
Housing order introduced in Norfolk,
Suffolk and parts of Essex to protect
poultry and captive birds

Mandatory housing measures for all poultry and captive birds in Norfolk,
Suffolk and parts of Essex are to be introduced from 00:01 on 12th October,
following a decision by the United Kingdom’s Chief Veterinary Officer.

The housing order legally requires all bird keepers in these hotspots to keep
their birds indoors and to follow stringent biosecurity measures to help
protect their flocks from the disease, regardless of type or size. Bird
keepers are advised to consult the interactive map to check if they are
impacted and should then read the new regional AIPZ with housing measure
declaration which sets out the requirements in Norfolk, Suffolk and parts of
Essex.

The Chief Veterinary Officer is now encouraging all bird keepers in the
affected regions to use the next five days to prepare, including taking steps
to safeguard animal welfare, consult their private vet and expand housing
where necessary.

The new housing measures build on the strengthened biosecurity measures that
were brought in as part of the Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) last
month, covering Norfolk, Suffolk and parts of Essex. The AIPZ means that all
bird keepers need to take extra precautions, such as restricting access for
non-essential people on site, ensuring workers change clothing and footwear
before entering bird enclosures and cleaning and disinfecting vehicles
regularly to limit the risk of the disease spreading.

Over the last year, the United Kingdom has faced its largest ever outbreak of
avian influenza with over 160 cases confirmed since late October 2021. The
introduction of the housing measures comes after the disease was detected at
16 premises in the affected areas since the beginning of September, as well
as several reports in wild birds.

The United Kingdom’s Chief Veterinary Officer Christine Middlemiss said:

We are seeing a growing number of bird flu cases on commercial
farms and in backyard birds across Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex, and
expect the risk to continue rise over the coming months as
migratory birds return to the UK.

We are now taking further action to help protect flocks from this
highly infectious and devastating disease. Keepers in these
hotspots must continue to follow strict biosecurity standards to
protect their flock, and should use the next few days to prepare
and move their birds indoors.
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The housing measure means bird keepers in the affected area must:

housing or netting all poultry and captive birds
cleanse and disinfect clothing, footwear, equipment and vehicles before
and after contact with poultry and captive birds – if practical, use
disposable protective clothing
reduce the movement of people, vehicles or equipment to and from areas
where poultry and captive birds are kept, to minimise contamination from
manure, slurry and other products, and use effective vermin control
keep records of mortality, movement of poultry and poultry products and
any changes in production
thoroughly cleanse and disinfect housing on a continuous basis
keep fresh disinfectant at the right concentration at all farm and
poultry housing entry and exit points
minimise direct and indirect contact between poultry and captive birds
and wild birds, including making sure all feed and water is not
accessible to wild birds
prevent access by poultry to ponds and watercourses and ensure that
birds are kept in fenced or enclosed areas

The UK Health Security Agency continue to advise that the risk to public
health from the virus is very low and the Food Standards Agency advice
remains unchanged, that avian influenzas pose a very low food safety risk for
UK consumers. Properly cooked poultry and poultry products, including eggs,
are safe to eat.

The regionalised housing measures will remain in force in Norfolk, Suffolk
and parts of Essex until further notice.

A regional AIPZ without housing measures remains in force in Cornwall, Devon,
Isles of Scilly and parts of Somerset.  The need to introduce mandatory
housing measures as part of the AIPZ in force in the south west or further
national AIPZs with or without housing will be kept under regular review as
part of the government’s work to protect flocks.

Keepers should report suspicion of disease in their birds to APHA on 03000
200 301. Keepers should familiarise themselves with our avian influenza
advice.

Defra has also set out practical guidance to support land managers, the
public and ornithological and environmental organisations in their response
to the growing threat of avian influenza to wild birds. The ‘Mitigation
Strategy for Avian Influenza in Wild Birds in England and Wales’ sets out how
these groups, together with the government and its delivery partners, can
mitigate the impact of avian influenza on wild bird populations whilst
protecting public health, the wider environment and the rural economy.
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British lamb shipped to America for
first time in over two decades

British lamb has now been exported to the USA for the first time in over 20
years.

The United States Department for Agriculture (USDA) agreed to open the market
for British lamb last year, and following the necessary inspections, the
first consignment was flown to the USA this week containing lamb produced by
meat processors Dunbia from its site in Carmarthenshire, Wales.

Industry estimates the US-market will be worth £37 million in the first five
years of trade, opening up access for British farmers to a market of over 300
million American consumers to enjoy the United Kingdom’s world-renowned lamb,
part of the government’s work to boost exports and grow our economy.

The deal agreed last year comes alongside the wider efforts across government
to drive growth and open up new opportunities for the British food and
farming sector, in turn boosting jobs, skills and productivity across the
country. This includes capitalising on new trade freedoms outside the EU
through export opportunities, ensuring that premium products are not just
enjoyed at home but championed around the world.

Environment Secretary Ranil Jayawardena said:

Tucking into roast lamb for Sunday lunch is quintessentially
British – and now millions of American families will now be able to
enjoy our top-quality lamb too.

The opportunity for growth for British food is enormous – bringing
jobs, skills and prosperity across the nation. With our mission to
unlock growth, we will continue to secure more opportunities for
our farmers and food producers to benefit from new markets.

Trade Secretary Kemi Badenoch said:

Seeing our world-class lamb back on American menus is fantastic
news for our farmers. Now they can sell to a consumer market of
over 300 million people, which support jobs and growth in a vital
British industry.

It also shows our two nations working together to remove barriers
and boost trade, building on recent resolutions on steel tariffs,
and whisky exports.

Dr Richard Irvine, UK Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer, said:
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This represents a major achievement for the UK lamb industry. We
are proud of our food safety and the quality of food we are able to
produce.

Gaining access for the export of British lamb to the USA represents
another success for British industry, in addition to the existing
agreements enabling beef and pork exports from the UK to the USA.

AHDB International Market Development Director Dr Phil Hadley said:

We are delighted to see this first order of UK lamb heading to the
US, following years of negotiations and hard work by AHDB, UK
government and the wider industry to get our lamb back on American
plates after an absence of more than 20 years.

We hope this order will be the first of many, allowing millions of
US consumers to enjoy our world-renowned lamb, while bringing a
major boost to UK sheep producers and exporters, who have another
valuable market in which to sell their products.

This announcement follows a string of export successes in the last two years
including the first export of beef to the USA in decades and the first ever
export of British pork to Chile.

NFU President Minette Batters said:

It is great news that British farmers producing top quality,
sustainable, high-welfare lamb once again have access to the US
market, something we’ve been working hard to achieve for over two
decades. Expanding into markets such as these will be crucial to
maintain the profitability of farm businesses.

Earlier this year I set out our ambition to grow our agri-foods
exports by 30% by 2030 and become the number one supplier of choice
both at home and abroad. It’s vital we seize opportunities such as
these so British food producers can export more Great British food
overseas in the years ahead.

Phil Stocker Chief Executive of the National Sheep Association said:

This is fantastic news for the British sheep industry and it comes
after many years of hard work, by Government and their departments,
by AHDB and devolved nations levy bodies, by NSA, and by the
industry operators who have made it happen.

The success of the British sheep industry is underpinned by market
opportunities and access to the US will offer just that, building
on what is already a healthy demand for our high quality British



lamb and sheepmeat here and overseas.

The Small Ruminant Rule that banned British and EU lamb imports for over 20
years was rescinded by the US Government in January of this year.

We stand shoulder to shoulder with our
Pakistani friends: UK statement at UN
General Assembly

Thank you Mr President,

To the people of Pakistan, the victims, and their families we send our
deepest and most heartfelt condolences.

As the Secretary-General and Ambassador Akram have said, the floods
demonstrate the catastrophic effect of climate change. It has hit some of the
most vulnerable people in one of the world’s most at-risk countries. We stand
shoulder to shoulder with our Pakistani friends.

The UK welcomes the adoption of this resolution today. It is vital that the
international community continues to support the people of Pakistan, as they
look to recover and rebuild, following this disaster.

In September, the UK announced $18.4m to provide shelter and essential
supplies to people across the country. This represents 10% of the initial UN
flash appeal.

We are committed to working with the Government of Pakistan, international
agencies and civil society to best support those in need.

We welcome the work of the UN and the World Bank to respond fast to their
urgent needs. We encourage these organisations to work together with the
Government of Pakistan and the international community in a coordinated,
collaborative, and open manner, so that support to the response and
reconstruction efforts are both effective and impactful.

It is important also to ensure a longer term response to improving climate
resilience, with the support of the IFIs. At COP26, the UK pledged over $61m
to partner with Pakistan to fight climate change, manage water more
sustainably and unlock climate investment at COP26 last year.

Mr President,

This is a tragedy of unprecedented proportions: it demonstrates the human
impact of climate change, and the need for us all to maintain momentum, as we
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advance towards COP27.

This catastrophe also emphasises why the world must work hard to build a
greater climate resilience, this includes greater commitment to adaptation
and adaptation finance as well as the transition to clean energy sources as
quickly as possible, committing to and delivering on an ambitious set of
NDCs.

Thank you Mr President.

UN Human Rights Council 51: UK
explanation of vote on racism
resolution

Mr. President, we remain resolute in our commitment to combating all forms of
racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia and related intolerance whether
that be at home or abroad. Discrimination of any kind has no place in
society, and we will continue to treat all forms of discrimination with equal
seriousness.

Nonetheless, we have a number of concerns with this text. We do not agree
with the multiple references to the Durban Conference, given the historic
concerns over antisemitism. And we cannot accept the references to the Durban
Review Conference or the positive language regarding last year’s
commemorative event in New York and its political declaration.

We do not agree with claims made in this resolution that states are required
to make reparations for the slave trade and colonialism, which caused great
suffering to many but were not, at that time, violations of international
law. Moreover, these claims divert focus from the pressing challenges of
tackling contemporary racism and global inequality – which are global
challenges affecting all regions. We believe that the most effective way for
us all today to respond to the cruelty of the past is to ensure that current
and future generations do not forget what happened.

Mr. President, we stressed last year that the importance of the fight against
racism requires that we move forward together on a common path. For that to
happen, we must come together to find a new approach, one that focuses on
what we are all individually and collectively going to do to combat the
scourge that is modern-day racism. This draft resolution, however, does not
offer the sort of new approach around which we can achieve consensus and for
that reason we will vote against it.

We are committed to continuing a dialogue with the sponsors of this
resolution and hope that we might be able to reach a different outcome in the
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future.

Thank you Mr. President.

MHRA response to contaminated
paediatric medicines identified in WHO
region of Africa

News story

The safety of the medicines you and your children take is our highest
priority

The products referred to in the WHO Medical Product Alert are not authorised
for use in the UK and nor are the active ingredients used in any UK
authorised products.

If you have acquired any of these cough syrups (Promethazine Oral Solution,
Kofexmalin Baby Cough Syrup, Makoff Baby Cough Syrup and Magrip N Cold Syrup)
in The Gambia or through informal routes, do not use them. These are
substandard products which are unsafe and their use, especially in children,
may result in serious injury or death. If you are unsure, please check with
your pharmacist.

If you, or someone you know, have used these products, or suffered any side
effect after use, you are advised to seek immediate medical attention. We
strongly encourage anyone to report any suspected side effects associated
with their cough syrup to us via our Yellow Card Scheme website.

Further information

Laboratory analysis of samples of each of the four products confirm that
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they contain unacceptable amounts of diethylene glycol and ethylene
glycol as contaminants. To date, these four products have been
identified in The Gambia, but may have been distributed, through
informal markets, to other countries or regions.

Maiden Pharmaceuticals is not named as marketing authorisation holder or
manufacturer on any UK licences. Nor it is listed as active substance
manufacturer on any licences for other companies. Therefore, no licensed
UK medicinal products are likely to be impacted.
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