
Military operation established to
support the drawdown of British
nationals from Afghanistan

Operation Pitting will be commanded from the UK’s Permanent Joint
Headquarters in Northwood and is the name for military support to the
evacuation of British Nationals and former British staff eligible for
relocation under the Afghan Relocation and Assistance Policy (ARAP).

This will be led by the 600 members of the Armed Forces who have already
begun to deploy, with members of 16 Air Assault Brigade leaving this weekend.

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said:

Protecting British Nationals and ensuring their safety as they
leave Afghanistan is our top priority, which is why we are
commencing Operation Pitting, for which our military are very well
prepared.

Over the next few weeks, we shall all do our very best to support
the Afghan Government and those that have worked with us over 20
years.

As announced yesterday, UK troops will be providing force protection and
logistical support for the relocation of British nationals where required and
assist with the acceleration of the ARAP.

To accelerate this process the Home Office will be deploying a small team of
officials to assist the FCDO in Kabul. They will be tasked with streamlining
the processing of new visas and other documents needed for British nationals,
former UK staff and other eligible people to leave Afghanistan and travel to
the UK.

Over 2,000 eligible local staff who supported the UK Government in
Afghanistan, and their families, have been relocated to the UK since April
this year. Over 3,000 locally employed civilians and their families have been
relocated since 2014, demonstrating the UK’s commitment to ensuring the
safety of those who supported the government.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

We have a moral obligation to support the fearless Afghan staff and
their family members, who served alongside our brave troops in
Afghanistan.

No one should have their lives put at risk for working with the UK
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Government, which is why we have significantly expanded and
accelerated our dedicated resettlement scheme, deployed Home Office
officials to help process British nationals for evacuation, and
waived visas for their dependants.

The UK urges British nationals to leave Afghanistan immediately, given the
deteriorating security situation. We are providing support to help British
nationals leave, including providing where appropriate emergency travel
documents and loans.

British nationals who have not already done so should call the British
Embassy Kabul on +93 (0) 700 102 000 and select the option “Consular services
for British nationals” as soon as possible to discuss their departure plans.

Ministerial appointment: 13 August
2021

Press release

The Queen has been pleased to approve the appointment of the Rt Hon Damian
Hinds MP as a Minister of State (Minister for Security) in the Home Office.

The Queen has been pleased to approve the appointment of the Rt Hon Damian
Hinds MP as a Minister of State (Minister for Security) in the Home Office.
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Students learn about the Treasury in
work experience scheme

Chancellor welcomes college and sixth form students from across the UK
for virtual work experience scheme at HM Treasury

The youngsters spent a week working at the heart of government,
attending seminars, mentoring sessions and met Chancellor Rishi Sunak

A number of the students were from Darlington, where the Treasury will
be opening a new economic campus later this year

The virtual work experience scheme, the first of its kind to run at the
Treasury with a full week of activities, was aimed at young people who
wouldn’t usually think of working at the Department.

Their first day included a virtual meeting with Chancellor Rishi Sunak who
spoke about his highlights from his first year in the Treasury and his own
career so far.

He also took part in a Q&A with the students who quizzed him on subjects
ranging from the UK’s transition to net zero to the future of cryptocurrency.

Over 100 students, aged 16-18, from a diverse mix of backgrounds applied for
the scheme. The majority of the 19 places either went to youngsters from
ethnic minority backgrounds, or from Darlington where the Treasury is opening
a new office.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak, said:

I was delighted to welcome our work experience students and talk to
them about what it’s like at the heart of Government.

This is a really important scheme, and they heard from a variety of
Treasury colleagues – ranging from press officers and
speechwriters, to policy experts and private secretaries.

I hope this has inspired them to consider a career here at the
Treasury. And, who knows, one of them might even be a future
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

During the week, students gained some experience of what it’s like to work in
the civil service and learned about the role the Treasury plays in overseeing
public spending and setting economic policy through a variety of seminars on
topics including public spending, financial services and tax.
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They also discussed the Government’s Plan for Jobs, the Treasury’s response
to the pandemic, and learned about Parliament and the Darlington Economic
Campus. The group also received mentoring from Treasury employees and got to
research and report on a project.

Student Anmol Patrai, from Darlington, said:

Getting a job in the civil service was something I never really
thought about, but after a week’s worth of work experience with HMT
I realise that there are such a range of roles within Government,
many of which appeal to me.

If I didn’t go out and look for work experience I really feel that
I would miss out on learning about so many prospective careers. I
would highly recommend trying to explore career choices as much as
possible to understand what you want to do in the future.

Student Moulika Shome, from north London, said:

Work experience with HM Treasury has been very insightful and
informative. I think the idea of seeing politics and economics in
action was fascinating.

We had the chance to meet the Chancellor and the Financial
Secretary to the Treasury who were both friendly. I also liked how
some of our sessions were interactive. In one session, we worked in
teams to think of policies to reduce the educational impacts of
COVID-19.

Overall, I enjoyed this work experience. Thank you to the Work
Experience Team, my hosts and everyone else at HM Treasury for
making us feel welcome.

Another programme will be run next year by the Treasury ‘Openness’ Network
with more students and more sessions.

Further information

The Treasury ‘Openness’ Network was developed to improve public understanding
of what the Department does and why its work matters. This includes engaging
with young people to broaden their understanding of HM Treasury and the role
of Government and making jobs in the Civil Service more accessible.



British Ambassador visited Honduras to
strengthen bilateral ties and address
global challenges

World news story

The British Ambassador to Honduras, Nick Whittingham, visited Roatan and
Tegucigalpa from 9 to 13 August.

In his first visit over a year and due to the pandemic, Ambassador
Whittingham returned to Honduras to address top UK priorities, including
prosperity, climate change, human rights and the battle against Covid-19.

In the Bay Islands Ambassador Whittingham met with British citizens,
representatives of local communities and executives from the Prospera
development initiative. He welcomed the reactivation of tourism and efforts
from the islanders to create prosperity and battle the impacts of the
pandemic.

During his visit to Tegucigalpa, Ambassador Whittingham also looked to
progress UK objectives towards COP26, the global climate change conference to
be held in Glasgow in November this year. The Ambassador met with the
Secretary of Environment, Liliam Rivera Hipp, and congratulated Honduras for
increasing its ambitions toward emissions reductions.

During his meeting with Deputy Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Isaias Barahona,
Ambassador Whittingham stressed the unwavering UK commitment to continue
fighting Covid-19 by suppling vaccines to those in need. The UK will give
five million doses of vaccines to COVAX, of which Honduras is beneficiary.
The UK has pledged to donate 100 million vaccines overseas by June 2022, 80
million of which will go to this mechanism.

Finally, Ambassador Whittingham met with the private sector, justice
operators, and civil society to address the critical need of tackling
corruption in order to boost prosperity and attract investments. The
Ambassador also stressed that a free press is a much needed resource in all
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societies to encourage transparency, and called for protection of
journalists.

Published 13 August 2021

King Scallop Fishery closure to
protect stocks

News story

King scallop fishing by UK and EU vessels is to be suspended in UK waters of
ICES area VIId after consultation with the UK scallop industry and the
Government’s marine science service Cefas.

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) and fellow UK Fisheries
Administrations (UKFAs) have closed the fishery in UK waters from 15 August
until 4 October 2021 to all over-10m vessels. In EU waters of VIId, the
closure applies to all UK vessels, including those under 10m.

The closure follows scientific advice and is designed to protect spawning and
sustain stocks.

Alongside this closure, the sea area south of parallel 49°42’ N in ICES area
VIId known as the Bay of Seine will be closed to scallop fishing by UK
vessels from 15 August until 18 October 2021. France already has similar
measures in its waters for its scallop fleet.

Fishing licences for UK and EU vessels have been varied to enact the closure,
which was requested by representatives of the UK scallop industry to help
conserve stocks in the area.

The move follows a four-year survey by Cefas that demonstrated that king
scallops in sea area VIId have been fished at close to unsustainable levels.

http://www.government-world.com/king-scallop-fishery-closure-to-protect-stocks/
http://www.government-world.com/king-scallop-fishery-closure-to-protect-stocks/


The MMO and UKFAs are committed to continuing to work with scientists and
industry to ensure fisheries are managed to a level where stocks are healthy
and fished sustainably; the marine environment is protected; and economic
return for fishers is supported without impacting stock sustainability and
environmental protections.
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