Record £90m fine for Southern Water
following EA prosecution

Southern Water has today (Friday 9 July) been handed a record £90 million
fine after pleading guilty to thousands of illegal discharges of sewage which
polluted rivers and coastal waters in Kent, Hampshire and Sussex.

The sentence follows 51 guilty pleas to widespread and long term breaches of

environmental law by Southern Water between 2010 and 2015. The offences were

found to be caused by deliberate failings, causing major harm (Category 1) to
protected areas, conservation sites and oyster beds.

The case, which is the largest criminal investigation in the Environment
Agency’s 25-year history, saw pollution offences from 16 waste water
treatment works and one storm overflow brought together in one prosecution at
Canterbury Crown Court.

In giving his sentence, the Honourable Mr Justice Johnson said:

Each of the 51 offences seen in isolation shows a shocking and
wholesale disregard for the environment, for the precious and
delicate ecosytems along the North Kent and Solent coastlines, for
human health, and for the fisheries and other legitimate businesses
that depend on the vitality of the coastal waters.

Each offence does not stand in isolation. It is necessary to
sentence the company for the totality of the offences to which it
has pleaded guilty. But even that does not reflect the defendant’s
criminality. That is because the offences are aggravated by its
previous persistent pollution of the environment over very many
years.

Southern Water charges its customers for treating wastewater and is required
by permit to properly treat wastewater so as to protect the environment.
Instead, the court heard SWS admit to causing 6,971 illegal discharges over
the offending period (2010-2105), which lasted a total of 61,704 hours, the
equivalent of 2,571 days or just over seven years.

The court were told Southern Water deliberately presented a misleading
picture of compliance to the Environment Agency, hindering proper regulation
of the company.

The discharges were made into highly sensitive protected areas including
numerous conservation sites, causing major environmental harm (Category 1) to
shellfish waters.

This negatively impacted businesses and community groups, with discharges
into designated shellfish waters causing a long-term deterioration in the
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shellfish flesh quality — leaving some areas unsuitable for harvesting
shellfish for human consumption — resulting in lost business for shellfish
producers.

The Environment Agency’s successful prosecution secured the largest fine for
environmental pollution by a water company to date, which will be paid out of
company operating profits — protecting customers from having to pick up the
tab for illegal pollution.

Chair of the Environment Agency, Emma Howard Boyd said:

With nature in crisis, no one should profit from undermining
environmental laws. This sentence shows fines for environmental
offences are starting to reach the same level as the highest fines
for crimes in financial services and that is good. There is growing
scrutiny of the environmental performance of companies all over the
world, this sends an important message to global investors that
England expects businesses to perform to the highest standards.

Like all water companies, Southern Water has a responsibility to
operate in accordance with permit conditions and protect against
serious pollution. In its deliberate, widespread and repeated
offending, it has failed the environment, customers and the system
of environmental laws the public puts its trust in. Polluters must
pay, the Environment Agency will continue to do everything in its
power to ensure that they do.

The Environment Agency has worked closely with Ofwat, the economic regulator,
which imposed a £126 million penalty on SWS in 2019 as a result of the
company’s regulatory failings over the same period. Today’'s sentencing is
part of the criminal investigation into permit breaches and environmental
harm.

Environment Minister Rebecca Pow said:

The findings in this case were shocking and wholly unacceptable.
Water companies should not be letting this happen and those that do
will be punished by the full force of the law.

This fine, the largest ever imposed on a water company, is
absolutely appropriate and welcomed. It will rightly be paid solely
from the company’s operating profits, rather than customer bills.

I have spoken directly to the industry about taking their
environmental responsibilities seriously, protecting rivers, lakes,
streams and the wildlife that rely on them. Some companies are
making welcome strides, but we still need to see significant
improvements from others.
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UK seeks election to UN telecoms
agency’s council

e Country will run for a council seat at the UN’s International
Telecommunications Union

e ITU allocates spectrum and satellite orbits and develops standards which
support tech such as mobiles, TV and sat-navs

e Election would see UK use academic and industry expertise to help close
global digital divide

The UN’s International Telecommunications Union (ITU) allocates global
spectrum — the specific radio waves used for sending and receiving
information — and satellite orbits which enable everyday technologies — such
as mobiles, the internet, television, vehicle GPS navigation, weather
information and online maps — to function.

It also develops the technical telecommunication standards used by these
information and communication technologies (ICTs) across the world. For
instance, the ITU was behind the development of country codes for mobile
phone numbers (e.g. +44 in the UK) which allow people to make a call to
virtually any country in the world.

Being a member of the ITU’s governing council would bolster the UK’s efforts
to support the ITU’'s mission to ‘connect the world’ and tackle some of the
biggest issues affecting the telecoms, tech and space sectors. These include
the growing demand for radio spectrum caused by the growth of new wireless
technologies and closing the global digital divide by widening access to
ICTs.

The UK’s election for the four-year term on the council would also build on
its commitment to encourage the use of ICTs to address these global
challenges, increase prosperity in developing countries by taking steps to
boost digital inclusion and skills, and promote collaboration and consensus
building among the ITU’s 193 member states.

The UK has been an active member of the ITU for more than 150 years, bringing
together industry, government, and academia to provide technical expertise
and substantive experience to unlock the benefits of digital technical
standards for people and businesses.

Minister for Media and Data John Whittingdale said:

The UK has been heavily engaged in the work of the ITU since the
age of the telegraph, but now we are running for a seat at the
council so that we can champion the innovation of tomorrow across
the globe and use it to tackle the world’s biggest challenges.
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We share the ITU’s vision of connecting the world, and believe our
breadth of expertise in science and technology has much to offer in
making this bold ambition a reality.

The election will take place in the first week of the ITU’s Plenipotentiary
Conference at the end of September 2022, and the UK will launch its manifesto
later this year.

ENDS
Notes for Editors:

As part of the Western European Regional Group (B) the UK will be competing
for one of eight seats currently held by France, Italy, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Spain, Switzerland and Turkey. Voting for council membership is
normally conducted through a single round of voting. The countries obtaining
the highest number of votes for each regional allocation will be elected. All
193 ITU Member States will have a vote. Other current members of the council
are:

e Region A (Americas): Argentina, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, El
Salvador, Mexico, United States, Paraguay

e Region C (Eastern Europe and Northern Asia): Azerbaijan, Czech Republic,
Poland, Romania, Russian Federation[]

e Region D (Africa): Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, Egypt, Ghana,
Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia, Uganda

e Region E (Asia and Australasia): Australia, China, India, Indonesia,
Iran (Islamic Republic of)[], [OJJapan, Korea (Republic of), Kuwait,
Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, United Arab Emirates[
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A cross-dimensional perspective on
anti-corruption in the OSCE context:
UK statement

Thank you Madam Chair,

The UK sees corruption as a complex, cross-dimensional issue, which requires
a whole-of-society approach to fight, but I would like to focus my brief
remarks on one topic — the media.

The media offers a key route for information about governmental activities to
be disseminated, providing the public with a critical capacity to hold those
in power accountable.

The OECD has declared media reporting the most important source for public
awareness and the detection of corruption. But the capacity of the media to
be an effective tool against corruption depends on media freedom.

The anti-corruption research centre U4 has said that when media freedom is
protected, the media can fulfil at least three main functions to help counter
corruption.

First, high quality investigative journalism can name and shame those
representatives in public office who are either involved in corruption or
help facilitate a culture of impunity, increasing the political risk of
corrupt practices.

Second, when civic cynicism promotes a normalisation of corruption in
people’s daily experience — which can hinder attempts to counter corruption —
the media can create a positive national discourse about the values of
integrity, transparency and accountability. Such a discourse can both educate
about the effects of corruption and show that there is a viable alternative.

And third, the media can help promote active engagement of citizens in anti-
corruption efforts. Various forms of participatory and civic journalism have
emerged in recent years, complementing traditional investigative media,
setting alternative agendas, providing information and witness accounts from
local perspectives, giving voice to marginalised groups, and documenting
transgressions.

Madam Moderator, media freedom is part of strong, open societies. We have
heard about the damaging effects corruption can have on a country’s
development. The solutions to countering corruption need to be multifaceted.
But States should certainly do what they can to empower one of the strongest
weapons against it — media freedom.
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Thank you.

Noknag MUHUCTepCTBaA MHOCTPAHHLIX AOen u
MexgyHaponHoro pa3sutusa “lpaBa
yenoeeka U pgemokpatusa 2020"”: Poccusa

Cutyauus B Poccum

CuTyauma C npaBamu 4esioBeKa MPOAONXWNa yXyawaTbCas u3-3a Bce H6onee BpaxpebHOM
ONa rpaxpaHckoro obwecTtBa cpefbl, CrOBOPYMBOM M MOMMTUYECKU KOHTPONMUPYEMOW
cynebHon cuctemsl n pgasneHus Ha CMU. U 6e3 Toro y3kme pamku pnsa csobopsl
BblpAXEHWS MHEHWW W rpaxgaHCKoro obwecTBa Obinm ewe Gonee yxecTo4veHbl BHECEHUMEM
pAfa 3akoHoOaTesNbHbIX MOMPaBOK M U3MEHEHUN B KOHCTMTyLMIO.

BcTynuBuwmMe B CWy B MINIe KOHCTUTYLMOHHbIE U3MEHEHWS BK/WYAKWT MOMpPaBKY,
yTBEPXAalllylw BEPXOBEHCTBO KOHCTUTYUUM Hap peweHusMM MexOoyHapomHbIX OpraHoe. B
X 4nmcno BXxoauT EBponenckui cyn no npaBaM YesloBeKa — OOMH M3 HEMHOT UX
OCTaBWMXCA MNyTei MOMCKA NPaBOCyOous [ON1S XEPTB HapylWleHWW NpaB 4yenoBeka. Ha
Poccuio M paHee npuxogunochb 6osfblie OXMAalWMX PaACCMOTPEHUS [en, 4YeM Ha nwboe
opyroe rocypapctBo B cocTaBe CoBeTa EBponbl. BeHeumaHckas komuccus CoBeTa
EBponbl packpuTukKoBana 3Ty nomnpaBKy Kak npoTuBopedvauwyw obssatenscteaMm Poccuu
no EBponeickoi KOHBEHUWW MO NpaBaM 4esioBeKa.

MonpaBkn K 3aKOHYy 06 MHOCTpaHHbLIX areHTax 2012 roga pacuupunun coepy ero
OENCTBMUA, BBEAA OOMONHUTENbHble TpeboBaHUA MO OTYETHOCTM ONA OpraHuM3auuu,
0003HaYeHHbIX KaK MHOCTpPaHHble areHTbl, WM COefaB BO3MOXHbIM ONpefennTb
WHOCTPaHHbLIMX areHTaMnm B TOM uucne M ¢usnyeckux nuy. HoBoe 3akoHOOATENbLCTBO
TaKXe HanoXuno [OMOJSIHUTENbHbIE OrpaHMYeHns Ha nybsnmyHble NpPOTeCcTbl, B TOM 4yucre
Ha OQMHOYHbIE MWUKETbl — OOWH M3 HEMHOrMX OCTaBWMXCA CnocoboB peanusauun nobMU
CBOEro KOHCTUTYLMOHHOrO MpaBa Ha MUPHbIK NPOTECT.

OencTBylwmne 3aKoHbl O HEYBaXE€HWU K BNacTu, 3KCTpemnsme n 6opbbe C TeppopusMoM
MCNONb30BannCb ANa BbLIOOPOYHLIX NMPECSEf0BaHWUNA, WMEWNX LENb COEepXUBaHMUE
MHaKOMbICINSA . 06eCnOKOEHHOCTb BbI3bIBAET MOSIMTUYECKU MOTUBUPOBAHHOE
npecnepnoBaHue Wpua [OMMTpueBa — UCTOpPMKA M TJiaBbl KAPeNbCKOr0o OTAENEeHUS
«MeMopuana», NpUroBOpeHHOro B ceHTAbpe K 13 ropgam nuweHus cBobofpl.
BenukobputaHma npusBana K €ro HemMepsieHHOMy 0CBOGOXOeHwio.

OTpaBneHue BeaylWlero PoCCUCKOro onno3uumoHepa Anekces HaBanbHOro B aBrycTe
CTano cepbe3HbM YOApoM MO AEMOKPATUM M MONUTUYECKOMY nnwpanuaMmy B Poccum. B
ceHTsabpe MUHUCTPbl MHOCTPaHHLIX Aen G7 ocyaunu 3TO HanafeHue KakK Cepbe3Hyl
yrpo3sy pns Tex, KTO 3aHMMaeTCs 3aWuToW MOSMTUMYECKMX WM FpaxpaHckux csobop —
Tex camMelX, KoTopble Poccus caMa Hekorpga obsfi3anacb rapaHTUpoBaTh.

JICBT+ niogyM npopgonxawT nogBepratbCa CUCTEMATUYECKUMM npecnefoBaHuMaM B YeuyHe. B
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pekabpe B paMkax bpuTaHCKOro pexuMa caHkuum B obnacTtu npas 4enoBeka (UK's
Global Human Rights sanctions regime) BenukobpuTauus obbsBuna Tpex Nuy U OJHY
opraHuM3aumio OTBETCTBEHHbIMW 3a 3TU HapyweHusa. 3a OBa ropa, npowepwue nocne
poknaga Mockosckoro MexaHmsMa OBCE 2018 ropa o0 HapyweHusx npae 4yenioBeka B
YeyHe, pocCUUCKME BNacTU TakK M He MPOBENM MNOSIHOrO paccnefoBaHWs, M OonNucaHHas
B 3TOM foknage atMocdepa be3Haka3aHHOCTM npoponxaeTt npeobnapath.
BenukobputaHma ocyguna noxuuweHue u noiTku B YeyHe 19-netHero CanmaHa
Tencypkaea, Mopepatopa Telegram-kaHana «1ADAT».

bonbwMHCTBO CpencTB MacCoBOM MHPOPMAUMKM BCe TaK ¥e HaxoguTcs nop
roCynapCTBEeHHbIM KOHTPOJSIEM, a HeMHOorue He3asucumble CMW paboTawT BO BCe bonee
BpaxoebHon cpepe. B wmwone no o6BMHEHMI0O B roCygapCTBEHHOM WM3MeHe Obl1 apecToBaH
ObiBwM XypHanucTt MeaH CadpoHoB. bbimu 3apgepxaHbl M XypPHaANUMCTbl, NPOBOAUBLIME
OOMHOYHbIEe NMUKeTbl NpoTuB apecTa CappoHoBa. PaHee, 3 wwnsg, Oblan npou3BeneHs
3afepxaHua paga XypHanucTOB, MPOBOAMBWNX OOMHOYHbIE MUKETbI, 4YTOObl BbIPA3UTL
cBOW 00eCNOKOEHHOCTb npuroBopoM CBeTnaHe [poOKONbEBOW.

MpoponXunucb npecsieqoBaHUA PefiMrno3HbIX MEHbWUMHCTB, B TOM 4YuC/le 3afepxaHus
CeupeTtenen lMeroBbl — 3Ta opraHusauma 6bina Ha3BaHa «3KCTPEMUCTCKOM» U Ha ITOM
OCHOBaHuM 3anpeweHa. Mo Bcen Poccum n B OKKynupoBaHHOM Poccuen KpbiMy, no
MeHbllen Mepe, OeCfiTb €e YeHOB NO-NPeXHEeMy HaxoaaTca B 3aknwyeHuu, 417 nop
cnencteveM M 35 B npenBapuTesibHOM 3aKJIYEHUN .

HMNO coobwann 0 TPEBOXHOM pOCTE OOMAWHEro Hacunus BO BpeMsa naHoemum COVID-19.
OgHako NpuMHATME 3aKoHopaTenbCTBaA, MPU3BaAHHOro obecneunTb OONbWYKH 3awuTy ero
XepTtBaM, No-npexHeMy 6ykcyer.

BMewaTtenbctBo Poccuum B oTKonoBwuecs OT py3um perunoHsl Abxasum u lxHon OceTumm
npuBeno K panbHEenwWweMy yxXypWweHuio CUTyauuuM C npaBaMu 4YenioBeka B 3TUX PeruoHax,
a MecTHbole CMU coobwaT 0 ¢pakTax MbITOK U 3THUYECKON AUCKPUMUHALMMK. 3aKpbiTue
MYHKTOB MNepeceyeHns rpaHuubl HalloXWI0 OOMONHUTENbHbIE OrpaHUYeHus Ha csobopy
nepeaBuUXeHUs U TeM CaMbiM COenano HEBO3MOXHbIM LN XUTenen nosnyyeHue
MEeOQMLMHCKOM NoMowu BO BpeMsa naHpemuu. BenukobpuTaHus noppepxana pe3oniouun o
BbIHYXOEHHbIX MepeceneHuax Ha [eHepanbHon Accambnee O0OH u B CoBeTe OOH no
npasaM 4yenoseka, Tpebywwne obecneyeHus gocTyna K TakuM nuuaMm gng YnpasneHus
BepxoBHoro komuccapa OOH no npasBaM yenoBeka.

Poccusa npoponxuna HapyweHus npaB 4YesioBeKa B HE3aKOHHO aHHEKCMpOBaHHOM KpbiMy W
— NyTeM NoanepXKu CBOMX CTOPOHHUKOB — Ha BOCTOKe YKpauHbl. Poccus npoponxuna
UrHOPMPOBATb MPU3bIBbl AaTb MEXOYHAPOOHbM MOHUTOPWHIOBLIM OpPraHM3auusM OOCTyn B
KpbIM M CHATb AN HUX OrpaHWYEeHUs Ha OOCTYN B HEMNOOKOHTPOJSibHble MPaBUTENbCTBY
pavoHbl BOCTOKA YKpauHbl, TeM CaMbiM MPensaTCTBYs He3aBUCUMOW OLEHKe CuTyauuu c
npaBamMu 4YenoBeka.

B KpbiMy penctsywwme ne-gpakTo poCCUMCKME BNacTU MPOJONXUIN mpecnefoBaHue rpynn
MEHbWWHCTB M OUCCUOEHTOB, MNPaKTUKYS MPOM3BOJIbHbIE apecTbl, MbITKU M 3anyrusaHue
C Lenbld OrpaHn4YeHus OCHOBHbIX cBobop. B Poccum m KpbiMy ocTaBanucCb nop CTpaxen
no MeHbwen mMepe 109 MOAUTMYECKUX 3AKIWYEHHbIX, B TOM 4ucne 72 KpPbIMCKKUX
TaTapuMHa, MHOrMe U3 KOTOPbIX COpepxanucb B OGecyenoBeYHbIX YCOBUAX,
noaBepranucb NbiTKaM M XeCTOKOMy oOpaweHuio M He nony4vyanu MeguuUMHCKOW MOMOLWM .
BenukobputaHmsa oka3biBana NOALEPXKY MpaBo3aWMTHUKAM B KpbiMy C TeM, 4Tobbl HIMO
MOrfnu npogofnxaTb cneguTb 3a cobrnogeHMeM npaB 4enoBeka M gobuBaTbCA BO3MeweHuUs



yuwepba pna xepTB Hacunus. Mbl NpoOonXunu BbipaxaTb Hawy 03ab04YeHHOCTbL MO MOBOAY
xapakTepa obpaweHns C Kak MUHMMYM 109 NONMTUYECKUMU 3aKSIYEeHHbMM. Ha
MHOFOCTOPOHHUX ¢popyMax, B TOoM uyucne OBCE, Mbl npu3biBanu npegocTaBuTb
MeXOYHapOaHbIM MUCCUAM MO MOHUTOPUHIY cobnwaeHus npas 4YerloBEKa XU3HEHHO
BaxHoro pgoctyna B KpbM.

B 2021 rogy BenukobpuTaHua COXpPaHUT CBOKW MPUBEPKEHHOCTb OAENy 3alUTbl U
NPOOBMXEHUA MpaB YesioBeka M rpaxgaHckoro obwectsa B Poccuu; Mol NPOQOSIXUM
npu3biBaTb POCCUMUCKME BNACTW BbINOJIHATL CBOWM MexayHapopHole obf3atenbLcrtBa B
obnactu npas yenoseka. BenukobpuTaHus Takxe OKaxeT NOOAEPXKY HOBOMW
MexpyHapooHOM KpbIMCKOW nnatdopme, KoTopas 00beauMHUT MexayHapopHoe coobwecTBo
B NogOepXkKy BO3BpaweHus KpoiMa YKpauHe.

MonHbin TekcT [loknapa Ha aHrIMACKOM $i3blke OOCTYMEeH MO CChiIKe.
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