
Stay safe on your summer holiday

News story

OPSS is again providing guidance to consumers on how to stay safe when buying
summer items.

Many of us will be buying new items for the summer holidays including phone
chargers, sunglasses and immersion heaters to heat up our paddling pools.
Buying a bargain is tempting but it is important to get a safe product. If a
bargain product seems too good to be true, it probably is.

Many so-called bargains are harmful and could cause injuries that can be
severe. Bargain electrical goods, such as pool immersion heaters and phone
chargers, may not be manufactured to high standards and can overheat, catch
fire or cause electrocution.

Poor quality sunglasses may only offer low or no protection from the sun’s
rays.

OPSS has produced these top tips (below) to help keep consumers safe when
buying summer items.

Compare the product price
If it is a fraction of the price, then this could be a warning sign that the
product is unsafe.

Check the address on the product
If there is no address or just a PO box number, it could mean it is poorly
manufactured.

Examine the product
Are the label and logo correct? Genuine branded products will have
standardised logos, fonts, and colours. Spelling mistakes and grammatical
errors can also be a warning sign the product is poorly manufactured.
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Electrical goods that are poorly manufactured may be missing parts or not
have safety certification on the product label. Check for product
registration cards and the manual.

Check if model numbers are listed on the manufacturer’s website.

If in doubt, check it out.
Just because you can buy it, does not mean it is safe. Read our guidance in
full.

Help spread the word:
Support the messaging on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram by using the hashtag
#StaySafeSummer2021.

Download digital images for use on social media from our My Safety: Summer
Safety guidance page.
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Change of British High Commissioner
Jamaica

Press release

Ms Judith Slater has been appointed British High Commissioner to Jamaica in
succession to Mr Asif Ahmad CMG who will be transferring to another
Diplomatic Service appointment. Ms Slater will take up her appointment during
September 2021.

CURRICULUM VITAE
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Full name: Judith Mary Slater

Married to: Philip de Waal

Children: Two

Year Role

2016 to present Istanbul, Consul-General and Trade Commissioner for Eastern
Europe and Central Asia

2011 to 2015 Singapore, Deputy High Commissioner and UK Trade and
Investment Regional Director for SE Asia

2007 to 2011 Pretoria, Deputy High Commissioner
2004 to 2007 Houston, Consul-General

2001 to 2003 FCO, Assistant Director, Human Resources Policy, Human
Resources Directorate

1997 to 2000 New Delhi, Head of Press and Public Affairs
1994 to 1996 FCO, Private Secretary to the Minister of State

1993 to 1994 FCO, Head of Nuclear Policy Section, Non-Proliferation
Department

1989 to 1992 Canberra, Third later Second Secretary
1988 to 1989 FCO, Desk Officer, Hong Kong Department

Newsdesk
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Prime Minister to urge caution ahead
of move to step 4

The Prime Minister will host a press conference this afternoon (Monday 12th
July) to confirm whether England can move to step 4 of the Roadmap.

Step 4 is expected to begin on Monday 19th July if the government’s “four
tests” for easing Covid restrictions have been met.

The Health and Social Care Secretary will announce the plans to parliament.

The four tests are:
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The vaccine deployment programme continues successfully
Evidence shows vaccines are sufficiently effective in reducing
hospitalisations and deaths in those vaccinated
Infection rates do not risk a surge in hospitalisations which would put
unsustainable pressure on the NHS
Our assessment of the risks is not fundamentally changed by new Variants
of Concern

The Prime Minister is expected to urge the public to remain vigilant and
exercise caution, praising the efforts of the country for the progress made
so far while warning that the pandemic is not over and that caution will be
key in the coming weeks.

The latest data will be presented, with current modelling suggesting that
Covid cases will continue to rise as restrictions are eased.
Hospitalisations, serious illness and deaths will also continue, albeit at a
much lower level than before the vaccination programme.

As of 10th July, a total of 80.3 million vaccine doses have been administered
in the UK, with 45.7 million adults receiving a first dose (86.9%) and 34.5
million adults receiving both doses (65.6%).

The move to step 4 was delayed by up to four weeks so every adult could be
offered a vaccine. 6.8 million first and second doses have already been
administered in England during the delay so far.

The delay has also moved the probable end of restrictions to a point closer
to the school summer holidays, when transmission is expected to be lower.
Reopening at a point later in the year may increase pressure on the NHS
because of winter illnesses such as flu

Analysis from Public Health England (PHE) and the University of Cambridge
suggests that vaccines have so far prevented an estimated 8.5 million
infections and 30,000 deaths in England alone.

It is vital that people keep coming forward to get both jabs when called,
with data from PHE showing COVID-19 vaccines are highly effective against
hospitalisation from the Delta variant. The analysis suggests the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine is 96% effective and the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine is 92%
effective against hospitalisation after two doses.

The vaccination rollout will continue to accelerate by bringing forward
second doses for under 40s to eight weeks – meaning the entire population
will benefit from maximum protection more quickly.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

We are tantalisingly close to the final milestone in our roadmap
out of lockdown, but the plan to restore our freedoms must come
with a warning.

While the phenomenal vaccine rollout has offered every adult some



protection against the virus, and the crucial link between cases,
hospitalisations and deaths is weakened, the global pandemic is not
over yet.

Cases will rise as we unlock, so as we confirm our plans today, our
message will be clear. Caution is absolutely vital, and we must all
take responsibility so we don’t undo our progress, ensuring we
continue to protect our NHS.

Liz Truss visits US to foster closer
cooperation on making global trade
free and fair

Truss to meet US counterpart Katherine Tai to discuss tackling market-
distorting trade practices globally.
Using trade as a weapon in the fight against climate change and supply
chain resilience also on agenda.
Trip to include West Coast leg to focus on digital and innovation
opportunities.

The International Trade Secretary is to meet US Trade Representative
Katherine Tai to discuss closer cooperation on tackling threats to free and
fair global trade during a five-day visit to the US (11-15 July).

Liz Truss’ meeting with Tai will focus on what we can do to work together and
combat market-distorting trade practices such as industrial subsidies and
dumping, as well as working together to defend workers and companies that
play by the rules against unfair practices in the global trading system, by
combating forced labour and strengthening supply-chain resilience.

She will then travel to the West Coast, home to some of the world’s biggest
tech companies, to promote the UK as a leading investment destination ahead
of the Global Investment Summit in October.

She will meet businesses and investors to discuss opportunities for growth on
both sides of the Atlantic. Truss will speak with leading Democrats and the
tech industry about how a future UK-US free trade agreement can set gold-
standard rules on digital trade.

Digital trade is a major part of the UK economy, with digital sectors
contributing around £151bn in 2019. The UK tech sector attracted some
$9bn/£7.3bn of foreign investment in 2020. The UK and US are both world
leaders for unicorn companies, start-up businesses now worth over £1bn. Based
on estimates by Dealroom and Tech Nation, the UK recently passed 100
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unicorns, joining the US as one of only three countries to reach this
milestone. Deeper trade ties of the kind Truss is pursuing could encourage
the creation of many more.

The visit comes in the wake of the recent resolution of the Airbus-Boeing
dispute, ensuring harmful tariffs are suspended. It also provides an
opportunity to build on commitments made by the UK and US in the new Atlantic
Charter to deepen our trade ties.

International Trade Secretary Liz Truss said:

I’m visiting the US to build on the progress we’ve already made on
tackling market-distorting practices that threaten the future
progress and prosperity we can make around the world through free
and fair trade.

Workers in both the UK and US have suffered when their products are
unfairly undercut. We must work together with our friends and
allies in the US to protect free enterprise from practices like
industrial subsidies and intellectual property theft, which give
trade a bad name.

With UK US trade supporting over a million jobs in both countries,
there is clear reason to work together to deepen our trade and
investment ties and build back better. Together we can build on our
credentials as two great innovating nations, and take this
opportunity to shape the future of digital trade.

The US is the UK’s largest single trading partner, with total trade reaching
over £196bn/$252bn in 2020, supporting over one million jobs in each other’s
economies. Both countries have more than $1tn invested in each other’s
economies.

Moving finance towards our clean,
green, and resilient future

Good afternoon and thank you to Minister Franco and Governor Visco for
organising this conference.

Friends, climate change is the greatest challenge that we face.

And we must act now, to protect people and nature from its impacts, and to
drive down global emissions.

In 2015 the countries of the world signed the Paris Agreement, and committed
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to do all they could to limit global temperature rises to well below 2
degrees, and closer to 1.5 degrees.

Now, to keep that 1.5 degree limit within reach, we must halve global
emissions by 2030.

And these efforts depend on finance.

Without it, the task ahead is near impossible.

So, one of my key aims for COP26 is to get finance flowing to climate action,
both public finance and private finance.

We must all respond with the urgency the crisis demands, particularly to
mobilise public and private finance into emerging markets and developing
countries, where the need is greatest, and help to build green economies,
creating jobs and prosperity.

On climate, the G20 nations must lead.

And of course I welcome the progress made by Finance Ministers and Central
Bank Governors over the last two days.

And I am encouraged by the work of the sustainable finance, framework and
infrastructure working groups, and the Financial Stability Board.

When it comes to public finance, it is essential that developed countries
deliver the $100billion a year that they have promised to developing
countries.

In 2018, we mobilised $80 billion, a significant amount, but not enough.

And I have always said, delivering the full $100billion is a matter of trust.

So I welcome the fact that, under the UK Presidency, every G7 country has
committed to increase its public finance commitments, including finance for
adaptation.

Canada, Germany and Japan have put new money on the table immediately after
the G7 summit.

And I look forward to other donors, including other G7 countries, stepping up
with new or increased commitments ahead of COP26.

And I am pleased that the IMF is preparing a $650bn allocation of Special
Drawing Rights.

The G7 has made clear that they want to channel almost a sixth of the newly
allocated SDRs to support healthy, green and resilient recoveries from
Covid-19 in the poorest and most vulnerable countries.

And I very much support this call and want other countries to back the G7’s
approach.



And I want to see a much, much more ambitious level of SDR recycling from the
richer nations, than we saw immediately after the 2009 financial crisis.

So, I urge richer countries, and the IMF, to respond urgently to the G7’s
call on SDRs, and the G20 to address the debt challenges faced by developing
countries.

I also urge Multilateral Development Banks to take action.

Every MDB should set a date by which they will align with the Paris
Agreement, as the World Bank and the EBRD have done.

And every MDB should meet their climate finance targets, increasing them
where possible, and develop plans to mobilise more private finance.

When it comes to private finance, we are of course working closely with
Finance Ministers, in coordination with the efforts of Mark Carney, to ensure
that every financial decision takes climate into account.

And members of GFANZ, the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero, today
represents over $88 trillion of assets. All signed up to science-based
targets to reduce emissions to net zero by 2050 at the latest.

This is good news, yet we know barriers exist to investment in emerging
markets.

Many can seem too risky to attract large-scale institutional capital.

And investors are cautious.

Yet we know that emerging markets hold enormous investment opportunities.

The IFC estimates there are nearly $23 trillion in opportunities for climate-
smart investments in emerging markets between now and 2030.

So, as Shemara has just said, we must bring public and private finance
together to break down the barriers to investment, and to support a just and
inclusive transition to global net zero.

I welcome Macquarie leading the GFANZ work to accelerate this capital into
emerging markets.

And I welcome today’s discussion on how MDBs can support the transition to
global net zero.

I urge MDBs and private financial firms to increase their collaboration, and
scale-up blended finance initiatives and technical assistance, and to improve
the conditions for investment within countries, and build pipelines of high-
quality, bankable projects.

Together, you can demonstrate that public finance can de-risk investment and
leverage in significant private capital.

So, ahead of COP, I encourage MDBs to share plans for mobilising private



finance faster, and I urge private financial institutions to work with MDBs
on these plans, to help show how finance will flow in support of countries’
ambitious plans for climate action.

Such steps are essential if we are to redirect the sums flowing through the
global economy towards our green future, and secure the trillions of dollars
required to build resilience, meet global net zero, and keep the 1.5 degree
limit alive.

These collaborative efforts must endure far beyond COP26.

Friends, this is the decisive decade.

And the decisions you take now will set the course of the planet.

Business as usual is not an option.

So let’s work together.

To divert finance from the polluting industries of the past, towards our
clean, green, and resilient future. Creating jobs and growth in every corner
of the globe.

Thank you.


