
Poor infrastructure hampering Armed
Forces initial training

Ten Armed Forces establishments have been graded good for their initial
training offering. However, persistent weaknesses in resources,
infrastructure and accommodation are affecting the quality of recruits’
experiences.

Ofsted has published its 14th annual report on the effectiveness of care and
welfare arrangements for recruits, trainees and officer cadets. The annual
report draws on evidence from 13 inspections, including a single ungraded
inspection of 5 University Royal Naval Units (URNUs) and their headquarters.

Recruits and trainees generally benefit from high-quality training, care and
welfare arrangements. But too often, Ofsted found senior officers and their
staff spending time dealing with the legacy of a lack of investment in
infrastructure, or handling poor maintenance contracts. The RAF Officer
Training Academy (RAFOTA) at RAF Cranwell, for example, had classrooms with
leaking roofs and accommodation blocks that frequently lacked hot water and
heating.

Inspectors also found that the needs of female recruits or trainees were not
being considered fully. Women are often accommodated away from their male
peers to ensure privacy. But this has led to some being isolated, especially
in establishments where there are very few female recruits. In other
instances, staff did not always ensure that female recruits were issued with
uniforms or equipment that fitted them properly, increasing the risk of
injury.

This was the second year that Ofsted has used the revised inspection handbook
to inspect care and welfare in Armed Forces initial training establishments.

Inspectors graded the key judgement areas of:

training and support
personal and professional development
quality of facilities
infrastructure and resources
effectiveness of leadership and management

They also provided an overall effectiveness grade for each establishment.

Ten of the Regular and Reserve establishments were graded good for overall
effectiveness and most of the key judgements. ITC Catterick was judged
outstanding in 2 of the key judgement areas: quality of training and support,
and leadership and management. Two establishments were judged to require
improvement: RAFOTA at RAF Cranwell, and the Defence Medical Academy (DMA).

Ofsted’s report recommends that all Regular and Reserve training
establishments:
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urgently deal with the continuing and repeated failures in
infrastructure. Provide commanding officers and their teams with clear
guidance and funding to improve accommodation and infrastructure so that
recruits, trainees and staff can live, learn and work in good-quality,
well-maintained settings
ensure that female recruits and trainees are given suitable kit and
uniforms, and accommodation that provides adequate security, privacy and
facilities

His Majesty’s Chief Inspector, Amanda Spielman, said:

I would like to congratulate the commanding officers, and their
teams, at the good establishments this year. Their success is
indicative of the very good work that so many military and civilian
staff do to train and care for recruits and trainees.

However, more remains to be done to address weaknesses in
resources, infrastructure and accommodation, which affect the
quality of training and recruits’ and trainees’ experiences. I
strongly urge colleagues in the Ministry of Defence to deal with
the recommendations from this report to ensure future generations
of Armed Forces personnel get the high-quality training, care and
welfare they deserve.

Inspections of 8 Regular training establishments and 4 Reserve units
contributed to the annual report as well as the single ungraded inspection of
5 URNUs and their headquarters. Ofsted used a new inspection model for
University Service Units (USUs) and now intends to carry out graded
inspections of other USUs using the same model.

All inspections were carried out between October 2021 and May 2022.

Project update on National Underground
Asset Register published

News story

The Geospatial Commission publishes a project update on the National
Underground Asset Register (NUAR) and invites participation from all asset
owners in Northern Ireland and England.
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The Geospatial Commission today published an update on the status of the
National Underground Asset Register (NUAR) and invited all asset owners from
Northern Ireland and England to start participating.

This publication marks the first anniversary of the build phase and provides
a summary of progress over the past year, as well as the economic case and a
timeline for the next two years.

In line with the government’s growth priorities, NUAR will use modern
technologies and ways of working to revolutionise the way buried
infrastructure is installed, maintained, operated and repaired across
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The NUAR platform has developed well over the first 12 months of the build
phase, and a large number of asset owners from across all sectors have
already provided their data and signed agreements to allow it to be shared
with others.

In the next 12 months the Geospatial Commission will continue to seek user
feedback, develop the service and engage with stakeholders on the future
operational model of NUAR.

National engagement

Following the progress made to date with development of the service and
levels of engagement seen across North East England, Wales and London, the
Geospatial Commission are now at the stage to invite asset owners from
Northern Ireland and the rest of England to start to engage with NUAR.

If you have not already been contacted by the Geospatial Commission team
about sharing underground asset data then please email
nuaronboarding@cabinetoffice.gov.uk.

Published 6 October 2022
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West Burton selected as home of STEP
fusion plant

West Burton, North Nottinghamshire, selected as the home of the
ambitious STEP fusion energy programme, underpinning an industry
expected to be worth billions to the UK economy
Fusion promises to be a safe, low carbon and sustainable part of the
world’s energy supply with potential to help sustain net zero in the
future

The UK Government has confirmed the West Burton power station site in North
Nottinghamshire will be home to the ground-breaking STEP prototype fusion
energy plant.

The Spherical Tokamak for Energy Production (STEP) plant will be designed and
constructed to demonstrate the ability to put net electricity on the grid. It
will also pave the way to enable future commercial fusion energy plants to be
commissioned and constructed.

Fusion energy has great potential to deliver safe, sustainable, low carbon
energy for generations to come. It is based on the same processes that power
the sun and stars.

The Government-backed STEP programme will create thousands of highly skilled
jobs during construction and operations, and attract other high-tech
industries to the region, furthering the development of science and
technology capabilities nationally.

The ambitious programme will also commit immediately to the development of
apprenticeship training centres in Nottinghamshire, building on the success
of the UK Atomic Energy Authority’s (UKAEA) Oxfordshire Advanced Skills
centre in Culham, which develops around 180 apprentices from 25 employers
every year.

Business & Energy Secretary Jacob Rees-Mogg said:

“Fusion offers unparalleled potential for clean power production, promising a
future of inexhaustible energy that could unshackle us from fossil fuels and
make us truly self-sufficient and secure.

“Over the decades we have established ourselves as pioneers in fusion science
and I am delighted to announce an important step in that mission, replacing
the West Burton coal-fired power station with a beacon of bountiful green
energy. The plant will be the first of its kind, proving the commercial
viability of fusion energy to the world.

“It could be an industry worth billions of pounds to the UK economy,
positioning the UK to design, manufacture and export the first fleet of
fusion plants, and putting us at the vanguard of a future market.”
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Professor Ian Chapman, UKAEA Chief Executive, said:

“Selecting the location of the STEP prototype plant is a huge, visible moment
in the challenging and long-term endeavour of bringing fusion energy to the
grid. West Burton is a natural fit for the STEP programme with a rich
industrial heritage now being developed and repurposed for a low carbon
future. It really is ‘from fossil fuels to fusion’.

“We look forward to working with people in the region to develop our
ambitious plans and realising broader social and economic benefits.”

The West Burton site, which is home to a coal-fired power station owned by
EDF, was selected following a rigorous assessment process over almost two
years. Fifteen locations were long-listed following an open call for sites in
December 2020 and this was reduced to five after assessments in October 2021.
The second round of assessments concluded in the spring with UKAEA making its
final recommendations to the Secretary of State in May 2022.

Fusion has the potential to provide a near-limitless future source of low
carbon energy, complementing other sustainable sources like wind and solar.
When a mix of two forms of hydrogen are heated to extreme temperatures – 10
times hotter than the core of the sun – they fuse together to create helium
and release huge amounts of energy.

The energy created from fusion can be used to generate electricity in the
same way as existing power stations. Fusion is many million times more
efficient, per kilogram, than burning coal, oil or gas. The raw materials
needed to provide the fuel for fusion are readily available in nature.
However, there remains a number of significant technical hurdles to overcome
to realise fusion, and the STEP programme aims to address these.

STEP is expected to pave the way to the commercialisation of fusion and the
potential development of a fleet of future plants around the world. UKAEA,
which carries out fusion energy research on behalf of the UK Government, is
targeting first operations in the early 2040s.

The other sites shortlisted to host STEP were Ardeer, North Ayrshire;
Moorside, Cumbria; Goole, East Yorkshire; and Severn Edge, Gloucestershire.

Prime Minister urges Europe to ‘stand
firm’ against Russian aggression ahead
of regional summit

Prime Minister to attend European leaders’ meeting in Prague to
galvanise the response to Putin’s invasion of Ukraine
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Liz Truss will hold talks on securing UK energy supply and tackling
migration, and will encourage allies to end energy dependence on Russia
UK will play a leading role in the summit to drive international action
on national priorities

The Prime Minister will urge leaders to stand united in the face of Russian
aggression as Europe faces “its biggest crisis since the Second World War”,
when she addresses a regional summit in the Czech Republic today [6th
October].

Liz Truss will attend the meeting of leaders from across Europe to shore up
support for Ukraine and galvanise collective action on energy security and
migration, delivering on UK priorities.

In a series of bilateral meetings and plenary sessions in Prague, the Prime
Minister will encourage countries to go further and faster to end Europe’s
reliance on Russian hydrocarbons and “usher in a new era of resilience and
independence.”

She will call on leaders to commit at the summit to keeping gas and
electricity interconnectors open this winter and is expected to hold talks on
joint projects to develop new nuclear and offshore wind capacity.

The Prime Minister will also meet key countries on the migration route,
including the leaders of France and the Netherlands, to drive progress on
joint operations to disrupt criminal gangs profiting from illegal migration.

Prime Minister Liz Truss will tell the opening plenary session in Prague:

Europe is facing its biggest crisis since the Second World War. And
we have faced it together with unity and resolve.

We must continue to stand firm – to ensure that Ukraine wins this
war, but also to deal with the strategic challenges that it has
exposed.

The Prime Minister is expected to set out that the UK has continued to play a
leading role in Europe outside the European Union, demonstrated by the
response to the invasion of Ukraine.

The UK has forged new defensive alliances through the Joint Expeditionary
Force and bolstered regional security as the largest European contributor to
NATO. This week, the UK deployed Royal Navy frigate HMS Enterprise to the
North Sea to work with Norway on protecting critical national energy
infrastructure, following the shocking sabotage on the Nordstream 1 & 2
pipelines.

Speaking at the opening of the summit, the Prime Minister will say we need
to:



…learn the lessons of the war. The threat was left to fester for
far too long. Now, at last, we are tackling Putin’s aggression head
on.

And we should take the same approach with other challenges before
us – including longstanding regional issues like energy and
migration.

Instead of the old approach which merely dealt with the symptoms,
it’s time to address the fundamental causes.

The European Political Community meeting in Prague is an opportunity for
leaders from across the continent, including EU and non-EU states, to work
together to address urgent shared challenges.

The Prime Minister is expected address the opening plenary session and attend
a working group on energy security, as well as holding a series of bilateral
talks and informal meetings with leaders.

Tees Valley Hydrogen Hub boosted by
£20 million competition

government launches £20 million competition for industry to harness the
power of hydrogen in new transport projects
competition aims to clean city air and lower carbon emissions on a wide
range of transport from buses to delivery vehicles
the hub will develop solutions towards using hydrogen in transport,
which could create hundreds of jobs, help to decarbonise the nation’s
transport sector and provide energy security

Tees Valley will host a new £20 million competition, where successful bidders
will push the boundaries of hydrogen to see how it can be used to create a
cleaner and more efficient transport sector.

Hydrogen, which produces no carbon emissions when used as a fuel, has an
abundance of potential yet to be unlocked. The Hydrogen Transport Hub
competition will encourage growth in this vital sector.

As part of the competition, run by Innovate UK, businesses and research
groups will collaborate to discover how hydrogen can be used as a reliable
fuel source. From lowering carbon emissions on grocery deliveries to making
the air in cities cleaner, today’s investment opens up the possibilities of
hydrogen to revolutionise how people live and breathe across the country.

The competition will address challenges such as refuelling on a large scale,

http://www.government-world.com/tees-valley-hydrogen-hub-boosted-by-20-million-competition/
http://www.government-world.com/tees-valley-hydrogen-hub-boosted-by-20-million-competition/


ensuring buses and coaches can use hydrogen in public transport ecosystems
and how to make the supply chain greener with hydrogen-fuelled HGVs.

As the technologies develop, the research from this competition will help
bring about the large-scale production of low-carbon hydrogen, which could
also reduce the nation’s reliance on imported fossil fuels.

Today’s announcement (6 October 2022) will also see an additional £300,000
put forward to support upskilling the local workforce and foster a
specialised skills base and pipeline of talent, further cementing Tees
Valley’s status as the home of hydrogen. This will help grow the UK economy
with a transport system that is resilient to global energy prices,
environmentally friendly and could see the creation of hundreds of skilled
jobs. 

Transport Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan said:

Climate change is one of the biggest challenges this generation
faces, and with transport contributing 24% to the UK’s CO2 levels,
we are working hard to change things now and for the future.

Tees Valley continues to be the beacon for hydrogen technologies
and will be further supported by £20 million going to the best and
the brightest ideas that will create a world-leading industry with
more skilled jobs in the heart of the north of England.

Tees Valley Mayor Ben Houchen said:

With ever-increasing global energy prices, a looming net zero
deadline but a real chance to grab the emerging opportunity with
both hands, now more than ever, we must be looking to the cleaner,
safer and healthier industries of the future, such as hydrogen.

The first phase of our Hydrogen Transport Hub pilot, at sites
including Teesside Airport, has already proved a great success,
showing how these vehicles can be used safely, effectively and
cleanly in a whole range of ways.

Now, thanks to this competition, our brilliant innovative
businesses can go further to unlock the potential of hydrogen to
transform our transport system and undertake vital research that –
alongside plans by BP, Kellas Midstream, Northern Gas Networks and
others – will cement our area as a hydrogen powerhouse.

With this new funding, the Hydrogen Transport Hub, a testing ground of
hydrogen-focused businesses and expertise, will see its largest competition
launch.

The previous competition earlier this year saw over £2.6 million awarded to



various winners to develop 21 vehicles. That included Toyota, which provided
hydrogen vehicles for local police forces and HVS trucks which developed a
hydrogen-powered van for large supermarkets to deliver largescale groceries,
to offer a solution for when batteries cannot. Setting a good foundation,
these examples are just the touchpaper to set alight the imagination of
British businesses when building a greener economy, helping consumers
seamlessly transition to a lower carbon lifestyle.

As a result, the UK is one step closer to solving one of the biggest
challenges to reaching net zero in seeing larger vehicles utilising hydrogen
across the transport network beyond battery power, with the winning bids
aiming to display their final products from Spring 2023. 

Innovate UK CEO Indro Mukerjee said:

Hydrogen innovation will play a key part in the UK’s net zero
ambitions and Innovate UK is ready to work with the most innovative
businesses in this field.

We are pleased to partner with the Department for Transport and
Tees Valley to help deliver a cleaner, greener future economy for
the region and the UK.

Today’s funding will further bolster an area that has seen renewed private
investment in the last few years with fuel companies like BP, which is due to
build a large-scale hydrogen production facility in Teesside.


