Pilots to improve supported housing
for vulnerable people extended

e Supported housing pilots in Birmingham, Blackpool, Blackburn and Hull
will be extended for a further 6 months

e Pilots will test new approaches to improve standards in supported
housing — backed by an extra £2.3 million in funding

e Findings will inform future national policy on supported housing as part
of the government’s commitment to build back better

Four pilots to improve the standard and quality of supported housing in
England have been extended, backed by an additional £2.3 million, Minister
for Housing Eddie Hughes announced today (19 March 2021).

The pilots — in Birmingham, Hull, Blackpool, Bristol and Blackburn — were
launched in October to test innovative approaches to drive up standards and
ensure vulnerable people receive the tailored support they need — with
findings to inform future national policy.

The pilots have been extended for another 6 months so that councils can build
on their work so far, improving support for residents and value for money.
The pilots will also strengthen enforcement in the sector, such as
accommodation inspections, to crack down on the small number of landlords who
provide poor-quality homes and inadequate support to the vulnerable people
living there.

In supported housing, accommodation is provided alongside care, support or
supervision to help people live as independently as possible in the
community. The pilots are focused on short-term supported accommodation,
which is often for vulnerable people such as those with experience of
homelessness, mental health issues or domestic abuse, aiming to provide them
with the skills to enter longer-term independent accommodation.

Examples of innovative new approaches include:

e Hull City Council are testing new ways of tackling Housing Benefit fraud
to challenge landlords exploiting the system, moving into the sector to
claim enhanced benefit payments while providing minimal support. This
new approach includes taking legal action where necessary.

e Birmingham City Council are working with West Midlands Police to tackle
criminal exploitation of vulnerable people in supported housing by
organised crime groups, by sharing information with local neighbourhood
policing teams.

e In Blackpool, the council is carrying out a review of its supported
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housing for domestic abuse victims and their children to ensure
residents are receiving appropriate tailored support.

e Blackburn City Council are working with networks of other local councils
across the North West to share and develop best practice in driving up
standards.

Over the next 6 months the 4 councils will gather more data and evaluate
their work so that the government can fully assess the impact of the pilots
and introduce national changes.

Eddie Hughes MP, Minister for Rough Sleeping and Housing said:

Supporting the most vulnerable people in our society is a priority
for the government as we build back better. It is unacceptable that
some vulnerable people are living in sub-standard supported
accommodation, receiving insufficient help that does not meet their
needs.

We are determined to take action to drive up standards across the
sector and by extending the pilots in Birmingham, Hull, Blackpool
and Blackburn we can continue test innovative new approaches. From
this, we will develop long-term nation-wide solutions, and ensure
vulnerable people get high quality accommodation and the support
they need.

DWP Minister Baroness Stedman-Scott said:

The decision to extend these pilots reinforces our commitment to
the most vulnerable people in our communities.

Supported housing has the power to change lives and we will work
with partners to improve standards and ensure this vital support is
available for those who need it, when they need it most.

Kate Henderson, Chief Executive of the National Housing Federation said:

We welcome the news that government is extending these supported
housing pilots. They are an important step towards promoting high
standards in supported housing — something which housing
associations are absolutely committed to. The extension and
additional funding will give local authorities and housing
associations a chance to complete the in-depth work they set out to
do.

Supported housing plays a vital role in our society, ensuring that
thousands of people have the home and support they need to live

independent and healthy lives. We must continue to invest in it and
develop it, including building more supported housing to help more



people access these desperately needed services.

The pilots sit alongside a National Statement of Expectation, published in
October 2020, which sets out standards and quality expected by government in
supported housing and best practice across the sector.

During the pandemic the government has worked closely with councils and the
sector to offer vulnerable people safe accommodation and support.

That work is ongoing and in January the government had successfully supported
over 37,000 people, with 11,000 in emergency accommodation and 26,000
supported into longer-term settled accommodation.

In October we also launched a pilot in Bristol. Bristol City Council has not
submitted a bid for funding for phase two of the pilots but will still carry
out inspections and monitoring of the city’s supported housing units in the
coming months.

The pilots are intended to improve quality of non-commissioned provision in
priority areas. The measures will test different to oversight carefully and
proportionately, in a way that will not impact good quality, legitimate
providers. The pilots will involve joined up, collaborative working between
local partners.

Examples of people who might live in supported housing include:

e Older people with support needs

People with a learning disability

People with a physical disability

Autistic people with a support need

Individuals and families at risk of or who have experienced homelessness
People recovering from drug or alcohol dependence

People with experience of the criminal justice system

Young people with a support need (such as care leavers or teenage
parents)

People with mental ill health

Biometrics and Forensics Ethics Group
reappoints seven members

News story

Seven members were today reappointed for a second term to the Biometrics and
Forensics Ethics Group.
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The Biometrics and Forensics Ethics group is pleased to announce the
reappointment of seven of its existing members.

The members have been reappointed for a second three-year term and will use
their wealth of experience to continue to provide the BFEG with valuable
advice on ethical considerations in the use of biometrics, forensics, and
complex data.

The seven reappointed members are:

e Professor Louise Amoore, Professor of Human Geography at Durham
University

e Professor Liz Campbell, Director of the Centre for Criminal Law and
Criminal Justice

e Professor Simon Caney, Professor in Political Theory at the University
of Warwick

e Professor Mark Jobling, Professor of Genetics at the University of
Leicester

e Professor Thomas Edward Sorrell, Professor of Politics and Philosophy at
the University of Warwick

e Professor Denise Syndercombe-Court, Professor of Forensic Science at
Kings College London

e Dr Peter Waggett, Director of Research at IBM
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Timothy Brehmer'’s sentence increased
by the Court of Appeal

Timothy Brehmer has had his jail sentence increased after it was referred to
the Court of Appeal under the Unduly Lenient Sentence (ULS) scheme.
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Brehmer, 41 years old and a serving police officer, had been conducting an
affair with Claire Parry for around 10 years, but in the weeks running up to
May 2020 they had argued several times.

On 9 May 2020 they met in Brehmer’s car when another argument took place,
ending with Claire Parry texting Brehmer’s wife from his phone, stating that
he was having an affair. During the argument that followed, Brehmer took hold
of Claire Parry’s neck and compressed it with such force that she lost
consciousness, causing neck injuries resulting in her death.

In an attempt to cover up his crime, Brehmer used a pocketknife to wound
himself and claimed that he had been stabbed by his victim. However, he was
arrested at the scene. He later retracted that statement and at his trial he
sought to defend himself by claiming that he had tried to eject Claire Parry
from his car, accidentally injuring her in the process.

On 28 October 2020, Brehmer was found guilty of manslaughter by the jury and
sentenced to 10 Years and 6 months’ imprisonment at Winchester Crown Court.

Following the court’s decision, the sentence was referred to the Court of
Appeal under the ULS scheme. On 19 March 2021, the Court found the sentence
to be unduly lenient and increased it to 13 years and 6 months’ imprisonment.

After the hearing at the Court of Appeal the newly appointed Attorney
General, Rt Hon Michael Ellis QC MP, said:

Because of his actions, Claire Parry’s family have lost a wife and
mother, and her community have lost a dedicated nurse. I greatly
welcome the decision by the Court of Appeal today to increase
Brehmer'’s sentence.

Normal jobcentre opening hours resume
from 12 April

Press release

From 12 April, jobcentres in England, Scotland and Wales will return to their
pre-lockdown opening hours.
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e Covid secure jobcentres have remained open throughout the pandemic,
supporting the most vulnerable in society.

e Increasing access to jobcentres will allow more people to get the
support they need to get back into work.

While jobcentres have remained open and fully operational throughout the
pandemic for those who really need it, and Work Coaches have continued to
support all their customers virtually — opening hours were temporarily
shortened to 10am to 2pm at the start of this national lockdown in line with
the toughened restrictions.

Throughout the pandemic, the Department for Work and Pensions has played a
crucial role in supporting people across the UK, processing millions of
claims to Universal Credit and delivering the Government’s Plan for Jobs,
including the £2 billion Kickstart programme for 6-month work placements for
Universal Credit claimants aged 16-24 at risk of unemployment.

Media enquiries for this press release — 020 3267 5144
Follow DWP on:
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Area SEND inspections to restart

News story

Revisits to areas with a written statement of action will start from April
2021. Full inspection will resume from June 2021.
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Area SEND inspections, which Ofsted carry out jointly with the Care Quality
Commission, are set to begin again. They were paused in March 2020, owing to
the impact of COVID-19.

From April 2021, we will start revisiting areas where we had significant
concerns about SEND provision when we last inspected them. The timescale for
revisiting will be determined by when those are as were required to produce a
written statement of action, which set out the significant concerns. The
areas will be given 10 working days’' notice ahead of a revisit.

We plan to restart full area SEND inspections from June 2021 at the earliest.
These visits will be to areas that have not yet been inspected under the
current framework. The precise restart date for full inspections will be kept
under review, subject to government guidance and any COVID-19 restrictions in
place at the time.

We are currently developing a new area SEND inspection framework. We will
continue to engage stakeholders on the framework’s design and we will consult
publicly as part of its development.
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