
Common Platform goes live in the
south-east

News story

The new, digital system – designed to enable the criminal justice system to
use, manage and share case information much more effectively – is now live in
at criminal courts in Guildford and Staines.

The rollout of the Common Platform digital case management system continues
and from today (1 March 2021) has gone live in the latest early adopter
sites, Guildford Magistrates’ and Crown Courts and Staines Magistrates’
Court.

HMCTS wrote in advance to the firms and chambers of all defence professionals
who work at these courts to encourage registration for accounts, so they are
prepared to join hearings which use Common Platform. Initially, this will be
a small number of cases with case volumes building over time. System
performance will be closely monitored, making sure everything works as
anticipated, before gradually increasing capacity.

Common Platform is custom-built to provide a single, streamlined digital
resource which will benefit the whole criminal justice system. It improves
the way cases are accessed, managed and processed and provides direct, secure
access to key case information, cutting down unnecessary administration.

Kevin Sadler, Acting Chief Executive of HMCTS, said:

This is a great step forward in the rollout of this unique and
innovative system. Each court which goes live with Common Platform
brings us essential knowledge and feedback for us to feed into its
further development. This means we can be absolutely confident this
service will ultimately meet user needs and deliver significant
benefits for us and for all our criminal justice partners.

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to help us accomplish
this goal. It’s a really important achievement. Your dedication and
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diligence are making a real impact in the progress of our reform
ambitions and the future of the administration of justice.

The rollout of the system continues later this month, and the next criminal
courts due go live will be:

North Staffordshire Justice Centre, Cannock Magistrates’ Court, Stoke-
on-Trent Crown Court and Stafford Crown Court
Warrington Magistrates’ Court and Chester Crown Court

An online tutorial video is available to support defence professionals in
registering for their accounts, and the process should take around 10 minutes
to complete.
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Environment Agency swoops to seize
vehicle linked to flytipping

Officers from the Environment Agency’s environmental crime team, along with
Kent police officers, seized a vehicle from a farm near Iwade, Kent, on
Thursday 25 February 2021.

The seized vehicle is an 8-wheeled tipper truck. It is believed the vehicle
was being used to fly tip waste in Rainham, Kent.

Alan Cansdale, Area Environment Manager for Kent at the Environment Agency,
said:

This sends out a strong message that we will use all our powers
possible to stop waste crime which harms the environment, wildlife
and the community, as well as undermining the work of companies
that operate legitimately.

To help avoid your waste ending up at an illegal waste site, we
encourage you to ask for your waste collector’s waste carrier’s
registration number and ask to see their waste transfer note, they
must have these.

The owners of the vehicles now have until 18 March 2021 to claim to
have the vehicles returned to them by the Environment Agency. If no
legitimate claim is made, the vehicles will be sold or crushed.

https://youtu.be/C8QI7yk7zNw
http://www.government-world.com/environment-agency-swoops-to-seize-vehicle-linked-to-flytipping/
http://www.government-world.com/environment-agency-swoops-to-seize-vehicle-linked-to-flytipping/


Further information

Members of the public can report illegal waste activity anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or via the online form.

Check your waste collector’s waste carriers registration or call 03708 506
506.

The Environment Agency can seize and impound a vehicle, trailer or mobile
plant without a warrant if it suspects:

waste is being carried without a valid waste carriers licence
the vehicle has been or is about to be used in an alleged waste crime
offence
the waste duty of care is being or has been breached

When a vehicle is seized, the police and the registered keeper will be
notified in writing. To claim the vehicle they must register their claim
within 15 working days of the date of the notice. We may need to keep the
seized vehicle and any contents for the duration of an investigation or
criminal proceedings. If the vehicle isn’t claimed, or nobody is entitled to
it, we may sell, destroy or dispose of the vehicle and its contents.

Earlier this year the Environment Agency and partners launched the Joint Unit
for Waste Crime, aiming to stop serious and organised crime in the UK.

NDA Annual Report highlighted amongst
best in the public sector

News story

The NDA’s Annual Report and Accounts has been recognised by the National
Audit Office (NAO) as an example of best practice amongst public sector
organisations.
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https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-carriers-brokers
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NDA Annual Report and Accounts 2019 to 2020

The NAO uses examples of high-quality Annual Reports and Accounts (ARAC),
from across the whole of the public sector, that equip stakeholders with
trusted information which they can use to hold organisations to account.
National Audit Office Good practice in annual reporting 2021

Mel Zuydam, Group Chief Financial Officer at the NDA, said:

We are delivering a large and complex mission, and our Annual
Report and Accounts is one of a number of key documents that help
inform our stakeholders on our activities during the year, and on
how we have allocated our resources to deliver our outcomes and
manage our risks.

The areas of good practice that have been cited by the NAO underpin
how we allocate and use a complex mix of income and funding against
our capital and operating expenditure to deliver our mission to
clean up 17 of the UK’s oldest nuclear sites.

The ‘Mission Progress’ section of the NDA’s 2019-20 Annual Report and
Accountswas used by the NAO to highlight a good example of detailed analysis
set out in accessible table, describing it as “a good representation of a
complex area”.

The ARAC is an important document for the NDA and a vital tool in telling the
story of progress across the NDA group, which will continue to develop and
improve as we deliver our mission.
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Draft guidance for heads of centre,
heads of department and teachers

News story

Consultation on guidance on how to generate the evidence used to determine
grades this summer.
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As part of a consultation on our rules for awarding GCSEs, AS and A levels in
2021, we published (on Thursday, 25 February) draft guidance for heads of
centre, heads of department and teachers on how to generate the evidence that
will be used to determine their students’ grades this summer.

The grades submitted to exam boards must reflect a fair, reasonable and
carefully considered judgement of the student’s performance across a range of
evidence, on the curriculum content that they have been taught. Heads of
centre should emphasise the need for judgements to be objective and fair. To
promote this, exam boards will set out detailed quality assurance
requirements.

We’d like views on this draft guidance from heads of centre, heads of
department and teachers. You have until 23:45 on 11 March to respond to the
consultation.

This is part of a technical consultation and necessary for us to set the
rules so exams boards deliver and award qualifications in accordance with the
latest policy decisions.

We are also seeking views on the proposed rules, and the proposed
‘information for centres about making objective judgements’. We are not
seeking views on the underlying policy decisions, which we announced
following our joint consultation with the Department for Education and
explained in our analysis and decisions documents.
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Drug dogs to detect new versions of
spice to stay one step ahead of
criminals

Press release
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Prison drug dogs will be trained to sniff out new and emerging strands of
Spice as part of the government’s comprehensive plan to tackle violence and
disorder behind bars.

£300,000 investment will see sniffer dogs trained to detect new
compounds of Spice
partnership between Ministry of Justice and Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory will support scientists to create expanded
detection programmes
this is part of the government’s £100 million package to crack down on
crime behind bars

In the last year alone over 100 kilograms of illegal drugs, including Spice,
have been detected by drug dogs in England and Wales. But the efforts of some
suppliers to outwit detection by changing the chemical make-up of Spice makes
it difficult for dogs to find.

The new funding announced today will mean scientists can develop enhanced
training courses which will help sniffer dogs in detecting new and adapted
variants of Spice – keeping illegal drugs out of prison and reducing
reoffending which costs the tax-payer £18bn a year.

Prisons Minister Lucy Frazer MP, said:

Spice drives violence, self-harm and crime behind bars so it’s
crucial we prevent it getting into the hands of prisoners.

That’s why we’re investing millions in technology, sniffer dogs and
training to cut smuggling and ensure prisons are places where
people can turn their backs on crime.

The partnership between the Ministry of Justice and the DTSL will see
scientists analysing the psychoactive substance as it changes, to determine
the most effective and safest way to train dogs to sniff out new blends of
Spice.

The sniffer dogs will then undergo training in scent recognition followed by
an operational assessment before they are placed into prisons.



Dog handler and trainer, Kev Appleton from the National Dog Inspectorate,
said:

This partnership will significantly increase our dogs’
effectiveness in the fight against trafficking, substance misuse
and violence in our prisons.

A DSTL spokesperson said:

DSTL is pleased to be joining this new partnership with the
Ministry of Justice to tackle drug use in UK prisons, with a team
of expert scientists supporting investigations. DSTL is also
working more broadly with government to counter evolving drug
threats.

The partnership and training are being funded by the government’s £2.75
billion commitment to transform the prison estate. This includes:

£100 million to bolster prison security, clamping down on contraband
such as drugs, weapons, and mobile phones that fuel violence, self-harm
and crime behind bars.
£2.5 billion to provide 10,000 additional prison places and create
modern, efficient jails that rehabilitate offenders, reduce reoffending
and keep the public safe.
£156 million to tackle the most pressing maintenance issues to create
safe and decent conditions for offender rehabilitation.

Notes to editors

Between April 2019 to March 2020 there were 2,236 finds of illicit items
by dogs in prisons
There can be more than 1 item within a find i.e. 2 phones in one find
The value of illicit items varies within prisons. The current price of
Psychoactive Substances (PS) ranges from £130 to £1000 for an A4 sheet
of impregnated paper. Smaller pieces of impregnated paper, credit card-
sized, can range from £40 to £100 based on recent intelligence.
The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) delivers high-
impact science and technology (S&T) for the UK’s defence, security and
prosperity.
Dstl is an Executive Agency of the MOD with around 4,500 staff working
across four sites; Porton Down, near Salisbury, Portsdown West, near
Portsmouth, Fort Halstead, near Sevenoaks, and Alverstoke, near Gosport.
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