
Security boss fined for ignoring
industry regulator

Press release

A security company director has been fined for failing to provide information
to the Security Industry Authority (SIA).

Kevan Warren, of Liverpool, was sentenced at Liverpool and Knowsley
Magistrates’ Court on 11 February 2021. District Judge Shaw imposed a fine of
£230.00 plus a victim surcharge of £32.00. Warren, who is the director of
SecureSec Security Solutions Ltd, must also pay costs of £500.00.

Warren, who is also known as both Kevin and Keven Warren, changed his plea
from not guilty to guilty at the hearing, at which he represented himself.
The Security Industry Authority brought the prosecution after Warren stopped
engaging with requests for information under Section 19 of the Private
Security Industry Act 2001. Requests made under the Act place the recipient
under a legal obligation to respond; not to do so is a criminal offence.

The SIA originally wrote to Warren on 18 March 2020 with a request for
information relating to the contracts undertaken by SecureSec between October
2019 and March 2020. Warren replied the following day, and again three days
later, showing that he had received and understood the SIA’s request.
However, he failed to provide the information and the SIA has had no response
from him since 22 March 2020.

Pete Easterbrook, of the SIA’s Criminal Investigation Team, said:

It’s very important that those within the industry understand that
requests for information from us cannot be ignored. Working within
a regulated sector carries certain responsibilities, one of which
is engaging with the regulator when we ask you to do so. If you
work in the private security industry and ignore a request from us,
you could find yourself in court. A conviction will almost
certainly mean the end of your career in the industry. If we get in
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touch, please engage with us for your own sake. Ignoring the
regulator is not worth the damage to reputation and livelihood that
might follow.

Notes to editors:

by law, security operatives working under contract must hold and display1.
a valid SIA licence read about SIA enforcement and penalties

the offence relating to the Private Security Industry Act (2001) that is2.
mentioned in the above news release is:

Further information:

The Security Industry Authority is the organisation responsible for
regulating the private security industry in the United Kingdom,
reporting to the Home Secretary under the terms of the Private Security
Industry Act 2001. Our main duties are: the compulsory licensing of
individuals undertaking designated activities; and managing the
voluntary Approved Contractor Scheme.
For further information about the Security Industry Authority visit
www.gov.uk/sia. The SIA is also on Facebook (Security Industry
Authority) and Twitter (SIAuk).
Media enquiries only please contact: 0300 123 9869,
media.enquiries@sia.gov.uk
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G7 Leaders’ Statement: 19 February
2021

We, the leaders of the Group of Seven, met today and resolved to work
together to beat COVID-19 and build back better. Drawing on our strengths and
values as democratic, open economies and societies, we will work together and
with others to make 2021 a turning point for multilateralism and to shape a
recovery that promotes the health and prosperity of our people and planet.

We will intensify cooperation on the health response to COVID-19. The
dedication of essential workers everywhere represents the best of humanity,
while the rapid discovery of vaccines shows the power of human ingenuity.
Working with, and together to strengthen, the World Health Organisation
(WHO), and supporting its leading and coordinating role, we will: accelerate
global vaccine development and deployment; work with industry to increase
manufacturing capacity, including through voluntary licensing; improve
information sharing, such as on sequencing new variants; and, promote
transparent and responsible practices, and vaccine confidence. We reaffirm
our support for all pillars of the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-
A), its COVAX facility, and affordable and equitable access to vaccines,
therapeutics and diagnostics, reflecting the role of extensive immunisation
as a global public good. Today, with increased financial commitments of over
$4 billion USD to ACT-A and COVAX, collective G7 support totals $7.5 billion.
We invite all partners, including the G20 and International Financial
Institutions, to join us in increasing support to ACT-A, including to
increase developing countries’ access to WHO-approved vaccines through the
COVAX facility.

COVID-19 shows that the world needs stronger defences against future risks to
global health security. We will work with the WHO, G20 and others, especially
through the Global Health Summit in Rome, to bolster global health and health
security architecture for pandemic preparedness, including through health
financing and rapid response mechanisms, by strengthening the “One Health”
approach and Universal Health Coverage, and exploring the potential value of
a global health treaty.

We have provided unprecedented support for our economies over the past year
totalling over $6 trillion across the G7. We will continue to support our
economies to protect jobs and support a strong, sustainable, balanced and
inclusive recovery. We reaffirm our support to the most vulnerable countries,
our commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals, and our partnership with
Africa, including to support a resilient recovery. We will work through the
G20 and with the International Financial Institutions to strengthen support
for countries’ responses by exploring all available tools, including through
full and transparent implementation of the Debt Service Suspension Initiative
and the Common Framework.

Recovery from COVID-19 must build back better for all. Looking to UNFCCC
COP26 and CBD COP15, we will put our global ambitions on climate change and
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the reversal of biodiversity loss at the centre of our plans. We will make
progress on mitigation, adaptation and finance in accordance with the Paris
Agreement and deliver a green transformation and clean energy transitions
that cut emissions and create good jobs on a path to net zero no later than
2050. We are committed to levelling up our economies so that no geographic
region or person, irrespective of gender or ethnicity, is left behind. We
will: champion open economies and societies; promote global economic
resilience; harness the digital economy with data free flow with trust;
cooperate on a modernised, freer and fairer rules-based multilateral trading
system that reflects our values and delivers balanced growth with a reformed
World Trade Organisation at its centre; and, strive to reach a consensus-
based solution on international taxation by mid-2021 within the framework of
the OECD. With the aim of supporting a fair and mutually beneficial global
economic system for all people, we will engage with others, especially G20
countries including large economies such as China. As Leaders, we will
consult with each other on collective approaches to address non-market
oriented policies and practices, and we will cooperate with others to address
important global issues that impact all countries.

We resolve to agree concrete action on these priorities at the G7 Summit in
the United Kingdom in June, and we support the commitment of Japan to hold
the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 in a safe and secure manner this
summer as a symbol of global unity in overcoming COVID-19.

Wheelabrator Kemsley Generating
Station (K3) and Wheelabrator Kemsley
North (WKN) Waste to Energy Facility
development consent decisions
announced

Press release

Today,  Friday 19 February 2021, the application for the  Wheelabrator
Kemsley Generating Station (K3) has been given development consent by
the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. 
Wheelabrator Kemsley North (WKN) Waste to Energy Facility was not granted
consent.
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The Order grants development consent for this Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project comprising a power upgrade and increase in tonnage
throughput to the existing Kemsley Generating Station (K3) to allow for
generation of up to 75MW.

The Secretary of State has decided, following consideration of the report of
the Examining Authority which conducted the examination of the application,
to accept the Examining Authority’s recommendations to grant development
consent only to Wheelabrator Kemsley K3 Generating Station.

The application was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration
by WTI/ EFW Holdings Ltd on  11 September 2019  and accepted for examination
on 08 October 2019. Following an Examination during which the public,
Statutory Consultees and Interested Parties were given the opportunity to
give evidence to the Examining Authority, a recommendation was made to the
Secretary of State on 19 November 2019. 

This is the 102nd Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project and 61st
energy application to have been examined by The Planning Inspectorate within
the timescales laid down in the Planning Act 2008.

The Planning Inspectorate’s Chief Executive, Sarah Richards said: 

The Planning Inspectorate has examined more than 100 nationally
significant infrastructure projects ensuring local communities had
the opportunity of being involved in the examination of projects
that may affect them. Local people, the local authority and other
interested parties were able to participate in the six-month long
examination. The Examining Authority listened and gave full
consideration to local views and the evidence gathered during the
Examination before making their recommendation.

The decision, the recommendation made by the Examining Authority to the
Secretary of State and the evidence considered by the Examining Authority in
reaching its recommendation is publicly available on the project page of the
national infrastructure planning website. 

Journalists wanting further information should contact the Planning 
Inspectorate Press Office, on 0303 444 5004 or 0303 444 5005 or email: 
Press.office@planninginspectorate.gov.uk    Notes to editors: 
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The Planning Inspectorate, National Infrastructure Programme of Projects
details the proposals which are anticipated to be submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate as applications in the coming months.  

Published 19 February 2021

Homes England set to launch bidding
for strategic partnerships

Strategic partnerships at Homes England
Strategic partnerships are an exciting approach to increase the delivery of
affordable housing. Rather than applying for funding on a scheme-by-scheme
basis, strategic partners enter into a multi-year grant agreement with Homes
England to deliver affordable housing. This allows partners to benefit from
the certainty of grant for the duration of the partnership, as well as access
to Homes England’s wider expertise, insight and influence.

We first launched strategic partnerships in 2018 – since then, we have signed
23 partnerships with 27 housing associations, delivering around £1.8 billion
grant investment and over 40,000 additional affordable homes.

We know there is more appetite, experience and capacity across the sector to
deliver affordable housing. So, for the new affordable homes fund, we’ve
redesigned our strategic partnership model, with an increased focus on the
relationship element, and are opening this offer to a broader range of
partners from across the housing sector.

Strategic partnerships play a pivotal role in Homes England’s mission to use
everything at our disposal to intervene in the market to make homes happen.

We are looking for ambitious, successful organisations that share our aims
and values to become strategic partners, so that together we can do just
that.

Read more about the requirements in the affordable housing funding guide.

Who can be a strategic partner
For 2021, we’re offering our strategic partnerships to a broader range of
organisations than ever before, including not for profit registered
providers, for-profit providers and developers, and local authorities.

We’re utilising our expertise and influence to support our strategic partners
as much as possible, but in return we ask that our partners can demonstrate a
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significant commitment to Homes England’s broader aims, from increasing the
use of Modern Methods of Construction (MMC) to promoting great design.

Read about the different types and requirements of strategic partnerships.

 The benefits of becoming a strategic partner
The certainty and flexibility of grant funding is just one element of a
strategic partnership – it is the collaborative, working relationship with
Homes England that really sets it apart.

Our first cohort of strategic partners told us that working with Homes
England in this way has allowed them to do things that wouldn’t otherwise
have been possible – for example:

unlocking difficult sites for development
attracting finance and investment
accelerating delivery of much needed homes.

Strategic partners will benefit from a broad range of support from across
Homes England. That means providing advice for accessing other funding from
Homes England, brokering relationships across the sector, co-developing
delivery plans and so much more.

Strategic partners will also have access to our technical expertise in
delivery, land, infrastructure and investment to address local capacity and
capability challenges. 

To ensure our strategic partners get as much out of the relationship as
possible, each of our partners will have a dedicated Key Account Manager
(KAM) – a senior colleague from Homes England that will act as a conduit to
the rest of the agency’s resources.

How to become a strategic partner
We expect to launch a competitive bidding round for proposals to access
Affordable Homes grant funding through the strategic partnership route in
March 2021. We anticipate that the window for submitting proposals will be
around 6 weeks, however this may be subject to change.

We will publish the confirmed timescales in due course.

You can read our guidance for updated timescales and to understand more about
how to apply for affordable housing grant funding in a strategic partnership.

If you are not seeking affordable housing grant

If you’re still interested in working with us to deliver new homes at scale,
then there is no need to wait. You can get in touch with us to discuss how we
can work together, and whether a strategic partnership could be right for
you. You can contact your regular Homes England contact, or email us:
enquiries@homesengland.gov.uk
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