
Worshipful Company of Spectacle Makers
surrenders Ofqual status

News story

The Worshipful Company of Spectacle Makers is no longer an Ofqual-recognised
awarding organisation.

The Worshipful Company of Spectacle Makers (WCSM) has surrendered its status
as an Ofqual-recognised awarding organisation.

WCSM informed Ofqual on 15 March 2019 of its intention to surrender
recognition and to transfer any outstanding learners studying for a Level 4
qualification to the Association of British Dispensing Opticians (ABDO).

The surrender took effect as of 1 September 2021. From this date, no
qualifications offered by WCSM are regulated by Ofqual.

WCSM previously had 38 regulated qualifications and issued 14 certificates in
the last year. All outstanding learners studying for a Level 4 qualification
were transferred to ABDO in June 2021. We understand no learners are affected
negatively by this surrender.

When awarding organisations are considering surrendering their recognition,
we stand ready to discuss the options for proceeding whilst ensuring learners
are protected.

A full list of currently recognised awarding organisations and regulated
qualifications can be found on the Register of Regulated Qualifications.
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Ten Malawians off to the UK under
Chevening scholarship

The Acting British High Commissioner, Fiona Ritchie on Tuesday, 31 August
2021, hosted a send-off reception for 10 Malawian Chevening scholars who will
be heading to the UK this month to commence postgraduate studies at top
universities in the 2021/22 academic year. Deputy Minister of Education,
Madalitso Wirima Kambauwa represented Malawi Government at the event, which
was held at the High Commissioner’s Residence in Lilongwe.

Chevening is the UK Government’s global scholarship programme that offers
future leaders the unique opportunity to study in the UK. These scholarships
are awarded to outstanding professionals to pursue a one-year master’s degree
in any subject at any UK university

This year’s awardees will study in a range of courses from Data Science and
Artificial Intelligence, construction management and engineering to
sustainable development among others.

Speaking during the reception, which also welcomed the 2019/20 cohort back
home, Acting British High Commissioner, Fiona Ritchie said the selection was
yet again competitive with more than 50,000 eligible applications, 10% of
which made it to the interview stage.

Ritchie said UK universities promote creativity and exchange of information
as well as building of knowledge and networks.

Acting British High Commissioner Fiona Ritchie said:

This year, the COVID pandemic has continued to present significant
challenges, and we know that this will have far-reaching impact on
all of us for the foreseeable future. I am particularly pleased
that despite these challenges, the British Government has been able
to continue offering Chevening Awards to the most talented emerging
leaders.

For her part, Deputy Minister of Education, Madalitso Wirima Kambauwa said
the UK Government has been Malawi’s longstanding partner in a lot of spheres
including the education sector. Honourable Kambauwa said the Chevening
Scholarship has contributed to the production of highly skilled professionals
in the country.

Deputy Minister of Education, Madalitso Wirima Kambauwa said:

Chevening is everywhere in Malawi, if you to go to Capital Hill you
will find Chevening, go to business, legal, media or civil society
circles you will most definitely find Chevening Alumni.
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The deputy minister also expressed satisfaction with the areas of study for
the current cohort saying they were in tune with Malawi’s needs.

The 2022/23 Chevening application cycle is open and more Malawians are being
encouraged to apply here.

Homes England’s Strategic Partnerships
for the Affordable Homes Programme
2021-26

News story

Homes England’s 31 new strategic partners will deliver nearly 90,000 grant-
funded affordable homes over the next five years.

Under the Affordable Homes Programme 2021-26, Homes England is committing
almost £5.2bn in affordable housing grant to 31 strategic partnerships with
35 organisations.

These strategic partners include a broader range of organisations than ever
before, with four for-profit providers, including one developer, as well as a
number of housing associations. Together, they will deliver nearly 90,000
grant-funded affordable homes that are much needed across the country.

Peter Denton, Chief Executive Officer at Homes England, said:  

“These strategic partnerships give our new partners the funding, flexibility,
and confidence they need to build much needed affordable homes across the
country, it also establishes a large network of organisations looking to
share their skills and capabilities to expand the affordable housing sector
and transform communities.

“By forming strategic partnerships with a wide range of public and private

https://www.chevening.org/apply/
http://www.government-world.com/homes-englands-strategic-partnerships-for-the-affordable-homes-programme-2021-26/
http://www.government-world.com/homes-englands-strategic-partnerships-for-the-affordable-homes-programme-2021-26/
http://www.government-world.com/homes-englands-strategic-partnerships-for-the-affordable-homes-programme-2021-26/


organisations, we are creating the conditions needed for institutional
investment to catalyse affordable housing supply and in future give local
authorities more of the tools they need to plan and act strategically,
shaping their communities and building new homes.”

This strategic partnership funding is part of the broader £8.6bn affordable
homes funding announced by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government.

Details of Homes England’s latest strategic partners can be seen below.

Organisation Grant funding Number of homes
Abri £250m 3,218
Accent £210.2m 3,305
Aster £114m 1,550
Bromford £239.9m 4,000
Clarion £249.7m 4,770
Curo & Swan £160.4m 2,425
EMH & Midland Heart £171.7m 3,551
Flagship £93m 1,500
Great Places £240.8m 4,920
Greensquare Accord £212.9m 3,755
Guinness & Stonewater £250m 4,180
Hyde £250m 3,000
Karbon £131.5m 2,200
Legal & General £125.5m 2,121
LiveWest £123.6m 2,550
Longhurst & NCHA £230m 3,935
McCarthy and Stone £93.9m 1,500
Metropolitan Thames Valley £62.6m 1,500
Onward £152.4m 3,208
Orbit £103.9m 1,500
Places for People £250m 4,403
Platform £250m 4,680
Riverside £80.8m 1,530
Sage £73.5m 1,750
Sanctuary £99.5m 2,000
Sovereign £166.9m 3,338
Thirteen £191.3m 3,270
Together £249.9m 4,047
Torus £140.3m 2,736
Vistry £83m 1,474
Vivid £105.6m 1,550
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Call for EOI: analytical research on
Malaysia’s Halal regulations

World news story

The British High Commission in Kuala Lumpur is inviting Expression of
Interest (EOI) for an analytical research on Malaysia’s Halal regulations.

As the United Kingdom seeks new trade and investment opportunities in high-
growth markets, this project aims to enhance the UK’s understanding of the
practices, processes and governance of Halal regulations in Malaysia. It also
aims to contribute to reducing market-distorting policies and practices,
whilst ensuring open and fair competition. The UK is committed to work
together with governments, civil society, research-based organisations,
academia, multilateral partners and the private sector to support this
effort.

Objectives
This Research project will:
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enhance the UK’s understanding on the technicalities, practices,
processes and political-economy in developing and applying the Halal
regulations across various sectors
identify existing and potential economic or trade tools that could
contribute to enhancing the implementation of Halal regulations without
inadvertently causing the existence of non-tariff measures, and towards
achieving standards harmonization
engage with various stakeholders (governments, regulators, businesses,
multilaterals, civil societies etc.) to identify the technicalities in
standards development and implementation gaps
identify key actors that shape the Halal regulations and its enforcement
produce documents reporting on the findings of the project for the
attention of the British High Commission Malaysia
organise at least two in-house webinars or policy dialogues to discuss
the findings of this research

Application process
EOI needs to be delivered latest by 11:30pm (local Malaysia time), Wednesday,
15 September to:

Ms Adelene Teo, Economic Adviser
British High Commission Kuala Lumpur
Email: Adelene.Teo@fcdo.gov.uk

Assessment criteria
EOI will be assessed against the following criteria:

alignment with the above mentioned objectives, detailed in the Terms of
Reference
outcomes are achievable within the funding period (by end of March 2022)
project design includes clear monitoring and evaluation procedures
risk and financial accountability procedures
the organisation’s safeguarding policies that ensure protection of
beneficiaries
feasibility of project delivery under current circumstances (COVID
restrictions)
overall value for money of the budget and delivery approach
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Companies urged to file accounts early
and online to avoid delays

News story

If you’re due to file accounts with Companies House by the end of September,
use our online services where possible and allow plenty of time before your
deadline.

September is always a busy time with many companies due to file accounts with
Companies House before the end of the month.

We’re continuing to follow government guidance for working safely during
coronavirus (COVID-19). This means it could take longer than usual to process
paper documents sent by post.

Our online services are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – and there
are inbuilt checks to help you avoid mistakes.

It can take as little as 15 minutes from start to finish and you’ll know your
accounts have been delivered on time. We’ll send you an email to confirm
we’ve received your accounts, and another email when we’ve registered them.

To file online, you’ll need your company authentication code. If you need to
request a new code, you should allow up to 5 days for this to arrive at the
company’s registered office.

You should only send paper accounts if your company cannot file online.
Accounts filed on paper need to be manually checked and processed by our
teams during office opening hours.

If you need to file your accounts on paper, you should send them to us well
before the deadline. This will give you plenty of time to correct your
accounts and resend them if they are rejected. You should also consider using
a guaranteed next day delivery, but we cannot accept postal delays as an
excuse for filing late.

It’s the directors’ responsibility to file a company’s accounts. You could

http://www.government-world.com/companies-urged-to-file-accounts-early-and-online-to-avoid-delays/
http://www.government-world.com/companies-urged-to-file-accounts-early-and-online-to-avoid-delays/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/company-authentication-codes-for-online-filing
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/companies-house/about/access-and-opening
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/being-a-company-director


get a criminal record, a fine and disqualification if you do not deliver your
accounts on time.

You must file accounts even if your company is dormant or not trading.

Register for email reminders to know when your accounts are due. You can also
check your filing deadline on Companies House service.

Join our directors’ responsibilities webinars.

Watch our YouTube videos for guidance on how to use our online services.

More information about:
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