
OPSS raises awareness on magnets
safety

The Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) is partnering with The
Chartered Trading Standards Institute, Royal Society for the Prevention of
Accidents, Child Accident Prevention Trust, British Retail Consortium,
British Toy and Hobby Association, and partners within the NHS to produce
magnets safety messages on how to keep children and teenagers safe.

The public are encouraged to support the magnets safety messages by
retweeting and posting them on social media, using the hashtag #magnetsafety,
or sharing our campaign materials.

How to keep children safe

Check your home
If you have toys or adult desk toys with small magnets, a magnetic sphere
construction set, or keep magnets on your fridge, then move them out of the
reach of small children. If a toy is faulty and magnets have come loose, get
it fixed or dispose of it safely. Don’t attach magnets to glassware as they
can become loose and then easily swallowed. Report any product that you think
is unsafe to your local Trading Standards team.

Talk to children about the dangers
Using magnetic products as fake piercings, on the tongue, mouth or nose,
increases the risk of inhalation or ingestion. Discuss with children and
teenagers why small high-powered magnets are dangerous, and why they
shouldn’t use them as fake piercings on their body, or as decorative items on
glassware.

If you suspect your child has swallowed magnets
If you think your child has swallowed a magnet, take them straight to the
nearest A&E or call 999 for an ambulance.

Symptoms may not be obvious. Your child might:

Unclear or fluctuating symptoms mean it’s important to be vigilant.

Download digital images for use on social media from our My Safety: Magnets
guidance page
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New HM Consul General and Trade
Commissioner for North America
announced by UK government

Emma Wade-Smith OBE has today been appointed Her Majesty’s Consul General to
New York and Her Majesty’s Trade Commissioner (HMTC) for North America.

Wade-Smith – who is currently HM Trade Commissioner for Africa and has
previously held senior diplomatic roles in the US – will begin in November
2021. She will lead on promoting British trade and investment in the US and
Canada, with the aim of accelerating job creation and opportunities across
the UK, and working with businesses across North America to support growth
and innovation.

The UK collaborates intensively with New York across a wide range of spheres,
including arts, science, sports and education. As Consul General New York,
Wade-Smith will work to support and strengthen these diverse partnerships
between the UK and the US across the states of New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Connecticut, as well as supporting British nationals in this
wide region.

International Trade Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan said:

I’m delighted to welcome Emma as Trade Commissioner for North
America and HM Consul General in New York. She will bring a wealth
of experience and insight to the roles as we look to deepen our
economic, cultural and diplomatic ties in the region.

I look forward to working with her to break down barriers to trade
and support jobs, growth and opportunities for our superb British
businesses.

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said:

The UK’s partnership with North America is vital for delivering
jobs, growth, and a free and secure world.

Emma brings a wealth of knowledge from her previous role, and will
continue to strengthen our political, economic and cultural links
in New York – whilst deepening transatlantic ties between the UK
and our allies.

Boosted by the expected lifting of US travel restrictions, Emma
will play a vital role in taking the relationship between the UK
and North America to the next level as we forge ahead with a
forward-looking Global Britain.
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The UK and US enjoy a thriving trade and investment relationship, with 1.4
million people in the UK working for US firms and 1.2 million people in
America working for British companies, making the UK the biggest foreign
employer in the US. The US is also the UK’s largest single trading partner,
with total trade reaching £196.3 billion in 2020.

Canada is an important strategic partner for the UK, with total trade
reaching £17.7 billion last year, and we look forward to building on our
relationship, including through a more ambitious UK-Canada trade agreement
and through future membership of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership.

Emma Wade-Smith OBE, HM Trade Commissioner for North America and
Consul General New York, said:

I am thrilled to be appointed as Her Majesty’s Trade Commissioner
for North America and Consul General New York.

Supporting, enabling, and developing stronger business links
between the UK and North America is critical to creating more jobs
and spurring sustainable economic growth for both sides of the
Atlantic. Together we can help and promote our world-class
companies to build cleaner and more inclusive economies that we
want to live and work in, including through innovation in digital,
tech and clean growth.

I am committed to using my energy, experience and enthusiasm to
lead our trade and investment work across North America, as well as
bring creativity and drive to furthering the education, science,
arts and people links between the UK and the States of New York,
New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Notes to Editors

Emma Wade-Smith replaces Antony Phillipson, who was appointed High
Commissioner to South Africa, earlier this year.
A full biography of Emma Wade-Smith’s previous roles can be found here

About Consul General New York

The Consul General in New York is responsible for the UK’s diplomatic network
in the states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and parts of Connecticut.
As well representing the UK in these states, including the cities of New York
and Philadelphia, the HM Consul General is responsible for supporting British
nationals and strengthening political, cultural and business relations
between the region and the UK

About HMTCs

HMTCs work closely with HM Ambassadors and High Commissioners, the wider

https://www.gov.uk/government/people/emma-wade-smith


diplomatic network, and other HM Government colleagues based in countries in
their region, in a joined-up and coordinated government effort overseas to
promote UK trade and prosperity.

In total, there will be 9 geographical areas that the HM Trade Commissioners
cover:

Africa
Asia-Pacific
China
Eastern Europe and Central Asia Network
Europe
Latin America
Middle East
North America
South Asia

Statement following meeting between
the Business Secretary and fuel
industry

During the meeting, attendees discussed issues caused by supply chain
pressures and spikes in localised demand.

As a result, Businesses Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng has this evening agreed to
implement a measure to temporarily exempt industry from the Competition Act
1998 for the purpose of sharing information and optimising supply.

Known as The Downstream Oil Protocol, this step will allow Government to work
constructively with fuel producers, suppliers, hauliers and retailers to
ensure that disruption is minimised as far as possible.

The measure will make it easier for industry to share information, so that
they can more easily prioritise the delivery of fuel to the parts of the
country and strategic locations that are most in need.
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Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng said:

We have  long-standing  contingency plans in place to work with
industry so that fuel supplies can be maintained and deliveries can
still be made in the event of a serious disruption.

While there has always been and continues to be plenty of fuel at
refineries and terminals, we are aware that there have been some
issues with supply chains. This is why we will enact the Downstream
Oil Protocol to ensure industry can share vital information and
work together more effectively to ensure disruption is minimised.

We thank HGV drivers and all forecourt staff for their tireless
work during this period.

The decision follows a package of measures announced over the weekend which
will see the Government ease temporary supply chain pressures brought on by
the pandemic and the global economy rebounding around the world.

These include an immediate increase in HGV testing, short term visas for HGV
drivers and new skills bootcamps to train up to 3,000 more people to become
HGV drivers.

In a joint statement, stakeholders* said:

We are in regular contact with Government ministers and policy
officials and it was reassuring to meet with the Business Secretary
again on Sunday evening and discuss further action.

We will continue to work closely in partnership over this period
with local and national Government and want to reassure the public
that the issues that have arisen are due to temporary spikes in
customer demand, not a national shortage of fuel.

Joint statement from:

Fuels Transport and Logistics (FTL)
Greenergy
Wincanton
Shell
Certas
XPO
UK Petroleum Industry Association (UKPIA)
Association of Convenience Stores
ExxonMobil
BP

Published 26 September 2021
Last updated 27 September 2021 + show all updates
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27 September 20211.

Added to list of signatories – BP

26 September 20212.

First published.

Up to 5,500 poultry workers to help
deliver Christmas dinners

The number of temporary poultry workers permitted to travel to and work in
the UK will increase in time for Christmas, the government has announced
today (Sunday 26 September).

Up to 5,500 poultry workers will be able to work in the UK ahead of Christmas
2021. This will be delivered through the Temporary Workers route.

This comes as the Department for Transport announced that up to 5,000 drivers
will be able to come to the UK to transport food and fuel in the run-up to
Christmas.

The UK has a highly resilient food supply chain which has coped well in
responding to unprecedented challenges. The decision will ensure that farmers
and food producers have access to the necessary workforce to mitigate any
potential risks to Christmas food supply.

Recruitment for additional short-term HGV drivers and poultry workers will
begin in October and this route will be valid until 24 December 2021. UK
Visas and Immigration (UKVI), working with the Department for Transport and
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, will process
applications, once made, in a timely manner.

Environment Secretary George Eustice said:

It is a top priority to ensure that there are enough workers across
the country’s supply chains to make sure they remain strong and
resilient.

We have listened to concerns from the sector and we are acting to
alleviate what is a very tight labour market.

The Food and Drink Federation’s Chief Executive, Ian Wright CBE, said:

http://www.government-world.com/up-to-5500-poultry-workers-to-help-deliver-christmas-dinners/
http://www.government-world.com/up-to-5500-poultry-workers-to-help-deliver-christmas-dinners/


We welcome the Government’s pragmatic decision to temporarily add
HGV drivers and poultry workers to the existing visa scheme.

This is something UK food and drink manufacturers have asked for
over the last few months – including in industry’s Grant Thornton
report – to alleviate some of the pressure labour shortages have
placed on the food supply chain.

This is a start but we need the Government to continue to
collaborate with industry and seek additional long term solutions.

British Poultry Council chief executive Richard Griffiths said:

The Government’s move to allow temporary workers for the poultry
meat sector will be welcomed by seasonal producers.

Temporary workers from outside the UK have long been vital to
delivering Christmas for our sector and given the unprecedented
challenges of the last year they are needed more than ever. British
turkey and goose are the centrepiece of Christmas dinners across
the country and we are pleased that Government has listened.

Seasonal labour has played an important role to address the challenges that
the agri-food industry has faced in recent months because of the Covid-19
pandemic and labour shortages, and Defra has been working closely with the
industry during this time.

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, the Government has implemented an
unprecedented package of measures to support workers and businesses right
across the UK, as well as new reforms to ensure businesses have access to
talent from across the world, so that we can Build Back Better from the
pandemic and support the national economic recovery.

We are moving to a high wage, high skilled economy and the government is
encouraging all sectors, including poultry, to adapt and make employment more
attractive to UK domestic workers through offering training, careers options
and wage increases and, to help with these efforts and long-term resilience,
Defra is working with industry and DWP to raise awareness of career
opportunities in poultry among UK workers.

UK conducts UN sanctions enforcement
to counter North Korea’s weapons
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programmes

Press release

HMS Richmond captured evidence of ships apparently breaching UN sanctions
targeting North Korea’s Weapons of Mass Destruction and ballistic missile
programmes.

HMS Richmond deployed to the East China Sea

HMS Richmond recently conducted operations in the East China Sea to support
United Nations sanctions efforts targeted against the Democratic Republic of
Korea’s (DPRK) Weapons of Mass Destruction and ballistic missile programmes.
The sanctions, adopted in 2017, ban the supply of fuel or refined petroleum
products to DPRK.

Detaching from the UK Carrier Strike Group, currently deployed to the Indo-
Pacific, the Type 23 Royal Navy frigate captured evidence of ships apparently
breaching UN sanctions and collected updated intelligence on other ships of
interest, providing video and photographic evidence to the UN Enforcement
Coordination Cell (ECC). The operations, which were conducted and completed
earlier this month, are the first occasion since 2019 that a Royal Navy ship
has supported United Nations sanctions monitoring and enforcement activity.

Defence Secretary, Ben Wallace said:

HMS Richmond’s deployment in the East China Sea identified ships
acting in suspected breach of UN sanctions and tracked vessels
which had previously not been flagged to the Enforcement
Coordination Cell.

North Korea’s ambitions to acquire Weapons of Mass Destruction
destabilises the region and poses a threat to the world. This vital
activity, part of the Carrier Strike Group deployment to the
region, has frustrated those ambitions.
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The Commanding Officer, Commander Hugh Botterill MBE said:

Participating in UNSCR enforcement activity has been a critical
moment of our CSG 21 deployment. HMS Richmond is proud to have
participated in the effort to curtail DPRK’s WMD programmes,
reporting on vessels of interest and providing valuable imagery and
contact data.

My team located multiple ships of various nationalities apparently
acting in contravention of United Nations Security Council
sanctions, and located, tracked and approached a number of ships
that hadn’t previously been identified to the Enforcement
Coordination Cell.

Over the last month the UK Carrier Strike Group has been conducting a series
of exercises with the Japanese, United States and the Republic of Korea,
separate to sanctions enforcement. Signalling the UK’s enduring commitment to
the Indo-Pacific, the Royal Navy has also recently despatched two warships –
HMS Spey and HMS Tamar – to the region to deliver a permanent force presence.

HMS Richmond is currently alongside in Japan undertaking a planned routine
maintenance programme before resuming operations and defence engagement with
the UK Carrier Strike Group, headed by the Royal Navy aircraft carrier HMS
Queen Elizabeth.
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