
Further support confirmed for Brighton
and Hove to slow COVID-19 infections

Press release

Support introduced following a significant rise locally in COVID-19 case
numbers

Additional support package aims to slow COVID-19 infections within areas
Package includes additional testing and support to encourage people to
get COVID-19 vaccines

Following a significant rise in COVID-19 case numbers locally, additional
support is being deployed from Monday 12 July in the city of Brighton and
Hove.

The wall of protection the vaccine is providing is severely weakening the
link between cases, hospitalisations and deaths. The aim of this additional
support is to slow down the rate of COVID-19 infection in this area, allowing
time for more people to get both vaccinations.

The additional support package includes the option to deliver extra testing
within targeted areas, the provision of logistical support to maximise
vaccine uptake, and further help for local campaigns. As part of the enhanced
support package, extra guidance will be set out on steps people can take,
such as minimising travel in and out of the affected areas, to keep their
loved ones and their communities safe. This approach has also been deployed
in areas across the North West, and Bedford and Birmingham.

This further support is a short-term measure, and case rates in the area will
be regularly reviewed to determine if support is still needed.

Health Minister Lord Bethell said:

Working closely with the local authority, we are providing a
strengthened package of support in Brighton and Hove. We know this
approach can work and it is based on our successful partnerships
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with other areas where there was a significant rise in cases. This
extra support is intended to help slow the rate of infection as we
begin to lift restrictions, allowing more people to get double
jabbed.

The most important thing that people in this area can do is take a
test if they are offered to do so, practise hands, face, space and
fresh air, and get their jab – the vaccine is building a wall of
protection around us all.
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Government sets out conditions for
returning to 0.7% aid target

The Government is committed to returning to a target of spending 0.7% of
Gross National Income (GNI) on ODA. Today the Government has confirmed this
will happen when the independent Office for Budget Responsibility’s fiscal
forecast says that, on a sustainable basis, the UK is not borrowing to
finance day-to-day spending and underlying debt is falling. This provides a
clear measure, assessed against independent objective forecasts to inform the
return to 0.7%, underlining the commitment to the International Development
Act 2015.

Due to the economic and fiscal consequences of the Covid pandemic, the UK has
suffered the biggest recession in 300 years. Last year, the Government
borrowed nearly £300 billion – nearly 15 per cent of GDP – the highest since
the Second World War, which is why the decision was taken to temporarily
reduce the ODA budget to spend 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income on
overseas aid in 2021. Other measures taken were an increase in corporation
tax, freezing income tax personal thresholds, and adopting a targeted
approach to public sector pay.

Spending at 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income for this year means the UK
will still give more than £10 billion to improve global health, fight poverty
and tackle climate change. The UK is currently the third largest donor in the
G7 as a percentage of GNI. It is also the third largest bilateral
humanitarian donor in the world. The UK is investing more than £400 million
on girls’ education in over 25 countries, delivering £534 million of
bilateral spend on climate and biodiversity, and committing £548 million to
COVAX to provide vaccines for poorer countries.
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The UK is also a moral and humanitarian leader, spending money on causes on
top of the ODA budget. This includes peacekeeping, where the UK is currently
the fifth largest contributor to the UN peacekeeping budget, defence, where
the Government announced the largest boost to the nation’s defence in the
last 30 years last year, and diplomacy, where the UK has the third biggest
diplomatic network in the world. Also on trade, where UK tariff reductions on
imports from certain developing countries save exporters from those countries
around £1 billion each year, and on research and development, where the UK is
spending nearly £15 billion this year. The UK Government has also invested
over £85 million to develop and manufacture the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine,
with the agreement that the vaccine would be made available without profit to
the world.

At the upcoming Spending Review the Government will set the ODA budget for
2022-23 (and provisionally for later years) in line with these tests and the
latest fiscal forecast. Each year, the Government will review, in accordance
with the International Development Act 2015, whether a return to spending
0.7% of GNI on ODA is achievable against the latest fiscal forecast. If it
expects to meet the fiscal tests in the following financial year, the
government will increase overseas aid spending above 0.5% of GNI to 0.7% of
GNI.

Once the Government has spent 0.7% of GNI as overseas aid in a given year,
these tests will no longer apply to overseas aid spending and the government
will return to spending 0.7% of GNI on ODA year on year.

A motion will be tabled by the Government alongside the Written Ministerial
Statement published today, asking the House of Commons to consider and
approve this approach. A vote is expected to take place tomorrow.

Further information

The Written ministerial statement is available here

The International Development (Official Development Assistance Target)
Act 2015 clearly envisages situations in which a departure from spending
0.7% of GNI on ODA may be necessary; for example in response to “fiscal
circumstances and, in particular, the likely impact of meeting the
target on taxation, public spending and public borrowing”.

Last year the UK borrowed nearly £300 billion – equivalent to 14.3 per
cent of GDP – the highest since World War II. Debt as a percentage of
GDP has reached nearly 100 per cent, the highest since 1962. This year
the UK is forecast to borrow the second highest amount on record during
peacetime – second only to last year.

Gross national income (GNI) is defined as gross domestic product (GDP),
plus net receipts from abroad of compensation of employees, property
income and net taxes less subsidies on production
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GNI is an alternative measure of a country’s income, which includes
income earned from abroad. GDP measures the total value of goods and
services produced within the UK. GNI is therefore a broader measure of a
nation’s income than GDP, since it captures investment income or money
transfers to the UK, regardless of where they came from.

The Science and Engineering Fast
Stream (SEFS)

News story

The GSE Profession supports early talent with the SEFS scheme. In this
article, we check in with current fast streamers to get their reflections so
far.

The Government Science & Engineering (GSE) profession has been supporting new
joiners to the civil service through the Science & Engineering Fast Stream
Programme. The programme has grown steadily across the years, with ambitions
to maintain this growth to ensure every aspect of government is supported by
a diverse range of people and skills.

We checked in with our fast streamers to get their reflections on their
experience so far.

Nick Daly

The Science and Engineering Fast Stream has so far been a fantastic
programme to learn, shape and personally influence the vital role
that science and engineering plays in all facets of government.
Having started the scheme less than a year ago I have been amazed
at the number of professional, social, and volunteering
opportunities that we have on offer. This is in addition to having
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the encouragement and ability to forge our own direction and create
a positive impact in areas of interest to each of us, with the
support of the GSE community at all levels of seniority.

Alisha Barfield

As someone who was unsure post-university what direction to take,
being on the Science and Engineering Fast Stream has allowed me to
combine my interests in both policy and science. It has given me
the opportunity to utilise my scientific background to support a
broad range of policy making. From tackling climate change to CSA
private offices, no 2 days are the same being at the forefront in
ensuring evidence is at the heart of policy in government.
Additionally, the scheme has enabled me to grow my confidence and
skills in order to be a future leader within the civil service.

Emily Jane Cramphorn

Being part of the Science and Engineering Fast Stream is an
exceptional opportunity to engage with science in government across
all levels. During my time on the scheme I have been able to work
directly on the front line of scientific advice and analysis as
part of the COVID-19 response, including with senior figures such
as the Chief Medical Officer. As a science and engineering fast
streamer you are a member of the Government Science and Engineering
profession, which provides a unique opportunity to shape the future
of science in government and of the fast stream scheme, in addition
to ongoing support and professional development opportunities. I
have thoroughly enjoyed working with the Government Science and
Engineering profession and my time on the Science and Engineering
Fast Stream, which I would recommend to early career scientists who
want to bridge the gap between academia and the ‘real world.

Tom

I wanted to join a development scheme which let me stay in touch
with my STEM qualifications and skills but gave me responsibility
from day one, and a clear trajectory to senior leadership
positions. If you’re unsure if you think you are what the civil
service is after, back yourself and go for it! You’ll gain a huge
breadth of experience and skills in areas as broad as commercial
negotiating and technical leadership, to project management and
briefing ministers. If you want to stretch and challenge yourself
to be a better leader, this is a great place to start!



To find out more about the Science and Engineering Fast Stream programme,
please visit our site.
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Prime Minister confirms move to Step 4

Step 4 of the Roadmap to go ahead on Monday 19 July
Prime Minister emphasises caution and personal responsibility
Cases continue to rise but link with hospitalisations and deaths
weakened

Step 4 of the Roadmap will proceed as planned on Monday 19 July, the Prime
Minister has confirmed.

Moving to Step 4 is a balance of risks and the public should continue to be
cautious. The majority of covid restrictions will end on 19 July and guidance
will emphasise personal responsibility.

The latest data and modelling show that the government’s “four tests” for
easing covid restrictions have been met.

The four tests are:

The vaccine deployment programme continues successfully
Evidence shows vaccines are sufficiently effective in reducing
hospitalisations and deaths in those vaccinated.
Infection rates do not risk a surge in hospitalisations which would put
unsustainable pressure on the NHS.
Our assessment of the risks is not fundamentally changed by new Variants
of Concern.

Cases will continue to rise as set out from the start of the Roadmap, but the
vaccination programme has substantially weakened the link between infection
and serious illness or death.

Hospitalisations and deaths will continue to rise over the coming weeks and
months, but both are far lower than the previous wave. The current data does
not suggest that unsustainable pressure will be put on the NHS but all data
will be kept under constant review.

As of 12 July there are 28,421 new positive cases in England. 461 people were
admitted to hospital with covid and there are 2,352 patients in hospital. The
latest ONS estimates show that 1 in 160 people have covid in England.

The move to Step 4 was delayed by 4 weeks so more adults could be vaccinated.
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Nearly 7 million vaccines have already been administered during the delay.

By 19 July two thirds of adults will have received two doses and every adult
will have been offered a first dose.

The delay to Step 4 has also moved the end of restrictions closer to the
school summer holidays.

All adults should take up the offer of two vaccine doses, to protect
themselves and others against covid. Analysis from Public Health England
(PHE) and the University of Cambridge suggests that vaccines have so far
prevented an estimated 8.5 million infections and 30,000 deaths in England
alone.

Data from PHE suggests that one dose of either the Pfizer-BioNTech or Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine is 80% effective against hospitalisations with the Delta
variant, increasing to 96% after two doses.

The Prime Minister has today emphasised caution and the expectation for a
gradual easing of restrictions, based on informed choice and personal
responsibility. Last week he set out a five-point plan to manage the risks
while learning to live with covid.

The vaccination programme will continue and all adults will be offered two
doses by mid-September. Dependent on final JCVI advice the booster programme
will begin from September, offering additional protection to the most
vulnerable.

The majority of legal restrictions will be removed and people will be
expected to protect themselves and others through informed choice. The
government expects and recommends that face coverings are worn in crowded and
enclosed spaces, such as public transport, when mixing with people you don’t
normally meet.

While the government is no longer instructing people to work from home, a
return to the workplace should be gradual and businesses should follow the
published guidance.

Organisations and large events will be supported and encouraged to use the
NHS COVID Pass in high-risk settings to help limit the risk of infection in
their venues.

Positive cases and contacts of positive cases identified by NHS Test and
Trace will still be legally required to self-isolate, to help break chains of
transmission. There will be an isolation exemption for contacts of positive
cases for under 18s and for double vaccinated adults from 16 August. School
bubbles will end from 19 July.

Quarantine rules will remain for all those travelling from a red list
country, and for amber list countries unless double vaccinated.

All data will be kept under review, and contingency measures will be retained
to manage periods of higher risk, such as winter. Guidance will be



strengthened if needed, but restrictions will be avoided if possible due to
their significant economic, social and health costs.

The government will review the current guidance in September.

Low Level Waste Repository becomes a
subsidiary of the NDA

News story

Low Level Waste Repository Ltd (LLWR) is now a subsidiary of the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority (NDA) after its ownership was transferred from UK
Nuclear Waste Management Ltd (UKNWM).

Operations at the Low Level Waste Repository site

Low Level Waste Repository Ltd (LLWR) is now a subsidiary of the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority (NDA) after its ownership was transferred from UK
Nuclear Waste Management Ltd (UKNWM).

It represents the latest NDA-owned site to move to subsidiary status and
follows a similar transition at Dounreay Site Restoration Ltd in March.

NDA Chief Executive Officer David Peattie said: “LLWR becoming a subsidiary
is a significant milestone in building a stronger NDA group. We are
transforming the way that we work across the estate, with a focus on sharing
and collaboration, while also maximising the strength and scale of the group.

“Thank you to the UKNWM team for their good stewardship of the site in recent
years and congratulations to Martin Walkingshaw, who is stepping up from
being LLWR’s Deputy Chief Executive Officer to lead the organisation. Martin
is fully committed to the NDA group’s mission and values and will expertly
steer the important work at the LLWR site.”
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The move to make LLWR an NDA subsidiary is a step towards the creation of a
single group waste division early next year. This will bring together the
NDA’s waste management expertise, including LLWR and Radioactive Waste
Management, growing capability and simplifying how the group operates to
deliver greater value for the taxpayer.
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