
New Hospitality Council to guide the
sector’s recovery

Leading experts, businesses and entrepreneurs assembled to help
deliver the government’s Hospitality Strategy   
the strategy is helping hospitality firms to reopen, recover and become
more resilient following the pandemic, including through al fresco
dining and takeaway pints   
the council meets for the first time today and includes UK
Hospitality CEO Kate Nicholls, Nando’s UK & Ireland Chief Executive
Colin Hill and Mowgli’s Nisha Katona 

A team of industry experts has been assembled to help England’s pubs,
restaurants and cafes to thrive, Business Minister Paul Scully has
announced today (Wednesday 29 September). 

The Hospitality Sector Council is made up of experts who represent a cross-
section of the sector, to support the delivery
of the government’s Hospitality Strategy. The council will identify and
oversee actions related to the 22 commitments in the
strategy, create sensible solutions using their expert knowledge and assess
the strength of the sector. 

The council is co-chaired by Minister Scully and hospitality
entrepreneur and Chair of Prezzo Karen Jones. The first meeting of the
council takes place today. 

Council members include UK Hospitality CEO Kate Nicholls, Emma McClarkin of
the British Beer and Pub Association, Nando’s UK & Ireland Chief Executive
Colin Hill, Greene King Chief Executive Nick MacKenzie, Starbucks UK General
Manager Alex Rayner and Mowgli’s Nisha Katona.

Small Business Minister Paul Scully said:

The hospitality industry has shown incredible creativity and
resourcefulness through the pandemic, pivoting to new ways of doing
business like al fresco dining and takeaway pints to stay safe,
meet changing consumer demands and protect livelihoods.   

With the launch of this council, we’re taking the next step in the
journey to build back better from the pandemic by unveiling the
experts who’ll be driving the reopening, recovery and resilience of
the sector. It’s a real ‘Avengers Assemble’ moment for the
industry.

Entrepreneur and Hospitality Sector Council Co-Chair Karen Jones said:
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I think the lockdowns have shown us many things, particularly the
importance of our people and our teams and the key role hospitality
has to play in lighting up our high streets and city centres. We
now need to capitalise on our combined energy, creativity and
innovation to continue the creation of a world-class hospitality
industry: the Hospitality Sector Council will aid in making that a
reality.

I am honoured to be co-chair alongside Minister Scully and,
together with a group of hospitality leaders, to put in place all
that our wonderful industry need to flourish.

The Hospitality Strategy supports the reopening, recovery and resilience of
the sector following the pandemic. This includes making it easier for pubs,
restaurants and cafes to offer al fresco dining by making pavement
licenses permanent, and extending takeaway pints in England and Wales until
September 2022 to further boost sales. 

The strategy also sets out ways to help the sector grow and boost its
creativity, including through exploring options for vocational skills and
training such as apprenticeships, bootcamps and other qualifications like a
T Level. 

Since the strategy was launched on 16 July, progress includes:

the National Employers and Partners Team creating a steering group to
find hospitality vacancies and support employers in filling them. The
Department for Work and Pensions has also been filling vacancies by
using their work coaches and Plan for Jobs programmes including
Kickstart and Sector-based Work Academy Programmes (SWAPs)
the Department for Education adding hospitality and catering
qualifications to Free Courses for Jobs. This offers adults without
Level 3 qualifications a range of free courses which now includes food
and beverage supervision, professional cookery, and patisserie and
confectionary

The government wants to make the UK the best place in the world to start and
grow a business and is working with the country’s small businesses to seize
every opportunity to grow. The ‘Help to Grow: Management’ course is 90%
subsidised by government and equips business leaders with the tools to
take their business to the next level, combining a practical curriculum with
1:1 support from a business mentor, peer-learning sessions and an alumni
network. The course is designed to be manageable alongside full-time work and
helps business leaders develop their strategic skills, create jobs and boost
their business performance. 

Today’s announcement builds on the Plan for Jobs – the government’s blueprint
to protect, support and create jobs across the UK and help people gain the
skills they need to get into work through schemes such as Kickstart,
apprenticeships and traineeships.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/plan-for-jobs


The members of the council are:

Business Minister, Paul Scully (co-chair)
Hospitality leader and Chair of Prezzo, Karen Jones (co-chair)
UKHospitality CEO, Kate Nicholls
British Beer and Pub Association (BBPA) Chief Executive, Emma McClarkin
British Institute of Innkeeping (BII) CEO, Steve Alton
The Nationwide Caterers Association (NCASS) Managing Director, Nick
Summers
Small Independent Brewers Association (SIBA) CEO, James Calder
Restaurant Group PLC CEO, Andy Hornby
Nando’s UK & Northern Ireland CEO, Colin Hill
Limewood Hotels Ltd. Chairman and CEO, Robin Hutson
Fuller, Smith and Turner PLC CEO, Simon Emeny
Greene King CEO, Nick MacKenzie
Revolution Bars Group CEO, Rob Pitcher
Turtle Bay, Caravan Restaurants
and FlightClub Darts Chair, Jane O’Riordan
Nightclub and Events Entrepreneur, Rich McGinnis
Mowgli Street Food Founder and CEO, Nisha Katona MBE
Co-Founder and CEO, Hawksmoor Chairman, Rockfish Restaurants, Will
Beckett
Starbucks UK, Austria and Switzerland Vice President and General
Manager, Alex Rayner
Deliveroo Vice President, Consumer, Emma Simmonds
Burger King UK CFO, Tim Doubleday
Budweiser Brewing Group UK, Ireland, Spain and the Canary
Islands President, Paula Lindenberg
Westbury Street Holdings Ltd Chairman and Chief Executive, Alastair
Storey

Help to Grow: Management offers a 12-week course delivered by leading
business schools across the UK. A total of 30,000 places are available over 3
years. The programme is 90% subsidised by government – costing only £750 to
the business. Register for Help to Grow: Management.

Winners of £3 million zero emission
flight aviation competition announced

winners of latest £3 million zero aviation fund announced, including
wireless charging for aeroplanes and swappable aeroplane battery packs
projects will help support UK airports in handling new types of electric
and hydrogen aircraft
builds on UK’s ambition to be world-leaders in sustainable fuel
production, following a £15 million fund for first-of-their-kind plants
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announced earlier this year

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has today (29 September 2021) announced the
winners of the latest £3 million competition focused on making zero emission
flights a reality.

Winning projects include wireless charging for electric planes, swappable
battery packs to keep flight turnover times to a minimum and state-of-the-art
fuelling tanks to safely and efficiently refuel flights of the future.

The 15 successful projects have been awarded a share of over £700,000 to help
bring forward innovative research and technology, which can support UK
airports in handling new types of electric and hydrogen aircraft.

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said:

As the world reopens from the pandemic, it is essential that we are
investing in greener aviation as part of our transport
decarbonisation agenda.

Funding these revolutionary projects will help to slash carbon,
create jobs and get us closer to our goal of operating zero
emission flights.

Today’s funding forms part of the government’s commitment in the Prime
Minister’s Ten point plan for a green industrial revolution, with a
commitment of £3 million funding to research into airport infrastructure for
zero emission flights this year.

Aviation Minister Robert Courts said:

As an island nation, aviation is essential for our future growth
and plans to build back better and greener from the pandemic.

With COP26 around the corner, we’re ramping up our efforts even
further by funding the technology that unlocks the flights of the
future.

Earlier this year, the UK government set out its ambition to become world-
leaders in sustainable aviation fuel production, launching the £15 million
Green Fuel, Green Skies competition and publishing a consultation proposing
to mandate sustainable aviation fuel use in the UK from 2025.

Val Miftakhov, CEO of ZeroAvia, said:

We are delighted to have been successful with the zero emission
flight infrastructure project and to have the opportunity to show
just how these projects are critical to the future of zero emission
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aviation.

In the future, we believe there will be a hydrogen-electric engine
in every aircraft as this is the only viable way to deliver truly
zero emission aircraft and to comprehensively tackle the industry’s
growing climate impact. When we deliver our first hydrogen-electric
powertrains into service in 2024, operators need to be able to fuel
their aircraft with low carbon hydrogen, and today’s announcement
is a big step towards that.

Nicola Yates OBE, CEO of Connected Places Catapult, said:

Connected Places Catapult is delighted to welcome these 15
innovative projects onto the TRIG: zero emission flight programme.
The progress being made in this sector to enable sustainable air
travel is exciting and an important step for the UK’s successful
transition to net zero.

This funding is the latest in a string of initiatives aimed at reducing
emissions from flying and consolidating the UK’s position as leaders in green
aviation.

Part of the Prime Minister’s ten point plan, the competition supports the
early development of trailblazing UK facilities capable of generating over
70% greenhouse gas emissions savings, on a lifecycle basis, by turning
materials such as everyday waste into jet fuel.

The role of women in Somalia’s peace,
security and stability

Thank you Madam President, I’d like to start by thanking our briefers Deputy
Secretary-General, Amina Mohammed and Dr Shukria Dini.

Madam President, I am very struck and I am grateful to Ireland for convening
this briefing. Here in the Security Council we tend to focus on the so-called
big picture of political crises and including the security situation in
Somalia. But today we have a chance to focus on the day to day lives of
Somali women and girls are shaped by those big picture factors. As we heard
from Deputy Secretary-General, Amina Mohammed and Dr Shukria Dini, Somali
women and girls are not just passively affected by politics and security:
they can be powerful agents of change.

I would like to make three points in this regard. Firstly, we should be clear
that both the COVID-19 pandemic, and Somalia’s persistent political crises
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have prevented substantial progress on Somalia’s other priorities including
on the Women, Peace and Security agenda. That is the opportunity cost of the
current crisis.

This setback exacerbates Somalia’s political problems. Gender inequality and
the perpetual cycle of violence against women and girls contributes toward
Somalia’s protracted insecurity, instability, and Al-Shabaab’s insurgency.

In this respect, I want to underline that the United Kingdom is deeply
concerned by the continued pervasiveness of sexual and gender-based violence
in Somalia. Reports indicate that rates of forced marriage and female genital
mutilation have increased during the pandemic. We again urge Somalia’s
leaders to prioritise adoption of the 2018 Sexual Offences Bill as soon as
possible and to implement its provisions.

Secondly, Madam President, to solve these problems as we’ve heard, we to
ensure women have a seat at the table when decisions are made. For Somalia’s
long-term development to be inclusive and effective, it is vital to take
steps to bring about equal participation and representation of women in
decision-making and leadership positions.

As we have heard today from Dr Shukria, and as we have heard before from
female Somali civil society leaders, women have an important, constructive
role to play in Somalia’s development and they deserve a level playing field.

The United Kingdom therefore calls again on Somalia’s leaders to deliver
their commitment to ensure that a minimum of 30% of Parliamentary seats go to
women in the ongoing elections, in accordance with the 2020 and 2021
electoral agreements. As the Upper House electoral process moves towards its
conclusion it is disappointing to see that Somalia’s leaders have failed to
meet this commitment. We urge Somalia’s leaders to take steps to ensure that
their commitment is met for the upcoming Lower House elections.

Thirdly, Madam President, we also encourage Somalia to accelerate the
finalisation, adoption and full implementation of its National Action Plan on
Women, Peace and Security, in close cooperation with civil society. This is a
vital component of efforts to strengthen women’s participation in
peacebuilding and socio-economic progress.

The United Kingdom reiterates its commitment to continue to work
constructively with Somalia to strengthen the role of women in peace and
security and advance progress in human rights and democracy to enable long-
term stability.

Seizing the opportunity for political
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progress in Syria

Thank you, Madam President, and may I start by thanking Special Envoy
Pedersen and Dr Mhaissen for their briefings

Madam President, we join others in welcoming Mr Pedersen’s announcement that
a 6th round of Constitutional Committee talks will take place in Geneva in
mid-October. We commend Mr Pedersen for his persistent efforts to secure
agreement to the further talks. As Mr Pedersen has made clear, the next
meeting needs to be different to those that have gone before. Just as the UN
strives to facilitate a political process in implementation of its side of
resolution 2254, so it is now down to the Syrian parties to take
responsibility for implementing their side. It is time for the regime to end
its artificial delays of the process, and for substantive progress to be made
on a new constitution as envisaged in resolution 2254.

Madam President, resolution 2254 explicitly recognises the link between the
political process and a nationwide ceasefire. We therefore remain very
concerned by the ongoing escalation of violence in north-west Syria, which
has recently led to the deaths of civilians and humanitarian workers,
including in heavy shelling of residential areas, and the destruction of
medical facilities. We hope the upcoming meeting between Turkey and Russia in
Sochi will lead to the full implementation of the 5 March 2020 ceasefire
agreement.

We remain concerned, too, about the potential for renewed conflict to break
out across the rest of Syria. The recent hostilities in Da’raa are a reminder
of this. We welcome the recent ceasefire there, but this, and the ceasefire
in Idlib, need to form part of a nationwide ceasefire agreed in parallel with
the upcoming political talks in accordance with resolution 2254.

Madam President, until progress is made on the political process and until
there is a nationwide ceasefire, the suffering of the Syrian people will
continue, and the millions displaced will be unable to return home. In this
regard we take note the Commission of Inquiry’s latest report, which
documents the atrocities, abuses and violations of International Humanitarian
Law and International Human Rights Law that continue in Syria to this day,
including the indiscriminate use of weapons, targeted killings, arbitrary and
incommunicado detention and torture, and denial of humanitarian access- which
Dr Mhaissen described so eloquently to us.

Madam President, we urge the Syrian parties, particularly the regime, to
commit to compliance with their obligations, commit to a nationwide
ceasefire, and to seize this opportunity for progress with both hands. The
international community will support you.
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UK Government announces outcome of EU
fishing licence applications

Almost 1,700 EU vessels licences have now been licensed to fish in UK waters.
Of these, 117 licences have been issued for EU vessels to fish in the 6-12
nautical mile zone where supporting evidence of a track record was available.

There are thirty five smaller vessels which did not have supporting evidence
where licences have not been issued but where the UK government remains open
to further discussion and evidence. The UK is clear on methodology with
decisions based on evidence available and in line with the Trade and
Cooperation Agreement (TCA).

The UK government will publish the list of EU under 12m in length vessels
that will be licensed to fish in the UK 6-12 nautical mile zone on Wednesday
29 September.

A UK Government spokesperson said:

The government has this year issued a large number of licences to
EU vessels seeking to fish in our exclusive economic zone (12-200
nautical mile zone) and our territorial sea (6-12 nautical mile
zone). Our approach has been reasonable and fully in line with our
commitments in the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA).

As regards the 6-12nm zone, as set out in the TCA, EU vessels must
provide evidence of a track record of fishing activity in those
waters. We have been considering applications for vessels of under
12 m in length to fish in this zone and, on the basis of the
evidence available, we are able to grant licences for 12 of the 47
applications made.

We continue to work with the Commission and the French authorities
and will consider any further evidence provided to support the
remaining licence applications.

Almost 1,700 vessels have already been granted licences to fish in the UK
12-200 nautical mile zone and a further 105 licences were issued for vessels
to fish in the 6-12 nautical mile zone where evidence was available to
support a track record over the five year reference period.

There were 47 smaller vessels, under 12 metres, where data was less available
and where further supporting evidence was requested to support their
application to fish in the 6-12 nautical mile zone. Having assessed all
available evidence, we have now licensed a further 12 under 12m vessels to
fish in the 6-12 nautical mile zone of our territorial sea. The approach we
have taken is reasonable and fully in line with the Trade and Cooperation
Agreement (TCA).

http://www.government-world.com/uk-government-announces-outcome-of-eu-fishing-licence-applications-2/
http://www.government-world.com/uk-government-announces-outcome-of-eu-fishing-licence-applications-2/


The Trade and Cooperation Agreement brought in changes to fishing
arrangements between the UK and the EU. The UK is required to grant access to
vessels which fished in the relevant parts of the UK’s 6-12 nautical mile
zone in four out of five years between 2012 and 2016.

The UK requires reasonable evidence to assess applications against the
requirements:

Positional data showing fishing activity in our territorial waters.
Data recording catches of any of the permitted species corresponding to
the same date or time period as that positional data.

The UK has left the EU and as an independent coastal state is committed to
sustainable fisheries management. Defra continues to work with counterparts
in the Commission and with French authorities. We welcome any further
evidence from the EU, using our published methodology, to assess other
existing licensing applications from EU vessels.

Full licensing criteria will be published on the UK Single Issuing
Authority’s website on Wednesday (29th September 2021).
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