
DfT Minister and CSA see first-hand
the science keeping people safe in the
UK

News story

The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory showcases its world-leading
research carried out for the Department for Transport.

Aviation Minister Robert Courts viewing security scanning equipment at Dstl

The Undersecretary of State for the Department for Transport (DfT), Robert
Courts MP and DfT’s newly appointed Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA) Professor
Sarah Sharples have made their first visit to the Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory (Dstl). Gareth Davies, the Director General for
Aviation, Maritime and International Security also joined the visit.

The trio were shown detailed demonstrations and presentations showcasing the
innovative Science and Technology (S&T) that Dstl undertakes in areas that
directly support DfT. Dstl experts highlighted the impact of their work and
the importance it has on supporting policy decisions that are made in the
transport security sector.

Aviation Minister Robert Courts said:

Dstl is a national asset, and I had the privilege of seeing first-
hand the world-leading research and development work they are doing
with the Department for Transport to help keep our transport
network safe and secure.

Demonstrations included an explosive display which was aimed to show the
difference between military grade and home-made explosives, how science is
helping to improve airport security and how Dstl expertise helps to develop
training aids for explosive sniffer dogs.
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DfT’s CSA Professor Sarah Sharples, said:

One of the things that we’ve really learned today is how important
it is to not just think about the threats and the challenges we’re
facing now, but also what we’re going to be facing in the future,
so we can be really well prepared. And that’s everything from
thinking about how to prevent difficult events from happening, but
also about if those events do happen, how we can make sure that our
transport system is resilient and able to respond and recover as
quickly as possible.

The visit also highlighted the vital work Dstl does in bringing terrorists to
justice, with careful evidence based thinking and thorough testing to gather
evidence that holds people who commit atrocities to account.

Dstl’s Interim Chief Executive, Doug Umbers said:

Though we’ve been delivering our science to DfT for a number of
decades now, this visit was a great opportunity to show DfT first-
hand how much work goes into the work we deliver, but also to be
able to show physically some of the key areas of work and how the
science and research makes an impact.
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Microsoft announced as a Principal
Partner for COP26

Microsoft joins SSE, ScottishPower, NatWest Group, National Grid, Sky,
Sainsbury’s, Hitachi, Reckitt and GSK as Principal Partners for UN
climate change summit COP26 in Glasgow
Businesses playing a key role in climate action by setting science-based
targets to reach net zero emissions

Microsoft has been named a Principal Partner for the vital climate change
summit, COP26, taking place in Glasgow later this year.

The global technology company is the tenth Principal Partner which will
support the delivery of a successful and ambitious COP26. Microsoft joins
SSE, ScottishPower, NatWest Group, National Grid, Sky, Sainsbury’s, Hitachi,
Reckitt and GSK.
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Through these partnerships, the COP26 Presidency is showing a clear
commitment to working with businesses who are taking real steps towards net
zero.

Microsoft is accelerating progress toward a more sustainable future by
reducing its environmental footprint, advancing research, helping its
customers build sustainable solutions, and advocating for policies that
benefit the environment.

In 2020, Microsoft announced an ambitious commitment and detailed plan to be
carbon negative by 2030 and to remove from the environment all the carbon the
company emitted since its founding by 2050. The company has built on this
pledge by adding commitments to be water positive by 2030, zero waste by
2030, and to protect ecosystems by developing a Planetary Computer.

COP26 President-Designate, Alok Sharma, said:

I am delighted to welcome Microsoft as a Principal Partner of
COP26. Tackling climate change is one of the greatest and most
urgent challenges we face, and companies like Microsoft are helping
to create the technology the world needs to reduce our own impact
on the environment.

Businesses have a key role to play in helping us ensure COP26 is a
success and I look forward to working with Microsoft as we continue
our work ahead of the summit in November.

Brad Smith, President of Microsoft, said:

Building a pathway to net zero will take all of us working together
and technology will play an important role in enabling it. Through
Microsoft’s partnership with COP26, we look forward to engaging
across public and private sectors to establish the conditions,
measurement and markets that can help us all accelerate progress in
the fight against climate change.

Ends.

Notes to editors:

For press queries contact COP26media@cabinetoffice.gov.uk1.
Principal Partners are the top tier of sponsorship for COP26.2.
We will release information on the details of sponsorship agreements3.
after the event.
We are ensuring that COP26 provides value for money for the taxpayer.4.
All sponsors have committed to the Science-Based Targets initiative;5.
this requires them to set ambitious targets for emissions reductions,
including having a credible action plan, all in line with what the
latest climate science says is necessary to meet the goals of the Paris
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Early parliamentary elections in
Armenia: UK statement
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2021: International day for the
elimination of sexual violence in
conflict: UK statement

Thank you Chair

On 19 June, we mark the International Day for the Elimination of Sexual
Violence in Conflict. We pay tribute to victims, survivors and those around
the world who dedicate their lives to ending conflict-related sexual
violence. Rape and other forms of sexual violence continue to be used as
weapons of war in conflicts the world over. These crimes range from
individual acts of brutality to deliberate torture and systematic campaigns
of ethnic cleansing. The UK Government is committed to ending these horrific
acts of violence.

Since we first launched the Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict Initiative
in 2012, the UK has committed more than £48 million to this vital cause. We
are focussed on two key aims. Firstly, strengthening pathways to justice for
all survivors, and holding perpetrators to account. And secondly, improving
the support to survivors, including tackling the stigma they face. In doing
so, we have a responsibility to make sure our policies are ethical and
effective at supporting survivors. We need to listen to survivors. And put
survivor-centred, and survivor-led approaches at the heart of our policies.

Last year at the Permanent Council, we spoke about strengthening justice for
survivors, and the launch of global consultations on the draft Murad Code to
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prevent the re-traumatisation of survivors when collecting evidence of these
crimes. The final version of the code will be launched next year.

Last year we also launched the Declaration of Humanity alongside faith and
belief leaders. The Declaration, the first of its kind, calls for the
prevention of sexual violence in conflict and denounces the stigma too often
faced by survivors. It unites multiple faiths and beliefs in a common front
to challenge damaging societal norms and calls for support for survivors of
sexual violence internationally.

Children born as a result of sexual violence in conflict can be amongst the
most marginalised. We need to ensure they are not forgotten. In response, we
are working to develop and launch the ‘Model Framework for the Wellbeing of
Children Born of Conflict-related Sexual Violence.’ The Framework aims to
fundamentally transform the way that children born of sexual violence are
recognised and supported in conflict-affected and post-conflict contexts.

At the recent G7 summit in Cornwall, the Leaders’ Summit communiqué condemned
the appalling nature of sexual violence in conflict, and underscored that
these crimes may constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity. We
committed to addressing the worrying global increase in gender-based violence
that we have seen during the pandemic. We will do this through women’s
empowerment and by scaling up support and implementation of evidence-based,
survivor-centred action.

Madam Chair, the UK will continue to promote international action to prevent
and end conflict-related sexual violence. We will work to ensure that
survivor-centred approaches are at the heart of our international response
and that children born out of sexual violence are supported, not
marginalised. Thank you Chair

Third round of Culture Recovery Fund
to secure future of thousands of
organisations

The Culture Recovery Fund (CRF) package has already provided £1.2
billion to more than 5,000 organisations and sites across the country,
protecting an estimated 75,000 jobs and supporting almost 100,000
freelancers

Funds will protect more culturally significant organisations in need, as
well as boosting some existing recipients of the CRF
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Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden has announced that the final £300 million of
the Government’s record-breaking £2 billion Culture Recovery Fund (CRF) will
support organisations in need of urgent funding.

Applications are due to open for some parts of this funding shortly and it is
hoped that thousands of arts, heritage, cultural and creative organisations
will be supported to secure their future, building on the success of the fund
so far.

The CRF has already provided more than £1.2 billion to more than 5,000
organisations in England, with further support going to Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland, as well as to the UK’s national museums and galleries. The
first round of the Culture Recovery Fund is estimated to have supported
75,000 jobs and it is estimated that the second round has supported 52,000
full time jobs and almost 100,000 freelancers.

The third and final round of funding will now provide further support as the
cultural, heritage and creative sectors move towards reopening at full
capacity, underlining the government’s commitment to help them build back
better as life returns to normal.

The unprecedented funding package has already helped globally significant
organisations including the Royal Shakespeare Company and the Royal Albert
Hall as well as locally significant organisations including the Black Country
Living Museum and Sage Gateshead.

Almost £220 million will be available for both new organisations who are at
imminent risk of failure and existing recipients of CRF grants. Funding will
be available to boost those who have received support already whilst ensuring
more culturally significant organisations do not fail as a result of the
pandemic, protecting theatres, museums, galleries, independent cinemas and
organisations around the country for future generations and safeguarding
hundreds of thousands of creative jobs in the supply chain.

The aim of the funding is to help organisations prepare to reopen and for a
return to full capacity, while building a sustainable financial future by
providing much needed financial support to protect organisations through to
the end of the year.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden said:

Our record breaking Culture Recovery Fund has already helped
thousands of organisations across the country to survive and
protected hundreds of thousands of jobs. Now, as we look forward to
full reopening, this funding shows our commitment to stand behind
culture and heritage all the way through the pandemic.

This round of funding will provide a further boost to help
organisations build back better and ensure we can support more of
those in need – safeguarding our precious culture and heritage, and



the jobs this supports.

Today’s funding announcement also includes a number of other critical
investments to help protect the culture and heritage sectors.

The Heritage Stimulus Fund, which has already protected sites including The
Tower of London as part of a £3 million grant to Historic Royal Palaces and
Furness Abbey in Cumbria as part of a £2.9 million capital grant to English
Heritage, will be boosted by £35 million, bringing the total fund to over £80
million. This funding has already enabled repair and maintenance works at
more than 800 of the country’s treasured heritage assets and has protected
the jobs of expert craftspeople working in the sector.

In the third round of funding it will support major programmes of work and
repair grants for heritage at risk, keeping our nationally and
internationally significant heritage assets in good condition and sustain the
skilled workforce that looks after them.

The £20 million Cultural Asset Fund will support the National Heritage
Memorial Fund’s (NHMF) COVID-19 Response Fund, creating a total of £40
million to save heritage assets at risk of loss, for the nation. The National
Heritage Memorial Fund, founded in 1980, has already helped to save items
including Henry VIII’s flagship Mary Rose and the Staffordshire Hoard and
now, thanks to CRF support, will continue to protect our national heritage
from the impact of the pandemic.

The additional £300 million for the Culture Recovery Fund was announced by
the Chancellor at the Spring Budget as part of a wider £408 million package
for arts and culture. This takes the government’s record breaking investment
in the arts and cultural sectors to almost £2 billion since the start of the
pandemic.

More than £1.2 billion of the Culture Recovery Fund has gone to over 5,000
individual organisations and sites, with 76% of organisations outside of
London.

Sir Nicholas Serota, Chair, Arts Council England, said:

The Culture Recovery Fund has been a lifeline for the sector
throughout the pandemic, and has saved hundreds of cultural
organisations across the country from collapse. Creativity and
culture will be an essential part of our efforts to rebuild after
the pandemic, and we’re extremely grateful for the Government’s
continued support to help organisations reopen and play their part
in the national recovery.

Duncan Wilson, Chief Executive of Historic England, said:

Summer is such an important time for the heritage sector, as



visitors discover the delights of our heritage attractions and
generate income to fund essential repairs. The pandemic has
disrupted the normal rhythm of life for our historic places, so I’m
delighted that more funding has been made available to help them
through this critical stage in recovery. It will enable vital
repair and maintenance work to go ahead, while providing employment
for the specialist craft workers who ensure that our precious
landmarks can survive.

Ros Kerslake, CEO, the National Heritage Memorial Fund said:

After an extremely challenging year across the heritage sector, the
impacts of which will be seen for some time, I am delighted that
the NHMF’s COVID-19 Response Fund is now open to safeguard and save
the UK’s most important heritage assets in jeopardy due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

From today, organisations across the UK can apply for help with
protecting assets at risk, from this Fund which has been
established with £20 million of support from NHMF funds and a
further boost of £20 million from the Government’s Cultural Asset
Fund, available to those in England.

Ben Roberts, BFI Chief Executive said:

With cinemas reopening up and down the country the strong box
office results are showing us that audiences are once again
embracing the big screen experience that is so integral to
communities, families and individual’s cultural life. The Culture
Recovery Fund has been a lifeline to survival for local independent
cinemas up and down the country, and now will continue to help them
to recover and thrive, ensuring that they will be able to continue
to offer audiences a variety of film from family fun with Peter
Rabbit 2 and feel good musical In The Heights to independent hits
such as Oscar-winning The Father and the critically acclaimed After
Love.

Tamara Rojo CBE, Artistic Director, English National Ballet said:

The Culture Recovery Fund has been a life saver for many arts
organisations. As we finally approach the full reopening of our
sector, the final tranche of Culture Recovery Fund support will be
vital in getting us all back to creating and performing, and all
this means for the creative workforce, our audiences and the role
that we know the arts will play in bringing us all back together.



Abigail Pogson, Managing Director, Sage Gateshead said:

Sage Gateshead has already gratefully received vital financial
support from the Culture Recovery Fund. This support, alongside
generous philanthropy, has helped us survive a crisis situation. We
were delighted to welcome audiences back into our building this
month, but while we and so many others still operate at hugely
reduced capacity, it is clear that it will take many months, if not
years, for the sector to recover. Music and culture can play a
vital role in supporting social, education and economic recovery
across the country and helping people and communities heal, and we
warmly welcome further investment to make this happen.

Tom Morris, Artistic Director, Bristol Old Vic said:

In what has been a devastating year for our sector and those that
work within it, we are delighted to hear about the third round of
the Culture Recovery Fund. Whatever your politics, there can be no
doubt of the Government’s commitment to protect and invest in
creativity and the creative industries which have so much to offer
every community in the country. We at Bristol Old Vic are
profoundly grateful for that support and look forward to an ongoing
constructive dialogue with the Government about how we can build on
that investment in future years, to rebuild our national economy,
to help us all to understand the extraordinary impact of COVID and
to build a fairer, more representative and more sustainable world
in its wake.

Ana Keay OBE, Director, The Landmark Trust said:

The Culture Recovery Fund has been absolutely critical to the
Landmark Trust during the pandemic, enabling our charity to carry
out vital works to historic buildings from Cornwall to
Northumberland which would otherwise have been cancelled, and
playing a crucial role in safeguarding the nation’s heritage and
keeping skilled craftspeople in business.

Alistair Spalding CBE, Artistic Director and Chief Executive,
Sadler’s Wells said:

By closing our theatres and vastly reducing the work we were able
to achieve, the coronavirus crisis took away our ability to earn
over 80% of our income. It is with enormous gratitude that Sadler’s
Wells received a grant of £2,975,000 and then a loan
of £4,250,000 from the Culture Recovery Fund.



These funds ensured our survival when we needed them most. They
also meant we were able to create and share dance workshops and
performances on our Digital Stage, enabling millions of people in
the UK and around the world to access world class dance online,
regardless of what challenges the pandemic threw at us. We are now
welcoming audiences, artists, professionals and colleagues back to
our London theatres, and we are delighted to be able to provide
work and income for hundreds of artists and freelancers, in one of
the toughest times in the industry’s history.

These funds ensure that we can now and will continue in future to
deliver on our mission to make and share dance that inspires us
all, and to continue to be a leading organisation for dance in this
country and around the world.

ENDS

Notes to editors:

Funding is broken down as follows:

CRF3 Resource Grants (including Emergency Resource Support and Continuity
Support) – £218.5 million

Heritage Stimulus Fund – £35 million

Cultural Asset Fund – £20 million

Contingency – £35 million

Admin costs – £7.5 million

Guidance for each funding stream will be published shortly. Applications for
the Emergency Resource Support funding will open shortly.


