
Schools and colleges to benefit from
boost in expert mental health support

More than £17 million announced to improve mental health and wellbeing
support in schools and colleges, part of Government’s commitment to
build back better for every young person
New funding to train thousands of senior mental health leads, for school
and college staff and to provide helpful resources
Builds on Government’s commitment to making mental health and wellbeing
a central part of education recovery work

Thousands of children and young people will benefit from better support and
expert advice in school and college thanks to a new multi-million package of
mental health support designed to help them recover from the challenges of
the pandemic.

As part of Mental Health Awareness week, the Government has today (Monday 10
May) announced more than £17 million to build on mental health support
already available in education settings, as it continues to prioritise
wellbeing alongside academic recovery.

Up to 7,800 schools and colleges in England will be offered funding worth
£9.5 million to train a senior mental health lead from their staff in the
next academic year, part of the Government’s commitment to offering this
training to all state schools and colleges by 2025.

Funding also includes a new £7 million Wellbeing for Education Recovery
programme, which provides free expert training, support and resources for
staff dealing with children and young people experiencing additional
pressures from the last year – including trauma, anxiety, or grief. The
programme builds on the success of the Department for Education’s Wellbeing
for Education Return, used by more than 90% of councils since its launch last
summer.

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

“I know how difficult the pandemic has been for many children and young
people’s mental health and wellbeing, and the next few months will be crucial
in supporting their recovery. Getting back into the classroom was a vital
step in this process but success in school and college goes beyond an
excellent education – as parents we want our children to feel settled, calm
and happy while they learn.

“That’s why we’re providing new funding to make experts available for
support, advice and early intervention or specialist help, so every young
person knows who and where to turn to as we build back better after the
pandemic.”

The Department for Education will also fund an adapted ‘Link’ programme which
is designed to improve partnerships between health and education leaders in
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local areas, raise awareness of mental health concerns and improve referrals
to specialist help when needed.

The next Mental Health in Education Action Group, to take place on Monday 24
May, will continue to build on this support for all education settings,
staff, parents, children and young people. Led by Ministers, and including
Youth Mental Health Ambassador Dr Alex George, the work aims to better align
the education and mental health sectors, including charities, to address
concerns among leaders and staff about how best to support their pupils and
students post-pandemic.

Children and Families Minister Vicky Ford said:

“The past year has been incredibly difficult for so many children and young
people whose resilience in the face of so much change has been heroic . Staff
have been working so hard to support their pupils so I’m thrilled to be able
to reassure them that we’re increasing funding, specialist support and
training materials for expert care – building on the success of Wellbeing for
Education Return and ensuring that the help is there for the children who
need it.” Minister for Mental Health, Nadine Dorries, said:

“Our children and young people have faced unique challenges over the course
of this very difficult and unsettling pandemic, and while they have shown
great resilience, I recognise the need for additional support. “It is
essential that children and young people can access the support they need and
this extra funding further cements our commitment to their wellbeing,
equipping them with the tools to look after their mental health.”

To support staff mental health, the Department for Education will also launch
an Education Staff Wellbeing Charter this week, with a cross-sector
commitment to protect and promote the wellbeing of all staff working in
schools and colleges. The Department has also appointed Timewise – the
national flexible working training provider – to train staff to implement
flexible working where possible, and eight flexible working ambassador
schools have been appointed to champion best practice and work with other
schools locally.

Within the higher education sector, Universities Minister Michelle Donelan
and incoming President of Universities UK Professor Steve West will jointly
chair a new roundtable on suicide prevention in June. Through this they will
develop and support the adoption of the Suicide Safer Universities framework
and promote good practice in the sector, helping to make sure students are
well supported during their time at university.

Universities Minister Michelle Donelan said:

“Students and university staff have faced disruption and uncertainty over the
past year, and supporting their mental health and wellbeing remains a top
priority.

“The Suicide Prevention roundtable with UUK is an important step in our
commitment to supporting higher education providers to care for their



students experiencing mental health issues, and I am proud to be a part of
it. I strongly urge anyone who is struggling with mental health issues to
seek help from their local NHS trust, which now provides dedicated, 24-hour
support lines, including suicide prevention support.”

Stratford-on-Avon looks forward to
more efficient property market thanks
to digital register

News story

Council joins lengthening list of local authorities transferring their local
land charges data to HM Land Registry.

Image credit: Caron Badkin/Shutterstock.com

From today (Monday 10 May), anyone requiring local land charges (LLC)
searches in the local authority area of Stratford-on-Avon District Council
will need to get them from HM Land Registry rather than going directly to the
council.

Phil Grafton, Head of Law and Governance at Stratford-on-Avon District
Council, said:

We are pleased to have migrated our local land charges data onto HM
Land Registry’s central, digital register. In doing so, we are
providing confidence in the accuracy of the data and helping to
improve the efficiency of buying and selling property in Stratford-
on-Avon.
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Allison Bradbury, Head of Local Land Charges Implementation at HM Land
Registry, said:

We have worked together closely with Stratford-on-Avon District
Council to migrate their complex dataset to our national, digital
Local Land Charges Register. I am delighted that people buying
property in Stratford will now have access to instant local land
charges search results, making it quicker and simpler to buy and
sell property in the area.

Local land charges searches are normally required in the property-buying
process. Most local land charges are restrictions or prohibitions on the use
of the property such as planning permissions or listed buildings. The local
land charges search will reveal whether a property is subject to a charge
which then informs a buyer’s decision to buy a property or parcel of land.

HM Land Registry is working in partnership with local authorities to migrate
their local land charges data to a central, digital register as part of a
phased approach. Once migrated, anyone will be able to get instant online
search results using the Search for Local Land Charges service.

HM Land Registry’s business customers can use their existing portal and
Business Gateway channels or their usual search providers to access local
land charges data for those local authorities which have migrated.

Customers will need to continue to submit CON29 enquiries to the local
authority.

For an overview of the service, watch our short video.

For more information, read about the Local Land Charges Programme.

Published 10 May 2021

New guidance published to prevent use
of vehicles as weapons in terror
attacks

robust new guidance published to minimise risk of commercial vehicles
being used in an attack
operators encouraged to improve knowledge of potential risks and develop
rigorous security plans
latest step taken by government to boost safety and reduce likelihood of
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terrorists and criminals gaining access to commercial vehicles

New guidance designed to prevent commercial vehicles, including vans,
lorries, buses, coaches and even cranes, from being used as weapons in acts
of terrorism has been published today (10 May 2021).

The standard, which has been published by the British Standards Institution
(BSI) and sponsored by the Department for Transport, sets out a raft of
security measures to prevent criminals and terrorists from accessing
commercial vehicles.

To meet the new requirements, operators must:

improve their knowledge of potential risks and determine which of those
risks apply to their business
develop a security management plan
assess risk exposure
put in place management and accountability for security

Other requirements will include checks of drivers’ references and previous
employment history and also regular visual checks of vehicles for signs of
tampering.

To ensure this new standard is met, the government is working with the
industry to develop accreditation and certification schemes for commercial
vehicle firms, with further details to be announced in due course.

Attacks on the public involving vehicles, which have been targeted due to
their size and potential impact, have had tragic consequences in recent
years, including in the Westminster and London Bridge attacks of 2017.

Today’s announcement not only aims to create barriers to carrying out these
types of attack but could also assist the fight against serious and organised
crime, including helping to minimise the risk of drug and people smuggling.

In 2019, people smuggling resulted in the deaths of 39 Vietnamese nationals,
whose bodies were found in a lorry container in Essex. The new guidance is
designed to minimise the risk of similar tragic events, which put lives in
danger, from happening again.

Transport Minister Robert Courts said:

This is vital new guidance which will go a long way to help us in
our fight against terrorism and organised crime. I wholeheartedly
support this move and the British Standards Institution in their
important work.

Terror attacks and organised crime involving commercial vehicles
have had tragic and devastating effects in recent years, with every
life lost leaving an unimaginable void in the lives of so many.

This government will continue to work tirelessly to ensure the



British public are kept safe.

Nick Fleming, Head of Mobility and Transport Standards at BSI, said:

This new standard, developed with operators of commercial vehicles,
encourages good practice in the managing of security risks that may
help to reduce the threat of vehicles being used in acts that may
cause intentional harm to the public or for organised crime.

The standard highlights the growing importance of physical vehicle
security measures to help prevent such criminal acts taking place.

The new standard has been developed by transport, safety and crime experts,
and is targeted at operators of light and heavy goods vehicles, as well as
those of public service vehicles and mobile plant, such as cranes and tip
trucks.

Sir David Attenborough named COP26
People’s Advocate ahead of crucial UN
climate change summit

Broadcaster and natural historian to work with the UK as host of COP26
to inspire action in the run up to the summit
Sir David will address world leaders and the public ahead of and at
Glasgow in November
This appointment marks the pivotal moment of 6 months to go to COP26.

Sir David Attenborough becomes COP26 People’s Advocate for the UK’s
Presidency of the UN climate change summit in Glasgow this November.

With six months to go before the UK brings world leaders together for key
climate talks, the renowned natural historian and broadcaster will put
forward the compelling case to global leaders, key decision makers and the
public for why climate action matters, to evidence the progress underway, and
to highlight the actions decision makers will need to take ahead of and at
COP26.

He will address world leaders at major international events over the next six
months, including the G7 Summit in Cornwall in June, to firmly put climate
and the protection of nature at the top of their agenda, and he has also been
invited to address world leaders and the public at the Glasgow Summit – the
most important climate meeting since the signing of the Paris Agreement in
2015.
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

Sir David Attenborough has already inspired millions of people in
the UK and around the world with his passion and knowledge to act
on climate change and protect the planet for future generations.
There is no better person to build momentum for further change as
we approach the COP26 climate summit in November. I am hugely
grateful to Sir David for agreeing to be our People’s Advocate.

On being appointed COP26 People’s Advocate, Sir David Attenborough said:

I am greatly honoured to be given the role of People’s Advocate.
There could not be a more important moment that we should have
international agreement. The epidemic has shown us how crucial it
is to find agreement among nations if we are to solve such
worldwide problems. But the problems that await us within the next
5 – 10 years are even greater. It is crucial that these meetings in
Glasgow, COP26, have success, and that at last the nations will
come together to solve the crippling problems that the world now
faces.

Sir David has previously stressed the importance of COP26. Addressing the UN
Security Council in February, on the invitation of Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, he described COP26 as possibly “our last opportunity to make the
necessary step-change” towards protecting the planet.

COP26 President-Designate, Alok Sharma, said:

Climate change is the greatest threat facing humanity and the
stakes could not be higher for our planet. The next decade will be
make, or break, for cutting global emissions sufficiently to avoid
the worst effects of climate change. That is why I am delighted to
be working with Sir David, a hero for our country and our planet,
to inspire action ahead of COP26.

The appointment comes as Alok Sharma is urging governments, international
organisations, businesses, and civil society to accelerate bold pledges ahead
of the summit, to put the world on a path to net zero emissions by mid-
century.

Ends.

Notes to editors:

This year, the UK will host the UN climate change conference COP26, in1.
Glasgow with our partners, Italy. This will provide an opportunity for
the world to come together and commit to urgent action.



As hosts of COP26, the UK is leading by example during this2.
unprecedented time. Guided by science, we are investing in a green
recovery which creates sustainable jobs and addresses the urgent and
linked challenges of public health, climate change, and biodiversity
loss.
The UK is committed to working with all countries and joining forces3.
with civil society, companies and people on the frontline of climate
change to inspire action ahead of COP26.

UK calls for an end to the violence in
Jerusalem: Minister’s statement

Press release

James Cleverly, Minister for the Middle East and North Africa, has issued a
statement on the recent violence in Jerusalem.

Minister for the Middle East and North Africa, James Cleverly, said:

The UK appeals for calm, and calls for an end to the violence
witnessed in Jerusalem over recent days. All sides need to de-
escalate tensions in the final days of Ramadan.
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