – unlocking 26,000
high-quality homes.
We have introduced a range of measures, such as allowing builders to
seek more flexible construction site working hours with their local
councils and extending certain planning permissions that would otherwise
lapse, in order to keep the sector moving.
We are also taking measures to support home buyers – for example we
temporarily cut Stamp Duty Land Tax until the end of the financial year.
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Environment Secretary’s letter to the
food and drink industry

To those who continue to feed the nation,

In light of the ongoing challenges we face as a country with Covid-19, I want
to pay tribute, once again, to all of you working within our food and drink
supply chains as you continue to feed the nation under such difficult
circumstances. The country is grateful for all that you have done and
continue to do.

I know it has been a difficult 12 months, and many of you will have had a
tough Christmas period, unable to see your family and friends. Some of you
tragically may also have lost loved ones or colleagues. For this reason, and
at a critical time for our country, it is more important than ever that we
all continue to play our part to ensure those working in roles throughout the
entire food and drink supply chain, from farm to fork, feel safe.

Whilst the vast majority of the public are protecting our NHS and other key
workers by following the guidance on social distancing and face coverings,
there are some who are not following the rules in the way that they should
be, despite the risk posed by this virus. This is entirely unacceptable and I
understand the concerns you will have about this. When you go into the
workplace, you have the right to feel safe and I am committed to making sure
that you do. Everyone has a role to play to help limit the spread of the
virus and protect one another and the Government will continue to make this
clear to the public.

Food businesses have gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure workplaces are
as Covid secure and as safe as possible, from managing capacity in shops, to
encouraging customers to comply with regulations and guidance to keep us all
safe. In the last few days, supermarkets have stepped up again, building on
previous work, to further tighten their measures.

I am enormously proud of the work that you have done, and I want to thank
each and every one of you. You have been, and continue to be, the hidden
heroes of this pandemic.

George Eustice
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