
Change of His Majesty’s Ambassador to
Turkey: Jill Morris

Press release

Ms Jill Morris CMG has been appointed His Majesty’s Ambassador to the
Republic of Türkiye.

Ms Jill Morris CMG has been appointed His Majesty’s Ambassador to the
Republic of Türkiye in succession to Sir Dominick Chilcott KCMG who will be
retiring from the Diplomatic Service. Ms Morris will take up her appointment
during January 2023.

Full name: Jill Morris

2016 to 2022 Rome, Her Late Majesty’s Ambassador to Italy and Her Late
Majesty’s Non-Resident Ambassador to San Marino

2012 to 2015 FCO, Director, Europe
2011 FCO, Head, Counter-Proliferation Department

2008 to 2010 FCO, Head, Consular Strategy Department
2006 to 2008 Brussels, Counsellor, UK Permanent Representation to the EU

2005 to 2006 Brussels, Desk Officer – External Relations, UK Permanent
Representation to the EU

2001 to 2005 Nicosia, Second Secretary
1999 to 2000 FCO, Desk Officer, United Nations Department

1999 Joined FCO
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UN Human Rights Council 51: Resolution
Introduction for Sri Lanka

Thank you Mr President

I have the honour to introduce draft resolution L1 Rev 1 entitled ‘Promoting
reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri Lanka’ which has been
proposed by a group of states comprising Canada, Germany, Malawi, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, the United States and the United Kingdom.

The text is largely based on last year’s resolution but has been updated to
reflect some of the key developments over the last 18 months in what has been
a rather dramatic time for Sri Lanka – an economic crisis, mass protests, and
a change in government, all of which have had a significant bearing on the
human rights situation in the country.

The draft both recognises the challenges which Sri Lanka has faced during
this period and acknowledges progress where this has occurred.

It reflects some of the more recent concerns outlined in the High
Commissioner’s report, especially the human rights impact of the economic
crisis.

And it also addresses several longstanding issues which still need to be
addressed.  These include the lack of accountability for past violations, the
many unresolved cases of enforced disappearances, the need for Sri Lanka to
meet its own commitments on the devolution of political authority, as well as
the need to uphold the rights of all people in Sri Lanka including Tamils and
Muslims.

The main requests in the resolution are in Operative Paragraphs (OP) 8 and
18.

OP8 seeks to continue the work initiated in last year’s resolution which
created capacity within the Office of the High Commissioner to collect,
consolidate, analyse and preserve information to support judicial and other
proceedings.

This capacity was set up in response to the lack of progress made by Sri
Lanka’s domestic legal mechanisms towards accountability for past alleged
gross violations of human rights. Unfortunately, this capacity has only been
fully operational since May of this year and so requires more time to
complete its mandate. We are therefore seeking to extend it for a further
period as recommended by the former High Commissioner.

OP18 requests further reporting by OHCHR and proposes to move from an 18-
month time frame to 2 years. This is in recognition of the severe challenges
which Sri Lanka is currently facing – allowing Sri Lanka sufficient time and
space to make progress on human rights in what we all recognise is a very
difficult context.

http://www.government-world.com/un-human-rights-council-51-resolution-introduction-for-sri-lanka/
http://www.government-world.com/un-human-rights-council-51-resolution-introduction-for-sri-lanka/


Mr President – the UK is a close partner to and long-standing friend of Sri
Lanka, our times run deep. We bring this resolution in order to help Sri
Lanka address ongoing challenges and in order to encourage progress on
reconciliation, justice and human rights.

I commend this draft resolution to my fellow members of this Council.

Domestic abuser receives increased
sentence after referral to the Court
of Appeal

News story

The offender will now spend longer in prison for offences which included
stabbing his partner in the stomach.

A man who stabbed his partner has received an increased prison sentence after
his case was referred to the Court of Appeal by the then Solicitor General,
Edward Timpson CBE KC MP.

Michael Jones stabbed his partner in the stomach after pinning her down,
smothering her and forcing her to play a “truth-or-dare” game at knifepoint.

On 6 June 2022, Jones, 40, was sentenced at Sheffield Crown Court to 6 years’
imprisonment for wounding with intent.

Following the sentencing Jones’ original sentence was referred to the Court
of Appeal under the Unduly Lenient Sentence scheme.

On 6 October, the Court found Jones’ original sentence to be unduly lenient
and increased it to 7 years and 6 months’ imprisonment and an extended
licence period of 3 years.

Speaking after the hearing, HM Solicitor General Michael Tomlinson MP said:
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Jones subjected his partner to unimaginable violence, which will
have a lasting impact on the victim.

Increasing Jones’ sentence both better reflects the severity of
this crime and sends a clear message that domestic abuse will be
met with robust punishment.
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PM meeting with Prime Minister Petr
Fiala: 6 October 2022

Press release

The Prime Minister met the Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala in Prague this
morning.

The Prime Minister met the Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala in Prague this
morning.

The Prime Minister thanked Prime Minister Fiala for hosting today’s gathering
of European leaders, welcoming the important opportunity to discuss regional
issues like energy security and migration.

The leaders were in strong agreement on the importance of likeminded European
democracies presenting a united front against Putin’s brutality.

They discussed the UK and Czech Republic’s early support for Ukraine’s
defence and the need to continue military aid, help on reconstruction and
sanctions on Putin’s regime.
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The Prime Minister and Prime Minister Fiala also noted opportunities for our
countries to work together to secure long-term energy supplies, including
cooperation on nuclear and renewables.

Both leaders welcomed the prospect of the United Kingdom resuming
participation in the North Seas Energy Cooperation group. The Prime Minister
looked forward to work progressing at pace on developing next-generation
energy interconnectors in the region.
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Change to storage of radioactive waste
granted for Hinkley Point C

This results from a change to the way radioactive waste will be stored at the
site.

Pressurised water reactors at Hinkley Point C will use uranium fuel to create
heat and generate electricity when operating. Once used within the reactor,
nuclear fuel will undergo a period of cooling in a fuel pool. It will then be
stored on-site before being sent off-site to a Geological Disposal Facility
(GDF).

NNB Generation Company (HPC) Limited was originally issued a radioactive
substances environmental permit in 2013. In the original design radioactive
spent fuel was to be stored on-site in ‘wet storage’ – a method of submerging
and storing in water.

The operator earlier this year applied to the Environment Agency for a
variation to its permit. This was to reflect the change in the technology by
which it will store spent nuclear fuel, from wet storage to ‘dry storage’.
Dry storage will see used nuclear fuel stored in sealed containers within a
facility before it is sent to the GDF. The permit covers the associated
discharges, not the storage of waste. However, a change to the permit was
required to remove or amend specific conditions related to the previous wet
storage technology that are no longer relevant.

The operator has said altering the storage method will not change the
expected radiation dose from discharges to the general public or the wider
environment. Such doses will remain extremely small.

Following a 4-week public consultation over the proposed change, the
Environment Agency has today agreed to amend the permit. More than 40
organisations and members of the public responded to the consultation.
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A spokesperson for the Environment Agency said:

We agree with the applicant’s demonstration that the proposed
change to spent nuclear fuel storage represents Best Available
Technique (BAT) for Hinkley Point C. We are satisfied that the
change will not lead to an increase in radioactive discharges and
will not cause adverse radiological impact on people and the
environment.

The changes will not impact our ability to effectively regulate the
site and activities. We will continue to assess spent fuel storage
and its impact at Hinkley Point C to ensure that discharges are
minimised and that BAT is applied.

Separately, NNB Generation Company (HPC) Limited will be seeking the
necessary changes to its Development Consent Order for Hinkley Point C later
this year.

More information is available at: Consultation on a variation to the
Radioactive Substances Regulation Environmental Permit for Hinkley Point C
(HPC) Nuclear Power Station, nr Bridgwater, TA5 1UD – Environment Agency –
Citizen Space.

For more about the Environment Agency and its regulatory role with Hinkley
Point C visit Hinkley Point: nuclear regulation – GOV.UK.
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