
UK, France and Germany condemn Iran’s
decision to further expand its nuclear
programme

Press release

The UK, France and Germany (the E3) have issued a joint statement condemning
the Iranian regime’s decision to further expand its nuclear programme.

The E3 said:

We, the governments of France, Germany and the United Kingdom
condemn Iran’s latest steps, as confirmed by the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), to further expand its nuclear
programme.

By increasing its production capabilities at Fordow and Natanz,
well beyond Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) limits, and
by accelerating its production of enriched uranium, Iran has taken
further significant steps in hollowing out the JCPoA.

Especially concerning is Iran’s decision to increase its production
of High Enriched Uranium (HEU) at its underground facility at the
Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant. Iran’s step is a challenge to the
global non-proliferation system. This step, which carries
significant proliferation-related risks, has no credible civilian
justification.

Iran’s actions are even more concerning since, 5 months ago, Iran
stopped implementing all JCPoA-related transparency measures.

Presenting this escalation as a reaction to the IAEA Board of
Governors’ adoption of a resolution calling for Iran’s cooperation
on safeguards is unacceptable. Iran is legally obliged under the
Non-Proliferation Treaty to fully implement its safeguards
agreement.
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We will continue to consult, alongside international partners, on
how best to address Iran’s continued nuclear escalation.
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New legal powers to support Armed
Forces families and Veterans

Defence Ministers have backed a new legal Duty that supports Armed
Forces personnel, their families and Veterans.
The Duty, introduced today, puts legal responsibility on local services
to embody the Armed Forces Covenant, a key mechanism that helps the UK
Armed Forces and Veterans.
The Covenant itself has existed for more than a decade, has nearly
10,000 signatories, and helps ensure a wide range of support for those
who serve their country.

Defence Ministers have backed a stronger legal requirement on local services
to support Armed Forces personnel, their families, and the Veterans
community.

From today (22 Nov), councils, NHS Trusts and other local bodies across the
UK providing services to the Forces community, will be required to adhere to
a new legal Duty that reflects the key values of the Armed Forces Covenant.

This means that authorities must now consider how their decision-making
impacts upon members of the Armed Forces community. For example, schools
should consider if a parent is a member of the Forces community and give due
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consideration to their requirement for flexible leave depending upon the
requirements of their military career.

The services covered include healthcare, housing and education, and the newly
appointed Minister responsible for supporting the people of Defence has given
his personal backing.

Minister for Defence People, Veterans and Service Families, Dr
Andrew Murrison, said:

Armed Forces men and women do extraordinary things and put
themselves in the way of danger. We must always do the right thing
by them and their families.

Today we build on progress over the past ten years in mainstreaming
the Armed Forces Covenant, increasing its legal strength and
obliging service providers to make it work.

The introduction of the Covenant ‘Duty of Due Regard’ further reinforces
Defence’s unwavering commitment to support our world-class Armed Forces, and
their families, as well as those who have served their country previously.

The Duty, which also honours the broader Government commitment to the UK
Forces community, was included in the Armed Forces Bill of 2021, enshrining
it in law.

In addition to personnel and veterans living in England, the Duty will also
apply to those in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, ensuring that all are
supported and face no disadvantage, wherever they choose to live.

Draft Legislation: Ship Safety – the
Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection)
Regulations 2023

The Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection) Regulations 2023 were today (22
November 2022) published as a draft, along with an accompanying draft
explanatory memorandum.

The draft regulations revoke and replace the Merchant Shipping (Fire
Protection: Large Ships) Regulations 1998 (SI 1998/1012) (‘the 1998
regulations’), the Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection) Regulations 2003 (SI
2003/2950) (‘the 2003 regulations’) and makes other consequential amendments
to implement the most up to date requirements of chapter II-2 in the annex to
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the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (‘the
convention’), relating to safety measures for fire protection on ships.

The draft regulations are being published for 28 days. Following the
conclusion of this period, and once any observations on the draft regulations
have been taken into account, they will be laid for approval by each House of
Parliament. This procedure is required under paragraph 14 of schedule 8 to
the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 because these regulations revoke an
instrument, the 1998 regulations, that was made under section 2(2) of the
European Communities Act 1972.

Statutory statements explaining the steps taken to publish the draft
regulations and the reasons for the revocation of the provision made by
section 2(2) are contained in the annex to the draft explanatory memorandum.

The draft regulations implement requirements for fire protection on ships in
chapter II-2 of the annex to the convention, including previously
unimplemented requirements to improve fire detection and suppression on cabin
balconies for tanker ships to carry an oxygen measuring meter and portable
gas detector and other measures.

The updated measures in chapter II are in force internationally, but the
measures must also be incorporated into our national legislation to enable
them to be enforced effectively, most notably to discourage non-compliance by
non-UK flagged ships in UK waters, which would be detrimental to the safety
of shipping in UK coastal areas.

The draft regulations will ensure that UK law includes increased safety
standards for fire protection on both UK flagged ships and non-UK flagged
ships within the scope of the convention operating in UK waters.

The draft regulations also include an ambulatory reference provision to
ensure that future amendments to chapter II-2 referred to in the draft
regulations will automatically become UK law when they enter into force
internationally.

As described in the accompanying draft explanatory memorandum, a ministerial
statement will be provided to both Houses of Parliament ahead of any
amendment to chapter II-2 referenced in the draft regulations, prior to it
coming into force in UK law by way of the ambulatory reference provision.

The draft regulations and the accompanying draft explanatory memorandum can
be found on GOV.UK.

Authorisation application deadlines
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for Christmas period 2022

News story

Validation during the Christmas period 2022 for an application for a MA,
ManA, WDA, Batch Release, Specific Batch Control and Export Certificate.

Our offices will be closed on Monday 26, Tuesday 27 December and Monday 2
January.

Contact via telephone will be limited during the Christmas period but please
continue to send enquiries to postmaster@vmd.gov.uk.

Validation during the Christmas Period 2022

Marketing Authorisation applications

The last validation meeting to discuss applications for new Marketing
Authorisations (MAs) will take place on 15 December. New applications to be
considered for validation must be received on or before 12 December. Weekly
validation meetings will resume from 3 January 2023.

All other applications must be received by 19 December to ensure they are
dealt with during the Christmas period. Any applications received after this
date will be dealt with from 3 January 2022.

For further information contact the team at s.response@vmd.gov.uk.

Manufacturing and Wholesale Dealer Authorisation applications
(new and variations)

The last day for validation of applications for Authorisations for
Manufacturers, Blood Banks, Equine Stem Cell Centres and Wholesale Dealers
(new and variations) will be on 16 December. To be considered for validation
by this date, please ensure that your application reaches us by 12 December.
The validation discussions will resume from 3 January 2022.

For further information contact the team at inspections@vmd.gov.uk
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Export Certificates

Your application for an export certificate must be received by 16 December to
ensure it is dealt with during the Christmas period. Any applications
received after this date will be dealt with from 3 January 2022.

For further information contact the team at exportcert@vmd.gov.uk.

Specific Batch Control-PVMP

Your application must be received by 19 December to ensure it is dealt with
during the Christmas period. Any applications received after this date will
be dealt with from 3 January 2022.

For further information contact the team at s.response@vmd.gov.uk.

Batch Release Requests-IVMP

Your batch release request must be received by 19 December to ensure it is
dealt with during the Christmas period. Any requests received after this date
will be dealt with from 3 January 2022.

For further information contact batchr@vmd.gov.uk.
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