
Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine
shelf-life extended from 5 to 31 days,
says MHRA

Government response

Change approved following detailed review of additional stability data

New storage conditions for the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, that extend
the length of time the thawed vaccine can be stored at normal fridge
temperatures from 5 days to 31 days, have today been approved by the
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).

The Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, which was the first COVID-19 vaccine to be
approved by the UK regulator, must be stored at ultra-low temperatures until
use. The changes, that extend the shelf-life once thawed, are therefore
expected to make storage easier and possible for a wider range of health
facilities.

The change was approved following the MHRA’s detailed review of additional
stability data submitted to the regulator by Pfizer.

Dr June Raine, MHRA Chief Executive, said:

We are pleased to confirm that, having rigorously assessed the
additional data submitted to us by the company, we have now
approved more flexible storage conditions for the Pfizer/BioNTech
vaccine.

Up until now, the Pfizer vaccine had to be administered within 5
days of being removed from ultra-low temperature freezers.
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Now that the jab can be stored at normal fridge temperatures for up
to 31 days, it can be used in a wider range of healthcare settings,
giving patients greater access to the Pfizer vaccine.

Background

Published 20 May 2021

COVID-19 vaccine surveillance report
published

Latest
Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.

230,800 hospitalisations prevented by COVID-19 vaccines in those
over 45

The latest PHE estimates suggest that 230,800 hospitalisations have been
prevented in those aged 45 years and over in England as a result of the
COVID-19 vaccination programme, up to 5 September.

The latest report included hospitalisations averted in those aged 45 to 64
years for the first time. Around 51,900 hospitalisations have been prevented
in this age group, which includes healthy individuals and at-risk groups, the
latter prioritised earlier in the campaign.

Approximately 46,500 admissions were prevented in those aged 65 to 74, 73,800
in those aged 75 to 84, and 58,600 in those aged 85 and over.

The indirect effects of the vaccination programme are not included in this
analysis. There is evidence that vaccines prevent infection and transmission.
Therefore, the figure of 230,800 hospitalisations prevented is likely to be
an underestimate.

The number of hospitalisations averted by vaccination can be estimated by
considering vaccine effectiveness against hospitalisation, vaccine coverage
and observed hospitalisations, as well as through modelling.

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisation at PHE, said:

It is encouraging to see such high numbers of hospitalisations
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prevented, including a large number in younger age ranges. These
figures show the vital role that vaccines play in protecting
against severe disease and reducing pressure across the NHS.

The vaccine helps protect you and those around you. To gain maximum
protection, it is important that you get 2 doses of the vaccine.

Previous updates

Thursday 2 September 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.

COVID-19 vaccines prevent over 143,000 hospitalisations in
England

The latest PHE estimates suggest that 143,600 hospitalisations have been
prevented in those aged 65 years and over in England as a result of the
COVID-19 vaccination programme, up to 22 August.

For the latest report, the estimates used in the model were updated to use
more recent vaccine effectiveness estimates. Therefore, an increase in the
number of hospitalisations averted was seen in this report compared to
previous reports.

Approximately 36,100 admissions were prevented in those aged 65 to 74, 58,800
in those aged 75 to 84, and 48,700 in those aged 85 and over.

The indirect effects of the vaccination programme are not included in this
analysis. There is increasing evidence that vaccines prevent infection and
transmission. Therefore, the figure of 143,600 hospitalisations prevented is
likely to be an underestimate.

The number of hospitalisations averted by vaccination can be estimated by
considering vaccine effectiveness against hospitalisation, vaccine coverage
and observed hospitalisations, as well as through modelling.

Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, Consultant Epidemiologist at PHE, said:

These figures show the vital role that vaccines play in preventing
hospitalisations and in turn reducing the pressure on the NHS.

The vaccine helps protect you and those around you. To gain maximum
protection, it is important that you get 2 doses of the vaccine.

Thursday 26 August 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.
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Estimated deaths prevented by COVID-19 vaccines rise to over
100,000

The latest estimates suggest that 105,900 deaths and 24,088,000 infections
have been prevented as a result of the COVID-19 vaccination programme, up to
20 August.

The results were produced using the real-time pandemic surveillance model
from PHE and Cambridge University’s MRC Biostatistics Unit, looking at the
direct and indirect impact of the COVID-19 vaccination programme on
infections and mortality.

The total was calculated by comparing the estimated impact of vaccination on
infection and mortality against a worst-case scenario where no vaccines and
no additional non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) were in place to reduce
infections and mortality.

Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid said:

Today’s new data showing that vaccines have saved more than 100,000
lives in England is phenomenal and testament to the UK’s
vaccination programme.

The vaccines have made a life-changing difference to so many of us
and continue to help us build a stronger wall of defence every day.
With over 24 million infections prevented, vaccines are keeping
people safe from harm and helping us reclaim our freedoms so we can
return to normal life.

Getting the vaccine has never been easier, thanks to sites being
made available across a variety of sites including places of
worship, festivals, and sporting grounds so please ensure you get
your jab as soon as possible to ensure yourself, your loved ones
and the people around you are protected.

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisation at PHE, said:

It is remarkable that the vaccine programme may now have prevented
over 100,000 deaths in England alone. Everyone that has come
forward for their vaccine has played a part in this vital effort.

To build on this success it remains important that everyone gets 2
doses of the vaccine, to protect you and those around you from
COVID-19. You must get 2 doses to gain maximum protection.

Thursday 19 August 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.
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Data shows increase in number of pregnant women vaccinated

The latest PHE data shows that 62,311 women, who reported they were pregnant
or could be pregnant at the time of receiving the vaccine, have come forward
and received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccination, up to 31 July. This is
an increase of 10,587 from 51,724 as of 18 July.

Of the latest total, 43,737 have received their second dose.

Severe illness due to COVID-19 is more likely in later pregnancy, although it
is still uncommon.

As evidence about the safety of vaccination in pregnancy and the risks of
COVID-19 to pregnant women and their babies has increased, the NHS has been
working hard with partners such as the Royal College of Midwives (RCM) and
the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) to encourage
pregnant women to come forward.

Pregnant women who have already received their first dose of vaccine are
recommended to come forward for their second dose of vaccine 8 weeks after
their first dose.

The latest estimates also suggest that the vaccination programme has
prevented over 82,100 hospitalisations in those aged 65 and over in England.
Further data suggests that it has also prevented 95,200 deaths and 23,957,000
COVID-19 infections more widely.

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care Sajid Javid said:

The UK’s phenomenal vaccination programme has made a life-changing
difference to tens of millions of people across the country, and
we’re quickly closing in on 100,000 lives being saved in England
alone.

With 82,100 hospitalisations prevented in over-65s and almost 24
million infections prevented across England, the vaccines are
continuing to keep all of us safe. It’s also hugely encouraging to
see over 62,000 pregnant women taking up the offer and ensuring
they and their babies are protected from this dangerous disease.

The vaccines are free and available at hundreds of locations around
the UK – please get your jabs to secure this protection for
yourself and your loved ones and help us reclaim our lost freedoms.

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisations at PHE, said:

It is encouraging that thousands of women have now benefitted from
the vital protection of a COVID-19 vaccine. However, many more may
remain unvaccinated and we urge them to take up the offer.



The COVID-19 vaccines are safe for both you and your unborn baby
and they are the best way to protect against COVID-19 related
complications in pregnancy which can be serious, especially in your
third trimester.

If you are pregnant and haven’t yet had your vaccine, make sure to
book it in. It’s also vital that health professionals continue to
talk to women about the benefits of vaccination and help to answer
any questions they may have.

Dr Pat O’Brien, consultant obstetrician and gynaecologist and Vice President
at the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, said:

We want to encourage all pregnant women to come forward for their
vaccinations. It is very positive to see that the number of
pregnant women who have been vaccinated is rising, but many more
remain unvaccinated.

There is growing evidence that the vaccine is safe in pregnancy,
and we want to reassure women that there is no link to an increased
risk of harm to the baby, such as miscarriage, premature birth,
growth problems, or stillbirth when having the vaccine.

We are seeing more unvaccinated pregnant women become seriously ill
from COVID-19, and an increased number of women admitted to
hospital and intensive care. The vaccine will help to protect both
the mother and their baby from the potential effects of COVID-19.

Jessica Read, Deputy Chief Midwifery Officer for England, said:

Mums-to-be naturally want what’s best for their baby and we know
that many have been worried about getting vaccinated, but we also
know that the vaccine is safe for pregnant women – with hundreds of
thousands of expectant mums around the world having had the vaccine
with no ill effects.

Pregnant women who catch COVID-19 are more at risk of becoming
seriously ill, which can cause problems in pregnancy, so it’s vital
they take up the ongoing NHS offer of a COVID-19 vaccination –
protecting themselves and their babies from the virus.

Gill Walton, Chief Executive of the Royal College of Midwives, said:

It’s positive to see more pregnant women are getting vaccinated.
Getting the vaccine is the best way to protect you and your baby
against COVID-19. It really is that simple.

Hundreds of thousands of pregnant women worldwide have been



vaccinated, safely and effectively protecting themselves against
COVID-19 and dramatically reducing their risk of serious illness or
harm to their baby.

If you have questions please talk to your midwife, obstetrician or
GP. Get the answers you need and get the jab.

It is preferable for pregnant women in the UK to be offered the Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna vaccines where available, as these vaccines have been
given to over 140,000 pregnant women in the US and the data has not raised
any safety concerns.

Thursday 12 August 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.

Infections prevented by COVID-19 vaccines rise to over 23 million
and deaths prevented to over 84,000

The latest estimates suggest that 84,600 deaths and 23,395,000 infections
have been prevented as a result of the COVID-19 vaccination programme, up to
6 August.

The results were produced using the real-time pandemic surveillance model
from PHE and Cambridge University’s MRC Biostatistics Unit, looking at the
direct and indirect impact of the COVID-19 vaccination programme on
infections and mortality.

The total was calculated by comparing the estimated impact of vaccination on
infection and mortality against a worst-case scenario where no vaccines and
no non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) were in place to reduce infections
and mortality.

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisations at PHE, said:

These figures show the vaccine programme’s remarkable impact on
saving lives and reducing the spread of the virus.

As cases have increased, the true scale of protection from the
vaccine programme has become clear. Everyone that has come forward
for their vaccine has played a part in this vital effort.

It’s important that people under 30 years of age continue to take
up the offer of the vaccine. Infection rates are highest in this
age group and COVID-19 can be serious for some.

Thursday 29 July 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report


surveillance report.

Infections prevented by COVID-19 vaccines double to 22 million
and deaths prevented rise to 60,000

PHE estimates that 60,000 deaths and 22,057,000 infections have been
prevented as a result of the COVID-19 vaccination programme, up to 23 July.
This is based on modelling analysis from PHE and Cambridge University’s MRC
Biostatistics Unit.

The estimated number of deaths prevented has increased significantly since
the most recent estimates were published, with the estimated number of
infections prevented doubling in just 2 weeks. It was previously estimated
that up to 9 July, around 37,000 deaths and 11,000,000 infections were
prevented.

The methods used to estimate deaths and infections prevented is based on
direct and indirect effects of the vaccination programme.

Health and Social Care Secretary, Sajid Javid, said:

These new figures are fantastic to see – 22 million infections have
now been prevented across the country and 60,000 lives have been
saved.

That’s hundreds of thousands of people whose loved ones have been
protected thanks to the vaccines’ remarkable protection.

Day by day, jab by jab, we are building a wall of defence which is
protecting our nation against the threat of this virus. Make sure
to get the jab if you haven’t already and play your part in this
historic effort.

Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, Consultant Epidemiologist at PHE, said:

These figures show the vaccine programme’s remarkable impact on
saving lives and reducing the spread of the virus.

As cases have increased, the true scale of protection from the
vaccine programme has become clear. Everyone that has come forward
for their vaccine has played a part in this vital effort.

It remains vital that everyone gets 2 doses of the vaccine, to
protect you and those around you from COVID-19. You must book your
second jab when invited, to gain maximum protection.

Minister for COVID-19 Vaccine Deployment, Nadhim Zahawi, said:

Over 84 million vaccinations have now been administered since our

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report


world-class vaccination programme began in December, by thousands
of NHS workers and volunteers at thousands of vaccination sites.

We can see the fantastic results of their efforts – 22 million
infections prevented and 60,000 lives saved, an achievement we can
all feel proud of.

Play your part in the UK’s COVID-19 response – it couldn’t be
easier to go to a pop-up vaccination site this weekend or book
through the NHS website, and get the jab.

Thursday 8 July 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.

30,300 deaths, 46,300 hospitalisations and 8,151,000 infections
prevented by COVID-19 vaccines

PHE estimates that 30,300 deaths and 8,151,000 infections have been prevented
as a result of the COVID-19 vaccination programme, up to 25 June. This is
based on modelling analysis from PHE and Cambridge University’s MRC
Biostatistics Unit.

PHE also estimates that 46,300 hospitalisations have been prevented in people
aged 65 or older in England up to 27 June (approximately 7,000 admissions in
those aged 65 to 74, 18,000 in those aged 75 to 84, and 21,300 in those aged
85 and over).

The methods used to estimate deaths and infections prevented is based on
direct and indirect effects of the vaccination programme. The indirect
effects of the vaccination programme will not be incorporated into the
analysis of hospitalisations prevented, which only takes into account the
direct impact of first and second doses. Therefore the figure of 46,300
hospitalisations averted is likely to be an underestimate.

Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, Consultant Epidemiologist at PHE, said:

The vaccines are very safe and very effective, and they are the
best way to protect you and those around you from becoming
seriously ill with COVID-19.

With restrictions easing, it is absolutely vital that everyone gets
2 doses of the vaccine, to protect you and those around you from
the COVID-19 variants currently circulating in the UK.

Remember, you must book your second jab when invited, to gain
maximum protection.
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Thursday 1 July 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.

Vaccine effectiveness in under 40s published for the first time

For the first time, PHE estimates vaccine effectiveness against symptomatic
disease in adults under the age of 40.

Early estimates suggest a single dose of the Pfizer vaccine is 61% effective
against symptomatic disease and a single dose of the Moderna vaccine is 72%
effective against symptomatic disease.

This is the first time that PHE has published estimated vaccine effectiveness
against symptomatic disease for the Moderna vaccine.

Offer of the Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vaccines to adults aged under 40 years
began on 10 May 2021. Both vaccines have been preferentially offered to under
40s in line with advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation (JCVI).

For the first time, the report also includes vaccine effectiveness against
mortality after 2 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine. Two doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine is estimated to provide 94% protection against death from
COVID-19 in people aged 65 and over.

The report highlights that the COVID-19 vaccination programme has so far
prevented an estimated 7.2 million infections and 27,000 deaths in England
alone. This is based on modelling analysis from PHE and Cambridge
University’s MRC Biostatistics Unit.

Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, Consultant Epidemiologist at PHE, said:

This data gives us even more confidence that the vaccines offer
high levels of protection against COVID-19 across all age groups.

Getting 2 doses of the vaccine is absolutely vital to protect you
and others against the variants in circulation in the UK. Remember
that you must book your second jab when invited, to gain maximum
protection.

The vaccines are very safe and very effective, and they will
protect you and those around you from becoming seriously ill.

Thursday 10 June 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.
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42,000 hospitalisations and 14,000 deaths prevented by COVID-19
vaccine

PHE estimates that 14,000 deaths have now been prevented in people aged 60
years or older in England up to 30 May 2021 (11,800 deaths in individuals
aged 80 years and older, 1,800 in individuals aged 70 to 79 and 400 in
individuals aged 60 to 69 years).

Estimates also indicate that the vaccination programme has prevented around
42,000 hospitalisations in those aged 65 years and over in England
(approximately 5,400 admissions in those aged 65 to 74, 16,300 in those aged
75 to 84 and 20,300 in those aged 85 and over).

The method for analysing the approximate number of deaths and
hospitalisations prevented by the vaccine programme takes into account the
impact of both first and second doses. However, it does not include the
impact of vaccination on transmission, therefore the true impact of the
vaccination programme is likely to be even greater.

Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, Consultant Epidemiologist at PHE, said:

Getting 2 doses of the vaccine is absolutely vital to protect you
and others against the variants in circulation in the UK. Remember
that you must book your second jab when invited, to gain maximum
protection.

The vaccines are very safe and very effective, and they will
protect you and those around you from becoming seriously ill.

Health and Social Care Secretary, Matt Hancock said: 

Every single jab given means one more parent, sibling or loved one
protected from this terrible disease. 

All those who have played a part in the efforts to vaccinate the
nation can today look at these new figures and feel proud of what
they’ve achieved, with 42,000 people kept out of hospital and over
14,000 lives saved. 

We’ve had a fantastic response to the opening up of the vaccine
programme to over 25s with over a million appointments booked on
Tuesday, but the battle isn’t over yet – I urge all those yet to
book to join the fight and get the jab.

Thursday 27 May 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.
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39,700 hospitalisations and 13,200 deaths prevented

PHE estimates that 13,200 deaths have now been prevented in people aged 60
years or older in England up to 13 May 2021 (11,200 deaths in individuals
aged 80 years and older, 1,700 in individuals aged 70 to 79 and 300 in
individuals aged 60 to 69 years).

Estimates also indicate that the vaccination programme has prevented around
39,700 hospitalisations in those aged 65 years and over in England
(approximately 4,900 admissions in those aged 65 to 74, 15,600 in those aged
75 to 84 and 19,200 in those aged 85 and over).

The method for analysing the approximate number of deaths and
hospitalisations prevented by the vaccine programme now takes into account
the impact of both first and second doses, due to more data being available.
However, it does not include the impact of vaccination on transmission,
therefore the true impact of the vaccination programme is likely to be even
greater.

An updated analysis including nearly 3,000 symptomatic cases of B.1.617.2
provides further confidence that 2 doses of either vaccine are highly
effective against the variant first identified in India.

Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, Consultant Epidemiologist at PHE, said:

This analysis gives further confidence that 2 doses of the vaccine
provide vital protection against the variants in circulation in the
UK, so it is important to book your second jab when invited, to
gain maximum protection.

The vaccines are very safe and very effective, and they will
protect you and those around you from becoming seriously ill.

Thursday 20 May 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.

13,000 deaths prevented

PHE estimates that 13,000 deaths have now been prevented in people aged 60
years or older in England up to 9 May 2021 (11,100 deaths in individuals aged
80 years and older, 1,600 in individuals aged 70 to 79 and 300 in individuals
aged 60 to 69 years).

Estimates also indicate that the vaccination programme has prevented around
39,100 hospitalisations in those aged 65 years and over in England
(approximately 4,700 admissions in those aged 65 to 74, 15,400 in those aged
75 to 84 and 19,000 in those aged 85 and over).

The method for analysing the approximate number of deaths and
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hospitalisations prevented by the vaccine programme now takes into account
the impact of both first and second doses, due to more data being available.
Previously, the method only used the impact of the first dose of vaccination
on hospitalisations and deaths.

New analysis for the first time estimates that 2 doses of the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine provides around 85 to 90% protection against
symptomatic disease.

Health and Social Care Secretary, Matt Hancock said:

This new data shows the vaccine saves lives and protects you from
ending up in hospital with COVID-19.

The 13,000 deaths and the 39,100 hospitalisations that have been
prevented are not just numbers. They are our family, our friends,
our loved ones and a poignant reminder of the impact the vaccine is
having.

With the threat of new variants, it’s never been more important to
get the vaccine. We have now extended the call to 34 and 35 year
olds, so when you get the offer, please get the jab.

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisation at PHE, said:

As this data highlights, getting your vaccine is one of the most
important ways to beat the spread of this terrible disease,
protecting you and those around you. The vaccines are very safe and
very effective.

Each vaccine dose delivered helps us prevent lives being lost and
people becoming seriously ill, therefore protecting our hospitals.
That’s why it’s so important that you get both doses of your
vaccine as soon as they are offered to you.

Vaccines Minister, Nadhim Zahawi said:

This new data highlights the incredible impact that both doses of
the vaccine can have, with a second dose of the Oxford/AstraZeneca
vaccine providing up to 90% protection.

There is no better weapon to send this virus into retreat than our
life-saving vaccines. A second dose is vital to ensure you have the
strongest possible protection so we can return to normality and get
back to the things we love.

More than 1 in 3 adults across the country are already fully
vaccinated with both doses. I encourage everyone to book their jab
as soon as they are offered it and join the millions who are



protected from this virus.

Friday 14 May 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has published its latest weekly COVID-19 vaccine
surveillance report.

Analysis shows 33,000 hospitalisations and 11,700 deaths
prevented

New Public Health England (PHE) analysis indicates that the COVID-19
vaccination programme prevented 11,700 deaths in those aged 60 and older in
England up to the end of April – an additional 1,300 since the previous
update.

For the first time, analysis also suggests that at least 33,000
hospitalisations were prevented in those aged 65 and older in England, in the
same time period.

The work compared the observed number of deaths with the number of deaths
that would have been expected if the vaccine hadn’t been given during this
time period.

Using this method, PHE estimates that around 11,700 deaths were prevented by
the end of April – 9,900 in those aged 80 and over, 1,500 in those aged 70 to
79 and 300 in those aged 60 to 69.

Expected deaths with COVID-19 were estimated using real-world data on how
effective the vaccines are at preventing death and vaccine uptake.

New analysis also shows further evidence that the vaccine is highly effective
in preventing hospitalisations, especially in older age.

Up to the end of April, approximately 3,900 hospital admissions were
prevented in those aged 65 to 74, 13,100 in those aged 75 to 84 and 16,000 in
those aged 85 and older.

The number of hospitalisations prevented can be estimated by considering
vaccine effectiveness against hospitalisation, vaccine coverage and observed
hospitalisations, as well as through modelling.

The work takes into account the direct effects of vaccines. There is now
clear and increasing evidence that vaccines help to reduce transmission,
therefore it is likely that an even higher number of deaths and
hospitalisations have been prevented by the vaccination programme.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

In only a few short months, our COVID-19 vaccines have saved the
lives of over 11,700 people and stopped over 33,000 from being
hospitalised. After a heart-breaking and difficult year, that is
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remarkable.

That’s tens of thousands of parents, children, siblings, friends
and loved ones saved – and millions more who haven’t had to feel
the impact of that horrible loss too.

This is further proof that getting a vaccine is one of the most
important things you will be asked to do in your lifetime – when
offered the jab, don’t hesitate in securing this protection for
yourself and others.

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisation at PHE, said:

The vaccine has already saved so many lives and we can now see the
huge impact it has had on preventing people becoming seriously ill
and therefore also protecting our hospitals.

As these figures highlight, getting your vaccine could save your
life or stop you becoming seriously ill from COVID-19. It will also
significantly reduce your chances of getting infected and infecting
others. It is vital to get both doses of your vaccine when you are
offered it.

Minister for COVID-19 Vaccine Deployment Nadhim Zahawi said:

The COVID-19 vaccination programme continues at its record-breaking
pace and it’s fantastic to see the incredible impact it’s having on
the country already.

Wherever you come from, whatever your religion, ethnicity or
background, make sure to book in your vaccine when the time comes.
It’s an easy way in which you can play a part in our journey out of
the pandemic once and for all.

The data presented is as a result of people receiving their first dose of the
vaccine.

Separate analysis indicates that the protection against hospitalisation and
death from COVID-19 increases further following the second dose.

As more individuals are vaccinated and develop an immune response to the
second dose, future analyses will include the impact of the second dose.



Appointment of Sir Robert Francis QC
to undertake the infected blood
compensation framework study

News story

Appointment of Sir Robert Francis QC to undertake the infected blood
compensation framework study

The Paymaster General is pleased to announce the appointment of Sir Robert
Francis QC to carry out a study which will look at options for a framework
for compensation, and to report back to the Paymaster General with
recommendations, before the independent Infected Blood Inquiry reports. The
terms of reference of this study will be finalised following consultation
between Sir Robert and those infected and affected. Further details will be
announced shortly.

The study shall provide the Paymaster General with advice on potential
options for compensation framework design and solutions for consideration on
publication of the inquiry’s report.

The Paymaster General said:

“Sir Robert will be carrying out this study to provide the Government with
advice and recommendations on a potential compensation framework. Sir Robert
brings his vast legal expertise – including his background and experience in
medical ethics and clinical negligence work. He also has experience of
chairing public inquiries into issues involving medical negligence. Sir
Robert will bring the integrity and thoughtful consideration this review
requires.”

Sir Robert said:

“I feel privileged to be asked to undertake this review to advise on options
for a compensation framework for those who have suffered so grievously from
being given defective blood products. I look forward to finding out what
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those most closely affected need and what the options might be for a fair and
effective compensation scheme.”

Notes to editors:

Sir Robert Francis, QC is a barrister who before his recent retirement
from full time practice at the Bar, specialised in medical law,
including medical and mental health treatment and capacity issues,
professional discipline, and claims for damages in clinical negligence
cases.
Sir Robert received his knighthood in 2014 for services to healthcare
and patients.
He has acted as chairman of three inquiries into the care and treatment
of mental health service users who have committed homicide. He has
appeared as counsel for interested parties at a number of public
inquiries, including the Bristol Royal Infirmary Inquiry, the Royal
Liverpool Children’s Inquiry, and the Neale inquiry. He chaired the two
Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust inquiries (reports 2010 and 2013
respectively), and the Freedom to Speak Up Review (report 2015) into the
treatment of NHS staff who raise concerns.
He is now a non-executive director of the Care Quality Commission and is
Chair of Healthwatch England, the independent statutory champion of
people using healthcare and adult social care services.

Press queries should be directed to Cabinet Office Press Office at
pressoffice@cabinetoffice.gov.uk

Anyone who wishes to write to Sir Robert regarding the Compensation Study
should email ibcompframeworkstudy@cabinetoffice.gov.uk, rather than
contacting Sir Robert directly, but please note that full details of the
process for consultation with the infected and affected stakeholders will be
announced in due course.

Published 20 May 2021

Recruitment of 5 new members for the
Regulatory Policy Committee

News story

We are seeking 5 new members. The closing date for applications is Sunday 6th
June 2021
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The Regulatory Policy Committee (RPC) is an advisory non-departmental public
body of the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS).
The RPC provides independent, expert advice on the quality of analysis and
evidence used by departments and regulators in their assessments of the
economic impact on business from regulatory interventions.  

The RPC works to improve the transparency and accuracy of measurement of the
impacts of regulation. It is an important part of the better regulation
system, providing stakeholders with confidence that the costs and benefits
from regulatory change have been properly considered.  

We are looking for people that have the ability to bring an external and
independent perspective, providing constructive challenge and scrutiny, to
the quality of analysis and evidence underpinning regulatory proposals. We
are looking for up to 5 new members with skills in economics, law,
accountancy and experience of a business subject to regulation.

For further information and how to apply please visit the public appointments
website.

The closing date for applications is Sunday, 6 June 2021

Published 20 May 2021

Chancellor visits film & tv academy as
over 40,000 jobs in the sector
supported by government scheme

The Chancellor marked the figures with a visit to the London Screen Academy,
a Free School for 16-19-year olds wanting to work in the film and TV
industry. The school gives students from all backgrounds the opportunity to
go on to excel in screen industries, having achieved the UAL Level 3 Extended
Diploma (equivalent to three A-Levels).
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During the tour, the Chancellor saw how young people are gaining the skills
they need to get into work in an industry the government has supported
through the pandemic. He met students working for their end of year projects
and saw some filming, hair and make up practice, costume design and
postproduction editing.

He also met the Principal Charlie Kennard, and three of the founders of the
school, Eric Fellner, Tim Bevan and David Heyman, who have each produced some
of the UK’s favourite movies – such as the Harry Potter and Bridget Jones
films, Love Actually, Paddington, Billy Elliot, and Four Weddings and a
Funeral. Potter and Bridget Jones films, Love Actually, Paddington, Billy
Elliot, and Four Weddings and a Funeral.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak said:

We know that young people have been hit especially hard by the
crisis. That’s why we made them the focus of our Plan for Jobs,
which is supporting thousands of young people to find new jobs
through schemes like Kickstart, and our £3000 cash incentive for
employers to take on more apprentices.

It was great to see so many talented young people here today at the
London Screen Academy getting the practical skills they need to get
on the career ladder in an industry we have supported through the
pandemic.

With over 41,000 jobs protected through our Film & TV Restart
scheme and flexi-apprenticeships announced at Budget I’m confident
that there is an even brighter future ahead for the UK’s film and
TV industry.

The £500 million Film & TV Production Restart Scheme was launched in October
2020, to support productions across the country that have been halted or
delayed by an inability to obtain insurance for Covid-19 related risks. In
March 2021, the government extended the scheme to the end of 2021 to enable
the screen sector to operate throughout the year.

And to ensure people can enjoy these productions on the big screen as
restrictions ease, more than 200 independent cinemas have received a cash
boost of over £27m from the Government’s Cultural Recovery Fund – with 80% of
this funding going to cinemas outside London, from Penrith to Penzance.

Later in the summer companies will be able start bidding for money from a £7m
fund to take part in the new ‘flexi-job’ apprenticeship programme. New
agencies will be created which will allow apprentices to work with several
employers in one sector. This could be particularly helpful for people
starting a career the creative sector, like film and TV, where short-term
contracts are more common.

Through its Plan for Jobs the government is focused on giving young people
the best chance of staying in, or getting into, work. Through schemes like



Kickstart, the £3000 cash incentive for employers to take on more
apprentices, tripling the scale of traineeships, and helping unemployed
people through the Job Entry Targeted Scheme and Restart Schemes, the
government is creating new opportunities and protecting the livelihoods of
young people from all backgrounds as the country rebuilds and recover from
the pandemic.

Further information:

LSA is a London based, sixth form academy for students aged 16-19 years
old, founded by 6 UK film producers – Tim Bevan & Eric Fellner (Working
Title Productions), Lisa Bryer, David Heyman (Harry Potter, Paddington),
Barbara Broccoli & Michael Wilson (EON productions / James Bond Films).
LSA opened in September 2019 to a cohort of 310 students and since
welcoming their second cohort in September 2020 there are now 591
students at the school.

picture of the Chancellor’s visit are available at the Treasury’s
Flickr.
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