
Animal medicine seizure notice:
Parcels addressed to a freight company
based in Slough, Berkshire

News story

Details of seizure notice served for parcels addressed to a freight company
based in Slough, Berkshire.

The following veterinary medicines were identified by a courier company. The
products were detained and subsequently seized by the Veterinary Medicines
Directorate.

The parcels were addressed to a freight company based in Slough, Berkshire
and were shipped from America.

The parcels contained the following medicines:

6 x ACTH Gel 10ml
30 x Arnica + 50ml x 30
62 x B 12 5000 mcg
12 x Caco Iron Copper 100ml
6 x Equimed TQ 50ml
12 x Gel – 50 50ml
12 x Glandular Peptide Extract 30ml
12 x Lactanase 2 x 50ml
118 x P Block 100ml
12 x Pentosan P.S. 250mg/ml 24ml

These products are intended for use in horses and are not authorised
veterinary medicines in the UK. The majority were injectable products and
included anti-inflammatories and tranquilizers.

The medicines were seized under Regulation 25 (Importation of unauthorised
veterinary medicinal products) of the Veterinary Medicines Regulations 2013.
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COP26 President Alok Sharma to warn
world leaders they must deliver in
Glasgow in Paris speech

World leaders must come together for our planet and deliver in Glasgow on the
promise made at COP21 in Paris, COP26 President-Designate Alok Sharma will
say today (Tuesday 12th October) in a major speech at the UNESCO World
Heritage Centre in the French capital.

The landmark Paris Agreement was reached at COP in 2015, which committed
countries to avoid the worst effects of climate change by limiting global
temperature rises well below 2C, aiming for 1.5C.

Mr Sharma will point to progress made since the Paris Agreement and outline
the importance of leaders taking ambitious action at COP26 in the UK later
this month. The Summit will open in Glasgow on 31st October.

The COP26 President will highlight four elements for COP26 to deliver the
level of ambition required: 1) climate action plans to significantly reduce
emissions by 2030 and reach net zero by mid-century, and to support
adaptation to tackle climate threats 2) concrete action to deliver these
plans, including agreements on reducing coal, electric cars, protecting trees
and reducing methane emissions 3) to honour the $100bn dollar pledge and 4) a
negotiated outcome that paves the way for a decade of ever-increasing
ambition.

Mr Sharma will echo the call from the countries most vulnerable to climate
change for all G20 countries and major emitters of greenhouse gases to come
forward with enhanced, ambitious 2030 climate action plans, known as
Nationally Determined Contributions. The leaders of the G20 countries will
meet in Rome at the end of this month.

He will also urge world leaders to take the lead from those climate
vulnerable countries which are taking action in the most difficult
circumstances to protect the planet and its people.

COP26 President-Designate Mr Sharma is expected to warn leaders:

COP26 is not a photo op or a talking shop. It must be the forum
where we put the world on track to deliver on climate. And that is
down to leaders. It is leaders who made a promise to the world in
this great city six years ago. And it is leaders that must honour
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it.

Responsibility rests with each and every country. And we must all
play our part. Because on climate, the world will succeed, or fail
as one.

Alok Sharma will be clear that we must see new commitments on public and
private finance to support the countries most vulnerable to climate change
and progress on adaptation to the effects of our changing climate, accounting
for the loss and damage that it can cause.

He will also speak about the work done ahead of COP26 to make it the most
inclusive COP to date, despite the unprecedented challenges the world faces
in hosting an event during the COVID-19 pandemic. He will set out the
measures in place to make the Summit safe, including the vaccine offer to
developing countries, daily testing regime and social distancing in the
venue.

On this, Alok Shama is expected to say:

It will be an extraordinary COP in extraordinary times. But
collectively, we must pull together to make it work. Forging unity
from the unfamiliar. Because we have no choice but to deliver. Each
country must step-up. And as COP26 President I will ensure that
every voice is heard. That the smallest nations are sitting face to
face with the world’s great powers. As equal parties to the
process.

Ends.

Thousands of new homes to be built and
derelict land transformed

£57.8 million allocated to councils to develop brownfield land into good
quality housing while transforming derelict local areas.
New homes will help hardworking people get on the property ladder and
boost local communities, levelling up the country.
Funding includes support for self and custom build projects to help make
it more affordable for people to build their own homes.

Thousands of new homes will be built on underused and derelict land to
regenerate local areas and help people onto the property ladder, the
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) announced today
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(12 October 2021).

Almost £58 million from the £75 million Brownfield Land Release Fund (BLRF)
has been allocated to 53 councils.

The funding will boost local areas by transforming unloved and disused sites
into vibrant communities for people to live and work, with the demolition of
unsightly derelict buildings and disused car parks and garages. This will
help to protect countryside and green spaces while an extra 5,600 homes are
built on these sites, supporting young people and families across the country
into home ownership.

The funding could also support up to 17,000 jobs across the housing and
construction sector and the wider economy.

Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Michael Gove MP said:

We are levelling up and backing home ownership in every corner of
the country, delivering new high-quality, affordable homes and
creating thriving places where people want to live, work and visit.

Making the most of previously developed land is a government
priority and it will help protect our cherished countryside and
green spaces.

Today’s allocations include £5 million for self and custom build projects. A
further £20 million from the BLRF has also been designated to help accelerate
the self and custom build sector, with councils now able to bid for the
remaining funding – giving local people the opportunity to build and design
their own homes.

Cabinet Office Minister, Lord Agnew said:

This support being provided to local authorities is another clear
demonstration of this government’s commitment to levelling up the
country.

The latest projects to benefit from this support, through
Brownfield Land Release funding, will not only help unlock under-
used public sector sites for homes but also help deliver jobs and
save taxpayers’ money.

Cllr James Jamieson, Local Government Association Chairman, said:

One Public Estate and Brownfield Land Release funding play a
crucial role in supporting the recovery from the COVID-19 crisis,
and supporting councils to transform their assets, create better
services, and release land for much-needed new homes and
regeneration across the country.



This latest news is more proof that this programme works. Councils
recognise how valuable this support is, and are being ever more
ambitious in their ideas to use this funding to kick-start
transformation, regeneration, and new development in their
communities.

Boosting housing supply is central to the levelling up agenda. Last year
244,000 homes were delivered – the highest number of new homes for over 30
years. The government aims to build up to 300,000 new homes a year by the
mid-2020s to put home ownership within reach for more people across the
country, making it a more mainstream, realistic and affordable option for
people across the country.

The government last year announced the £400 million Brownfield Fund for 7
mayoral combined authorities which will also deliver much-needed new homes on
brownfield land – unlocking 26,000 high-quality homes.

The £150 million backed Help to Build scheme was announced in April. It will
allow access to low deposit mortgages and improve affordability of home
ownership for people who want to build their own homes in a similar way to
the Help to Buy scheme.

In addition, the review by Richard Bacon MP, which recommended a major
scaling up of the self and custom build sector, has been warmly welcomed by
the government with a response to the findings to be published in due course.

£57.8 million from the £75 million Brownfield Land Release Fund (BLRF) is
being allocated, of which £25 million was made available to self and custom
build projects.

£5 million from the self and custom build pot has been allocated and now
local councils are being encouraged to bid for the remaining share of £20
million to deliver further self and custom build projects on Brownfield Land.

Find out more about the latest round of One Public Estate and self and custom
build funding.

The BLRF is delivered by the One Public Estate programme which is a
collaboration between DLUHC, the Local Government Association and the Cabinet
Office.

A further £6 million is available to local councils in England through the
One Public Estate programme, which aims to help local public services
collaborate, redesign how services are located, and release land for housing.

Local authority Grant amount (£)
Harrogate Borough Council 50,000
West Oxfordshire District Council 78,000
Hastings Borough Council 142,000
Broxbourne Borough Council 160,000
Plymouth City Council 177,500
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Local authority Grant amount (£)
Wiltshire County UA 178,333
Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council 195,000
Bristol City Council 199,521
Fenland District Council 200,000
Great Yarmouth Borough Council 207,272
Nottingham City Council 222,000
Eastleigh Borough Council 260,000
Newark and Sherwood District Council 284,000
Greenwich London Borough 350,000
Lewisham London Borough 385,519
Adur District Council 407,000
Stroud District Council 421,000
Leicester City Council 443,400
Eastbourne Borough Council 470,000
Oxford City Council 479,440
Wokingham Borough Council 494,000
North Devon District Council 500,000
Rother District Council 500,000
Kensington and Chelsea Royal Borough 509,188
Essex County Council 516,800
Peterborough City Council 550,000
Staffordshire County Council 581,800
Durham County UA 626,066
Isles of Scilly Council 664,250
Stevenage Borough Council 750,000
Derby City Council 825,000
London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 849,522
Teignbridge District Council 860,474
Isle of Wight Council 949,765
Worcestershire County Council 985,000
North Somerset Council 1,075,000
Torbay Council 1,090,000
Folkestone and Hythe District Council 1,150,000
Camden London Borough 1,566,277
Barnet London Borough 1,780,000
South Tyneside Council 1,850,000
Herefordshire Council 2,000,000
Reading Borough Council 2,000,000
South Gloucestershire Council 2,020,000
Dorset Council (UA) 2,103,255
Bracknell Forest Council 2,340,266
Cornwall County UA 2,450,000
Brighton and Hove City Council 2,497,112



Local authority Grant amount (£)
Portsmouth City Council 2,563,000
City of York Council 2,640,479
Waltham Forest London Borough 3,372,320
Haringey London Borough 3,886,214
Exeter City Council 5,966,470

Over £300 million to attract and
develop world-class teachers and
leaders

Graduates applying to train as teachers in high-demand subjects will receive
thousands of pounds in tax-free cash bursaries under Government plans to
recruit and retain world-class teachers.

A total of £129 million is available for trainee teachers starting in
2022/23, which includes increased bursaries of £15,000 for languages,
geography and design and technology, and £10,000 for biology – in addition to
the existing £24,000 bursary or £26,000 scholarship for maths, physics,
chemistry and computing.

This follows an announcement by the Prime Minister last week that teachers of
maths, physics, chemistry and computing in the first five years of their
careers will receive salary boosts of up to £3,000 – to support the
recruitment and retention of specialist teachers in these subjects.

Existing teachers and school leaders in every school in the country will also
be able to access free qualifications including managing behaviour,
developing other teachers and being a great head teacher. The National
Professional Qualifications (NPQs) will help them develop and progress in
their careers, and ensure they have the skills needed to support young people
to catch up and thrive following the impact of the pandemic.

Schools Minister Robin Walker said:

Great teachers can transform young people’s lives, and I want this
country to recruit and retain the most talented, committed teachers
who support students to thrive and achieve their potential.

Quality, face to face teaching is the single most important factor
in supporting our young people to recover from the impact of the
pandemic, and this investment provides a fantastic opportunity to
attract and develop the world-leading teachers and school leaders
who will guide, care for and educate our children for years to
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come.

Research has shown that teacher quality is the single biggest determinant of
pupils’ outcomes within school, and the Government is investing £184 million
to provide 150,000 high-quality NPQs across the next three years. This forms
part of the Government’s commitment to provide 500,000 teacher training
opportunities across all levels of the profession during this Parliament,
helping to give every single student the opportunity to be taught by
dedicated, highly-trained teachers, and level up opportunity across the
country.

NPQs are trusted qualifications accredited by the Department for Education,
for those employed at state-funded schools and 16-19 organisations. The £184
million for the training forms part of the Government’s £3 billion education
recovery programme, which also includes an expanded tutoring offer to support
pupils to catch up.

Applications for teacher training open today (Tuesday 12 October) through the
department’s new Apply service, which was designed to streamline the
application process and help prospective teachers find the right course for
them.

UK Special Envoy on LGBT rights sets
out global LGBT+ conference ambitions

News story

Today (11 October) Nick Herbert (Lord Herbert of South Downs), the Prime
Minister’s Special Envoy on LGBT Rights, hosted key conference partners to
discuss the ‘Safe to Be Me’ Global LGBT Conference.

The Conference will focus on LGBT issues in three key areas: supporting
decriminalisation and legislative reform to advance equality and legal
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protections for LGBT people, tackling violence and discrimination, and
improving access to public services.

Across the world, nearly 70 countries still criminalise consensual same-sex
acts. As current Co-Chair (with Argentina) of the Equal Rights Coalition and
current Co-Chair (with Cyprus) of the European Focal Points Network the UK
has a unique opportunity to mobilise efforts to protect LGBT people
worldwide.

Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for LGBT Rights, NIck Herbert, said:

“I am excited by the potential of the Safe To Be Conference which will bring
together governments, civil society organisations, businesses and
parliamentarians to agree how we can work together to drive forward LGBT
rights, especially in the countries where the need is greatest.

“This will be a major international event which will also coincide with the
50th anniversary of London Pride. I believe we are stronger when we stand
together, and that the UK has a powerful opportunity to act as a global force
for good and help to improve the lives of LGBT people worldwide.”

The meeting was also attended by representatives from the Equal Rights
Coalition and a number of key stakeholder groups.

Further information:

Details of speakers and delegates for the conference will be announced in due
course.

The Conference will be delivered with the UK’s co-chair of the Equal Rights
Coalition, Argentina, and Cyprus, co-chair of the Council of Europe’s LGBTI
Focal Points Network.
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