
2020 Programme Fund: Supporting
Argentina’s response to the Covid-19
pandemic

World news story

Through a special fund, we are financing projects related to Argentina’s
response to the pandemic.

Through a special fund of £60,000, we are financing projects related to
Argentina’s response to the pandemic.

These funds were allocated to local organizations that provide responses to
situations generated by the pandemic, such as misinformation, domestic
violence, economic recovery with a gender perspective, and training for
health personnel, among others.

Details of each project are attached in the document below:

Published 8 July 2021

PM meeting with Prime Minister of
Montenegro: 7 July 2021

Press release

The Prime Minister welcomed the Prime Minister of Montenegro, Zdravko
Krivokapic, to Downing Street this afternoon.
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The Prime Minister welcomed the Prime Minister of Montenegro, Zdravko
Krivokapic, to Downing Street this afternoon.

He began by noting this was the first formal bilateral meeting between a UK
and Montenegrin Prime Minister, and welcoming the strong relationship between
our two countries.

The leaders agreed on the importance of NATO to the UK and Montenegro’s
shared security. The Prime Minister highlighted the huge success of HMS
Richmond’s visit to Montenegro last month as part of the UK’s Carrier Strike
Group deployment.

The Prime Minister and Prime Minister Krivokapic discussed the need to tackle
serious organised crime in the Western Balkans region. The Prime Minister
congratulated Prime Minister Krivokapic on the recent steps he has taken to
stop cigarette smuggling via Montenegro.

The leaders resolved to continue to work closely together to counter Russia’s
malign activity.

Published 8 July 2021

New recovery fund to tackle harms
facing vulnerable children

A new programme aimed at levelling up outcomes for vulnerable children and
building back a fairer, more resilient system has been announced, backed by
£24 million.

The new fund will support projects tackling the issues facing the most
vulnerable children in society in 2021-22, including Female Genital
Mutilation (FGM) abuse, care for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children,
preventing adolescents from being caught up in harms outside the home such as
gangs and reducing the pressure on the system by reducing court backlogs or
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improving technology.

Working through England’s network of nine Regional Improvement and Innovation
Alliances (RIIAs), it will also provide funding to accelerate the roll-out
more family hubs to provide early help, build on existing projects with a
proven record of success and offer investment in recruiting, developing and
retaining social work staff.

Speaking at the Association of Directors of Children’s Services (ADCS) annual
conference, Children and Families Minister Vicky Ford said:

The impact of Covid on our services, young people and workforce has
been multi-faceted, adding immediate pressures on top of all the
longer-term systemic issues and challenges that we face. But it has
also highlighted your resilience, driven innovation and formed
better, more powerful partnerships locally, despite the challenging
circumstances – something in which we can all take pride.

I am keen that we work together to support you and your colleagues
in the months ahead as we recover and build back better. Sometimes
the role of central government is to lead, and sometimes our role
is to facilitate and empower others to lead.

And that is why I am pleased to announce the department will
support a regional approach to Covid-19 recovery, for children’s
social care, with up to £24m, by bringing together funding
previously allocated to three proven programmes: Partners in
Practice, the Innovation Programme and Regional Improvement and
Innovation Alliances.

The Children’s Social Care Covid-19 Regional Recovery and Building Back
Better Fund, worth £24 million, aims to build firm foundations for future
reform through the Care and SEND Reviews.

It will be distributed among the nine regions according plans drawn up by
each RIIA and based on local priorities. Each region will be allocated funds
worth between £2 and £3 million, including a flat rate of £50,000 for each
region to help local authorities play their part in accommodating
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children.

It follows the announcement last month of changes to the National Transfer
Scheme, with a voluntary regional rota to ensure these children have the
support they need by being more fairly distributed around the country.

Minister Ford told the conference:

We have a duty, as a nation, to provide these children with the
care and support they need. Unaccompanied asylum-seeking children
can be some of the most vulnerable in our care, having often faced
dreadful exploitation from traffickers, and appalling conditions

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-the-national-transfer-scheme


both at home and on their journey to the UK.

Sometimes local authorities say that these young people will not
want to live in rural areas, or outside the big cities as reasons
why some areas feel that they cannot step forward and play their
part. I know that meeting these young people’s needs can be
challenging, but it can also be very rewarding and there are many
examples of local authorities doing excellent work in rising to
this challenge.

The Minister thanked the children’s social care sector for their
determination and commitment over the pandemic and urged them to complete a
review of their safeguarding arrangements with schools, part of the
Government’s response to Ofsted’s review of sexual abuse and harassment
published last month.

It follows publication of strengthened safeguarding guidance for schools and
colleges earlier this week, which strengthens sections of the guidance
relating to peer-on-peer abuse, making clear that staff working in schools
and post-16 settings should assume that even if no reports have been
received, it could still be happening. Updated advice to support safeguarding
guidance has also been published.

New data published by the NSPCC today (Thursday 8 July) shows that the Report
Abuse in Education helpline, launched on April 1 and extended until October
as part of the response to the Ofsted Review, received 513 calls up to June
30, of which 97 were referred to external agencies such as the police and
local authorities.

Minister Ford’s speech to the ADCS annual conference can be read here.

Children and Families Minister speech
at ADCS annual conference

Good morning and thank you for inviting me to speak to you today.

I wanted to start my speech today by thanking all of you, and the wider
sector.

Over the last 18 months, you have shown your determination and commitment to
supporting the most vulnerable children in our society.

As Children’s Minister, I share your belief that no child should be left
behind, that all children deserve to be safe and happy,
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To do so, we need to harness the best of what we have learnt during the
pandemic to lead the charge for innovative change and great outcomes for all.

This is a challenge for us all, and to meet it we will need to work together.
As I speak today, there are more serious incident notifications being made
from local authorities across the country, with more children at risk at
home. That must concern us all.

By equal measure, I know we have all spent the last 18 months grappling with
the challenges we have faced – and thank you all for your work during this
time, as well as your constructive dialogue with the Department. I know the
Permanent Secretary in her speech to you has spoken about how we have faced
those challenges together and found new and innovative ways of engaging which
we must continue as we move to recover from the pandemic. We have been
through unprecedented times in recent months and the full impact of Covid on
children’s social care is not yet fully known, however, early indications
suggest that more is required to help all LAs stabilise and build back
better. More on this later.

But first, I wanted to spend a little time today reflecting on some of the
key challenges I think we face together, and which we need to address as we
create a better future for children. I have no doubt ADCS will be at the
heart of these conversations.

The first is – how can we get the balance right between both supporting
families, and ensuring we are taking decisive action when needed?

The Independent Care Review has moved at pace to gather evidence, and Josh
and his team have engaged with over a thousand people who have lived
experiences of children’s social care. The Review offers a once in a
generation opportunity to transform the children’s social care system and
reflects this Government’s commitment to offering all our children and young
people the opportunities they deserve. I encourage all of you to keep
engaging in the review and the uncomfortable questions it may raise for both
local and national government. By being open to feedback and challenge, we
will be in a better position to make the proper lasting change our children
deserve.

Another question I think we must all contend with is this: how can we change
damaging cultures that keep some children unsafe?

The Ofsted Review into sexual abuse in schools and colleges has been a
chilling reminder of the pressures our young people face. We set up a
specific NSPCC helpline to support those who wanted to report sexual abuse or
receive advice – today it has reported over 500 calls since its launch on
April 1, of which nearly 100 have been referred to other agencies such as the
police.

It is harrowing to think that our children face this kind of abuse and
harassment on a daily basis.

The brave testimonies on the Everyone’s Invited website show us that we all



have a part to play.

I know there has been some good work happening with schools who found
themselves named in the early testimonies on Everyone’s Invited.

We have an opportunity now to make changes, to say enough is enough, and give
children a better future.

I want to go further than the Ofsted recommendations; we are updating Keeping
Children Safe in Education for this September and reviewing Working Together
to Safeguard Children. We will expect to see the Relationship, Sex, and
Health Education (RSHE) curriculum implemented in full, from next term and we
will work with school and college leaders, and others, to support teachers to
deliver this well. We are encouraging all schools to use time in inset days
to focus on safeguarding and on how they deliver this RHSE curriculum well.
We have also asked all local safeguarding partners to review how they work
with schools and to undertake this review before autumn half term.

As the senior leaders in your local authorities, my plea to you is to get
fully behind this work. We can all make a difference.

We will also offer supervision and support to designated safeguarding leads
in up to a further 10 local authorities which is up to 500 more schools, and
we have requested that the Children’s Commissioner do some immediate work on
children’s access to pornography and whether there are things we can do in
advance of the Online Safety Bill coming into force.

We must also recognise the challenge of young people’s exploitation by
criminal gangs.

Together, we need to look at why children are drawn into the activity of
these gangs and end up perpetrating or becoming a victim of serious violence.

Tackling child exploitation must be a joint effort involving police, local
government, health and education professionals, community leaders and other
key partners.

Violence Reduction Units continue to play an important role in bringing these
organisations together with more than £105 million invested over 3 years, as
do our continued efforts to support vulnerable teenagers in Alternative
Provision (AP), including our AP Transition Fund, to give support to those
leaving these settings at 16.

Last week, the Home Secretary also launched the Youth Endowment Fund Toolkit,
a free online resource to help you put evidence of what works to prevent
serious violence into action. This toolkit puts in one place a guide on how
best to support vulnerable children. It is easy to access, and I hope that
you will be able to use it in your local authority to support those who need
it most with effective interventions.

Turning now to social workers, I cannot thank those working in this sector
enough and I want to make clear the government’s long-term commitment to the
social work profession.



Social workers have responded to the pandemic with incredible agility and
commitment, continuing their most important duties protecting children from
harms and neglect. And whilst across the country we have seen a reduction in
children coming into care, very sadly we have also seen a continued rise in
the number of serious incidents of harm and death reported, particularly of
babies and very young children. It is really important that social workers
are able and confident to intervene when a child needs protection.

Many children with a social worker talk about how challenging it is for them
when their social worker changes. I know churn and agency rates are a concern
for all of you, because of the impact on children’s outcomes and because of
the costs. The Department has seen how some local authorities have made
fantastic progress in driving down their agency rates. I am keen to work with
you to share learning and best practice across the sector to build a
resilient and stable workforce and please do share your thoughts on this.

And just as I have asked for your help in tackling abuse and violence, I too
ask for your assistance to ensure support is available to those in highest
need including those whose mental health is at risk.

Getting children back to school has been vital to their wellbeing but re-
establishing a more normal school experience is vital to support pupils to
build back their confidence and enjoyment. That is why I welcome the Prime
Minister’s announcement this week. If we are going to make sure that all the
efforts we are taking to support education benefits every child then they
need to go hand in hand with the right support for those at risk of
experiencing mental illness.

The £79 million extra we announced in March to boost children and young
people’s mental health support will increase the number of Mental Health
Support Teams in schools and colleges to cover around 35% of pupils in
England by 2023; as well as improving access to community mental health
support, continuing crisis care for those who need it, and improving access
to eating disorder services.

In addition to this, an extra £40 million has been allocated to enhance
children and young people’s mental health services across the country,
including £10 million to provide extra beds at units which provide care for
young people with the most complex needs, including eating disorders.

This all builds on the government’s commitment in the NHS Long Term Plan, to
expand children and young people’s mental health services to support an
additional 345,000 individuals by 2023/24, backed by record investment of an
extra £2.3 billion per year.

To further support this, we announced more than £17 million during Mental
Health Awareness Week in May, to improve the mental health and wellbeing
support available to schools and colleges.

This included £7 million to local authorities for the Wellbeing for Education
Recovery scheme. Authorities have already shown how they can bring together
support, reaching up to 15,000 schools and colleges with training and expert



advice through the previous Wellbeing for Education Return Scheme. This
funding extends that to support schools to bring together local offers of
support and help schools to navigate them.

We are also hosting a joint webinar with NHS England on July 14, which aims
to help make sure that education, children’s social care and health partners
know how to work together to respond to the most serious mental health
concerns.

We all know that the earlier families get support when they need it, the
better the outcomes.

That is why we are championing Family Hubs approach – backed by £14 million
investment.

They act as safe, non-stigmatising places for children and families to get
support.

I have seen first-hand, in my constituency, Chelmsford, the power that Family
Hubs can have in supporting children and families at the earliest opportunity
and helping to prevent issues from escalating. Family Hubs can include a
range of services, such as health visiting, mental health support, reducing
family conflict and parenting support. Importantly they not only support
families with very young children but can also support families with older
children and teenagers.

We have just launched the new National Centre for Family Hubs, run by the
Anna Freud Centre for Children and Families.

To build the evidence base for Family Hubs, I’m delighted to announce that we
will be working with:

Ecorys UK, partnering with family hubs and each local authority in
Bristol, Essex, Leeds, Sefton and Suffolk; and
Sheffield Hallam University partnering with family hubs and the local
authority in Doncaster

We are also working with Bristol City Council and Lancashire County Council
to develop data and digital products that will support the practical
implementation of family hubs.

Overall, this will provide expert advice and guidance; share best practice
and evidence; and work with local authorities to implement or expand their
family hubs. Family Hubs will be a core feature of how we help families and
children in the future, and I welcome your support in developing them.

Early years education is another area I am championing as Children’s Minster.

The two-year-old entitlement is crucial for improving disadvantaged
children’s educational outcomes. Evidence shows us that 15 hours a week at
the age of two can have a positive impact throughout a child’s education.
This is why I am incredibly keen to maximise take up of the two-year-old
entitlement, especially as lockdown is likely to have had a negative impact



on this group of children in particular.

And our recent education recovery announcement also includes £153 million for
training for early years staff to support the very youngest children’s
learning and development.

This will involve rolling out new training programmes so that early years
staff are better supported to help young children with their speech and
language skills as well as their physical and emotional development.

I also just wanted to take a moment to say a huge thank you to you and your
teams for your tenacity and enthusiasm for planning and delivering the
Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme in your local areas. I’m
delighted that we secured the £220 million to expand this exciting programme,
building on the foundations that we have put in place since 2018. It is
wonderful that so many children across the country will be able to access
enriching activities and food, being active, learning about nutrition, but
even more importantly having fun.

I spoke to HAF co-ordinators at their pre summer event last week and I
encouraged them all to invite their local senior leaders and MPs along to
come and see HAF for themselves. I personally cannot wait to get out and
visit. Please do pass on my thanks to your HAF co-ordinator.

I would like to turn now to the SEND Review as I know many of you will want
to know how we’re getting on with this piece of work.

We know systemic change is needed across education, health and care if we are
to improve outcomes, and better prepare young people with SEND effectively
for adult life.

We know the SEND system does not identify and respond to need quickly enough
and is driving an adversarial climate where parents only feel confident their
child will get the same opportunities as every other pupil through an EHCP
(Education Health and Care Plan), which in turn is driving up unsustainable
pressure on budgets.

The pandemic has inevitably slowed the pace of this crucial review, but more
importantly, as the HMCI spoke about last month, it has materially changed
the context the SEND system is operating in. We need to take the time to get
this right and to ensure we are designing a system which is protected against
unintended consequences.

The Review team and I will continue to work closely with ADCS and other
sector and system leaders, at pace over the coming months so we are in a
strong position to publish bold proposals for public consultation as soon as
possible.

Children’s social care already had its fair share of challenges prior to the
pandemic. The impact of Covid on our services, young people and workforce has
been multi-faceted, adding immediate pressures on top of all the longer-term
systemic issues and challenges that we face.



But it has also highlighted your resilience, driven innovation and formed
better, more powerful partnerships locally, despite the challenging
circumstances – something in which we can all take pride.

I am keen that we work together to support you and your colleagues in the
months ahead as we recover and build back better. Sometimes the role of
central government is to lead, and sometimes our role is to facilitate and
empower others to lead.

And that is why I am pleased to announce the department will support a
regional approach to Covid-19 recovery, for children’s social care, with up
to £24 million, by bringing together funding previously allocated to three
proven programmes: Partners in Practice, the Innovation Programme and
Regional Improvement and Innovation Alliances.

We will be inviting Regional Improvement and Innovation Alliances to lead on
the development of a Covid recovery plan for their region, which will include
projects to address challenges such as improving safeguarding for vulnerable
children and young people; easing system pressures from the impact of Covid;
and boosting system resilience to future pandemics. I hope this is welcome
news and my officials will be working with you to support the development of
these plans over the coming weeks.

In addition to this, we know that finding the right placement can be very
hard, so the Department is also developing a new capital funding programme to
aid local authorities to establish new children’s homes. We will finalise the
details in the coming weeks but are proposing that local authorities will be
able to bid for funding to establish innovative approaches to reduce the
number of children needing care over time, address current shortfalls,
including in geographic areas with fewer children’s homes, and ensure
sufficient provision for children with more complex needs.

Finally, I would like to talk about unaccompanied children. All of you will
be aware of the challenges over the last year in caring for young people
arriving on small boats across the channel. I am extremely grateful to all of
you that have come forward and taken on the care of these very vulnerable
young people over recent months. Our new Nationality and Borders Bill will
prioritise those in need of protection while stopping abuse of the system,
including by increasing punishments for people smugglers who facilitate
illegal entry, so often putting the vulnerable at risk in the process.

But when unaccompanied asylum-seeking children do arrive on our shores we
have a duty, as a nation, to provide these children with the care and support
they need. Unaccompanied asylum-seeking children can be some of the most
vulnerable in our care, having often faced dreadful exploitation from
traffickers, and appalling conditions both at home and on their journey to
the UK.

Sometimes local authorities say that these young people will not want to live
in rural areas, or outside the big cities as reasons why some areas feel that
they cannot step forward and play their part. I know that meeting these young
people’s needs can be challenging, but it can also be very rewarding. Many of



these young people can go on and thrive wherever they go to live. The
experiences of councils such as Norfolk which has gone from having very few
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children to caring for a significant number as a
result of moral leadership and a concerted effort, demonstrates that. I know
too that others have made similar contributions.

But I also need to ask that you consider whether there is more you can do now
to provide placements for the young people that are continuing to arrive and
in need of help. If so, please do get in touch with the Department.

Recently announced changes to the National Transfer Scheme, with a voluntary
regional rota backed up by increased funding, will help ensure that there is
a fairer distribution of unaccompanied asylum-seeking children across the
country and that, together, we provide the care these young people need,
whatever their future asylum pathway holds, so that where appropriate they
settle and make valuable contributions to their communities. The Covid
Recovery Fund I referred to earlier will include up to £50,000 per region to
help each region play its part.

I have raised a range of significant challenges we face today in national and
local government – many of which, we know the pandemic has exacerbated.

They are challenges that will keep us all busy over the next 12 months and
beyond, but I wanted to end by sharing my gratitude and praise of the sector
that you lead.

Local authorities, social workers and all frontline staff have always put
children first, shown incredible resilience at an unprecedented time and
worked at astounding pace to resolve the problems posed by the pandemic.

Using this spirit and commitment, I firmly believe there is an opportunity to
drive change that benefits children now and into the future.

Thank you.

New cross-government unit to tackle
drug misuse following major
independent review

A new drugs unit will be set up to help end illegal drug-related illness and
deaths, the government has announced today.

The Joint Combating Drugs Unit will bring together multiple government
departments, including the Department of Health and Social Care, Home Office,
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Department for Work
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and Pensions, Department for Education and Ministry of Justice – to help
tackle drugs misuse across society.

This joint approach recognises that treatment alone is not enough and wider
support, including with housing and employment, is essential to aid recovery.

There are now an estimated 300,000 opiate or crack users in England, and
around one million people using cocaine per year. Drug misuse poisoning
deaths are at a record high, having increased by nearly 80% since 2012.

It comes as Professor Dame Carol Black today publishes the second part of her
Independent Review of Drugs, which sets out more than 30 recommendations to
government to help overcome the harm drugs have caused to individuals,
families and communities across the country. The report calls for significant
investment in the drug treatment and recovery system so that more people can
get the support they need.

Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid said:

When I first commissioned Dame Carol to do this review as Home
Secretary, we knew the sale and use of drugs drives serious
violence and homelessness but this review shows that the health
implications are just as devastating.

Tackling this issue requires strong collaboration across government
and the new specialist Joint Combating Drugs Unit will help us to
do just that.

I would like to thank Professor Dame Carol for her dedication to
this critical work and for producing this accomplished review. We
will look closely at these recommendations and publish an initial
response shortly on the urgent action we can take to turn the tide
on drug-related deaths and get more people access to higher quality
services.

The review recommends the government must work together to improve treatment,
employment, housing support and the way people with addictions are treated in
the criminal justice system. It recommends addiction be recognised as a
chronic health condition, requiring long-term follow-up.

The report says there’s an urgent need to reinforce the treatment workforce
to raise standards and restore morale, while national leadership needs to be
strengthened to reduce supply and help people get off and stay off drugs.

Professor Dame Carol Black said:

Drug deaths are at an all-time high and drug addiction fuels many



costly social problems, including homelessness and rising demands
on children’s social care.

The government faces an unavoidable choice: invest in tackling the
problem or keep paying for the consequences. A whole-system
approach is needed and this part of my review offers concrete
proposals, deliverable within this Parliament, to achieve this.

The rise in drug misuse poisoning deaths has been driven by increases in
heroin deaths which have doubled in this time and other substances such as
cocaine have seen notable recent increases. The proportion of 11-15 year olds
who use drugs has increased in recent years with one in three 15-year-olds
saying they took drugs in the last year.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

Drugs devastate lives, ruin families, damage communities, and see
ruthless criminal gangs cashing in on the most vulnerable in
society.

We will not let this continue and are cracking down on criminals,
preventing drug misuse in our communities, and supporting people
through treatment and recovery.

I welcome this landmark review by Dame Carol and the Government
remains absolutely committed to addressing this issue. We are
taking action to deliver lasting change through the new Joint
Combating Drugs Unit – which will bring together all parts of
government to tackle the scourge of illegal drugs – as well as
investing £148million this year to cut drugs crime and improve
treatment and recovery services.

Rosanna O’ Connor, Director of Drugs, Alcohol, Tobacco and Justice at Public
Health England said:

Drug treatment services save lives and help many people recover
from drug dependence, improving not only their lives but those of
their families, their communities and wider society. We know
treatment works and so it’s essential that everyone can easily get
the treatment they need.

We welcome Dame Carol Black’s recommendation for increased funding



that is protected and prioritised for treatment and recovery
services to ensure that everyone can get the support they need to
move forward with their lives.

There are 32 recommendations made in the report, including that the
government invests more in treatment and recovery support, and appoints a
single, responsible minister on drug policy to hold the government to
account. Its recommendations include:

Reforming central leadership to set clear targets for the government
through a new government unit headed up by a minister
Increasing funding for drug treatment in the community by over £550
million over five years.
Requiring local authorities to use drug treatment funding for this
purpose.
Introducing a national Commissioning Quality Standard to ensure
comprehensive treatment services are available, working with health,
housing and employment support, and criminal justice partners when
commissioning services.
Taking urgent action to restore the morale of the workforce, including
through employing more staff to work in this area so people can receive
a higher quality service.
Commissioning a new strategy to increase the number of professionally
qualified drug treatment staff including psychiatrists, psychologists,
therapists, nurses and social workers.
Developing and implementing an action plan to improve mental health
treatment of people with drug dependence.
Taking action to divert drug users from the criminal justice system into
treatment, and maximise the use of community sentence treatment
requirements.
Ensuring everyone leaving prison has ID and a bank account, ensuring
that prisoners with drug dependence can access and receive drug
treatment in the community as soon as possible after release.

The report highlights two welcome developments in the efforts to tackle drug-
related issues, with the £80 million additional funding for drug treatment in
2021/22, as part of a broader package on crime, and the additional £126
million over three years invested into drug and alcohol treatment for people
who sleep rough.

Professor Dame Carol Black was appointed to lead the review following her
initial report commissioned by the Home Office, which looked at the
challenges around drug supply and demand. It found drug deaths are at an all-
time high, the market has become much more violent and drugs are costing
society billions of pounds every year. In response to this the former
ministers commissioned a further review focusing on prevention, treatment and
recovery services.

Systematically addressing the causes of preventable deaths and ill health is
a priority for this government, and this year the government announced that
the new Office for Health Promotion which will spearhead these efforts to



level up society, while making the largest increase to drug treatment funding
for fifteen years, with £80 million of new investment.

Throughout the last year providers have continued to support and treat people
misusing drugs and alcohol and we are supporting local authorities, who know
their communities best, with over £3.3 billion in 2021-2022 to spend on
public health services, including drug and alcohol treatment.

Building on recent successes in tackling county lines gangs, the government
is doubling the funding available to law enforcement to take down and bring
to justice county lines gangs and drug kingpins. Since 2019, our investment
has seen more than 780 lines closed, over 5,100 arrests, £2.9m in cash and
significant quantities of drugs seized, and more than 1,200 vulnerable people
safeguarded.

A further £28 million is being invested into piloting Project ADDER – a new
intensive approach to tackling drug misuse, which combines targeted and
tougher policing with enhanced treatment and recovery services. Project ADDER
(which stands for Addiction, Diversion, Disruption, Enforcement and Recovery)
will brings together partners including the police, local councils and health
services and run for three financial years in five areas with some of the
highest rates of drug misuse: Blackpool, Hastings, Middlesbrough, Norwich and
Swansea Bay.


