
Interactive GCSE, AS and A level data
visualisation tool launched

News story

Statistical information in a range of different topic areas is now available
in one place.

Ofqual has today (25 May) launched a new interactive visualisation which
brings together main trends from official statistical publications in one
place.

The interactive tool, drawn from Ofqual’s statistical releases, covers GCSEs,
AS and A levels and allows users to explore the main statistical trends over
the past few years.

The purpose of the visualisation is to provide an overview of key statistics.
Users are able to explore statistical information in a range of different
topic areas including: number of appeals, certificates, entries and
malpractice offences/penalties. Some breakdowns by exam board and centre type
are also available.

The question and answer section alongside the tool provides background
context on the statistics presented in the tool, including differences
between the number of candidates, the number of certificates, and the number
of entries. However, more contextual information may be required to
understand each set of figures. This information can be found in our official
statistics releases.

To view the Summary Statistics interactive visualisation, visit the Ofqual
Analytics page.
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Home Secretary Priti Patel speech on
immigration

For too long – for several decades in fact – immigration was a democratic
outlier.

And when politicians and commentators discussed immigration, we inevitability
heard a discussion based on economics and culture.

A crucial principle which was overlooked, was the principle of democracy.

And it was seen as entirely proper for the British people to express their
wishes at the ballot box on matters such as taxation, healthcare, education,
pensions, international relations, the environment, and law and order.

And yet concerns about immigration – its impact upon communities or control
over immigration numbers or policy, would in some quarters be met with
derision and scorn by parts of the political class.

Far too many politicians were indifferent to public opinion about this issue.

And too many were happy to assert that even raising the topic of immigration
was racist.

It has taken a referendum and change in government for politicians to
recognise that by choosing to ignore this issue, public frustration has also
contributed and led to a reframing of this debate.

It is a fact that successive governments failed to control immigration – and
there are a whole number of reasons as to why.

The problems and unhappiness this caused by among the public became
impossible for any politician to continue to ignore.

The British people voted to take back control of our borders in the 2016 EU
referendum.

They then drove the message home again at the 2019 general election.

And political parties of every hue have an obligation and responsibility to
face reality.

In 2016, the British people withdrew their consent to be governed – in part –
by the European Union.

They also withdraw their support for a broken immigration system.

We, therefore, have a democratic mandate and imperative to fix it.

In addition to seeking to fix the broken system, we also have a
responsibility to dispel many of the false myths and assertions around this
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issue.

Some still deny that immigration could ever be excessive, inanely claiming
that it is only ever a question of adequate investment.

This is to deny reality.

People across the country do not want their communities and way of life to
change beyond recognition.

And yet acknowledging this is not to be “anti-immigration”.

Neither I, the Prime Minister or our great country are anti-immigration.

And to those who say that I am – they are wrong.

Instead they are seeking to sow dissent, rather than address the very
concerns raised by the British public.

It is an undeniable fact that immigration has and continues to enrich – in
every sense of the word – our nation immeasurably.

People from every part of the world are here in the UK and are making
enormous contributions to our society, culture, economy, and individual
lives.

We all cherish this. And I want this to be part of our national life and
place in the world and for it to become stronger.

Immigration is part of my own story.

My family were forced from Uganda and they had the privilege to make a home
in the UK.

They worked ferociously hard to keep a roof over our heads and secure a life
for my family.

I owe them more than I can ever say.

I am a proud as a Briton and I am proud of my parents and of my British-
Indian background.

And I join the millions of British Indians and children of migrant families
who have established a life in one of the greatest countries in the world.

But there are many who struggle with this concept.

They do not speak for the silent majority who look to their government to
establish appropriate measures and controls on who comes to and settles in
the UK.

I believe in fairness and in law and order.

And I love our country just as much as someone whose great-great-grandparents



were born here – and I want our nation to succeed.

The government is taking back control of immigration.

Because there is such a thing as too much immigration and such a thing as too
little immigration.

And yes, the optimal level will be different at different times, and no,
calculating it may not be an exact science.

That doesn’t mean we should conclude it is hopeless.

The answer is to fix the system – to make it logical and fair.

The first thing we have done is restore public confidence in the immigration
system.

Over the last few decades, public confidence in our broken system was shot to
pieces.

But we have already taken a number of important steps, delivering on the
election manifesto promises of ending free movement and introducing a new,
points-based system.

We have published a fair but firm plan to stop people risking their lives on
dangerous journeys to the UK, break the business model of people smuggling
gangs, and speed up the removal of those with no legal right to be here.

But we know there is more to do.

The simple reality is it is not possible for everyone who wants to come and
live here to do so.

The concept of ‘open borders’ is a flawed one.

It would not be fair to the people of this country, whose taxes fund public
services and who have made it clear that they want control.

It would not be fair to those fleeing torture and persecution who want to use
safe and legal routes to get here.

The United Kingdom has a long, proud tradition of providing a home for people
fleeing persecution and oppression…

Such as, Jewish people escaping Hitler in the 1930s and 1940s.

Hungarians in the 1950s as the Soviet menace rolled in.

Exiled Ugandans in the 1970s.

Bosnians from the war-ravaged former Yugoslavia in the 1990s.

And victims of the Syrian conflict in recent years.



The entire government is committed to a generous and compassionate approach
to those in need.

And many of us have intensely personal reasons for feeling that way.

There is another wrong-headed approach to immigration that we must challenge.

And this is the fantasy approach.

It is sheer fantasy to say that we can give a home to anyone who wants to
come here.

Currently, there are an estimated 80 million displaced people around the
world.

As I have said before, our asylum system is fundamentally broken.

It is so unwieldy that the costs of the system have sky-rocketed to more than
£1 billion this year.

Our New Plan for Immigration is key to fixing it.

It will improve the routes available to those in need, so they don’t have to
put their lives in the hands of people smugglers.

Refugees who make their home here will be given support – more support to
integrate into the community, learn English, and become self-sufficient.

I want them not just to survive. I want them to thrive.

British nationality law has not changed since 1983 and it is now full of
anomalies.

Under my plan, the Home Secretary will be able to grant citizenship in
compelling and exceptional circumstances where someone has suffered
historical unfairness beyond their control.

We are also taking action so that the Windrush generation are not prevented
from qualifying for British citizenship because, through no fault of their
own, they were unable to return to the UK and meet residence requirements.

Immigration practices and processes of successive governments badly let down
the Windrush generation. I am utterly determined that this should not happen
again.

And we will fix the injustice which prevents a child from acquiring their
father’s citizenship if their mother was married to someone else at the time
of their birth.

My hands will no longer be tied, by an out of date broken system.

Our plan will reduce the incentives for people to come here illegally,
thereby removing the opportunity for criminal gangs to profit.



Allowing these repugnant gangs to continue to line their pockets is morally
wrong and against our national interest.

The profits they make fuel other terrible crimes including modern slavery and
extreme violence.

They use the same routes and methods to smuggle guns and drugs on to our
streets.

And we are coming after these gangs.

Those responsible for these heinous crimes will face the full force of the
law, with new maximum life sentences for people smugglers.

Since the start of 2020 we have secured more than 65 small boat related
prosecutions totalling over 53 years in custodial sentences.

Despite those who want to maintain the status quo – we will continue to
enhance our operational efforts against them, with greater powers for Border
Force to stop small boats.

Small boat detections reached record levels last summer.

As this summer approaches and the weather improves, more people will be
encouraged to make these dangerous crossings.

Just last week we have seen thousands of migrants entering the Spanish
territory of Ceuta. Every day people are putting their lives at risk getting
in small boats to cross the Mediterranean.

There is a desperate need to reform the global approach to ensure protection
for those genuinely fleeing persecution – so they can find sanctuary in the
first safe country – rather than place their lives in the hands of people
smugglers.

The UK will provide leadership and do everything we can to prevent more lives
being lost.

The next strand of our plan is about speeding up the removal of those with no
legal right to be in the UK.

For too long, we have been frustrated by those who know how to play the
system.

More than 10,000 foreign national offenders remain in the UK.

Among that number are individuals who have committed serious crimes,
including murder and rape.

Since the start of the year, we have removed more than 800 foreign national
offenders.

But there is much more to do. And we are taking further action.



I have a message to those who seek to disrupt the efforts of our enforcement
officers.

They should think about whether their actions may be preventing murderers,
rapists and high harm offenders from being removed from our communities – and
they should think long and hard about the victims of these crimes.

We will not allow such disruption to prevail.

Dismissing public concern about this state of affairs is monstrous.

Refusing to deal with it would be a gross dereliction of duty.

Enough is enough.

We are listening to the British people and we will deliver for them.

And as set out in the Queen’s Speech, we will bring forward legislation to
put the new plan for immigration into effect.

The British people want an immigration system that is fair.

And finally, politicians have caught up with them.

As we shape our reformed immigration policy, it is fair, rational, and right
that we think about the skills our country needs to flourish.

The people have spoken: they wanted us to end free movement – and we have.

At the start of this year, we delivered one of the biggest shifts in our
approach for decades, implementing a new points-based Immigration system.

As a member of the European Union, the accidentally said EU could not control
who came to this country to live and work.

Now we can prioritise skill and talent over where someone comes from.

We know that high-skilled migration helps foster innovation – that’s
important for the UK’s economic growth.

The unprecedented and devasting pandemic has made this need all the greater –
and of course the government has acted.

We have removed the cap on skilled workers and granted free visa extensions
for thousands of frontline health workers and their dependents.

As society opens up and we look forward to brighter days, our immigration
system will play an important role.

Attracting the most qualified people from overseas will enable us to build
back better and stronger.

And yes, we want employers to train and invest in our domestic workforce.



But we know that they always need access to global talent.

This is why the system is designed to keep the UK at the forefront of
innovation.

We are introducing bespoke routes to enable more students, scientists,
academics, investors, and entrepreneurs to come here.

Our global talent route for leaders in science, engineering, digital
technology, medicine, humanities, arts, and culture is already thriving.

And recent reforms mean that prestigious prize-winners can fast-track the
endorsement process and make a single visa application.

We provided and promised a simpler sponsorship process for skilled workers –
and we have delivered.

Our immigration system must let us respond quickly and effectively to world
events.

It worked very well in our response to the draconian national security laws
imposed on Hong Kong by the Chinese Government.

In recognition of the UK’s unique obligations towards those with British
Nationality Overseas status, we created the BN(O) visa.

This opened for applications at the end of January. And within weeks, we
launched a digital route for BN(O)s to submit their biometrics and validate
their identity using a digital app.

Global Britain will always stand up for what is right and uphold our
commitments – and this new route underlines that.

This is how a flexible and modern immigration system should work.

Far from turning away from the world, we are forging ever closer links with
international partners.

And Global Britain isn’t just a slogan – it’s a philosophy that underpins
everything we do.

Earlier this month, I signed a ground-breaking agreement with India.

It tackles illegal migration, both in the UK and in India, accelerating the
process of those who have no legal right to stay.

But it also gives opportunities for thousands of British and Indian citizens
to live and work legally in each other’s countries.

This agreement shows the way forward as we strive for a new gold-standard for
immigration – one which is both fair and firm.

The EU Settlement Scheme is another success story for this government.



We all remember the dire warnings about our ability to deliver.

Our opponents even said that we had no intention of doing so.

But we have delivered.

As of the end of April, the Scheme had received more than 5.4 million
applications and concluded more than 5.1 million.

There have been more than 4.9 grants of status.

And with just over a month left until the deadline to apply, our message to
EU citizens and their families remains the same: we value your contribution
to our country immensely and we want you to stay.

We have made substantial progress.

But we are relentless in pursuit of improvements to our society and security.

So today I have published a statement outlining our strategy for legal
migration and border control.

It is underpinned by a clear ambition:

To put in place the world’s most effective border system.

One that enables and supports growth and prosperity for the United Kingdom.

One that is simple to understand and operate.

The system will prioritise public protection by making our borders more
secure.

Those who play by the rules and seek to come to our country legally will
encounter a system that is straightforward and fair.

British people will have confidence that the strongest controls are in place.

There will be a seamless experience for people coming to the UK for
legitimate purposes.

As Home Secretary, my number one priority is the safety of the British
public.

Security is at the very heart of our New Plan for Immigration

This year, we will end the use of insecure ID cards for people to enter our
country and we will apply tougher UK criminality rules.

We are working on further reforms, including Electronic Travel
Authorisations, as part of a simpler and more secure, universal permissions
to travel requirement.

Our new plan will make it easier to identify potential threats before they



reach the border, through targeted and effective interventions from co-
ordinated multi-agency operations.

Our new fully digital border will provide the ability to count people in and
Count people out of the country.

We will have a far clearer picture of who is here and whether they should be
– and will act when they are not.

To the question – what’s next for immigration – the answer is wholescale
reform of the system.

Anything short of that would not be fair, would not keep our country safe,
and would not meet the demands of the British people I serve.

They want a new system that works for the law-abiding majority and against
those who abuse our hospitality and generosity.

One that welcomes those most in need of sanctuary and one that slams the door
on dangerous criminals.

One that attracts top talent from around the world.

Our immigration system is broken – and we will fix it.

We will ensure it reflects the values and the wishes of the majority of
Britons.

I know they are welcoming and open-minded.

I know they want an approach to immigration that is fair but firm.

And – at long last – they finally have one.

Police super-complaints: police use of
stop and search powers
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Pension fee shake-up

Press release

Government plans to protect small pension pots by limiting the level at which
fees can be charged on them will be outlined today.

Proposals include introducing a threshold of £100 or below which a person
cannot be charged a flat fee by their pensions provider, helping limit the
erosion of small pot pensions and protect savers.

This will stop pensions worth £100 or less and invested in the default funds
of schemes used for automatic enrolment being gradually whittled away by the
fees, a situation commonly faced by people who change jobs frequently or take
up short-term contracts.

Minister for Pensions, Guy Opperman said:

We all know what a success automatic enrolment has been in getting
more people saving into private pensions – with over 10 million
employees paying into a workplace pension since 2012.

But for some, particularly those who regularly take on short-term
work and change jobs frequently, there is a greater chance that
they will be automatically enrolled into new workplace pensions a
number of times, building up a collection of small pots. It is this
group we want to help by changing the way fees work.

The consultation will also set out plans to improve people’s understanding of
charges and help them to better compare pension products, to ensure they have
the pension that is right for them.

This work will complement plans to introduce pensions dashboards, which will
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allow individuals to keep track of their small pension pots more easily,
helping them to better plan for retirement.

The consultation follows the 2020 Review of the Default Fund Charge Cap and
Standardised Cost Disclosure, and the conclusion that it is right to
introduce a threshold or a ‘de minimis’ pot size below which flat fees cannot
be charged.

The government is seeking feedback from pension scheme providers, trustees,
members, and other interested parties and the consultation is open for
responses until 16 July 2021.

Additional information

The draft regulations are available on GOV.UK
The conclusion of the 2020 Review was that it is right to introduce a
threshold or a ‘de minimis’ pot size below which flat fees cannot be
charged. We therefore intend to amend The Occupational Pension (Charges
and Governance) Regulations 2015 to introduce the de minimis, and we are
using this consultation exercise to consult on these draft regulations.
Importantly, this consultation also seeks views on moving to a single,
universal charging structure, to improve member comprehension of charges
and enable them to better compare pension products, to ensure they have
a pension that is right for them.
We are aware that a move to a single percentage charge for member borne
costs, would impact on some providers who use an alternative charging
structure, which is why we are keen to hear the views of providers and
others with an interest in this consultation, in order to shape our
final policy in this area.
The consultation will run for 8 weeks, starting on 24 May 2021 and
ending on 16 July 2021. Please ensure your response reaches us by that
date as any replies received later may not be taken into account.
To respond to this consultation, please send your consultation responses
to pensions.charges@dwp.gov.uk
When responding please indicate whether you are responding as an
individual or representing the views of an organisation
We will aim to publish our response to this consultation on GOV.UK later
this year.

Media enquiries for this press release – 020 3267 5144

Follow DWP on:
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Charges for various fisheries offences
in latest MMO prosecutions

Trawler owner charged with failing to cooperate with MMO marine
officers

On 16 April 2021 David Gair, owner of Gair Trawler Agents, appeared at
Newcastle Magistrates Court charged with failure to comply with a reasonable
direction given by a marine enforcement officer.

The court heard how on 9 March 2020, Aquarius II (BH456), a 14.9 metre UK
registered fishing vessel owned by Gair Trawlers Limited and skippered by
David Gair, was boarded for inspection by MMO marine officers. Mr Gair was
directed by the officers to haul in his fishing gear for inspection. He
redeployed the gear back into the sea before officers had a chance to measure
it and refused to haul it back in.

Mr Gair pleaded guilty and was ordered to pay a fine of £623, £1,511.40 in
costs and a £62 victim surcharge.

Registered buyer of first sale fish fails to submit sales notes

On 4 May 2021 Russell Lovitt of HG Lovitt’s, Filey, North Yorkshire, appeared
at Scarborough Magistrates Court charged with failure to submit sales notes.

HG Lovitt’s has been a registered buyer of first sale fish since October
2016. On 8 May 2019 MMO marine officers visited HG Lovitts and requested all
of the submitted sales notes that they had for first sale purchases of fish.
During this visit two receipt books were removed for further assessment,
which showed over 370 purchases of fish had non-submitted sales notes.

Mr Lovitt pleaded guilty and was ordered to pay a fine of £4,000, £1,230 in
costs and a £190 victim surcharge.

Master and vessel owner fined for logbook offences

On 4 May 2021 David Wilkins and Matthew Wilkins, joint owners of 15.6 metre
vessel Nordstjernen (GY1477), appeared at Scarborough Magistrates Court
charged with failing to keep and submit an electronic logbook of fishing
activity.

The court heard how during a separate MMO investigation it was discovered
that between January 2018 and April 2019, fish merchant HG Lovitt had been
purchasing cod from Matthew Wilkins. A cross-check of the electronic log and
landing declaration from Nordstjernen for this period showed no entries for
cod.
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Both defendants pleaded guilty. Matthew Wilkins was ordered to pay a fine of
£10,200, costs of £872 and a £190 victim surcharge. David Wilkins was ordered
to pay a fine of £8,400, costs of £872 and a £190 victim surcharge.

An MMO spokesperson said:

Legislation is in place to protect fish stocks and provide key data
for setting fishing quotas. It is vital that this legislation is
adhered to.

When this is not the case the MMO will always take the appropriate
action, including prosecution, to ensure offenders do not benefit
from such illegal activity and to protect fish stocks for the wider
fishing industry and future generations.


