
Graduate route to open to
international students on 1 July 2021

The new Graduate route will open for applications on 1 July 2021, allowing
the UK to retain the brightest and the best international students to
continue to contribute to society and the economy post-study.

International students must have completed an eligible course at a UK higher
education provider, with a track record of compliance with the government’s
immigration requirements to apply to the Graduate route. Students on the
Graduate route will be able to work or look for work after their studies for
a maximum period of 2 years, or 3 years for Doctoral students.

The launch of the new Graduate route shows that the government is continuing
to deliver on its key manifesto promise to implement a points-based
immigration system, which will attract talent and ensure that businesses can
recruit the most highly qualified from across the globe to drive the economy
forwards.

The Graduate route will work for all corners of the UK, ensuring that
communities in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland can benefit from
talented individuals who want to stay after their studies.

Minister for Future Borders and Immigration Kevin Foster said:

As we rebuild from the global pandemic we want the world’s
brightest talent, who aspire to a career at the highest levels of
business, science, the arts and technology to see our United
Kingdom as the natural place to fulfil their aspirations.

The changes announced today will ensure once they have received a
gold standard qualification from one of our world leading education
institutions they can easily secure the status they need to
continue living, working and fulfilling their dreams in the UK.

As detailed in the Immigration Rules laid in Parliament today (4 March), the
new route will open for applications on 1 July 2021, to international
students who successfully complete a degree at undergraduate level or above
in the UK.

The Graduate route will be unsponsored, meaning applicants will not need a
job offer to apply for the route. There will be no minimum salary
requirements nor caps on numbers. Graduates on the route will be able to work
flexibly, switch jobs and develop their career as required.  

The new route will help the government to achieve the ambition set out in the
International Education Strategy to increase the number of international
students in higher education in the UK to 600,000 by 2030.
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Coronavirus concessions for students unable to travel to the UK due to the
pandemic have also been extended, recognising the continuing disruption
many face due to international travel restrictions.

Applicants who began their studies in Autumn 2020 will now have until 21 June
2021 to enter the UK (updated from 6 April 2021) in order to be eligible for
the Graduate route. Students who began their studies in January or February
2021 will need to be in the UK by 27 September 2021. 

The Graduate route comes as the government also unveiled plans to launch
another new immigration route that will help start-ups and fast-growing firms
recruit the talent they need to innovate and grow at yesterday’s Budget as
part of a range of measures for highly skilled migrants. As part of the
route, highly skilled migrants with a job offer from a recognised high-growth
firm will qualify for a visa without the need for sponsorship or third-party
endorsement. 

Foreign Secretary agrees UK-Singapore
joint statement

Press release

The UK and Singapore agreed a statement reaffirming both countries’
commitment to free trade, climate action, and sustainability as we rebuild
after COVID-19.

The UK today agreed a joint statement with Singapore reaffirming both
countries’ commitment to free trade, climate action, and sustainability as we
rebuild after the pandemic.

The joint statement also sets out a shared approach on technology, knowledge
and education, security and resilience, as well as our mutual human rights
obligations. It is linked to the Free Trade Agreement signed by the 2
countries in December last year.
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The Foreign Secretary agreed the statement on behalf of the UK earlier today,
with his counterpart from Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan.

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:

The UK-Singapore Partnership is based on shared goals on security
and climate change, as well as our drive towards innovation and
prosperity.

Today, Foreign Minister Balakrishnan and I committed to reinforcing
these links and creating new opportunities for cooperation.
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Design contract awarded for Dounreay
shaft and silo work

News story

Dounreay has awarded an important waste clean-up contract to Jacobs as the
site plans for the future of its deepest historic radioactive waste store.
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The Dounreay shaft

Jacobs and its supporting partners have been awarded a 6-year contract to
provide a design management team to produce a fully integrated design for the
shaft and silo project. This includes assisting with the management of
several design and build work packages. While some of the contract will be
delivered remotely, Jacobs will also sub-contract work to local companies.

The contract forms part of a series of contracts to be awarded through the
site’s decommissioning framework and heralds the beginning of work on the
shaft and silo. In 2020 Nuvia Ltd and its partner Graham Construction were
awarded a contract for “advanced transition works”. There are likely to be
further major contracts awarded over the next 12 months.

Radioactive waste was historically consigned to the 65 metre deep shaft and
the silo, an underground waste storage vault, over several decades starting
in the late 1950s. Now the higher activity waste must be retrieved and
repackaged, suitable for long-term storage in a safe modern facility.

DSRL’s Programme Delivery Director, David Hubbard said:

The shaft and silo contain legacy wastes that must be emptied, and
the waste repackaged for long term storage, before the site can be
closed. These contracts are one step closer to the clean-up of
these historical waste stores.
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CMA investigates Apple over suspected
anti-competitive behaviour

In addition to designing, manufacturing and marketing electronic devices such
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as smartphones and tablets, Apple also operates the App Store. This is the
only way for developers to distribute third-party apps on Apple’s iPhones and
iPads, and the only way for Apple customers to access them.

The probe has been prompted by the Competition and Markets Authority’s (CMA)
own work in the digital sector, as well as several developers reporting that
Apple’s terms and conditions are unfair and could break competition law.

All apps available through the App Store have to be approved by Apple, with
this approval hinging on developers agreeing to certain terms. The complaints
from developers focus on the terms that mean they can only distribute their
apps to iPhones and iPads via the App Store. These complaints also highlight
that certain developers who offer ‘in-app’ features, add-ons or upgrades are
required to use Apple’s payment system, rather than an alternative system.
Apple charges a commission of up to 30% to developers on the value of these
transactions or any time a consumer buys their app.

The CMA’s investigation will consider whether Apple has a dominant position
in connection with the distribution of apps on Apple devices in the UK – and,
if so, whether Apple imposes unfair or anti-competitive terms on developers
using the App Store, ultimately resulting in users having less choice or
paying higher prices for apps and add-ons.

This is only the beginning of the investigation and no decision has yet been
made on whether Apple is breaking the law.

Andrea Coscelli, Chief Executive of the CMA said:

Millions of us use apps every day to check the weather, play a game
or order a takeaway. So, complaints that Apple is using its market
position to set terms which are unfair or may restrict competition
and choice – potentially causing customers to lose out when buying
and using apps – warrant careful scrutiny.

Our ongoing examination into digital markets has already uncovered
some worrying trends. We know that businesses, as well as
consumers, may suffer real harm if anti-competitive practices by
big tech go unchecked. That’s why we’re pressing on with setting up
the new Digital Markets Unit and launching new investigations
wherever we have grounds to do so.

Today’s announcement follows the CMA’s July 2020 report on its market study
into online platforms and digital advertising, and the CMA’s advice to the
Government in December 2020 on the shape of a new pro-competition regulatory
regime for digital markets. As the CMA works with the Government on these
proposals – which will complement its current enforcement powers – the CMA
will continue to use its existing powers to their fullest extent in order to
protect competition in these areas.
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The European Commission (EC) currently has four open antitrust probes into
Apple, which were launched prior to the end of the UK’s Transition Period.
These include three open investigations into Apple’s App Store. The CMA
continues to coordinate closely with the EC, as well as other agencies, to
tackle these global concerns.

More information can be found on the Investigation into Apple App Store
casepage.

The competition legislation relevant to the CMA’s investigation is the1.
Competition Act 1998. The Chapter II prohibition in the Competition Act
1998 prohibits any conduct on the part of one or more undertakings which
amounts to the abuse of a dominant position in a market, and which may
affect trade within the United Kingdom.

The CMA may launch an investigation under the Competition Act 1998 if it2.
has reasonable grounds to believe that there has been an infringement of
competition law.

‘Apple’ refers to the corporate group in its entirety, including Apple3.
(UK) Limited, Apple Europe Limited and Apple Inc (US parent company).

Media queries should be directed to: press@cma.gov.uk or 020 3738 6460.4.
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