
European Commission Decision Reliance
Procedure (EC DRP) extension

News story

European Commission Decision Reliance Procedure (ECDRP) now continues to be
available until 31 December 2023.

European Commission Decision Reliance Procedure has been extended by 12
months to apply across Great Britain until 31 December 2023, to ensure
British people continue to have timely access to medicines while MHRA develop
proposals for a new international reliance framework.

The launch of new medicines has long lead times and regulatory strategies are
planned months or years in advance. To provide suitable timeframe for the
right strategies to be developed that capitalise on the opportunities of
being a sovereign regulator, the European Commission Decision Reliance
Procedure (ECDRP) will be extended until 31 December 2023. This essential
mitigation reduces the risk of companies deprioritising GB for medicines
authorisation and therefore ensures patients continue to have timely access
to medicines.

The European Commission Decision Reliance Procedure (EC DRP) allows a company
to submit a product that has received approval from the EMA to the Medicines
and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). The MHRA can grant a
licence with a lighter touch review than they would normally conduct for that
medicinal product, relying on the EMA’s decision.

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has extended
the EC DRP to apply until 31 December 2023, in order to ensure GB patients
continue to access the latest innovative medicines that meet high standards
of safety as soon as possible.
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TRA recommends extending anti-dumping
measures on Rebar steel from China

News story

In a change to its interim conclusions, the TRA proposes that measures on
imports of Rebar steel from China be kept

In a change to its interim conclusions, the UK’s Trade Remedies
Authority proposes that measures on imports of High Fatigue Performance
Steel Concrete Reinforcement Bars from China be kept.
Although the TRA’s initial findings in its Statement of Essential Facts
indicated that keeping the measure could result in supply issues for HFP
Rebar, the TRA has considered import data and economic forecasts which
have become available since the publication of the SEF, and responses to
the SEF received from case participants, and now proposes to change its
recommendation.

The Trade Remedies Authority plans to recommend that existing measures that
have been in place since 2016 on imports of High Fatigue Performance Steel
Concrete Reinforcement Bars (HFP Rebar) from China be extended. A summary of
its reasons for this decision has been shared on the public file.

HFP Rebar, also known as reinforcement steel and reinforcing steel, is
typically used in the construction industry to reinforce concrete and masonry
structures to strengthen and hold the concrete in tension. The predominant
use of HFP Rebar is in construction, which employs an estimated 1.4 to 2.2
million employees and is worth over £108 billion to the UK economy.

Investigation findings
As part of its transition review into anti-dumping measures on HFP Rebar, the
TRA conducted an Economic Interest Test which considered a range of factors,
including the impact of maintaining or revoking the measure on UK producers
and consumers. The TRA’s investigation analysis indicated that falling
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imports from Russia and Belarus could cause significant issues to the supply
chain and have a damaging effect on the UK’s construction industry. Therefore
the TRA concluded that extending the measure would not be in the overall
economic interest of the UK.

Following publication of its interim findings, the TRA considered additional
submissions from case parties and new import data. This indicated that the
falling levels of imports from Russia and Belarus were being compensated for
by rising imports from other countries. In addition, forecasts for the UK
economy have declined since the SEF analysis was conducted so the TRA expect
demand from the UK construction industry to grow less rapidly. Taking this
additional data into account, the TRA now recommends extending the measure on
HFP Rebar imports.

Following today’s publication, interested parties can comment via the Trade
Remedies Service website before 14 October 2022. The TRA will then produce a
Final Recommendation, which will be sent to the Secretary of State for
International Trade, who will make the final decision on whether to uphold
the TRA’s recommendation.

Background information
Read more about how an EIT is conducted.

The Trade Remedies Authority (TRA) is the independent UK body,
established in June 2021, as the first non-departmental public body of
the Department for International Trade, that investigates whether trade
remedy measures are needed to counter unfair import practices and
unforeseen surges of imports.

Trade remedy investigations were carried out by the EU Commission on the
UK’s behalf until the UK left the EU. Forty-four EU trade remedy
measures of interest to UK producers were carried across into UK law
when the UK left the EU and the TRA is currently reviewing each one to
assess whether it is suitable for UK needs.
Anti-dumping duties allow a country or union to take action against
goods sold at less than their normal value, which is defined as the
price for ‘like goods’ sold in the exporter’s home market.
The European Commission imposed anti-dumping duties on imports of HFP
Rebar from China in July 2016. This is the measure that the TRA is
currently reviewing. The Commission allowed the EU measure to expire on
29 July 2021 without review.
Read more about the TRA’s mission in its Business Plan.
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Southampton director banned for seven
years

Marian Daniel Clipici, aged 35, has been disqualified as a director for 7
years after failing to keep adequate accounts while his business was trading.

Marian Clipici, a Romanian national, was the sole director of Dahlial
Limited, which operated a construction business from November 2017 according
to documents filed at Companies House. However, its trading address was also
home to Dahlia Restaurant, a Romanian restaurant in Southampton, which
recently closed. In addition, until July 2021 he was also a director of Dani-
Deea Ltd, which operates a Romanian food shop in Southampton.

The company ceased trading in September 2021 and went into liquidation. The
liquidator identified a number of concerns, triggering a subsequent
investigation by the Insolvency Service.

Investigators found that Marian Clipici was unable to account for more than
£530,000 paid into the business bank account between June 2019 and the point
of liquidation, including a £40,000 Bounce Back Loan paid to the company in
May 2020.

The accounts also showed a similar amount paid out over the same period,
bringing the total value of transactions to over £1 million, none of which
could be demonstrated to have been for legitimate company payments due to a
lack of accounting records and documentation.

Businesses were only eligible for support through the Bounce Back Loan scheme
if the money was to be used to benefit the business. Marian Clipici, however,
was unable to prove that the Bounce Back Loan was either validly obtained or
used to support his business during the Covid pandemic.

The Bounce Back Loan was paid into the company’s bank account in May 2020 and
over the next four months Marian Clipici withdrew £30,000. He claimed the
payments were for subcontractors and business expenses, but was unable to
demonstrate to investigators that these transactions were legitimate company
payments.

Marian Clipici made a claim of £12,600 in the liquidation of the company, but
due to his inadequate company records, the liquidator was unable to establish
whether this was a valid claim.

The liquidators found that the company owed £60,396, including the £40,000
Bounce Back Loan owed to the bank and more than £7,000 to the tax
authorities.

The Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy accepted
a disqualification undertaking from Marian Daniel Clipici after he did not
dispute he had failed to ensure that Dahlial Limited had kept adequate books
and accounting records, or had failed to provide the Liquidator with such
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records that had been kept.

His disqualification is effective for 7 years and begins on 20 September
2022. The disqualification undertaking prevents Clipici from directly, or
indirectly, becoming involved in the promotion, formation or management of a
company, without the permission of the court.

Lawrence Zussman Deputy Head of Insolvent Investigation, said

Maintaining adequate company accounting records is a statutory
requirement for all directors, and is vital to ensure company
transactions are legitimate.

Marian Daniel Clipici has justifiably been removed from the
business environment for a period of 7 years and his
disqualification should serve as a warning to other directors that
if you do not take your responsibilities as a director seriously,
you run the risk of being disqualified.

Notes to editors

Marian-Daniel Clipici date of birth is June 1987.

Dahlial Limited (Company Reg no. 11064390).

A disqualification order has the effect that without specific permission of a
court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

act as a director of a company
take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership
be a receiver of a company’s property

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings.

Persons subject to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other
restrictions.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:
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Security Council must not be
distracted by tactics designed to
protect the Syrian regime from
accountability

Thank you, Mr. President.

I’d like to thank the High Representative for her very clear briefing once
again and all the efforts of the UN team.

Month after month, we hear the same story.

Syria is refusing to make any progress on its obligations under the Chemical
Weapons Convention and under Resolution 2118.

This is a crystal clear reminder of Assad’s disregard of international norms
and of the threat his regime poses. This is not a dormant issue. This is an
active refusal to implement this Council’s resolutions.

We’ve heard countless excuses for Syria’s noncompliance. None stand up to
scrutiny. We must all be clear that given Syria’s behaviour and the many
inconsistencies in its declarations to the OPCW, there is a real and ongoing
risk from its chemical weapons programme to international peace and security.

We also all know that Syria’s failings are only part of the story. The
actions of Russia in continuing to protect the Assad regime in its use and
stockpile of chemical weapons show that they have no genuine interest in
implementing the Chemical Weapons Convention or protecting international
security.

We’ve just sat through another assault on the integrity of the OPCW. But this
is not just about disinformation and distraction in the Security Council.
Russia has also systematically blocked or attempted to block mechanisms
related to the investigation of chemical weapons use in Syria over many
years.

They blocked the Joint Investigative Mechanism from operating 2017 and
2018.

They tried to block the creation of the IIT in 2018.

They tried to block the OPCW budget that funded the IIT.

And in 2018, they blocked the adoption of the outcome document at the
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OPCW RevCon over references to the Joint Investigative Mechanism and the
IIT.

They tried to block the OPCW budget again in 2019.

They voted against an Executive Council decision on Syria in 2020.

They tried to block the OPCW budget again in 2020.

They voted against the Conference of States Parties decision on Syria in
2021.

They tried to block the OPCW annual report that mentioned the IIT in
2021.

This Council must not be distracted by tactics designed to undermine the
international system and to protect the Syrian regime from accountability for
their crimes. We must not accept any erosion of the rules. We have all
agreed. We must continue to work together to push Syria to meet its
obligations in full.

Thank you.

Lord Chancellor Swearing-in Speech:
Brandon Lewis MP

I would like to thank the Lord Chief Justice for that warm welcome. I look
forward to working with yourself and other members of the Bench during my
time in office. As I look forward to working in Cabinet with you, Mr Attorney
– and I would like to congratulate you on your re-appointment.

You bring with you not only your background as a respected barrister, but
also your experience serving in the role during your predecessor’s time on
maternity leave. I have no doubt that you will carry out your duties as a Law
Officer with both the diligence and dedication that you are renowned for.

And I’m also delighted to welcome my esteemed colleague, Michael Tomlinson,
to his new role as Solicitor General.

As the Lord Chief Justice has described, your role is historic and vital to
our democracy – providing essential support to the Attorney and overseeing
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the work of our prosecuting authorities.

I know you will bring the same commitment and enthusiasm to the role as you
have throughout your parliamentary career.

It is a huge honour to become Lord Chancellor and join such a long – if
slightly daunting – list of names that includes Cardinal Wolsey, Sir Francis
Bacon and Ken Clarke. The patron saint of statesmen and politicians himself
goes before me – Sir Thomas More is also one of my predecessors.

Like me, Sir Thomas was fortunate enough to be the Member of Parliament for
the fantastic, stunning constituency of Great Yarmouth. He was famously
beheaded for treason – so I’m hoping I cannot match that similarity!

Today is, of course, the culmination of a years-long journey for me. From
being called to the bar in 1997. To getting elected as a councillor in 1998
and leading Brentwood Borough Council. All the way through to the point where
I entered Parliament in 2010, my first ministerial posting in 2012 and the
four departments in which I’ve served since.

I hope to bring all of that experience to this job, but I recognise that the
English legal system does have about 900 years more experience than I do!
Throughout that time it has evolved to offer a crucial mix of flexibility and
reliability that guarantees citizens’ rights and allows businesses to thrive
and grow as well.

As we continue to pass it down through the generations, I hope to play my
part in being both a good steward and a trustworthy custodian of English Law.
That is why I take my responsibility to respect its enduring principle, the
Rule of Law, so incredibly seriously.

The idea that everyone is equal before the law and that public authorities
must act lawfully is the foundation of our society. It guarantees freedom and
fairness in a modern democracy like ours. And we must always be aware that it
is not guaranteed and therefore must be protected.

Judges are at the forefront of that work to safeguard the Rule of Law in our
justice system, and I will do all I can to defend their judicial
independence. I’m clear that the work of our judiciary matters…

…As does the work of our world-leading legal professionals, who are also
represented here today. Together they not only deliver justice, they each
play a crucial role in the evolution of the law and making sure that it
continues to meet the needs of our country.

What this adds up to is a legal system that works. It is not just crucial to
our success as a nation, it is one that is also recognised internationally,
which is why the world looks to us to be its counsel and its courtroom.

In fact, in 2019 English law was trusted to govern some £250 billion of
global mergers and acquisitions, and in 2021, over half of the cases heard in
our Commercial Court were international in nature.



We lead Europe in legal services and globally we’re second only to the United
States. In terms of what this means for UK plc, the figures speak for
themselves.

Our legal services sector contributes over £29 billion gross value added to
our economy each year, employing some 350,000 people. I want to make sure
that justice continues to drive our economic growth as we recover from the
pandemic and rise to the cost-of-living challenges that we see ahead of us.

We’ve maintained our world-leading position because of the flexibility of our
system and our willingness to embrace change. I’m clear that if we want to
remain an attractive legal centre then we must continue finding those new and
better ways to provide legal services.

As Lord Chancellor, I will do all I can to support legal innovation – so that
our legal services can be transformed, not just for the benefit of businesses
and the public, but for our legal profession too.

I want to see a modern justice system that is built around the people who use
it. One where we do more online, with the right guidance and support.

Whether that’s through making a claim or resolving a dispute. So that we can
save time, cost, and stress to people seeking justice and reduce the burden
on those who work in the system.

And we’ve got to be agile enough to ensure that English Law provides clarity
for businesses through a period of constant change – in particular when it
comes to digital and emerging technologies such as blockchain and smart
contracts.

These technologies offer the opportunity for us to transform how our
businesses operate, with more transparent and efficient ways of working.

I’m very much aware that we have already begun a process of modernising the
courts to make sure that they are in good working order for the digital age.

As part of my duty for the efficient and effective running of the courts and
tribunals, I intend to see through this ambitious and innovative programme.

I am also cognisant of the fact that COVID-19 was an extraordinarily
difficult period and time for the justice system, the judiciary and our
hardworking court staff who played a huge part in keeping things moving. I
want to thank you for your hard work and determination to meet those
challenges head on, including through innovation that was delivered at rapid
pace.

While the knock-on effects of COVID-19 continue to be felt today, it is
thanks to your dedication that we drove down the Crown Court backlog by
around 2,000 cases from its peak in June 2021. This is a huge achievement –
but there is still substantial work to be done. The family court sat to its
highest ever level in 2021, and in the immigration and employment tribunals
we have reduced the caseload from its peak during the pandemic.



As Lord Chancellor I am hopeful to see an end to the disruptive strike action
that risks undoing the progress we have all worked so hard to achieve, and
that is delaying justice for hundreds of victims – and causing the backlog to
start to increase.

I’m pleased to have reached agreement with the leadership of the Criminal Bar
Association today. They will be re-balloting their members quickly following
new proposals for further reforms to criminal legal aid. These are generous
and I would encourage CBA members to consider them carefully and positively.

I would like to say something about prisons and probation, for which I am
also responsible as Secretary of State for Justice.

Prison and probation officers – some of whom were involved in the State
Funeral procession – play a huge role in our justice system and are so often
the hidden heroes of our society.

I want to also take the opportunity this morning to thank them for their
immense efforts throughout the pandemic – and for their continuing hard work
– to keep our prisons and the public safe.

I will continue to prioritise the creation of secure and modern prison places
– ones that champion rehabilitation by equipping offenders to become active
in the jobs market. This in itself will keep the public safe by preventing
reoffending, but it will also help us play our part to drive the government’s
agenda for economic growth.

I also want to explore options for reforming the Probation Service, which is
vital in steering prison leavers towards better futures.

And I am determined to make public protection the overriding factor in parole
decisions – so that we can be assured of the confidence of both victims and
the public.

Mr Attorney, I want to finish by thanking you all for your warm welcome and
reiterating my dedication to the oath I have sworn today. As I step into this
ancient role, I am very, very much aware of my constitutional
responsibilities, as well as my duty to the judiciary, the courts, tribunals
and to justice more broadly.

I look forward to working with all of you as we each play our part in the
justice system – to cherish and protect the ideals on which it was built and
to carry on building it around the people who are using it every day. Thank
you.


