
PM call with Prime Minister Kishida of
Japan: 13 October 2021

Press release

The Prime Minister spoke to Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida this
morning.

The Prime Minister spoke to Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida this
morning.

He congratulated Prime Minister Kishida on his appointment and reiterated the
importance the UK places on our strategic partnership and friendship with
Japan.

The Prime Minister welcomed Japan’s strong commitment to Net Zero and to
ending international financing for coal. He hoped to see a new pledge from
Japan ahead of the COP26 Summit on ending the use of domestic coal power,
supporting the global transition to renewable and clean energy.

They also discussed deepening coordination between the UK and Japan on
security, defence and trade. The Prime Minister noted the visit of the
Carrier Strike Group to Japan and the emphasis on the Indo-Pacific region in
the UK’s renewed foreign policy approach, as set out in the Integrated
Review.

He looked forward to continuing to work together and hoped to welcome Prime
Minister Kishida to Glasgow for COP26 in November.
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Vacancy for Senior Scientific Officer
in the Residues Team

News story

Details of a vacancy for a 1 year fixed term appointment for a Senior
Scientific Officer in the Residues Team.

This exciting and fast-paced job puts you at the heart of the VMD’s Residues
Team, which sits within the VMD’s Surveillance Division alongside our
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and Pharmacovigilance Teams.

Job title
Senior Scientific Officer in the Residues Team

This post is being offered as one year fixed term appointment with the
possibility of extension or permanency.

Grade
Senior Scientific Officer

Salary & pension
£38,751 per annum with pension scheme

Office base
Addlestone, Surrey KT15 3LS

Blended working approach. Further information relevant to this post will be
available for candidates invited to interview.
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Annual leave entitlement
Commencing at 25 days

Role
You will have primary responsibility for coordinating and conducting
assessments of the veterinary residues programmes of both existing and
prospective UK trading partners, and delivering these assessment outputs to
Defra.

This work is of utmost importance to ensure that the systems that trading
partners have in place are sufficient to ensure banned substances are not
used in food-producing animals, and that veterinary medicine residues do not
exceed the Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs).

The majority of this work will be desk-based though you will also be expected
to attend international audit visits and work with colleagues across
government.

Qualifications
You must have a BSc level qualification or equivalent, in a scientific
discipline relevant to the role as well as either:

A qualification or hands on experience in epidemiology, as the role
requires good understanding of global approaches to survey design, or
A good understanding of analytical chemistry techniques and the
importance of Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) in the context of food
safety

How to apply
You must make your application via the Civil Service Jobs Website where you
will find a full job description including salary details.

Closing date
5 November 2021
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Serial sex offender has sentence
increased

A man who sexually assaulted three women has had his sentence increased under
the Unduly Lenient Sentence scheme.

His original sentence was referred to the Court of Appeal by the Attorney
General’s Office because it appeared to be too low.

Ali Husseini, 27, sexually assaulted three women, in separate attacks while
they were walking along a pedestrian underpass in Poplar, London.

The first attack took place on 10 August 2020. Husseini followed the victim
as she returned home from the market, he held her by the neck and sexually
assaulted her.

On 3 September 2020, Husseini followed a female as she walked home from work.
Husseini pushed her to the wall, held her by the neck and began touching her.
The victim began screaming which caused Husseini to let her go and she ran
away.

The following day, Husseini attacked a pregnant woman on her way to work,
slapping her from behind. The victim screamed and the offender ran away.

On 6 August 2021, Husseini was convicted of sexual assault by penetration,
attempted sexual assault by penetration and sexual assault at the Central
Criminal Court and was sentenced to 6 years and 9 months’ imprisonment.

On 13 October the Court of Appeal found his original sentence to be unduly
lenient and increased it to 9 years imprisonment.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General, Alex Chalk QC MP said:

Husseini subjected his victims to a terrifying ordeal and his
actions will have a lasting impact. Women should be able to walk
the streets safety without fear of being attacked. I hope the
increased sentence offers some reassurance to the victims, and all
women, that people who commit appalling crimes of this nature can
expect to go to prison for a very long time.
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market engagement day announced

Passenger service contracts (PSCs) set to be introduced for rail
operators as part of Williams-Shapps Plan for Rail reforms
new contracts designed to deliver high-quality, punctual and reliable
services on a rail network focused on passengers
the first phase of market engagement, to encourage new, ambitious
thinking into the railways, will begin with the Rail PSC Day on 4
November

The first phase of industry engagement on new passenger service contracts
(PSCs) will begin on 4 November 2021, bringing government and stakeholders
together to ensure a joint focus on a more passenger-focused railway for the
future.

PSCs will be introduced as a key tool in rail reforms, establishing a new way
of working between the public and private sector to provide high-quality,
punctual and reliable passenger services.

They will encourage greater private sector involvement, offering new market
entrants and existing operators the chance to showcase innovation and
expertise and work collaboratively with the new public body, Great British
Railways (GBR), to deliver the reforms proposed in the Williams-Shapps Plan
for Rail.

The upcoming engagement exercise will provide potential bidders with the
opportunity to learn more about the future commercial model, raise questions
and have their say in the development of the contracts.

The Department for Transport is working not only to maintain successful
partnerships with existing passenger service operators, but also to encourage
new entrants to the rail market, including those from other transport sectors
and those from outside the UK to bring in fresh ideas, investment and
innovation from outside the rail network.

Chris Heaton-Harris Rail Minister said:

Our Plan for Rail will deliver the most significant reforms to our
railways in a generation. Unlocking the expertise, investment and
ingenuity of the private sector – including new and ambitious
market entrants – is vital to delivering the reforms that put
passengers first.

I encourage all those interested in playing a central role in the
future of Britain’s railways to engage with this process, helping
build a railway that is fit for the future.

Under Great British Railways, the railway will be organised in a new way,
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fixing the fragmentation, confusion and overcomplexity of the past. It will
provide simple, sustainable and accountable leadership – one body to maintain
and improve the infrastructure, foster innovation, build trust in the system
and attract more passengers back to the network.

New one stop service for GOV.UK
unveiled

Plans to simplify how people access online government services set out
today
New app for gov.uk will also allow people to securely access services
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster outlines vision for digital
government at global tech event

Plans to make it easier for the public to access online government services
via an app have been set out today by Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster
Steve Barclay.

The plans mean that the public will no longer have to remember multiple
usernames and passwords to access services such as free school meals, support
for disabled family members and changing driver licence details in the
future.

The new app will allow people to access services much more easily, instead of
having to go through multiple online processes. It will give users the option
to use the technology in their smartphones to quickly access government
services online via GOV.UK.

Currently, there are 191 different ways for people to set up a variety of
accounts to access different services on GOV.UK, with 44 different sign-in
methods.

This is in stark contrast to the private sector, where people expect to be
able to log into and access a variety of different services via their
smartphone.

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster Steve Barclay:

Now more than ever, it is important that government responds to
people’s heightened expectations about the services they use.

During the pandemic, people have had to interact with public
services in a variety of new ways, including the NHS app and the
vaccine booking service.

People rightly expect government to be data driven and digitally
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literate, and this will be a priority for me in my new role.

As part of the development of the app, the Government Digital Service (GDS)
is working across all government departments to make sure as many services as
possible can be utilised.

The app is being developed with data security at its heart, with robust data
protection principles in place to make sure users remain in control of their
data.

Use of the app will be optional, with people still able to access government
services in different ways if they prefer.

Mr Barclay also announced the members of the new Digital Advisory Board,
which has been created to give advice to ministers and officials across
government and accelerate digital change.

Members of the board are leaders from industry, drawn from organisations such
as E.ON, the Lloyds Banking Group and HSBC.

Notes to editors:

Members of the Digital Advisory Board due to be announced by the Minister
are:

James Bilefield – Chair/Board Director (SThree, MoneySupermarket,
Stagecoach, Teach First, Science Museum)
Zaka Mian – Former Group Transformation Director, Lloyds Banking Group
Monique Shivanandan – Chief Information Security Officer, HSBC
Matthew Timms – Chief Digital and Information Officer, E.ON SE


