
Professor Akande kicks off campaigning
as UK candidate for the International
Law Commission 2021

Professor Dapo Akande, the United Kingdom’s candidate for the International
Law Commission election, launched his campaign in New York this week.

With over 25 years of legal experience at top academic institutions and a
prolific author, Professor Akande is exceptionally well-qualified to serve on
the prestigious United Nations body.

Professor Akande is an internationally renowned expert in Public
International Law, and currently teaches at the University of Oxford. As a
lawyer, he has advised countries from around the globe and has appeared
before many of the world’s leading legal institutions, such as the
International Court of Justice, the International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea, the International Criminal Court and the European Court of Human Rights.

Professor Akande is also an influential member of the international legal
community as the founder of EJIL:TALK! and a board member for several legal
journals and scholarly societies around the world.

Professor Akande has a strong vision and if elected he has three main aims:
to help the Commission solve contemporary problems of international law; to
work closely with UN member states in identifying topics and developing
solutions and; to ensure the highest standards of technical legal expertise.

To launch Professor Akande’s campaign, he hosted a virtual event with key
multilateral decision-makers in New York, including H.E. Professor Tijjani
Muhammad-Bande who confirmed Government of Nigeria’s seal of approval by co-
nominating Professor Akande.

Dame Barbara Woodward, UK Permanent Representative to the United Nations in
New York, said:

The UK is a strong advocate of the International Law Commission.
Professor Akande is an exceptional candidate who will contribute
significantly to the Commission, if elected. The UK, as a force for
good, supports our international partners in strengthening its
valuable work.

The UK’s candidate to join the Commission, Professor Akande, said:

I am delighted and honoured to launch my campaign as the United
Kingdom candidate for the International Law Commission. I am also
humbled to receive a co-nomination from Nigeria where I was born,
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educated and started my legal journey.

It would be a privilege to be elected to the International Law
Commission and I believe I can make a meaningful contribution to
its work. My vision is clear: the codification and progressive
development of international law can strengthen the rules on which
international cooperation is based, and help promote a just and
peaceful system of international relations.

Professor Dapo Akande is the United Kingdom candidate for the International
Law Commission for the term 2023 to 2027, co-nominated by Nigeria. Throughout
the campaign, Professor Akande will hold talks on topical legal subjects.

For further details about Professor Akande, his campaign brochure is
available in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, Chinese and
Russian.

Flipflopi arrives in Uganda

About The Flipflopi project
Flipflopi is the world’s first and only 100% recycled plastic sailing
dhow built out of plastic picked up in Kenyan beaches and covered in
30,000 discarded flip-flops
the Flipflopi will be in Uganda for more than a week to bring lakeshore
communities and county governments together to address plastic
pollution, and has just arrived from Kenya
Flipflopi is showcasing alternative use of waste plastic and calling for
consensus in the 3 lakeshore countries to ban unnecessary single-use
plastics
Lake Victoria, Africa’s largest freshwater lake, said to be ‘dying’ and
facing a myriad of environmental challenges that could impact the 40
million people living in the region

Flipflopi, the world’s first sailing boat (‘dhow’) made from 100% recycled
plastic, has embarked on a historic expedition by sailing around Africa’s
largest freshwater ecosystem – Lake Victoria. The voyage aims to send an
urgent message to the East Africa community on the need to end the
unnecessary single-use plastic scourge that is threatening the region.

Lake Victoria, supporting 40 million East Africans, symbolises the
catastrophic effects of human activities and climate change, among other
issues, resulting in significant water pollution, which threatens the health
and livelihoods of communities.

A recent study estimated that 1 in 5 of the fish in Lake Victoria had
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ingested plastic. Another study recorded micro-plastics in surface waters in
several sites of Lake Victoria. At the heart of the plastic waste problem is
the linear ‘take-make-dispose’ model of consumption, as products are
manufactured, bought, used briefly and then thrown away with obvious examples
like plastic water and soda bottles and ketchup sachets.

The Flipflopi project showcases alternative uses of plastic waste and the
possibilities of circular economy approaches to tackle pollution. The
Flipflopi dhow has already spent a week in Kenyan waters and has now arrived
in Uganda to bring its positive campaign to help convene communities and
policy makers in discussions to help tackle plastic pollution and find new
solutions in place of single-use plastics.

The Ministry of Water and Environment’s Minister Sam Cheptoris said:

We cannot underscore the damaging effects plastic pollution has on
our water bodies. We can and must act and save our environment from
unnecessary pollution. The solution starts with all of us and we
require a behaviour change of no plastic waste.

The Flipflopi is now making several more stops along the lake including
Jinja, Kampala and Entebbe, running events to engage schools, communities,
conservationists, business leaders and policymakers in discussions, whilst
demonstrating alternate uses of waste plastic and running educational
workshops with children in the area.

Ali Skanda, co-founder of the Flipflopi project and builder of the world’s
first recycled plastic dhow, said:

Flipflopi was built to show the world that it is possible to make
valuable materials out of waste plastic, and that single-use
plastic really does not make sense. We wanted to come to Lake
Victoria to bring the message upstream to where the source of the
problem begins, and because the pollution does not know the borders
within the water it’s so important we tackle this together.

The start of this expedition has exceeded our expectations. County
governments in Kenya have made commitments to ban single-use
plastic, hundreds of people from the fishing communities have
attended events and workshops, and we are now really happy to be
for the first-time, heading to our brothers and sisters in Uganda
and Tanzania. Together, we hope to bring more awareness to plastic
pollution and find innovative solutions that will save Lake
Victoria.

The Flipflopi project is supported by several partners including the UK
Government, which is committed to supporting countries across the world to
protect vital ecosystems through initiatives such as 30by30, the forthcoming
£500 million Blue Planet Fund and promotion of the Leaders Pledge for Nature,
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which Uganda has also signed up to.

The British High Commissioner for Uganda, Kate Airey said:

Drawing attention to climate change and plastic pollution has never
been so important as right now. As co-hosts for COP 26, the UK
Government recognises the clear significance of taking this message
from Uganda, East Africa and to the rest of the world. The
Flipflopi project is an inspiring example of the urgent need to
tackle plastic waste and the huge opportunity for Uganda to shift
to a circular economy, that creates new products from waste
materials, whilst bringing prosperity to communities, and cleaning
our environment.

Flipflopi is just one example of the circular economy in action. In Uganda,
the women who set up Reform Africa are turning plastic waste into sustainable
and waterproof bags, whilst providing school children in rural areas with
bags for free. In Kisumu, CIST Africa are making hand sanitizer from invasive
water hyacinth. In Tanzania, a collective of local artisans known as ‘Made by
Africraft’ are introducing youth and the unemployed to developing sustainable
handicrafts to create a livelihood.

Flipflopi arrived in Uganda on 12 March and coincides with Ugandan Water and
Environment Week, whose theme this year now includes focus on plastic
pollution.

As part of the expedition, the Flipflopi expedition is running a petition
calling for a regional ban on single-use plastics. The main event on 20th
March 2021 will be graced by Queen of Buganda Nnabageereka Sylvia Nagginda
who will be the Guest of Honour. Flipflopi initiative is supported by various
partners including the national governments of Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania,
UNEP, The UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO), the French
Development Agency (AFD) and The European Union (EU).

Background information

About Flipflopi

The Flipflopi project is a circular economy initiative based in East Africa
whose vision is a world without single-use plastic. They showcase alternate
uses of waste plastic and the viability of a circular economy in Africa
through education programmes, Kenyan-based plastic recycling and waste
management ‘innovation hubs’ and advocacy and governance programmes.

About UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office

The UK government through the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office is
an official partner of The Flipflopi project. In November, the UK will host
the UN climate change conference COP26, in Glasgow with Italy. This will
provide an opportunity for the world to commit to urgent climate action on a



path to a zero carbon future. The UK is partnering with East Africa to
protect the marine environment, including reducing plastic litter, to allow
future generations to build back better from COVID-19.

About the Ministry of Water and Environment (MWE)

The Ministry of Water and Environment (MWE) is the government agency
responsible for the sustainable development and management of water and
environment resources in Uganda. Recognising the importance of water and
environment resources in the country’s socio-economic development, MWE
through the Water Resources Institute established the annual Uganda Water and
Environment Week (UWEWK) in 2018.

UWEWK is an event that seeks to contribute towards the attainment of
Sustainable Socio-economic Transformation and achievement of Uganda’s
National Development Plan and Vision 2040. During this event, sector actors
and other stakeholders dialogue and exchange knowledge and experiences on
issues related to the sustainable and rational development and management of
water and environment resources.

This year’s event UWEWK2021, is organised under the theme “Water and
Environment security for socio-economic transformation of Uganda’’. MWE is
partnering with the Flipflopi project to organise the Lake Victoria
expedition as part of the UWEWK2021. The expedition is in line with the theme
of UWEWK2021 and will help to raise public awareness about plastic pollution,
and showcase innovative initiatives for turning plastic waste into wealth.

About UNEP

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading global voice
on the environment. It provides leadership and encourages partnership in
caring for the environment by inspiring, informing and enabling nations and
peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future
generations.

Clean Seas Campaign Launched by the United Nations Environment Programme in
February 2017, is an initiative that works with governments, businesses and
citizens towards the goal of eliminating the use of unnecessary and avoidable
plastics and to promote circular economy approaches. In 2021, the campaign is
advocating for urgent global action to tackle this environmental crisis from
source to sea.

To date, 62 countries from around the world have joined the campaign, making
Clean Seas the biggest, most powerful global coalition devoted to ending
marine plastic pollution. Commitments by signatory countries now cover more
than 60% of the world’s coastlines. Many countries have pledged to reduce or
eradicate single-use plastics from their societies, or to invest more in
national recycling facilities.

About The European Union

The European Union is a political and economic union of 27 Member States.



Together, the European Union and its Member States are Uganda’s biggest
development partner. The European Union supports good governance, rule of
law, democracy and human rights in Uganda. The European Union is a key
multilateral, development and trade partner of Uganda, working to improve
green growth and the investment climate in Uganda to create decent jobs.

About the French Development Agency (AFD)

Agence Française de Développement (AFD) Group is a public financial
institution that finances, supports and accelerates transitions towards a
more just and sustainable world. As a French overseas aid platform for
sustainable development and investment, we and our partners create shared
solutions, with and for the people of the global South.

AFD’s teams are active in more than 4,000 projects in the field – in the
French overseas departments and some 115 countries. They strive to promote
health, education and gender equality, and are working to protect common
resources — peace, biodiversity and a stable climate.

Media resources

A selection of images and video footage are available online.

Contact

For more information or to request for interviews please contact:

A force for good: Global Britain in a
competitive age

Yesterday the British Prime Minister Boris Johnson published the Integrated
Foreign Policy Review, Global Britain in a Competitive Age.

For us it sets out the UK’s international strategy for this decade and
beyond. It follows a clear-eyed analysis of our capabilities, and the
opportunities and the threats that we face in the world today and tomorrow.

Our conclusion – and my argument today – is this. The UK has a central role
to play on the world stage as an independent sovereign state, a leading
member of the western alliance, and an energetic and dependable partner in
the growing prosperity of the Indo-Pacific region.

These features of our foreign policy – our independence, our partnerships,
our commitment to the East, are all part of the common mission that is Global
Britain in the 2020s. That mission is to be a force for good in the world.
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Force – because let’s not be naïve about it, without power, economic,
military, diplomatic, cultural clout, we can’t do anything.

But a force for good – because the purpose of this power is to increase
people’s security and living standards, at home in the UK, but also across
the world.

It is the right thing for a leading power to do. And it is squarely within
the interests of the British people.

As we look out into the world today, there are three dangerous and dominating
trends.

The first is the fraying of the world order that grew up after World War 2,
that seemed stronger than ever just a generation ago.

Democracy is in retreat. This decade, the combined GDP of autocratic regimes
is expected to exceed the combined GDP of the world’s democracies. Just take
a second to think about what that means.

Tyranny is richer than freedom. And that matters to us here at home because
we know stable, freedom-respecting, democracies are much less likely to go to
war, to house terrorists or to trigger large scale flows of immigration.
Democracies are generally, not always, but generally easier to trade with and
easier to cooperate with to solve our shared problems. That’s the first
problem.

The second trend is the rise of new threats. We have all become used to
talking about asymmetric warfare since 9/11 but technology, twisted to
perverse causes, is creating dangerous new weapons which falls short of armed
conflict.

We know this for ourselves. Three years ago this month, we saw a nerve agent
attack on the streets of Salisbury. An attack without a shot being fired. At
the same time states, terrorist groups and criminal gangs are exploiting
technology to prey on our homes, our businesses and our infrastructure.

The third trend of our times is perhaps the most dangerous. That is the rise
in what we can only consider as potentially existential threats. Threats to
our civilisation, threats to large swathes of the world’s population, or even
threats to our planet itself.

We see nuclear weapons technology proliferating, a very real risk that it
could fall into the hands of people who can’t be reasoned with.

We face the possibility of catastrophic climate change, catastrophic
pandemics. We can all see how COVID has shown just how interconnected we all
are in the modern world.

And yet at the same time, for all these threats, now is not a moment to
wallow in the counsel of despair. Because there are also equally powerful
reasons to feel optimistic about the future for us. For us in the UK but also
for the world at large.



Our fraying international order can be repaired and reinforced. We can
counter these new threats and these new challenges, as we have shown during
this pandemic, through the collaboration of scientists to innovate new
vaccines.

Most of all, I believe we should be optimistic because we see that the flame
of human freedom still burns brightly, even at the bleakest moments.

You can see that on the streets of Russia, on the streets of Belarus, Myanmar
and Hong Kong. Young people risking their lives to stake their claim to the
future, demanding democracy, freedom, a better quality of life. Telling the
old guard in their palatial offices that a different time is coming.

I saw it for myself when I was out in Khartoum in January when I visited the
focal point of the 2019 revolution that forced a transition from power,
although not before the security forces killed many young protestors.

I met some of those protesters, including a young woman called Rifqa
Abdelrahman. She became known as the teargas hunter because every time the
security forces hurled teargas at the protesters, she raced to pick up the
canister and threw it right back at them.

She is remarkably brave and I draw courage from hers. She took some time to
talk to me about the hopes she and her friends had and their dreams for the
future. For all the challenges that a country like Sudan faces, it’s the hope
and the courage of those young people give that country a fighting chance, if
it gets the international support it sorely needs. And there are many other
countries like that today.

So, whilst we’ve got to recognise that history doesn’t march in a straight
line, that technology can have a dark side, we must also take heart when the
future bends towards freedom.

I don’t think there’s any inevitability to this, there’s no End of History.
But, if we summon the will, and if we galvanise those countries that share
our core conviction, together we can and we must wrest control of history
once again, and shape a better path ahead. And I believe Britain has a
central, driving, role to play in all of this.

So, how well equipped are we in Britain to navigate this dangerous but
hopeful world? History offers us at least some clues.

First, the UK can lead the world in innovation and technology. We were the
cradle of the first industrial revolution, that happy combination of
intellectual innovation, private capital and public infrastructure.

Today, instead of Watt’s steam engine and the Spinning Jenny we have a
proliferation of disruptive technologies, AI, quantum computing,
biotechnology, the next great economic step forward.

The second lesson is that our strongest asset is our people, that includes
the way we create communities that come together.



After the Great Plague of 1665 it was Daniel Defoe who wrote about how, with
work suspended for many, people got through by showing great charity towards
one another. I feel that same spirit has marked our country through this
pandemic.

Our national commitment to the NHS and to carers, a broader spirit of
neighbourliness. That has proved a vital source of strength for us, and I
think we need to cherish it.

But it also marks out our approach to international collaboration, a sense of
international civic spirit if you like, and we need that now more than ever.

The third lesson from history is the strength of our institutions. Whether
it’s the Church of England, Parliament or our armed forces, we have a knack
for creating enduring systems that can serve the public.

Perhaps our greatest contribution is the rule of law, and the sacred
principle, the foundation of order at home and abroad, that’s a particularly
British tradition with a global appeal.

Don’t just take my word for it. We saw last month the international community
elect Karim Khan to be the first British Chief Prosecutor at the
International Criminal Court, as well as Judge Joanna Korner, a testament to
their credentials, but also to the British brand. So institutions matter at
home and abroad.

The fourth and final lesson I draw from our history is the overarching need
for global engagement.

In the UK, particularly as we have come through Brexit, I’m not shy about
saying we are a proud, independent nation, but we’re not inward-looking.
Sovereignty has never meant isolation.

Let’s look at our commitment to free trade. It reflects a deeply-held belief
in human exchange as a force for good, and our historic ties with all corners
of the world give us a uniquely international perspective.

Britain is truly global, and that gives us an edge. These defining
characteristics – a scientific, community-minded, law-abiding, outward-
looking people – stand us in really good stead for the challenges of our
time.

But of course history doesn’t just hand you a blueprint to follow, and many
of the threats we face today are new.

So, what is Britain’s comparative advantage today? Put simply, we’ve got
clout. Britain has economic, military, diplomatic, cultural clout.

We are the 5th largest economy in the world. The UK is in the top 10
countries in the world for ease of setting up a business. We have produced
the largest number of tech Unicorns in Europe. Innovation runs through our
DNA.



With less than 1% of the world’s population, we are blessed with 6 of the 30
top universities, more Nobel Prize winners than any other country outside the
US, and 14% of the most cited research.

So that’s economic power. And our hard power is pretty potent too. The UK
spends more in cash terms than any other NATO member outside the United
States.

We are one of only a small number of NATO allies who bring to bear nuclear,
cyber, precision strike weapons, 5th generation aircraft, surface and
underwater capability alongside an agile manoeuvre division.

Our investment in cutting-edge technology will position the UK as a global
leader in cyber and space. And that capacity to project force rests on that
key characteristic that I have already mentioned, our tradition of
internationalism.

That’s where our diplomatic clout comes in. We have the 4th largest
diplomatic network in the world, reinforced by the second most generous aid
budget in the G7 as a percentage of our national income.

We have an unparalleled range of expertise to help resolve conflicts and
disputes, from Cyprus to Yemen. We are a problem-solving nation and that
gives us influence and it gives us reach.

And we also have disproportionate cultural influence. I’m not just talking
about the English language, it’s what our people do, our artists, our
designers, our writers, our sportspeople.

The other day, I found my 8-year old son, Peter, watching YouTube and he
loves Minecraft. I didn’t really get what it was all about but he was
listening to the British gamer Dan Middleton commentating on it. I checked
him out. This guy has almost 25 million subscribers around the world.

He’s not a one-off. The Great British Bake-Off is watched in 196 countries.
The Premier League is the most watched football league in the world. That’s
soccer, not American football.

And it’s not just about viewing figures, it’s our message, our appeal that
really matters. When boxing’s undisputed heavyweight championship of the
world is settled, it’s going to be between two Brits, Tyson Fury and Anthony
Joshua.

When David Attenborough’s latest series goes around the world, it helps shape
the global debate on climate, biodiversity and plastic pollution.

And it’s those qualities, a global reach, a compelling brand, anchored in a
vision of a better world, that help explain why, according to international
polling by Ipsos-Mori, the UK is the most attractive country for young people
in the world.

So we have got some strengths. What use should we put them to?



I believe if Global Britain means anything, it means our force is meant for
good. Yes we’re a world leader in innovation and tech, but we want that
innovation to be a force for good.

So we lead in debates on setting down rules and ethical frameworks on human
genomics. We can and we should do it again for AI, data and for e-commerce.

Last year here in the UK we introduced a UK Magnitsky sanctions law, to
target individuals guilty of the most serious human rights abuses abroad.
This year, we’re going to go one step further and extend the Magnitsky model
to corruption, that scourge of the poorest nations.

We took the bold step to issue an invitation to this country to the people of
Hong Kong, oppressed by Beijing. We set an example to the world with our
contribution to COVAX, the global vaccine programme for the developing world.

We are one of the most generous contributors of foreign aid and we were of
course the first industrialised nation to set a legally-binding national
target to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050.

There is a golden thread running through all of this. The UK is not afraid to
act, but we prefer to act with others, to form alliances and partnerships
that multiply the force, the impact, that we would otherwise be able to bring
to bear if we acted on our own.

More than that, Global Britain – our concept – is a creative disruptor
willing and able to challenge the status quo but in the cause of good order
and future stability.

A mould-breaker but also a rule-maker, a disruptor for stability if you like.
We have got a buccaneering spirit, but we also strive and yearn to build
bridges.

The challenge is to make the most of our strengths. That is why we brought
our aid budget and development policy together with our diplomatic network in
the new Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, to drive a more
integrated approach, to maximise our impact abroad.

In January, I saw what this really means and what this can achieve up close
in East Africa. From the UK military support training Kenyan peacekeepers
under AMISOM to defeat Al Shabaab, right the way to the school I visited in
Addis which we support as part of our campaign to guarantee 12 years of
quality education for every girl.

It is that unique combination of our hard power and our soft power that is so
often a game-changer in those countries that we strive to support in a spirit
of partnership.

With all of this in mind, the Integrated Review sets out our 4, global,
strategic priorities.

First, our starting point, forged in the crucible of this pandemic, is to
nurture our capacity for scientific and technological innovation. We must
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harness our comparative advantage in tech and science to create the better
paid jobs of the future at home and to boost exports fueled by liberal free
trade.

That’s key to reinvigorating UK productivity and enhancing the capacity of
our start-ups to scale-up. You can already see this being infused and
reflected in the Chancellor’s latest budget, from his review of R&D tax
credits, to the Super Deduction from business tax bills for capital
investment.

Our ambition in tech and science will also shape Global Britain’s Indo-
Pacific tilt, towards the growth opportunities of the future, and the
partnerships that we are going to need to grasp them.

So it’s that USP, in tech and science, that will be a defining feature of our
second, strategic priority, a pioneering approach to free trade.

That’s why the British Trade Secretary Liz Truss has agreed trade deals with
66 countries as well as the EU, and that’s why we’ve launched the UK’s
negotiations to join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership.

To place a new anchor in a part of the world that will provide the most
fertile ground for the expansion of UK manufacturing and UK services,
including in areas like digital and data.

Of course there will be other growth markets too. We look to Africa, in
particular the Horn of Africa, we’ll look to the Gulf and South America with
renewed ambition and energy.

In Africa, our offer will be grounded in the need to provide a more
compelling alternative to some of the less scrupulous governments who exact a
punitive long-term price for short term investments in things like
infrastructure.

Put very simply, our offer to Africa will be more liberal on free trade than
the EU, do business with greater integrity than the Chinese or Russians, and
we’re committed to serve as a force for good in the communities in which we
invest.

We will do this by combining our trade, our aid, and our values to patiently
nurture long term win-win partnerships.

Beyond those bilateral trade deals, we have taken up our seat at the WTO
under the fresh leadership of the first African, first female Director
General.

We’re committed to unblocking the vested interests in protectionism, and
unleash the power of global free trade to help the world bounce back
stronger, and bounce back greener.

We recognise in the UK we have got to change the way we do business too. One
of the things the pandemic showed up very clearly is the weaknesses of our



supply chain model, as every country around the world queued up for PPE and
other vital goods from China and a small number of other mass-producing
countries.

Of course, we embrace the power of the market and we value our trade with
China. But we will also develop new partnerships with existing allies, and
other High Trust Vendors.

We will work with the likes of Estonia and Norway, India and Israel,
Singapore and South Korea, and many others, to diversify our supply chains
from manufacturing to tech, to shore up our economic resilience.

Our science base and our economic resilience are vital elements of the third
strategic priority, which is our security. We can do even better in deploying
and adapting our lead in science, tech and research to bolster the defences
of our business, citizens and our government.

Through GCHQ, the National Cyber Security Centre, and our partnerships with
business, we are a world-leader in cyber-security. We’ve got the UK’s new
National Cyber Force, we are investing to stay ahead of the unholy alliance
of hostile states and criminal gangs that prey on our PCs, tablets and our
iPhones, whether it is to steal, spy or to spread lies.

And the Integrated Review highlights the Janus-facing nature of our
investment in tech and science, driving economic productivity and bolstering
our security, reinforcing our domestic resilience and demanding more
innovative relations with longstanding allies and new partners.

That’s why we are increasing our defence spending by £24 billion over the
next 4 years. We will restore Britain’s position as the foremost naval power
in Europe, and modernise our armed forces.

We will be spending nearly £7 billion over next 4 years in R&D, in new areas
like space, cyber, AI, quantum tech, and directed energy weapons.

That far exceeds our NATO pledge. By the way, for all the talk about the
Indo-Pacific, our commitment to NATO is absolute, supporting its adaptation
to threats both above and below the threshold of conventional warfare.

In the same spirit, we will maintain our nuclear deterrent to counter the
most extreme threats to our national security and our way of life.

We will continue to adapt to meet the frankly predatory opportunism of states
such as Russia, Iran, North Korea and some others.

And we will adapt our defence posture to the new shift in the balance of
world power towards the Indo-Pacific region. You’ll begin to see that this
year, with HMS Queen Elizabeth leading a British and allied task group to the
region.

The fourth and final strategic priority is the defining feature of Global
Britain.



The IR provides a road-map, guided by our moral compass, our history, and our
present day mission as a force for good in the world.

From our inventors to our entrepreneurs, from our diplomats and aid experts
to our brave armed forces, all the people involved in delivering Global
Britain, share a unifying sense that we are part of a shared planet.

We believe that we can and should help alleviate the worst suffering in the
world, that we have a moral responsibility and an indivisible stake in our
planet, our global economy, our global eco-system and the broader conditions
of peace and stability that underpin them.

And, whether or not you feel that internationalist impulse, we can surely all
of us by now see the cold, hard, evidence, compelling us to take a greater
interest and responsibility beyond our shores. Whether it’s Daesh to the
plastic polluting our oceans, from COVID to the threat of climate change, it
has never been plainer that the UK’s raw national interest, is inextricably
bound up in tackling the international challenges that touch us all.

The challenges that will define the security, the livelihoods and the
happiness of our children, and their children after them. And that is the key
to Global Britain.

We do it because it is the right thing to do but also because bitter
experience shows us that strengthening fragile countries and their people is
essential to reduce the terrorist threat and to reduce the migratory flows
that arrive in the UK.

We feel a moral reflex to exploit our scientific base, not just to vaccinate
our own people from COVID, but also to take a lead internationally to make
sure an equitable access to vaccines for the most vulnerable countries.

It chimes with our sense of justice. But, we also know that this global
pandemic requires a global solution, that we won’t be safe until we’re all
safe. That will be a major theme of our G7 Presidency this year.

This year’s a big year for us, we’ll also be leading on climate change as we
bring the world together in Glasgow in November for the COP26 United Nations
conference.

And I have to say that with the US re-joining the Paris Agreement, and many
other countries stepping up to the plate, Japan and South Korea stretching
their emissions reduction targets, we sense an opportunity to shift the dial
on climate change, phasing out coal and boosting climate finance. Let’s be
honest that none of that will be possible without at least some constructive
cooperation with China.

So we take this challenge on out of a sense of social responsibility in the
world, but I think we also see now more than ever, but also due to the
tangible impact climate change is having.

In all of these different areas, Global Britain is imbued with a sense of
responsibility and a desire to help. But we also see the direct gains that we
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can yield if we can reduce tensions between allies, resolve global problems
and bring stability to regions whose prosperity will contribute to our own.

I think that’s important – foreign policy in the UK has to stay grounded in
the real-life concerns and interests citizens have, whether it is securing
the decision by the latest job-creating business to headquarter in Britain,
or defending ourselves against the threat from terrorists radicalising the
vulnerable online.

But it just so happens that many British people also count amongst those very
tangible interests the values they hold dear, they expect their government to
stand up for freedom, democracy and the rule of law.

Because it’s in our DNA, because it’s our compact with the world. And it’s
not just about the content of one or other set of international rules, but
the very concept to which we feel compelled.

We see our maritime interests, from fishing to navigation, reflected in the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. We identify with those
countries lining the South China Sea whose legitimate claims have come under
recent threat from China.

This is not just a regional issue, it’s not even just a maritime one. If the
terms of a law-making international treaty, bearing the signature of 168
parties can just be junked on a whim, it’s not just an attack on one or other
Article or Treaty, it’s a wholesale assault on the system.

Now I don’t know, perhaps it was inevitable, after the Cold War, with the
economic rise of many developing countries, a good thing, that we would see a
re-balancing of global power, that this would translate into pressure to
change the international rules.

Yet, those governments seeking to ransack the international system remain a
minority, albeit a dangerous one.

Now I think that is why the Biden Administration’s return to the Paris
Agreement and the US’ return to the WHO sends such a powerful message.
Because none of us can afford a vacuum in the multilateral institutions where
international law is shaped, negotiated and ultimately decided.

Nor can we in the West afford disunity, whether it’s holding Iran to its
nuclear commitments, holding Russia to account for the use of Novichok, or
holding China to its freely assumed international human rights obligations.
So, we must re-double our efforts to reinforce transatlantic solidarity. But
I think the really urgent imperative we face today is to broaden that
consensus in favour of an international system that respects open economies,
open societies and promotes public goods.

If we are going to rise to the global challenges of COVID and climate change,
if we are going to safeguard the international order that reflects a set of
progressive liberal values that serve so many of our goals and our interests,
we are going to need a concerted effort to bridge the old dividing lines,
between the West and the G77, the Global North and the Global South.



So let me be clear about it. The UK will remain anchored in NATO, in Five
Eyes, a close US ally, a friend of the Gulf, a dependable European neighbour
and partner, a passionate member of the Commonwealth.

But, Global Britain will also be able and willing to forge and follow agile
clusters with like-minded countries, where our values and our interests
demand it.

That’s why you can see under our Presidency of the G7 that we’ve invited
India, South Korea and Australia to join this year’s summit, because we in
the West, we have got to broaden our reach and appeal, if we are going to
tackle global challenges and manage the threats we face today.

And that’s just a start, an organic one if you like, building on a
traditional G7 format.

But it must be part of, a conscious broadening of the caucus of nations who
feel committed to reforming but also safeguarding an order grounded in rules
and a conception of the common good.

These are just the core tenets that will guide Global Britain for the coming
decade, but they are crucial.

A focus on science and tech yes to make Britain richer, but also to help the
world develop good ethics around AI, genomics, the internet.

A commitment to free trade to create British jobs, but also to offer the
developing world a more compelling model of economic growth than debt
servitude.

A clear and unequivocal commitment to security to defend the British people,
but also to build up better governance in countries abroad.

And an absolute commitment to be a force for good in the world, to help the
global south, but also to expand British interests.

Now let me finish with a pledge. US Secretary of State Dean Acheson described
foreign policy in the post-war era as like being ‘present at the creation’ of
a new world. Well I believe we bear an equally humbling responsibility today.

So today the British government undertakes to work with our allies, to do
whatever it takes to make that new world a better one for all of our people,
and for the planet itself.

Because if these islands, if this rainy archipelago off the European coast,
has a particular destiny, it’s surely to act as a beacon of hope at home and
abroad, to fight for peace and prosperity, to defeat the enemies of mankind,
and to act as a force for good.

That is our mission. That’s our promise. Thank you very much.



Amanda Spielman’s speech at the ASCL
Annual Conference 2021

This conference comes at an interesting time – your first or second week with
everyone back after a long lockdown. I’m sure it’s been intense, and I want
to say thank you for everything that you’ve been doing to bring your
communities back. I hope it’s for good this time.

This may not be the first reopening of the pandemic, but there have been even
more hurdles to clear third time around. You’ve all had to get testing up and
running, along with the other measures that come with having children back –
managing ‘bubbles’, masks, staggered starts and the rest of it.

Everything we’re hearing says that you’ve more than risen to the challenge.

And spring has brought with it a sense of optimism. With the vaccination
programme in full swing and cases receding, it does feel as though education
is on firmer ground this time.

The importance of reopening
Opening schools was absolutely the right decision for children, who’ve missed
out on so much through these repeated lockdowns.

The findings from our work since September remind us starkly of the ground to
be made up. Despite all your efforts almost every child – regardless of
background – has been affected to some degree.

And of course, that’s not just about academic learning, as you’ll be acutely
aware. Being cooped up for weeks and months on end has piled on the misery
for otherwise sociable and active children. So many have been bored and
lonely – and getting very little exercise. Teachers have even reported to us
that younger children have lost very basic skills, such as using a pencil,
having lost the daily practice that comes from being in school.

We’re also concerned about the children who’ve been hidden from view. School
closures have made it much harder for you to keep a watchful eye on the most
vulnerable children. Yet another reason why I’m sure you’re relieved to have
everyone together again.

Remote education
Then of course there was the mammoth effort to get remote education up and
running. You have been working incredibly hard to help children learn at
home.

And there’s been a great deal of progress with remote education since the
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first lockdown, when the national picture was very uneven. Our latest
inspections show that schools have been setting clearer and higher
expectations for children, and doing more to monitor remote education.

But it’s increasingly clear that for most children, remote education can
never replace the classroom, however hard teachers try. It was a necessary
stop gap, but one that reinforced just how important it is for children to be
in school – for academic, social and health reasons.

We all recognise that some children didn’t have access to technology, or even
a quiet space at home to learn. Children with SEND struggled without their
usual support services, making it harder to access the curriculum at home.
But for all the focus on access to remote education, perhaps the biggest
challenge in all this has been motivation. And some parents simply had more
time and capacity than others to help children get down to their schoolwork.
As you told us on our visits this term, a significant minority of children
just haven’t been engaging.

With the best will in the world, schools haven’t been able to avert an
epidemic of demotivated children. Heads have told us that even the hardest-
working pupils lost enthusiasm as time went on. Remote education requires
great self-discipline – and that’s something that home-working adults
struggle with, let alone children.

That’s not to say that this experience hasn’t been useful. As we’ve
highlighted in our research, you now have stronger approaches to remote
education for those who do need to learn at home – such as those with long
term illnesses.

Parent-teacher interaction has also been well-served by technology. Many
parents are probably more engaged with their children’s education now than
ever before. That could mark the beginning of stronger and more constructive
partnerships between teachers and parents.

All that aside, children – and I’m sure teachers – will greatly benefit if
learning remotely remains the exception, not the norm.

The catch-up effort
With all children back, it’s fair to say that the catch-up effort (for want
of a better phrase) is now beginning in earnest. I know nobody likes the
term, and we certainly don’t want to dent children’s morale by over-using it,
but we need to talk about the issue – whatever we call it.

We know that most children have learned less than usual over the past year.
You need to teach them from where they are, not where you would have liked
them to be.

The constraints of remote education have really hit subjects with a heavy
practical element – like design & technology, PE and music. Now that children
are back in school, you can give a more balanced experience, but the need for
trade-offs will remain.



So you will already be making tough choices about your curriculum: what to
prioritise; what to limit; what to omit. This is especially the case for
children nearing the end of a key stage.

Pupils and learners won’t benefit from racing through subjects at pace – so
that everything is covered to some degree, but little is covered well: a sort
of ‘never mind the quality, feel the width’ approach.

We all know that building and consolidating learning takes practice and
repetition. So, this is about schools making intelligent choices, not simply
cramming everything in. What do children absolutely have to know? What are
the building blocks that will help them move on to their next stage? What’s
less important? And crucially, how does this differ from subject to subject?
The approach that works for history, might not work for maths.

Compromises will have to be made. But please don’t assume that from our
perspective, superficial, but nominally complete, is the way to go.

This all means that accelerating children’s progress is rightly a national
priority, and there are many ideas up for discussion.

And while there are many routes to doing this, it’s clear that for most
children, getting back on track will happen through lessons in their normal
classrooms, with their normal teachers. Making that core experience as strong
as it can be, in terms both of what is taught and how it is taught, is
tremendously important.

That’s why I’ve said that schools know their children best, and what kind of
extra help they need.

Most importantly, any additional activity layered in should come with minimal
complexity or management burden.

Because there’s a risk that we overload schools and colleges if this isn’t
carefully thought through. Every intervention will have to be managed at the
receiving end, even if teachers don’t deliver it themselves. And that takes
staff time.

And Sir Kevan Collins is absolutely right to be focusing on time as well as
teaching. Teaching time has never been more precious than it is now. So, this
is also about making the most of every minute of the school day.

Just 15 minutes of teaching time each day adds up to more than 2 weeks over a
year. I’m sure that working as efficiently as possible is a top priority for
all of you.

I also believe that extensions of schooling will work well only if they are
well supported by families – so that they don’t feel like a punishment, for
children or for their parents. A recent IFS study showed that many parents
are sceptical about shortening summer holidays, for example.

Parents know that after a year of heavy restrictions, children need time with
their grandparents, with their friends, to get out of the house, and enjoy



themselves again. These are things that will help them learn well at school.

So, we ought to go with the grain. Without parental support, the children who
most need help may simply not turn up. Or if they have to stay longer in the
classroom, they may switch off and the extra time will be wasted. That risks
widening gaps, not closing them.

This all needs careful consideration and detailed planning. But the pay-off
for getting it right is enormous, and not just academically.

Children who are learning well and getting the wider school experiences –
cultural, sporting, artistic and so on – with positive interactions with
friends and staff – are likely to experience rapid improvement in wellbeing,
leaving scarce resources to be targeted at the children most in need of help
with mental health and other problems.

Continuous professional development (CPD)
In all the tumult of the last year inspection has rightly been far from your
minds – but before I say a little more about where we are now, I want to
revisit the pre-Covid conversation we were having with the profession about
inspection.

This conference is all about CPD – important for any profession, and
particularly so for education. And of course, high quality CPD isn’t just
good for school leaders and teachers, it’s good for pupils too.

So, what role does inspection play in professional development? Well in my
view, a significant one. There are several sides to inspection. Yes, it
reassures parents and reports to government – those are 2 core purposes of
our work. But inspection is also about adding value for the institutions we
inspect.

Despite some initial trepidation, I know that schools and colleges have
overwhelmingly found our visits and inspections over the last 2 terms to be
helpful and constructive. Leaders have generally valued the opportunity to
talk to a fellow professional about what’s gone well and what could improve.
We want to maintain that feeling of collaboration.

The education inspection framework (EIF) is still relatively new – it had
only been in place for 2 terms before the world was turned upside down. But
the early feedback from those of you who experienced an EIF inspection
suggested the framework is fair, and focused on the right things. And you
also said that that the feedback from inspectors would help identify
improvements.

An in-depth discussion about the curriculum – what pupils are being taught,
how well they are being taught it, and how it sets them up for their next
stage, is surely professional development in itself.

And that dialogue is at the EIF’s core. It focuses much more on those
professional conversations with you and your staff, and much less on data and
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performance measures. It brings the inspection conversation back to the
curriculum and treats teachers as experts in your fields rather than as data
managers – and that’s something many of you have valued.

And these conversations about curriculum will be critical as we move forward.

Next steps
I’m sure you are expecting me to say something about where Ofsted is now and
what we plan to do next.

I started by saying that we have good reason to be optimistic now. But I’m
under no illusions about the challenges that still exist, and we understand
that you are still under a great deal of pressure.

This term we’ve been carrying out monitoring inspections of lower graded
schools and colleges – and, as I said earlier, we’ve had good feedback from
you. We’re currently talking to stakeholders, including unions and
government, about the shape of our inspection activity for the summer term. I
can’t give you details today – we’ll be able to set that out shortly. But I
can tell you that what we’re discussing is a sensible and proportionate next
step, before returning to our normal inspection programme in the autumn.

Conclusion
As education gets back on steadier ground, there are plenty of challenges and
tough choices ahead. But rest assured that inspection is not there to derail
you.

I want Ofsted to play its part in helping schools and colleges get back on
track – through inspection and professional dialogue that contributes to
development. I want us to help, not hinder. And I certainly don’t want hard-
pressed teachers spending time on fruitless exercises to ‘prepare for
Ofsted’. That’s true in normal times and it’s vital right now. So please:
don’t run mocksteds, don’t bring in inspection consultants, don’t ask your
staff to document their activity over the last few months, on the off-chance
the inspector will call.

Just do the best for your pupils and students – in other words, what you
always do.

Because ultimately, we all want the same thing. We all want each and every
child to reach their full potential. No one wants to see a generation scarred
by the events of the last year, or harmed by being burdened with adult
anxiety. And I know that you will do everything in your power to make sure
children get to where they need to be.
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