
Work of Strategic Command personnel
recognised in Operational Honours list

News story

Members of Strategic Command have been recognised in the Operational Honours
List for their services to defence.

The list recognises the bravery, commitment and commendable service of armed
forces personnel.

The following individuals from Strategic Command have been recognised:

Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service (QCVS)

British Army Lieutenant Colonel R P J Kace

United States Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer)

Royal Air Force Air Commodore J Burr, CBE DFC

United States Legion of Merit (Degree of Legionnaire)

British Army Colonel L J Drummond, MBE.
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Foreign Secretary statement on China
sanctions

Press release
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The Foreign Secretary has issued a statement on China’s decision to sanction
nine UK citizens.

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:

It speaks volumes that, while the UK joins the international
community in sanctioning those responsible for human rights abuses,
the Chinese government sanctions its critics. If Beijing want to
credibly rebut claims of human rights abuses in Xinjiang, it should
allow the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights full access to
verify the truth.
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HRH The Prince of Wales congratulates
Bangladesh on its Golden Jubilee and
celebrates the shared values of the UK
and Bangladesh

Reflecting on the past fifty years, The Prince commended Bangladesh’s
remarkable achievements, including: bringing more than 50 million people out
of extreme poverty since 1990; increasing life expectancy and reducing infant
mortality; and turning the economy into one of the fastest-growing in the
world.

The Prince also commended Bangladesh’s “considerable leadership on tackling
the existential threats from accelerating climate change” and welcomed “the
role of The Honourable Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, in chairing the Climate
Vulnerable Forum of nations most affected by the multiple threats of global
warming, climate change and biodiversity loss”.
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The Prince, who is Royal Founding Patron of the British Asian Trust, noted
the Trust’s support for Bangladesh, and highlighted the Trust’s work in the
past year which has included setting up COVID-19 sample collection kiosks,
building on mental health awareness by providing counselling services, and
supporting children missing out on school through a virtual education
initiative.

Contemplating the pandemic, The Prince acknowledged the “dreadfully heavy
impact on so many lives and livelihoods” and expressed “heartfelt gratitude
to frontline workers helping to keep Bangladesh safe during these difficult
times, and to the many British Bangladeshis who contribute so much to the
National Health Service in the UK”.

The Prince went on to recognise the 600,000 strong British-Bangladeshi
diaspora community and the “incredible contribution this community has made
to all walks of British life”.

In closing, The Prince observed that the UK and Bangladesh “have a shared
history, a shared constitutional commitment to freedom, the rule of law, free
speech and democracy and an affection which continues to bind us in
friendship.

“We come together today in the context of the Commonwealth, as friends and
beneficiaries of a common heritage. We shall remain together as partners over
the years to come.

“I send my fondest wishes to Bangladesh and all those celebrating this very
special occasion. Shadhinotar ponchash bochhore Bangladesh ke amar
obhinandan!”

Further information

British High Commission Dhaka
United Nations Road
Baridhara
Dhaka – 1212
Bangladesh

Email: Dhaka.Press@fco.gov.uk

Follow the British High Commissioner to Bangladesh on Twitter: @RCDicksonUK

Follow the British High Commission Dhaka on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and
Linkedin

mailto:press.dhaka@fco.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/RCdicksonUK
https://twitter.com/ukinbangladesh
https://www.facebook.com/ukinbangladesh
https://www.instagram.com/ukandbangladesh/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/britishhighcommission


Operational Honours and Awards list
March 2021

News story

The latest Operational Honours and Awards List recognises the bravery,
commitment and commendable service of service personnel within the military.

The serving personnel who have won from the array of awards and decorations
have shown outstanding examples of courage and dedication to their work while
on operation.

The service they have given to the country ensures that Britain remains ready
to face intensifying threats at home and abroad.

The full list is below:

Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE)

Colonel Douglas Malcolm George BOWLEY, QHS

Surgeon Lieutenant Colonel Jeremy Hart LEWIN, The Blues and Royals
(Royal Horse Guards and 1st Dragoons)

Wing Commander Morgan WILLIAMS, Royal Air Force

Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE)

Acting Lieutenant Colonel (now Major) Romesh Vanendra CHINNADURAI, The
Royal Logistic Corps

Major Damien Alexander MEAD, The Royal Regiment of Scotland
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Major Dominic Joseph Andrew DIAS, Corps of Royal Engineers

Mention in Dispatches (MID)

Lance Corporal Michael Thomas CAMERON, Royal Army Medical Corps

Lance Corporal (now Corporal) John WARDLE, Royal Army Medical Corps

Queens Commendation for Valuable Service

Commander Robin DONOVAN, Royal Navy

Lieutenant Commander Andrew NOLAN, Royal Navy

Lieutenant Colonel (now Colonel) Sam Edward Armel CATES, The Rifles

Corporal Modou FAYE, Adjutant General’s Corps (Staff and Personnel
Support Branch)

Lance Corporal (now Corporal) Anne Louise GOWDY, Intelligence Corps

Lieutenant Colonel Robert Paul James KACE, The Royal Dragoon Guards

Acting Major (now Captain) Oliver James LEWIS, Corps of Royal Engineers

Lieutenant Colonel William John MCKERAN, MBE, Intelligence Corps

Warrant Officer Class 2 Paul Stephen NANCOLLIS, The Rifles

Major Simon James PIERSON, Royal Corps of Signals

Wing Commander Edward Stephen KENWORTHY, Royal Air Force
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Next phase of £165 million programme
for vulnerable families launched

Successful programme to support vulnerable families launches its next
phase, backed by £165 million in funding for 2021 to 2022.
Over 400,000 vulnerable families supported to build brighter futures
since 2015.
Number of children going into care reduced through the programme, and
the number of adults going to prison.
New additional £7.9 million fund launched to improve how councils use
data to support families, including by providing key workers with the
information that they need.

The next phase of the government’s flagship programme to support some of the
most vulnerable families in society has been launched by Housing Secretary
Robert Jenrick today (26 March 2021), backed by £165 million funding.

The newly named ‘Supporting Families’ programme, previously known as the
‘Troubled Families’ programme, includes work to support people to leave
abusive relationships, get the right joined-up support for those with mental
health issues and help people to find work – all part of the government’s
comprehensive programme of work to support and unite communities.

Through the programme, which began in 2012 – families are assigned a
dedicated keyworker, who works with every member of the family and brings
local services together to resolve issues at an early stage, before they
develop into more significant problems.

Since 2015, over 400,000 vulnerable families have received support to help
them turn their lives around and build brighter futures, and over 870,000
families have benefited from the programme’s ‘whole family’ approach to
tackling problems.

The programme has delivered significant results while reducing costs of
services for the taxpayer – with the proportion of children supported by the
programme going into care reduced by a third and the proportion of adults
going to prison reduced by a quarter.

Housing Secretary, Rt Hon. Robert Jenrick MP said:

Working hand in hand with local councils and other partners we have
helped over 400,000 vulnerable families.

For the next phase, Supporting Families will continue this
important work backed by £165 million funding to help families with
multiple complex problems to overcome difficulties as early as
possible. It is a critical part of our moral mission to tackle
intergenerational unemployment, crime, domestic abuse and family
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breakdown.

As we come out of the COVID-19 pandemic it is more important than
ever we support families. The last year has shown what can be
achieved if different agencies act as one and wrap their arms
around the most vulnerable. That is the objective of Supporting
Families, the renewed programme to turn around lives and help
families to achieve their potential.

Eddie Hughes MP, Minister for Housing and Rough Sleeping said:

The government is supporting the most vulnerable in our communities
and the Supporting Families programme will help us to make lasting
change to many more lives”.

By working with every member of a family and bringing local
services together, Supporting Families keyworkers get to the heart
of the multiple and connected difficulties many families face and
tackle them early – overcoming obstacles before they develop into
something more serious and reducing the cost of services to the
taxpayer.

During the pandemic, services funded by the programme played a vital role in
helping families, providing access to food and equipment for children home
learning. To continue to build relationships and ensure families were
supported during lockdown, local areas introduced virtual meetups and garden
or doorstep visits, within the social distancing guidelines and restrictions.

Building stronger data is key focus of the next phase of the programme, and
the government today announced the launch of a new Data Accelerator Fund,
backed by £7.9 million in additional funding, to improve how councils use
data to support vulnerable families.

This includes identifying families that need support and helping frontline
workers get the information they need. Councils will be able to bid for this
funding, split over two years, to set up new data projects.

The government has today also published research on a £9.5 million Supporting
Families Against Youth Violence fund, which supported 21 areas to run
projects combatting knife crime between 2018 and 2020. The research showed
that a whole family approaches were seen as effective in preventing youth
crime.

The programme, previously named the ‘Troubled Families programme,’ will now
be known as ‘Supporting Families’, to better reflect the role that keyworkers
play.

The first phase of the Troubled Families programme ran from 2012-2015 and was
the first national programme aimed at driving real change in outcomes for
families with multiple problems and changing how services worked with them.



The second phase of the programme ran from 2015-2021 and built on this work,
but was co-designed with councils to allow a more flexible approach to be
taken in each area.

401,709 families reported successful outcomes since 2015. Please see further
information in the Troubled Families annual report 2020 to 2021

View the national review of the Troubled Families programme, covering
2015-2020.

Cost benefit analysis from 2019 suggest that the programme has reduced demand
on high cost acute services such as child protection, police and criminal
justice services – a key goal of the programme.

See more information about the new Data Accelerator Fund.
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