
Permit sought for Isle of Wight oil
and gas exploration

Press release

Company wants to explore site in Arreton for three years

United Kingdom Oil and Gas plc (UKOG) has applied for an Environmental Permit
to explore a proposed new well site in Arreton, Isle of Wight.

If granted, the permit would allow UKOG to operate at the proposed site
for a period of 3 years and to drill an exploratory borehole and one
side-track borehole.
The works would involve the installation of plant and equipment, well
drilling using a drilling rig and well testing.
Natural gas produced during the well testing would be incinerated in a
temporary on-site flare. Oil, water and surface water produced would be
collected and removed from site for further use, treatment or disposal.

UKOG is the holder of a number of Environmental Permits issued by the
Environment Agency in accordance with the Environmental Permitting (England
and Wales) Regulations 2016.

The public consultation on the new permit is now open and runs from Friday 11
June 2021 until midnight on Friday 9 July 2021.

An Environment Agency spokesperson said:

Public consultation lets people and organisations take part in our
decision making. We welcome specifically, comments on environmental
and health issues and where people have particular local knowledge.

We take all relevant comments into account when making our
decisions using information on the potential environmental and
human health impacts of the proposed activity. Our officers have
the specialist knowledge required to assess this application.
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An Environmental Permit sets out stringent conditions that all oil and gas
sites must adhere to. The Environment Agency will not issue an Environmental
Permit for a site if it is considered that activities taking place will cause
significant environmental pollution or harm to human health.

See further information on the permit application and details on how to take
part in the consultation

For further information, please email pscpublicresponse@environment-
agency.gov.uk

If you are unable to access the application online please call our national
contact centre on 03708 506 506, who will be able to help you between 9am and
6pm Monday to Friday.

For further information on how we determine applications, the timescales
involved and how we regulate onshore oil and gas, please visit our Onshore
oil and gas regulation page and our Onshore oil and gas sector guidance page

Public consultations See further information on when and how the Environment
Agency consults on permit applications and standard rules for environmental
permits
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DASA launches new Open Call: Security
Rapid Impact Innovations

The Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA) is pleased to launch a new open
call that focuses on tackling security challenges in the UK. The Security
Rapid Impact Innovations is now open, and seeks ideas that could enhance UK
security and is related to one or more of the following government
departments;

Home Office (HO)
Department of Transport (DfT) (in relation to security departments)
other Government Security Departments

How much funding is available?

There is no funding limit for Security Rapid Impact Innovations, however we
expect to fund bids between £100K – £350K.

Don’t miss out! The closing date for Cycle 1 of Security Rapid Impact
Innovations is 8 July 2021. Click here for more information.
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What innovations are we seeking?
Providing security for the UK and its citizens is one of the most important
and challenging responsibilities of government and is growing increasingly
diverse and complex. To maintain a strategic advantage, we need to ensure the
UK has capabilities to ensure public safety and deal with a broad range of
challenges that disrupt our way of life.

We are open to ideas that will seek to enhance understanding of threats to UK
security and safety, enable threat prevention, or enhance the threat
response.

DASA expects that some proposals will be relevant to both defence and
security.

What Technology Readiness Level is expected?

Security Rapid Impact Innovations are expected to deliver a technology model
or prototype demonstration at around Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 6 or 7,
at the end of the contract. This demonstration should be at a limited scale
and in the context or environment in which it is expected that the solution
would be used.

What does my Security Rapid Impact Innovations proposal need to
include?

your project should have a realistic prospect of achieving an impact
within a 3 year frame from the completion of the project and must
complete by March 2024
we will only fund proposals if there is a strong security user
requirement and capability need for the idea
your project can include a further priced option for a Testing and
Trialling phase

For more information and requirements for your proposal, click here.

Next step? Submit an innovation outline to an
Innovation Partner
Please note, for this Security Rapid Impact Innovations Open call a submitted
innovation outline is required prior to full proposal submission. To do this,
visit the contact a DASA Innovation Partner page and go through the easy to
follow steps.

The Innovation Partner will contact you within 10 working days of your
Innovation Outline submission. Once the Innovation Partner has considered
your outline, they will advise you whether your idea is suitable for DASA
funding and provide you with guidance on the bidding process.

The closing date for proposals is 8 July 2021.
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Foreign Secretary’s meeting with
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, 14 June 2021

Press release

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab met Australian Prime Minster Scott Morrison
today, following the G7 summit in Cornwall.

A Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office spokesperson said:

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab met Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison this afternoon.

During the meeting, the pair discussed the opportunities for the UK
and Australia to support open trade, economic development and
security in the Indo-Pacific region.

They discussed their shared focus on being a force for good across
the world, including in supporting human rights, media freedom and
freedom of religion or belief.

They underlined UK and Australian commitment to work together to
promote open societies and economies, protect our values and
confront coercion.

The pair also discussed future opportunities for collaboration to
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tackle the global threat posed by climate change.
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Infected blood compensation framework
study: consultation on terms of
reference

Sir Robert Francis QC launches consultation on terms of reference for
his independent study looking at options for a framework for
compensation for the victims of the infected blood tragedy.
Consultation will look at the suggested scope for the study from people
directly infected, and others with an interest.

The Paymaster General has appointed Sir Robert Francis QC to undertake an
independent study, looking at options for a framework for compensation for
the victims of the infected blood tragedy. The study will report back to the
Government with recommendations, before the Infected Blood inquiry reports.
The terms of reference of this study which will determine its scope and will
be finalised following consultation between the independent reviewer and
those infected and affected.

The purpose of this study is to advise on the parameters and principles of a
potential framework for a scheme of compensation to be paid to the victims of
infected blood. It is anticipated that the Inquiry’s findings and
recommendations may point towards such a scheme when it reports.

The study is a separate piece of work from the ongoing Infected Blood
Inquiry, which is an independent public statutory Inquiry. The findings of
the study will be made public and available to the Inquiry before its report
is published.

The purpose of doing this work now is to ensure that there is no unnecessary
delay in implementing any potential recommendations by the Inquiry in
relation to compensation or levels of financial support.

Suggested scope of the study
To help inform consultation on the study’s terms of reference, the following
points cover the suggested scope of the study:

To consider the rationale for such compensation
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Give independent advice to the Government regarding the design of a
workable and fair framework for compensation for individuals infected
and affected;

To consider the scope of such compensation, and whether it should be
extended beyond infected individuals and their partners, to include for
example affected parents and children, either because of the impact of
caring responsibilities or the effects of bereavement;

To consider the measures for compensation, looking at other national
schemes (for example, the compensation tribunal established in the
Republic of Ireland),

To consider the relationship between a compensation framework and the
current financial support schemes;

To consider options for administering the scheme.

Submit to the Government its report and recommendations as quickly as
possible and no later than the end of February 2022, to provide the
Government with advice on potential options for compensation framework
design.

Sir Robert is keen to receive comments on this suggested scope for the study
from people directly infected, and others with an interest. He is
particularly interested in the following areas so responses should be framed
along these lines:

Do these points capture all the things the study should consider?
Do they cover the right areas?
Are there issues missing from this list which Sir Robert should look at?

Consultation deadline extended
The deadline for the consultation about the Study’s terms of reference has
been extended until 9 August, to allow the recognised legal representatives
(RLRs) of infected and affected core participants to provide submissions. The
RLRs will be asked to make their submissions about draft terms of reference
which will be based on the responses to the consultation received so far, and
provided to the RLRs on 26 July. Because of the wholly exceptional nature of
this issue, limited funding will be made available to each firm for the
purposes of completing this piece of work on the consultation. Sir Robert
will consider responses to the consultation before submitting his proposals
to the Paymaster General for decision. The terms of reference will be
published shortly afterwards.



Approach
It is not the intention of the study to interfere with the work of the
statutory public inquiry or anticipate its findings, or compromise it in any
way. The study will, however, take account of evidence heard and published by
the Inquiry.

The study is quite different to the public inquiry. It will not undertake, or
otherwise commission, new evidence in relation to the facts being
investigated by Sir Brian, but the views of the infected and affected
community on such a compensation scheme and their experiences of seeking
support will be at the heart of the study. Sir Robert will want to hear
directly from people directly affected, as well as being able to call on
Department for Health and Social Care, HM Treasury and other departments for
information and analysis to which the study may have regard.

The study will:

Listen to the experiences and views of those who have suffered harm.
Consult with relevant individuals or organisations with experience of
setting up a compensation framework to offer workable solutions to
assist in the design.
Look at other compensation schemes, for example the Republic of Ireland
compensation tribunal, to consider how they operate and what lessons can
be taken for the design of a UK scheme.
Provide advice and recommendations to The Government

The study will not:

Re-run evidence already being heard by the Inquiry in relation to the
historical background to the tragedy or how it happened.
Require victims to have legal representation to put forward their views.
Sir Robert is keen to hear directly from infected and affected people
and this study is not intended to re-run the legal submissions made to
the Inquiry. Participants can of course engage legal representation to
present their contributions, but we do not think this will be necessary.

PM meeting with Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sánchez: 14 June 2021

Press release

Prime Minister Boris Johnson met Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez at the
NATO Summit in Brussels today.
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The Prime Minister met Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez at the NATO
Summit in Brussels today.

The leaders discussed their shared commitment to deepening the already strong
UK-Spain bilateral relationship across a huge range of issues including
trade, defence and security. They also said they would continue to work
together to tackle Covid.

They agreed that the political agreement on Gibraltar, reached on 31st
December, provided a framework for a future agreement with the EU and the
Prime Minister thanked Prime Minister Sanchez for his pragmatic approach on
this issue. They leaders also agreed that the UK and Spain both have a role
to play in bringing prosperity to the whole region.

On the Northern Ireland Protocol, the Prime Minister said a constructive way
forward needs to be found which preserves both the Belfast (Good Friday)
Agreement and the territorial integrity of the UK.

The Prime Minister looked forward to working with Prime Minister Sanchez
ahead of the UK-hosted COP26 Summit to build on the progress made at last
year’s Summit in Madrid. They agreed that large economies have an essential
role to play in helping low and middle-income countries to grow their
economies in a green and sustainable way.
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