Farmers given support to tackle water
and air pollution from slurry

Farmers in England will soon be able to apply for grants of up to £250,000 to
improve their slurry storage, helping them to prevent water and air pollution
and make the best of their organic nutrients.

Around half of slurry stores in England are not fit-for-purpose, forcing
farmers to spread slurry when there is no crop need, wasting valuable
fertiliser and causing preventable air and water pollution. This means many
farms can end up failing to comply with their legal obligations for storage
and spreading of slurry.

Investing in good slurry management is an important step that farmers can
take to protect the environment. Slurry is a valuable source of nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium which can be used to grow crops.

The first round of the Slurry Infrastructure grant, which will be
administered by the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) and opens for applications on
Tuesday 6 December, will make £13 million available for livestock farmers to
build six months of slurry storage capacity.

Guidance for the grant, which will run over multiple years, has been
published today, with farmers able to apply for grants of £25,000 — £250,000
towards the cost of slurry stores, covers and supporting equipment. Grants
can be used to build, replace or expand storage. They can also contribute
towards a range of solutions like lagoons, steel and concrete ring tanks and
large slurry bags.

Farming Minister Mark Spencer said:

We know livestock farmers want to invest in slurry systems that
support quality food production and protect the environment, but
many are put off by high infrastructure costs and difficulty
accessing finance.

The Slurry Infrastructure grant will tackle this, helping farmers
to invest in future-proof slurry storage that supports thriving
farms while cutting pollution and allowing nature to prosper.

When badly managed, the nitrate and phosphate in slurry end up in rivers,
streams and the sea and can cause harmful algal blooms which block sunlight
and deplete oxygen, causing damage to natural habitats and wildlife. Slurry
also releases large amounts of ammonia into the atmosphere, which returns to
the land as nitrogen. The build-up of nitrogen causes certain plants to
thrive, limiting species diversity and harming vulnerable habitats.

Enlarging and covering slurry stores will help reduce the 60% of nitrate
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pollution, 25% of phosphate pollution and 87% of ammonia emissions that come
from agriculture. It will also help farmers to cut costs on artificial
fertilisers, delivering long-term productivity benefits through improved
nutrient management and soil health.

Paul Caldwell, CEO of the RPA, said:

Improving slurry storage offers farmers an opportunity to reduce
the environmental impact of their businesses and cut input costs.

We hope this scheme, which is the result of months of work with
farmers and industry, will receive a significant number of
applications for this first and future rounds.

The grant is the result of months of co-design with farmers and experts from
across sectors. It builds on support Defra already provides for slurry
equipment and best practice through the Farming Equipment and Technology Fund
and Countryside Stewardship, and will offer farmers an opportunity to build
storage systems that exceed storage regulations, support spreading
regulations, and improve nutrient use on farm.

Full guidance for the grant has been published today before applications open
on 6 December. The guidance explains what the grant offers, the scheme rules
and how to apply. It also includes resources to help farmers plan their
storage and information for Local Planning Authorities. The online
application window will run until 31 January 2023. All applicants will be
told whether they have been shortlisted for full application.

Depending on demand in the first round, applicants will be prioritised in
areas where action is most needed to reduce water and air pollution from
agriculture.

Increased interest rate on the Court
Funds Office special and basic
accounts
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Please note that, in response to the increase in the Bank of England base
rate on 3rd November 2022, the Lord Chancellor has reviewed the Court Funds

Office (CFO) rates of interest payable to clients and has directed that from
18 November 2022 these will change to the following:

-Special Account — increases from 2.25% to 3.00%
-Basic Account — increases from 1.688% to 2.25%

The Lord Chancellor has made this decision to ensure that the running costs
of the CFO service can continue to be met and that an increased rate of
interest payable to clients can be provided.

If you wish to discuss further, please contact the CFO on 0300 0200 199 or
email enquiries@cfo.gov.uk

Published 23 November 2022
Last updated 23 November 2022 + show all updates

1. 23 November 2022

First published.

UK Export Finance commits up to £4bn
to strengthen UK and Moroccan trade
ties

e Up to £4 billion available finance for overseas buyers of UK goods and
services will strengthen the trade relationship between the UK and
Morocco

e Announcement comes as export credit agency appoints new International
Export Finance Executive (IEFE) in Casablanca, Morocco

e Boost for British exporters with a minimum 20% overall contract value
provided to UK suppliers with any overseas project financed by UKEF
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UK Export Finance (UKEF) has today announced up to £4bn is now available for
Moroccan buyers for projects in the region, provided at least 20% of the
content is sourced from UK businesses.

To promote UK and Moroccan trade, UKEF has appointed a new International
Export Finance Executive (IEFE), based in Casablanca, to help galvanize new
opportunities for UK businesses to export to the region. The financing will
promote investment between the two nations by helping Moroccan buyers access
support to deliver projects, provided that at least 20% of the overall
contract value is sourced from UK suppliers.

Morocco offers a range of opportunities for UK businesses, such as potential
projects in energy transition, water desalination, and infrastructure,
including rail, roads, ports and airports to boost the domestic economy
through new transport links.

The announcement comes just weeks after UKEF announced that it had deployed
£2.3 billion in the continent in 2021, triple the amount invested between
2018-19. The announcement follows the UK and Morocco celebrating three
centuries of shared prosperity in 2021, which marked the 300th anniversary of
the first trade treaty between the two nations.

I'm proud that UKEF is playing a leading role in strengthening the
historic trade relationship between the UK and Morocco, with on-
the-ground presence and support from our International Finance
team. UK firms have an opportunity to do more business with Morocco
— a country that is seeking to deliver a more sustainable future —
and we look forward to supporting projects in the region.

The British Ambassador to Morocco, Simon Martin, said:

It’s great news that UKEF now have a dedicated resource here in
Morocco. The challenge is now on buyers in Morocco to bring their
projects forward. With the support of UKEF we could see a new wave
of investment in Moroccan infrastructure, renewables and other
sectors. I am excited to see how this develops and looking forward
to seeing our partnership with Morocco continue to grow.

The appointment of an IEFE in Casablanca is the latest development in UKEF’s
drive to expand its global network and generate new business for UKEF and UK
businesses. There are currently 18 executives in place across the Americas,
South Asia, Asia Pacific and Africa, with plans to increase this number to
around 30 in the next year. IEFEs work closely with overseas buyers,
financial lenders, His Majesty’s Trade Commissioners and British Ambassadors
to engage with overseas governments and multinational companies looking to
buy from the UK — creating vital trading opportunities for British
businesses.

UK Export Finance (UKEF) has billions of pounds in capacity to support
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projects in African markets sourcing from the UK and can offer financing in
up to 12 African currencies. It can help foreign countries access finance,
loans and insurance to make their projects happen, if they commit to sourcing
goods and services from the UK.

Fisheries and Seafood Scheme (FaSS)
funding panel dates announced for 2023

The Fisheries and Seafood Scheme (FaSS) offers grant funding to support food
producers across the catching, processing, and aquaculture sectors in
England. Focused on helping projects that will boost business resilience and
increase sustainability across our world-class fishing industry, this phase
of the scheme offers £18 million of funding until March 2025.

Since the relaunch of FaSS earlier this year, over £5 million of funding has
been approved by Marine Management Organisation (MMO), supporting over 300
seafood and marine businesses, charities and other organisations in a number
of ways, for example: health and safety improvements, business
diversification and new forms of income, as well as supporting cooperative
activities and advisory services.

The scheme can also support industry through funding projects related to the
conservation and restoration of the marine environment, achieving net zero
through reducing emissions, and aid participation in co-design and co-
management in the sector.

While the scheme is open throughout the year for applications from smaller
projects, any projects with a total cost of £150,000 (or more) are considered
by a panel. Applications to be considered at these panels should be completed
and submitted by the following dates:

Panel dates: Deadline to apply:
23 March 2023 31 January 2023
26 July 2023 31 May 2023
21 November 2023 30 September 2023

Michelle Willis, MMO’'s Director of Finance & Resources, said: “Since the
launch of FaSS, we have seen an excellent uptake in the number of
applications submitted and funded. Amongst the most popular have been health
and safety and projects relating to shore-based infrastructure.

“Our Grants Team is there to support our fishing industry and I urge any
potential applicants to contact them to talk through any questions they might
have about FaSS.”
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Contact the MMO grants team to discuss any potential panel application by
calling 0208 026 5539 or emailing FaSS.queries@marinemanagement.org.uk.

For guidance and information on how to make an application, visit the
Fisheries and Seafood Scheme section of the MMO webpages.

UK minister to strengthen ties across
the pacific in first overseas visit

e Minister for the Indo-Pacific Anne-Marie Trevelyan will visit Vanuatu
and Australia this week.

e She will attend the Conference of the Pacific Community to boost
diplomatic links with the region.

e Minister will then travel to Australia for talks on trade and security.

Underlining the UK'’s commitment to deepening ties with the Pacific Islands,
Minister for the Indo-Pacific Anne-Marie Trevelyan will today (23 November)
arrive in Vanuatu for her first overseas trip, following her appointment as
an FCDO Minister last month.

Minister Trevelyan will hold talks with Vanuatu’s Prime Minister Ishmael
Kalsakau and Minister of Foreign Affairs Jotham Napat about the priorities of
their recently-elected government. As a Commonwealth partner on the front
line of climate change, the UK works closely with Vanuatu to strengthen
maritime security, climate resilience as well as capacity building in the
region.

The Minister will then attend the 12th Conference of the Pacific Community to
build closer diplomatic ties with leaders from across the region.
Representatives of the 26 countries and territories that constitute the bloc
will attend for talks on climate change, development, science and innovation.
The region remains critical to delivering on key UK priorities, including
securing an open and stable Indo-Pacific, tackling climate change and
biodiversity loss.

Many Pacific Islands have small populations and face geographic isolation and
vulnerability to natural disasters. Rising sea levels could see some
countries uninhabitable within four decades. The UK is working with these
small island developing states to build a cleaner, safer and more resilient
future, including through the Blue Planet Fund, which will support economic
development while protecting nature and increasing climate resilience.

Minister of State for the Indo-Pacific, Anne-Marie Trevelyan, said:

On my first trip as Minister for the Indo-Pacific, I want to
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underline the UK’'s steadfast commitment to the region and how we
can work together to bolster global prosperity and security.

The UK will deepen our engagement in the Pacific, a region where we
have a close history, many friends, and share the values of
sovereignty, territorial integrity and free trade.

Vanuatu is on the front line of the climate emergency, and we are
working with them alongside other partners to accelerate global
action on tackling climate change.

During the conference, Minister Trevelyan will hold talks with her
counterparts from across the Pacific and support their work addressing
climate change, security and prosperity.

The UK is working with the region to deliver its 2050 Strategy for the Blue
Pacific Continent, which sets out Pacific countries’ vision for a cleaner,
safer and more resilient future.

While in Vanuatu’'s capital, the Minister will co-host a dinner with the New
Zealand High Commissioner to celebrate women in leadership across the
Pacific, alongside Vanuatu’s Deputy Speaker Gloria Julia King.

She will also join young volunteers with community group and non-profit
organisation Wan Smolbag to hear how they are affected by and adapting to
climate change. The group operates across the South Pacific, running
programmes to boost youth engagement on education, health and the
environment.

Following her visit to Vanuatu, the Minister will travel to Australia,
arriving on 25 November. She will attend talks with her Foreign and Defence
Ministry counterparts to discuss UK-Australia security and defence
cooperation, including the AUKUS agreement.

The Pacific Community (formerly the south Pacific Community and still
referred to as SPC) is the principal scientific and technical organisation in
the Pacific region, supporting development since 1947. It works in over 20
sectors including climate change, disaster risk management and human rights.

The conference will be the first in-person meeting since UK re-joined as a
metropolitan member in 2021. Current UK support to SPC is delivered through
the CSSF-funded Extended Continental Shelf Programme.

Members of the Pacific Community are: American Samoa, Australia, Cook
Islands, Fiji, France, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands,
Micronesia, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Northern Mariana
Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands,
Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, United Kingdom, United States, Vanuatu, and Wallis
and Futuna.
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