
Proposal to expand Surrey Hills Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Surrey Hills Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) extension to be
considered.
Natural England will take forward the Prime Minister’s commitment in his
10 Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution to designate more
national landscapes.
Renewed commitment to boost nature recovery and help more people access
Britain’s most beautiful landscapes as we build back greener from the
pandemic.

Natural England is today (Thursday 24 June) announcing that the Surrey Hills
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is to be considered for boundary
expansion. Securing this designation would allow the area to benefit from
greater protections, so that more of England’s beautiful landscapes are
safeguarded for future generations.

The Surrey Hills AONB stretches across a quarter of the county of Surrey and
includes the chalk slopes of the North Downs from Farnham in the west to
Oxted in the east, and extends south to the deeply wooded Greensand Hills
which rise in Haslemere.

On the doorstep of London, an extension to the Surrey Hills AONB boundary
would give greater access to the natural environment. This would help
preserve its rural heritage, promote tranquillity and give more access to
nature for the benefit of people’s health and wellbeing.

Newlands in Surrey

Three other areas – the Chilterns, Cheshire Sandstone Ridge and Yorkshire
Wolds – will be considered for greater protections, with potential to deliver
over 40% of the additional 4,000 square kilometres required to meet the UK’s
commitment to protect 30% of our land by 2030.

Allison Potts, Area Manager for Natural England, said:

The Surrey Hills is an iconic and beautiful landscape encompassing
rare habitats from chalk grassland to extensive ancient woodland
and is enjoyed by millions of residents and visitors from all
across the region.

We are very excited to announce proposals to explore an extension
to the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, a move we
hope will boost nature’s recovery and help more people access one
of England’s most beautiful landscapes, as we build back greener
from the pandemic.

http://www.government-world.com/proposal-to-expand-surrey-hills-area-of-outstanding-natural-beauty/
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Heather Kerswell, Chair of the Surrey Hills AONB Board, said:

We are delighted that work is starting on a proposed extension to
this nationally important landscape. I find it difficult to
understand why the existing boundary was drawn so incredibly tight
and excluded many beautiful natural landscapes. This will be a once
in a lifetime opportunity to assess how the boundaries should be
redrawn to benefit nature and people and to give these areas the
protection they deserve. We will be working closely with Natural
England and local partners.

Julian Glover, who led the government’s independent review of England’s
National Parks and AONBs, said:

It’s over 70 years since we first began to protect our national
landscapes. Now it’s time to redouble our efforts to do more for
nature and more for the people who live in and visit wonderful
places such as the Surrey Hills, by finding fair and swift ways to
sort out their boundaries. I’m really pleased that Natural England
and the government are working with local groups to make sure we
get it right.

The proposals follow the independent review led by Julian Glover, which
called for action to make our protected landscapes greener, more beautiful
and open to everyone. Natural England welcomed the review which set out a
compelling vision for more beautiful, biodiverse and accessible National
Parks and AONBs.

Chair of Natural England Tony Juniper said:

Today’s announcement signals an ambitious step forward in growing
our family of precious national landscapes, as well as protecting
and improving the ones we have.

One thing that has become very apparent recently, and especially
during the pandemic, is the enormous benefit people get from having
access to beautiful nature-rich landscapes. These can, however, be
hard for many people to access, thereby raising the question of how
more can be done to bring nature and people closer together. On
this, we see huge opportunities arising from the establishment of
the England Nature Recovery Network, of which wilder national
landscapes will be a vital part.

As Government’s statutory landscape adviser, we look forward to
continuing to work closely with Government, designated landscape
bodies and stakeholders to deliver more for and through England’s
diverse landscapes.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-review


Reigate in Surrey

Further information
Find out more about the Surrey Hills
See further details about today’s announcement
Natural England is the government’s statutory advisor on landscapes in
England, with duties and powers to conserve and enhance landscapes that
include the designation of National Parks and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty
The designation process is likely to take several years and will be a
collaborative process including local stakeholders at every step

These new areas of landscape designation have been selected through an
evidence-based assessment from proposals that have been made to Natural
England over the last 10 years.

The 4 areas across the country being considered for
designation are:

An extension to the Surrey Hills AONB – to consider including areas of
high scenic quality including chalk grassland, parkland and historic
features adjacent to the existing AONB
An extension to the Chilterns AONB – to consider many special features
including chalk streams, magnificent beechwoods, native woodland and
wildflower-rich hills, bringing nature closer to populations in North
London
Cheshire Sandstone Ridge AONB – a diverse, distinctive, and celebrated
landscape located in the heart of Cheshire, in close proximity to the
large populations of NW England, rich in heritage, archaeology,
wildlife, and culture
Yorkshire Wolds AONB – a tranquil landscape of rolling hills, valleys
and open plateaux interspersed with ancient woodland, chalk streams,
farm holdings and historic villages, extending north from the River
Humber

Today, the Environment Secretary will set out the government’s support for
improved nature recovery and public access in National Parks and Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty ahead of a consultation on draft proposals later
this year. The statement will also outline a new ‘Farming in Protected
Landscapes’ programme to support farmers and other land managers to improve
their landscapes and create thriving destinations for communities to enjoy.
As Government’s statutory landscape adviser, the proposals for new
designations will be delivered by Natural England, who will also be
supporting the new programme for farmers in protected landscapes.

https://www.surreyhills.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/natural-england-announces-landmark-new-programme-for-protected-landscapes


CDE Global first to access UKEF
Standard Buyer Loan Guarantee
About the transaction: CDE Global

Region Northern Ireland
Sector Manufacturing

Export location Tunisia
UKEF support Standard Buyer Loan Guarantee

Cookstown-based CDE Global design, manufacture and commission wet processing
plants and equipment for construction and recycling operations around the
world. With support from our Standard Buyer Loan Guarantee pilot programme,
the business was able to secure a multi-million pound contract to expand
production capabilities at a silica quarry in Oueslatia, Tunisia.

With the commercial market unable to provide a solution to support extended
repayment terms, CDE contacted UKEF. We were able to cover a nine-year
facility for their buyer to finance the contract, significantly boosting
CDE’s turnover and supporting jobs at the company.

The maximum amount that can be made available under the Standard Buyer Loan
Guarantee is 85% of the contract value and is typically relevant for
contracts between £1 million and £30 million. The new product aims to provide
more financing options for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that are
looking to export.

The financing for this deal with CDE was arranged by AF Capital Partners,
which is a new partner for UKEF and reflects our initiative to increase
support for smaller deals.

Marc Jennings, CEO of CDE, said:

This is the second time we’ve partnered with UKEF. Its export sales
support facilitated the development of a major recycling project in
Europe, a very important sector for our future growth.

The finance facility offered by UKEF for this new project, a second
silica sand wet processing plant for our customer Sebri Group, is a
boost to our business, sustaining engineering manufacturing roles,
and the access to finance ensures our customer can continue to
invest in the best solution to help them grow.

Commenting on the deal, Andrew Woolfson, Partner at AF Capital
Partners, added:

This scheme allows buyers to make their choice based on the quality
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of the goods alone. For CDE, it has single-handedly brought an
export contract to the UK that was otherwise being awarded to a
German competitor. We look forward to being part of a product that
can grow UK exports for many years to come.

Find out more details about the deal on the CDE Global website.

Putting the right finance and insurance in place can give you the exporting
edge, helping you to win contracts, fulfil orders and get paid.

Tell us about your business
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Mitie Care & Custody (C&C) Ltd awarded
Home Office contracts to run Dungavel
Immigration Removal Centre (IRC) and
Derwentside IRC

News story

Mitie C&C Ltd has been awarded the contract to manage Dungavel Immigration
Removal Centre (IRC) on behalf of the Home Office.

https://www.cdeglobal.com/news/2021/february/somevam-invests-in-second-cde-silica-sand-wash-plant?utm_campaign=CDE%20Solv&utm_source=Referral&utm_medium=UKEF_website&utm_term=press_release&utm_content=SOMEVAM_second_wash_plant
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Mitie C&C Ltd has been awarded the contract to manage Dungavel Immigration
Removal Centre (IRC) on behalf of the Home Office following a rigorous
Competitive Procedure with Negotiation process.

The contractor has also been appointed, following a separate procurement
exercise, to manage the new Derwentside for women in County Durham ‘formerly
known as Hassockfield STC’.

The Dungavel contract will begin on 25 September 2021 and includes
significant improvements to the previous contract. These improvements
include:

More staff on site to improve safety and welfare of both residents and
staff.
A dedicated welfare team available daily to focus on residents’ needs.
The ability to increase or decrease the number of residents being housed
at the IRC at one time.

These improvements are just one part of the Home Office strategy to modernise
the immigration detention estate and create a better, safer environment for
those in our care in line with Stephen Shaw’s reviews of welfare in
immigration detention.

Derwentside will replace Yarl’s Wood as the main IRC for detained women and
is a new, smaller, facility that will maintain the standards and high
expectations for the detention of women.

The two-year Derwentside contract was signed on 4 June 2021, with the opening
of the IRC expected in Autumn 2021.

Mitie C&C Ltd have prior experience in managing IRCs and currently manage
Harmondsworth and Colnbrook at Heathrow.

The current operator for Dungavel is GEO UK Limited, who will be working with
both Mitie C&C Ltd and the Home Office to ensure a smooth and successful
transition.

The immigration removal estate is kept under ongoing review to ensure that
the Home Office has sufficient resilience, geographical footprint and
capacity for the men and women it is necessary to detain for the purposes of
removal, while providing value for money.
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New non-executive director appointed
to UKSA

News story

Professor John Aston has been appointed as non-executive board member of the
UK Statistics Authority.

Professor John Aston has been appointed as a non-executive board member of
the UK Statistics Authority for a period of three years beginning on 1 July
2021.

Professor Aston is Harding Professor of Statistics in Public Life at the
University of Cambridge, where he leads research into the use of quantitative
evidence in public policy making, works with those in public life to ensure
the best methods are used, and aims to improve the use of statistics and
other quantitative evidence in public policy debates. He was awarded a
knighthood in the 2021 Queen’s Birthday Honours for services to statistics
and public policymaking.

Until recently he was also the Chief Scientific Adviser to the Home Office,
and formerly was a board member and trustee of the Alan Turing Institute.

Professor Aston specialises in applied statistics, with particular interests
in official and public policy statistics, statistical neuroimaging, and
statistical linguistics. He has previously spent time working in the United
States and Taiwan.

Professor Aston has been appointed under the provisions of the Statistics and
Registration Service Act 2007, for a period of three years, from 1 July 2021
until 30 June 2024.
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